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Oif ice of the Pre'5s Secretary, 	 " 

(, 

,For Im~ediate Release 	 Septe,mber. 24, '1994' 

" " \" ,R~m~rks,BY " " , 
;First La~y' Hil'laryRodham. Clinto~' ,at the 

'Christ~ning cereplony for the SSNcolUlJl1jia 

, ,,' ,Mrs .Clinton:' ',Thank';yoU 'very much. Thank yo,u sec~etp.ry, 
Da;lton ' Admiral ,Boorda: and: Congress'man Reed' and ,Congressman"I 

Gejdenson and -Senator Dodd". " ' ' 
. • ',' , t'. 'I .' 

" I was privilegedalread~ t~have-theYchance to meet with' 
'\ 	Commander Govan arid tatk t'ci, him 'and the members,'of the crew and' 

their wives and depende'rits'. So it, i~, a, great pl!='asun~"for me to 
welcome the, opportuni,ty ,tel serve ',as, the sponsor of this- ' _ 

, submarine ~ , 	 ' " , 
, "I 

"I must c6nfess" howev;et,'that, ram a 'bit ,ner~ous. ',II had,the 
opportunity last ,spring ~heri we were stili pl~ying basebal~in 
our)country tO,throw, out the,first' ball 'at Wrigley Fie/ld, , 
somethingth,at I had, done :as' a child growing, up, 'pitching in 

" '\girls' softball teants~' A~d my husb,and,' waski'rid enough',to 9,0 out 
in the Rose Garden with me', one afternoon, and actually put up with 
my practicing .,Throwin'g a ba~l, hmyever, ,is som,ething you ,can ' 
practice, be,forehaJld,. I I ve; had the oppor1:ui1ity t,o swin,9, t;.wice 
with a 'wooden bottle and Ii only hope ,that I 'will be as'successful 
in actually,cqristeriirig this submar'ineas, 'I ,wash'aving the pail 
get, to, the,person catching for me on ,Wrigley Field,:, Because I 
~ant 'this to 'bej,riot only ~he greatest ~hrist~nihg fora' ," 
s,ubm~rinetha\t' deserves stich a send-of'f, but, a signal about' how 
'important/th,isi~toour douritry. ' . . . \ , 

This day' is, historic 'because it, r~presents,'bheend of an,era 
in shipbiHlciing.' TheCollimbla' the last'submaritl'e t,hat 'will 'be. 
launchedt6is way, of,co6rSe~it is the last Los'Angeles class' > , 

submarine that will be built' here at Electric Boat. ' ,That is' not 
. 1 ' - '. . ' '_ -. • ' .. . -' .' , • .' • ' . - _,,'

all ba,d news for, our countiry, ,becaUse lt 1S as,lgn of how far ,we 
'have' cdrrie together in rttakfng the ~orld safer and m'ore" secure .. ' :t.t 
is also 'atestimon'y .to,themasterful, work that' has been done over 
,the de'cades in this' shlpy'ardand,whic;h will contiriue 'to be don~' 
as we move forward with ttienext gener'atJ;cin, Of submarines.', ' ';['he 
,President remains, committed to, the construction: of the third : 
Seawo1t, because ,he' believes.it. is vital' to prE!serve our submarine 
industr'ial bas~.! 	 !, . , , 

I .. ~ . ­

The men and women' who work :in' this', shipyard> are theb~Sit in, \ 
, 	 . ).',' I, ! 
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the .wo:r:)d a'nd ,they d~serve 'thesupport.. of every cltJzen of the, 
United' St.ates of 'l;\mer ica~, .Because yes, weii\re' inaqiff erent 
time, but· a time.f;i.lled w.i:tnchallenges ... We have hew' , " 
dpI:>ortunit,ies to help.bring~peace,around' the world but: we. also,'

,_. 
,. in the post-Cold 'War era , have :newenemies'who can spring up," , ' , , 
,un'expectedly anywhere. in the glol:;>e. We have' discovered, 'and' heed . 

