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Mrs Clinton: Thank you 'S0 much for that warm, welcome, and

. for glVlng me a real chance to see the Coast Guard Academy in

action. I am very pleased to ‘be here’and delighted, that my’ .
'daughter Chelsea could jOln me, she arid - I were looking forward to,
‘this visit. T would, llke to thank the Academy for 1nv1t1nq me to
<partlclpate in the reglmental review, | ; must . say,hseelng all of
you: executlng your maneuvers out there, 80 pre01sely and-.well,

. was very. 1mpress1ve,‘and it gave.me a great deal of prlde in the
‘»cadets of thls academy . . .

-
i

As some’ of you’ may know I‘had the‘great honor:of‘belng abIe
to part1c1pate in the chrlstenlng .of the Columbia, the last of

' the Los Angeles class of fast-attack ‘submarines to. be added to
<. our naval fleet. It was “the last chrlstenlng ‘at whlch the
- submarine would slide’ 1nto a river.. . From now on: ‘there will be a

: dry-dock procedure ‘in, whrch the submarlnes will be floated’ out..
'"So T was partlcularly pleased to have the chance to part1c1pate

v I ‘was thlnklng about 1t as L: drove from the Electrlc Boat .
Company - across, the Thames Rlver to- the Academy, of how many tlmes

o in my life I have come 1nto contact w1th ‘the Coast Guard. I have -

.- seeén you- and, your predecessors to enter this Academy,'and those
- who enlisted, in so many. different settlngs And it is not. often
‘that someone gets to come,,as 'I have been giveéen the. honor. to .

‘:.today, to say a s1mple thank you . Thank- you to the Coast Guard"

 for your service, and’ thank "you to all .of you who are cadets in
Iplannlng to serve your country by being in the Coast. Guard. It
is something that we all. too: often take for granted because the -
capacity for progress and 1nnovatlon 1s really the story of the .
X Coast Guard.vx,',r¢ i : . , .
e For 204 years,«COast Guard cutters have kept our’ waters safe
and secure, ‘Coast Guard personnel have overseen tariffs and’
customs, they’/ve broken up ice, flows in the Great Lakes and along
Vthe eastern seaboard they ve- kept commerce g01ng so that ‘heat .
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.'and 0il and other necessary products and serv1ces could reach :
'thelr destlnatlons ' And day after day, as I have traveled .around -
this country," from Hawaii to Alaska, all. up -and down. our <
‘coastline, I have seéen ‘the yital role the Coast Guard: plays Andf
.now more ‘and.more: of " our fellow 01t12ens are seelng ‘and - s '

understandlng as well. Because they are turnihg on their '
televlslon‘sets,vthey are: watchlng Coast Guard cutters 1ntercept
drug traffickers; they are ‘watching Coast” Guard spokesmen and )

‘women talk: about what - is’ happenlng in theirvefforts to save.

}refugees' llves - So I. belleve that, maybe more now than in our:
.recent hlstory, there is 'a’ greater understandlng of the, crltlcal
"role that the Coast Guard plays o - :

o Now I 1mag1ned as I stood out there watchlng the reglmental

‘rev1ew, ‘that, espec1ally for those of you swabs out there, the
. last several weeks hayve probably caused- you to wonder what you
"have gotten yourself into., T 1mag1ne that you wondered why,
.-~ I've been told, -you have' to square all’ ‘your-: corners in Chase
'Hall, keep your’ head as hlgh as in the ‘boat, worry. about such

gmatters as gettlng demerlts for dust bunnles under your bed,

wonder ‘why you’ can't relax ‘the welght requlrements for your -

h;football team——all ‘the thlngs that bother people ‘about those,-":h

flrst weeks. of gettlng accllmated : Some ‘of you may have wrltten

Aﬂﬂsome letters home saylng)that "Oh my goodness, what have" I

gotten myself into?" - And then you look at-the" flrst class ‘or you
look at the people who are leadlng your reglments and you- think,
"Well maybe it'is a compllment when .you . keep on ‘going.” And- at

> that moment you remember.the kind of careers and futures that youg
. are. preparlng for, and that you are a part of a very 1mportant
‘publlc serv1ce N g .. ‘ : : . :

A

Durlng the last months the.Presldent'has spoken‘often'aboutl:‘

' 'the importance; of Amerlcans comlng together and working hard to '

achleve a; sénse of communlty and ‘a sense of common purpose He .
has- sald over ‘and over agaln, that we need to reward responsible’

