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N S Remarks By ‘ :
L Flrst Lady Hlllary Rodhanm cllnton at the'
' Chrlstenlng Ceremony for the SSN CQIumbla‘

¢ Mrs. Cllnton ’ Thank you very much Thank you Secretary
Dalton, Admiral Boorda and Congressman Reed and Congressman

A5nSGe]denson and Senator Dodd

. " I was pr1v1leged already to have the chance to meet w1th
Commander Govan and talk to. him and the members ‘of the crew and
thelr wives and dependents So 1t is.a. great pleasure for me. to.
.welcome the opportunlty to serve as the sponsor of thls
submar%ne - . : -

I must confess,rhowever, that T am a. blt ‘nervous.. I had the'
opportunlty last .spring when we were still playlng baseball in
our ,country to, throw out the first ball ‘at Wrigley Field, .
somethlng that I had done as a child grow1ng up, pltchlng in

Mﬂglrls’ softball teams : And my husband-was kind enocugh:'to go out

'in the Rose Garden w1th me one  afternoon and ‘actually ‘put up w1th ‘
my practlclng Throw1ng a ball, however, is somethlng you can
practice: beforehand " I've had the opportunlty to’ swing. tw1ce R
with a ‘wooden bottle and I only hope that I ‘will be as- successful o
"in actually-christening this submarlne as ‘I was haV1ng the ball
get to the person catchlng for me on ergley Field. -' Because I

. want this to be,-not only ithe greatest christéning for a

submarine ‘that - deserves such a send- -off, but a. 51gnal about how f“
flmportant thlS is to. our country " :

Thls day 1s hlstorlc because 1t represents ‘the end of an: era‘
in shlpbulldlng ~ The Columbla ‘is the last submarine that will ‘be.
launched ‘this way, of-course.it is the last Los Angeles class '
submarlne that will be built here.at Electric Boat.: -That is not -
all bad news for . our country, because it is a. 51gn of how far we
‘have come together in maklng the - world. safer and more'secure. It
is also-a testlmony to the masterful work that has been done over
the decades- in this’ shlpyard -and . whlch w1ll continue to be done

" as we move forward with the next generatlon of submarlnes The .

President remains committed to the construction of the thlrd
. Seawolf because he belleves it 1s v1tal to preserve our submarlne
1ndustr1al base._'g s - o :

¢

The men and women who work 1n thls shlpyard are the best 1n A
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the world and they deserve the support of every 01tlzen of the
United States of America. . Because yes, we live in'a dlfferent
‘time, but-a time filled w1th challenges... We have new .
opportunltles to help brlng peace. .around thé world but’ we also,
_in the post Cold War era, have new ehemies who'.can spring up

unexpectedly anywhere . in the globe. We have dlscovered ,. and’ ‘need .
' not worry over and over agaln' that our capa01ty to preserve -
‘peace and strengthen democracy will be challenged and tested and -

. we must be. ready to meet ‘those challenges. and tests. And . that

!
requires that we; ‘as we" downs1ze our defense, we recognlze that
we cannot and must:not- ever sacrifice. our technologlcal -

‘superlorlty over . ‘any-who. wall sail the oceans 1n thls world: at

FRS

leen these new - realltles that we see everyday flashlng
across our telev1s1on screens, the launchlng of the Columbia:
takes on -even greater 51gn1f1cance This . submarlne gives us the

- chance to make our presence known throughout ‘the world because 1tA

builds-on a very strong . hlstory of the six Columblas that have
been prev1ously 1ssued by the Navy l

BN
\

T dld a llttle research about those who have come before T

‘found out that .the first Columbla was a salllng frlgate launched
in 1836, becomlng the flrst U.S. naval ship to sail around the

world.k ~The most . recent Columbla, the sixth, was the famous light:

crulser, ‘the .CL-56, -that: performed s0 her01cally in.the Pacific-

iln World War II, ‘even after belng bombarded during a:kamikaze -
‘attack near the Phlllpplnes in early 1945.° ‘So this Columbia, as -
T we launch 1t‘ not only carrles ‘with it the spirit of three great .
01t1es of Mlssourl and South Carollna and IllanlS, ‘but- also the;