. ' no-t' worry over and overag'ain,' that our. capacity to' preserve' .. 
\ ' ,. ,.1 ' • . ( . ",

'peace and strerigthen democ;J;"acy wil;L be challemged and :,tes,ted and 
" we must be . ready 't6 meet··those challenges and ,tests. And that . 
'. . '. ..... '. .' I .' .'.' .... .' .'
l;"equlres ,thatwej as \V,e'dorrnslze our defrl1se;we. recoQnlze that, 

, '..we cannot and must not ever sacrifice ,our, technoiqgical," .,;' 
superiority over;any who,w;ill sa;i.l the oceans· in this worlq:'at 
ariytl.me now or in the futu:r-e.", ' , ' . ,.: ;" ,1" , 

. Given ,these n'ewre~;lities', th~t we see everyday, ,flashing' 
across our televisionscreems, the .. launching· of theCol~mbia,. , 
takes on· even greater',S'igniflcance:. . This ,submari,ne, gives us tne 

. chance ,to make' oui . pres'enc~ known 'throughout' the world because it, 
,builds', on ·avery ,strong. history' of ',the' six Columbias 'that· have' ; ' . 
.been ,previously' issued, by the Navy.' , 

, ' r- did a, little reSearch about those who have come before ... ' I 
'fou~d' out that· the fi:rst Cblumbia was a sailing_frigate l(;mnched 
in 1836, becoming tl1e f,irs;t U.S.'naval ship, to sail',aroundt:he. 

4 . wdrld..Th~ most. recent CO,lumbia, the' .sixth, w~s the. famous light" 
cruiser, ,the. CL-56,that. performed, so h€!r.oically in ,the Pacific" ' 

" . ,. " . I' '," , '. .....
'in World War II, even after being,. bombarded during a .. kamikaze . 

,';. '.at,tack <l1ear the Phiiippine~' inearly·1945.' 'So this Columbia, ,as. 
A we:launC,h it~ . not only car;r-ieswith it the' spirit pf thre~great. 
_ c.ities,ofMi~jH:3ouri and SOMth C~r'olina and.J:llinois, "but also .the 

spir: it .of '. very noble' and cQuragepus ancestors ~ '. ',... " .' , 
. . I' ' , 

_ But we' also, t~d~tY .'celebnite ~Qt"bJilY '-the great.nava,;I. 
tradition, but we take time to Celebrat~ the 'thousands ·bf skilled 
and dedicateq' men' and women~ of Electric Boat ~ho arebui,iding 

..- .:this bOCit and': the hew .owners who 'will 'go to sea 'next year. We 
are celebr,ating a tradition ?tnd, more importa'ntly, a set of " 
values that prizes de'd ic.at ion , precision, and .cooperation. 

1 , '!.' • 

·The presidentoft~n speaks: about the 'importarrce of ,keeping' -, 
t.heAnierican dream' of opportunity alive for' everyone who is ( 
willing to work hard :·andpl'ayby.the rules" . A.nd· he dft~n says .we" 
need.t:o do ..th:t;:'e~ things to: accomplish that.' Ffrst ,weneed to 
hayean ·econoll1ythat.works!.. ... Second '," we must.ernpbwer. our people. 
to sl..lcceed and win in .that: economy. And. third ,weh~ve. to 'come 
together ;as' a nation, ,a community, and .worktogether .. ,All 'three. 
of.. thos~ goals-are at work! every .day· at· Electric Boat. "The' work 

. :: 9n display here is 'an example"of the values the Presid~nt is .'; . 
. talking about. Because, wpen :Y9li'think 'about it, buildiJlg a 
gr€!at, submarine ).ike t;he COlum:qia r,equirestfle'same valu~s' as. . 
building'.a great society", P?lrticularly a plurali~ti~;' demoqratic 

; / 
soc::'fe.ty such. as ours ~ .... ,. ·... 1. ", ." 
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," s~creta'ry, D~lten' was a 'submariner, ' so he 'knews 'far more. 
abeut.' submar ine~ than':t wi:!l' ever kllew. :~Lcannet exp:)..ain,' I, .' 


; weuldn' t even be able te identify .a:turbine' .er'a bcUlast tank; . 