" behavior w1th opportunlty Because he believes, as I Know you .
.. do,’ that if we give people a chance to .fulfill thelr potentlal A
. if they are willing to work hard and- play. by the rules, they’ not”
. only benefit theniselves and their families, they beneflt the rest’
‘of us, This academy’ is’ one of those institutions in our s001ety
'-thatzserves ‘as an. example of how: to instill- basic valueées, and
fwthen to exempllfy them. -You have ‘done - so. many important thlngs
. iin the long and dlstlnguashed hlstory of this" academy that -
* udemonstrate how people can come together and work to together

I must say on a spe01al note,,that the way the Coast Guard

has - fully 1ntegrated women . into . its ranks~—maybe it is p0551ble;'
‘to ‘'say that the. flrst women in. any armed services- have ‘been o

guaranteed access ‘to every ‘job, ~every ratlng and’ every challenqe—‘

(}-lS a real testlmony to your forward. looklng leadershlp and . to ; :
. the way you work: together as a team’ for that ‘common purpose. : The . .
'fact that there are today, 46? women offlcers in the Coast Guard .
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‘wranks,‘ls a real commendatlon to all who have led the Coast Guard
- over the -past. 20, years.‘&w‘, : o

P
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I learned a llttle blt nore about the Coast Guard because wet”

* are very privileged in the. White House to have ‘as a White House

- Fellow, Lt. Tim Atkins of. the Coast’ Guard who has ‘been': as31gned
" to the Natlonal Securlty Council, . because - the rcle the Coast - ‘
Guard ‘is playlng in our natlonal securlty is becomlng more and A
more ‘significant, and’ ‘the" National Sécurity staff determined that'
it needed the. kind of representatlon that ‘Lt. Atkins could. bring. |
And he is here with ‘me today, and we: are very grateful in the

) '“Whlte House for hlS serv1ce. Lol

."".’(,» oL .
’ . !

: . As we move forward iin looking at the future and what. it
holds,for our country, . we"Can see that in many ways we are
chartlng very’ new waters.. Because in the most recent a851gnments
‘that the Coast Guard has 'been involved in carrylng out--in Cuba

and - in Haltl-—we ve had to make new policy. We'’ve: had to respondf'\
" to new 01rcumstances. In our efforts to credte humanltarlan o
alternatlves to war while malntalnlng our leadership p051t10n in L

I

the world . we’ ve had to engage in some new thlnklng

As we have looked ‘out at the post -¢old War.era, - we”know'that'

- we are. now confronted w1th ‘enemies that. did not -exist before, and ;fu

that can turn up unexpectedly in any corner of the globe. We
have .discovered that our’ capa01ty to: preserve peace and. .
>strengthen democracy is, tested from. every. contlnent across every
ocean. And. we are flndlng here at home that some of our.most.. '
;*bas1c values ‘and “institutions are ‘being undermlned by cynlclsm,
lntolerance, ‘and hopelessness -And that is why, on both the
‘domestic and foreign fronts it is- 1mportant for the Coast- Guard
~~and for each cadet, -and. each member. to take serlously the
'~m1ss1ons they have been glven. R oo

g On the domestlc front I am very proud of the contrlbutlons
,,that you’ve made as’ cadets to your nelghbore here in Connectlcut
" In the "Connectlcut Stand Down Program" you- are making a - .
dlfference ‘in- ' the lives, of homeless veterans.< In. your work w1th
the: Teen Hot-Line, The. Scout Club and the Recreatlonal '
Alternatlves to Drugs PrOJect you are helplng young people flnd
'alternatlves to ‘what they find in their own nelghborhoods. “And -

- -in ‘your ‘work w1th the Salvatlon Army Soup Kitchen and Lawrence
Memorial Hospital you bring helping hands and open- hearts to e
Apeople who need that klnd of support L ; ;

- . i

. Humanltarlanlsm in our new domestlc agenda takes on an even
greater meaning, because!we have to show by example the o :
: importance of serv1ce,.o§ contrlbutlng, of ‘helping” ‘build a’.
stronger more _secure communlty - We have to;" each, of us,
determine how we can: beet nake that contribution. - So -
o ‘domestlcally, not -only 1n the work that is done on our oceans and
’irlakes .but rlght here at'thls academy people are show1ng the way.
oo s » \
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. And then w1th respect to natlonal securlty, I;know the

President feels _very - strongly that the bravery and: ‘dedication_

. shown by .your fellow Coast ‘Guard men and women -in the recent
months in response to- the refugee crlses in Cuba and Haiti has;
- 'been exemplary., When the Cuban government " led by Fidel Castro,'
'responded to  its .own 1nternal domestlc problems . by trylng to do
_again what it had done- 1n 1980 for01ng an exodus of Cubans oh
- the high-seas the Coast Guard was, dlspatched to. the front - line.

h"Not only were tens of thousands of . lives saved but working in k?‘
© " conjunction w1th the. Navy, the refugees ‘were taken<to Guantanamot_{A‘
where they were held to° be processed while negotlatlons could be . "

,"worked out and. Castro could be backed down so that we could make
' sure that llves were not lost in the meanwhlle.~~, oo '
v B

Whlle thls admlnlstratlon has’ contlnued to support and
: encourage genuine humanltarlan aid. to Cuba; the United. States .