Splrlt of very noble and courageous ancestors \

. But we also today celebrate not only ‘the great naval B
~.tradition, but we take time to celebrate the’ thousands of skllled
and dedicated men-and women: of Electrlc Boat who are bulldlng
this boat and‘the hew owners who will go to sea next year. We
.are celebratlng a tradition and, more 1mportantly, a set of -
values that prlzes dedlcatlon, prec181on, and cooperatlon.tﬂa

The Pres1dent often speaks about the 1mportance of keeplng

' the’ ‘American dream of opportunlty alive for everyone who is _;*l )
"«w1lllng to work hard and’ play by ‘the rules. - And he often says‘we~»~'

need -to do ‘three thlngs to accompllsh that. First, we need to
‘have an- economy that. works? Second . we must empower" our. people
to succeed and win -in ‘that, economy And third, we have to- come
together .as- a natlon, -a communlty, and work together “All ‘three .
of ‘those goals\are at work’ every. day at Electrlc Boat. 'The work
“on displdy here is an éxample of the values the Pres1dent is f
talklng about. - Because, when you think’ about it, building a
great submarine like the Columbla requires’ the -same values as
building- a great soc1etyh partlcularly a plurallstlc, democratlc
soc1ety such .as ours. L A . : =
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“ASecretary Dalton was a submarlner,fso he knows far more
about submarines than’ I will ever. know. .- I. cannot’ explain, I:

':wouldn't even, be able to identify a turblne or-a ballast tank.

But I do know.the extraordlnary care,. 1ntegr1ty, respon81blllty,,~
‘and teamwork that must--have. been required- for the building of .=
" this. submarlne I know that many of the’ men and ‘women of. thls R
- shipyard come from families that -have, worked here for "

generatlons. ~You are here,because .you have ‘proven. yourselves.J'

The weélders. who work in the hiill use "750 dlfferent procedures to
' make jOlntS as’ close to perfect as- a jOlnt can be ) : :

~ 4 -

I'm told that last tlme machlnlst ‘Ed Waterman Jr and hlS'

;crew installed a 140 ton main propuls1on package 1t was
'(Inaudlble) power shaft to within-.005 of an inch.. “And‘ that klnd

of precision and excellence is’ repeated by the: carpenters .
building. the cradle and’ the launch blades,. the ‘pipe’ fitters, the.
ship fltters, the electrlclans, the electronlc technicians, the

.. recessors, the ‘plumbers, (Inaudlble) the sheet metal .workers and
" the englneers.' ‘Everyone of ‘you knows,.your work cannot be . ..
,;sloppy, it cannot be rushed, it cannot be done in a. vacuum.i'You
‘have to get it right. ‘As . (Inaudlble) said before about building

submarlnes here at ‘this"~ Shlp yard, "We don’t have any recalls. "o

‘Because you know that .at. some p01nt the work that you have done
‘may make the dlfference between 11fe or death success 1n v1ctoryg
hor defeat.» . . : L

LA few years from now thlS submarlne w1ll be: submerged

«somewhere around the world 500 feet bélow the surface.’ : ‘
'iEverythlng has to work Every one of " you -who" has helped to - bulld
- .this" submarine has: 1nvested yourselves in making. suré. ‘that 1t ’

does. -And you have" ‘given’ us 1mportant lessons . One'.is. to set

care to make sure- the product you produce is nothlng short of "

: -on’ behalf4of the Pres1dent and all of our c1tlzens, I salute"
. and thank you, those -who' work here,’ for contrlbutlng to the - \
. 'security of us,all. And I ‘also salute the c¢rew for the courage L

~and-the " fortltude it will: take, that they have’ assumed such- a7

challenglng assignment. it is .an-historic day, an historic

 opportunity, and a real- testimony:to what ‘hard work team work

.and . patriotism can do, and will continue to do, '‘as we . move o
. America forward- Wlth greatness into the 2lst century Thank you .
wall everybody .
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“high standards, to take pride in one’s work, to fake. the time andf'lv:sl

- 'excellent., But secondly, " ‘it is not just those who are salllng on . - -
. this submarlne, ‘not just. the officers over 'you that deserve the. -
‘glory:. It is all of you- who have.planned and prepared for this
‘day. .That is. why all Amerlcans are grateful for -your skllls and
. your patlence, your: perseverence and your dedlcatlon to this . '

: fv1tal natlonal 1ndustry SR L
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