?uti do knew 'the ~extrao~dinary', care, integrity i respensibili:t;:y, 


.and teamwerkth~t must~ave,been:require~' fer the,building of 
, this submarine., I know th~t many, o~ the' men and :wemen ,of ,this 

shipycird cdmetrem families th~t,have, worked here' fdr 
generatiens,., ; Yeu are here: because ;ye~ have ,provenyeurselves., 
The'welders,whe ,werk' in th!e hull use <750, dif,ferent procedures te 
'make jeints as cles,e' to perfect as, 'a' je'iritcan,he,. ' ' 

" ,. ",. ,,' 
'- I .' , , .'; ," .",', ,- . " ~. '. ' " t " 

". " r'm, teld that last time machirl'istEd wate,rman Jr. 'and h:i$ 
crew~install.ed a. 14() ,ten main piopu,lsion packcige it, was , 
(Inaudibie) pewer shaft to.' wi thin ,.005 of an inch., 'And' tha;tk<irid 
ef,preci~iep and e~de~len~e is repeated by the'p~rpenters ' 

,1 building the cradle and' th;e launch. blades,. the 'pipe, f,i tters, 'the:. 
ship fi ttef-s "the,electr,ip,i,?ln$, the electrenic tephnicians,lthe 
recessers, the 'plumbers, (.Inaudible) ,the sheet metal "w9rkers' cin!=l ,,' 
the engineers. 'Ever'yone 'qf ~:yeu knows,. yeurwer,k 'canhet ,be" 
-sleppy,it cannet be ru'she:d;, it cannet bedene, in' a vab,l,l.um .. Yeu 
have';te get it r'ight'. As, (Inaudible), said beforeabeut".,bui lding, 

" submarines here at this sl1ip yard', ','We den'thave an'yre,calls.", 
. ' . ',' I ' , .'. '''\ .

'Becaus,e yeu knew that. ,at s.ome peintthe, werk that yeu have, dene . 
,may make the difference ,between'life erdeath{ success in'victery" 
,or defe?lt~, ."" ',' , 

, ,A· few years' frem' new this submarinEf will· be subme;rged' 
semewher,e areund the' werld 500 feet ,belew the surface . 

.Everything has tewerk.' Every, erie ,of 'youwhe' has he'lped to', build ., \ 

,this' submarine ·.has invested' yourse1ve's in ,mqking, sure.' that it. 
dees. ,And you have'given':us impertarjt lessens.,. ,One,iste ~et 

,high standards, to take pride' in ,one I s werk': te·take. the t.iTIre and 
care te 'make sure.the preduct you preduce is nething short of . 
'excellent. \ ,aut ,secendlY,:it lis· net jUE>~ these wpe· are sa.iling en 
.this submarine, ,'net just,1;he ,officers ever 'yeti that deserve' the 
glery ~ It . i~s all.ef yeu' whehave.planned anp,prepared fer'this 
day .T'tfat i,s. whY' all Ameticans a'I-e grateful for your ski'lls' am;l 
yeur patie'nde, your' persev~rel}ce andyeur dedi~at'ien to. t;his 

'vital natienal industry. ' " 
, " 

1 , ',.' ~ .',' • • ~. ' ,"J. '.' .', ....,. .,'. '.... , • 

On' behalf.. ,of ,the ,pr"esl.d~nt and a:II, ,of ,our CItIzens, s,alute.~ 
and thank yeu, those 'whe vferk here,' fer gentributing te t,he. ' . 

.. , securityof us', all., And I 'alse salute the 'crew fer t;he courage' 
',and' the fertH:ude it will take, tha'tthey have assumed such a 

challenging' assignment'. It is .~nhisteric,cfay:, ,an hi~teric ,,' 
,,opportunity, and a real .testimeny,te wh?lt:: 'hard work, ,team werk 
,and,patrietism can dO:, and:will'c011ti'nue to do,aswe>rneve '. 
.' /' I .' .,. .' , . .'
Americ::aforward 'with ,gre?lt;:ness, ·inte the 21st cent,ury. .Thank, you 
all, everybedy.;" " I. ' ",:. 
, . I ,'$ , ,END 
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