. government has stopped the flow of monéy and all fllghts that

L were belng used to prop up the rapidly deteriorating Cuban .. % "
econonmy. And  in the: mlgratlon talks® that have just ended a few =
weeks ago, the United’ States has agreed to accept up to 20,000
‘Cubans each year ‘but we’re not about ‘to be fully...or forced
.into acceptlng floods of refugees as Castro. 1ntended The"
. agreement will: therefore[create orderly,. 1egal and manageable '
41mm1grant flow that could not have happened’ w1thout the .

a851stance and leadershlp of the Coast Guard '

. Slmllarly,’the Coast Guard's response to the pllght of the -
Haitian people has been - one of 1nsp1ratlon as. well.. The. - C

= President- knows that over half of .the first class, 'and many of

. the thlrd class cadets, Were part ‘of a tremendous humanltarlan f

“mission.. You literally save tens of thousands of lives. oOn the’ :-.

“Fourth’ of July -alone, you rescued over 32 hundred Haitians from

\"?2 dlfferent boats, nearly doubllng tHe previous one day . record. w;

Because the Coast Guard was there, ‘able to stem the refugee tide .
. and control it, the Unlted States today will prepare. for the
‘military actlon that will lead to the _peaceful return of-
‘democracy. in Haiti.. And‘once agaln the Coast Glard 'is on the. -
‘front' line of Operatlon Uphold Democracy, with six alrcraft 14.
" cutters, several patrol boats,'and more than 250 Coast Guard:
actlve-duty and reserv1sts providing: for securlty, search,and—,
rescue, and command staff support.;:., T

It is because of the tradltlon of the Coast Guard--of : .
‘bravery, dedlcatlon and sklll--that the Coast Guard is known for
. its humanltarlan service. And T hope that. each of you. takes .

- great prlde from that des1gnatlon, because truly that is" what 511[ .

military- serv1ces ultlmately are attemptlng to do if they are
part. of a democracy s mllltary Democrac1es do’ not wage war on -

one another. - That is why the great effort: to further democratlze’*7

. the world is 1o} 1mportant to the keeplng of the _peace. . That is
) why the actlons 1n Cuba and Haltl--the last two undemocratlc !
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reglmes 1n our hemlsphere—-ls so 1mportant to the future peace
and ‘stability of our country and our nelghbors Because.

aultlmately ‘it is the humanitarian mission that is the long
-lasting one that underglrds peace and that is truly the flrst
... line . of . natlonal securlty - ,(v,:-,., o .: \

There is much ahead of you as you flnlsh your careers.

" here at. the. academy, because you: will be taklng your pos1tlons in
". the Coast ‘Guard in a timel of ‘great change in ‘our country.. It’ 1s
‘a time of challenge but also 1nsecur1ty "'My. friends: and I C T ‘
- sometimes. think about what it was like: when we were growing up at

the helght of the ‘Cold War In fact, when' I heard reference to a
job I. held in- 1973 Ain the 1ntroductlon,‘I thought ‘many of you ~

. were not even born in 1973 ‘and that caused me to’ pause, but when\
YI talk with many of my frlends and we think back to the. 1950s.
“and early 19605, when we-were actually d01ng nuclear air-raid

drills in our: school halls, when we. would go .out and ‘'sit down

‘next to -our lockers - and put our ‘heads: down" between &ur legs -—as.
.though that could have protected us from-'a nuclear'holocaust -

“when I think about how in .so many ways the world was a simpler ..

_ place-beacause we knew who our enemies were. . They were there: on

that .big map: the Soviet Union, and.€hina, and the other .=~ '

communlst ‘countries in Eastern Europe. We’ ‘knew what their goals

were, to spread communlsm and to undermlne us,.or ‘as_Khrushchev ~

boasted to “bury us.",,gA 1« : ) T »i - "¢;>" {'i"

Yes 1t was a dangerous tlme, and thank goodness wve' are no,
-longer, 11v1ng ‘with the- threats we once faced as.a nation. Thank

o,

‘goodness” ‘that our- country is - dlsmantllng the’ nuclear weapons that2<f

used to be p01nted at us»ln the former Sov1et Unlon

: But when an; era changes, when authorltarlan or totalltarlan
" states become fledgllng democra01es, when walls are torn-down, .
there is also. a great deal of confu51on that goes along with

" that, because the old rules no longer apply.. We -have to begln to;

sort .out how do we all deal with new nations that -didn’t even -
exist five years ago.. We have to determine 'what our' real ’

Jnatlonal security. 1nterests are. - We have to understand that ewen

“though the clear picture:of good versus ‘evil is ‘not’ so- clear and -
understood - as it -was before, that we have to contlnue to show our’
leadershlp " But' it 'requires-a new klnd of leadershlp It
‘requires new ways of. thlnklng and: new ways of acting.’ Never N

- before, I believe, have ‘we so. required. ¢reative,. thoughtful ;
military. leadershlp People who ‘have-a-broad depth of knowledge

'about economics, and s001ology,Jand science, and the emerglng

1ssues that .not. -only - affect the / United, States but the entire-
‘world. . So many of the problems we are .going to face I could not
‘even have dreamed of when .I- was 1n college : R

Who would ‘have thought that env1ronmental degradatlon, that - -~

the kinds of problems that arise from the erosion of the soil,
from the pollutlng of the waters would be undermlnlng many of

v L 3}

N . v e
T : i A ¢
LS . . N : ¢
. . . S i . -t N
B T . * . B c. . P -



‘ the states in central Afrlca and northern Afrlca, that would lead

"to 1nternal wars that . mlght Splll over, borders? Who would have‘
thought ' that weapons would become so- moblle that “thugs and. gang.
leaders .in small oountrles '‘could, dominate large parts of -those’

;countrles because of ‘the. weapons which they- have?. So many thlngsfyl

" "are different. now and they .denand ‘a new . creatlve response. And

. as certalnly as this President ;and this’ admlnlstratlon are
: worklng through it,. it w1ll also be part of your job as well
. - t

s Every era poses challenges to those who not only llve in’ 1t 3

febut want to really make the mést -of their .lives." No time is: ever'-

‘get dlscouraged it is easy to fall pray to the qulck answers)

".‘the simple solutlons, the 30- second sound bites:: Your education’

' .easy. But now wWe have some particular challenges It is easy to .

i

‘here . will prepare ‘you to. thlnk mere deeply, and thoughtfully, and“_.‘

analytlcally about what" faces you, the Coast Guard, and your..:
‘country.. Because we: will, I ‘predict, in the next : few years '

,COntlnue to kind of ‘sway. back and forth -as a natlon~ as’ we begln'A
" to try to find our way-: into thlS new terrltory, for which there _
' is no guldebook for thlslnew world that we. are - creatlng as. we go -

V;along And part: of the balance that we. have-to strlke ‘is betweens‘”

‘those who believe that Aﬁerlca must retreat “that. we have to.

L become isolated, and thoseiwho continue to. urge us to take ourvj.

; ~r1ghtful position as: leader of this- world-—the strongest nation
/- anywhere on the planet whose democracy and 1deals are beglnnlng
‘to take root. | o ‘g' N T, e e
. I 5 . S 4 S ~-\ oty L . o \ . ‘.
The battle between cyn1c1sm fueled by a medla ‘that. is’ more

- interested in sensatlonallsm -and very ex01t1ng confrontatlons

~instead of the ‘hard work |of solving problems will have"to*be
. fought.. Ult1mately, it will come ‘down to a real. battle between

hope and fear. . Will we be optlmlsts about our ‘future, or w111 we.

give in to those who would divide us, set' us’ apart, create war-

- and anx1ety among ‘us?. You would. not be here at. thls academy lf L
i . you were not.a positive person with an optlmlstlc view about your |
- own.life and the ‘1ife of iyour country.  .This is, .if not ‘the: ‘most,
© - one of the most competltlve ‘academic: college env1ronments

'ﬁanywhere in the country. , You have been. chosen from among

" thousands .of ‘applicants. . You, owe yourself you owe this academy
“.and ultlmately, I. would argue, .you owe. this country which not

-

“only* makes your educatlon pessible, . but has made your opportunltyAf*

* forithis education: poss1ble, your ‘highest degree of dedication.

Not only as._.a member of": the Coast Guard, but as a c1tlzen of this

'Anatlon. We need you . now, more than gver, . And based oh what I.

'fknow and what I have seen, I bellevegyou arelready‘to nmeet that N

challenge : “, . \r;'a~3", T
Thank you all and God bless you
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