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. REMARKS BY THE F'IRSTLADY '. - . " 
/. -, 

, \' TO THE! CHILD CAREACTIO~CAMPAIG'N 'BENEFIT 
'/ 

' .... , ..{ .":, N~W,., Y.ORK~, ~IT~ ...'. .,:: ; ,.' ,,' 
'.. '" ,MRS. CLINTON·:.' .-.-:' so much. Thl.S1S llke old· home­

week. : r. .see so fnany ofY9:U, ~n;this audience whom I've 'had a 
chance .. to· work with: not only on·tliechild\care Action ",:,., 

. Carilp~ign "bu;f in;' kinyother efforts· attempting to :promote the' 
well-peing'of childrem· and' fam1.1)es.". And I 'am very glad . to 

'have thecipportuhity' to. be' here 'with, you ~ .',... ,.",' '.,' 
.. ,. '. . . ,~ . ' " '. ' 

. . ~ . 

. ,I a~ a~so p,~ea~e~ ·to be herE7,wit.h,'some friEmd$,who'" 
are on the, platform wl,th ,me .. I want:to ,\thank Tom?lnd " 


- Mere\dith·"noton;I.Yfor their kj,:ridwords, but,fo'i" ,their example 

. as welL, Many, : many, . many years ago -..,' .theymay not' even ' . 


,'" f.,.. , 'I • • .'remember ....,- ::r;was l·nvlt.ed to.tl?-elF· homethrC?,ugh a :erlehd of a 

fr.iend, 'and had ~ 'lovely evening. there', and came' away . 

impress~ed by thed.r·per~tonal co~ltm~nt to -their o.wn family' "', 

an~.ltheway ·thatlth~y evidenced that· in t;h~ir J.,ives~~,·.··, ~. ' .. 


) , 

'. ".' .'." , 'A~d "1 a~' als'o' delighted, ~o "b~" wit~· J~llfi Mack"~~r~er 
. ." . ........ .' 


.. who has, through· :the ye~'rs, ·bro.ught ,a, lot ,c'f "good'information 
. . . '. · a~out·f~milie.sard chil<:lr~n thro\lgh Good Houseke~pipg ~ ',1 , ."e' 

\' :.. · have' s~ld on many occasl.pns;"th~t I,am ct· 10yal:a~d devoted . 
, -reader of, women"s magaiines.· Much, of what I know. about how . 
'toccmduct illy li~f!9 ~omes .,froIn.women's mag~zines .. ,., , , ~., 

" ..,' . ' , 

, ..r. ,Andt,a~ (ns~' pleas;ed"to b~: here: 'with'. ·Oiqk. .' I .used 
" . , :' ~ ·to 'readnews wee~lies.. I" dem't·reap/those ,anymor.e., ,I will , . 

",' c'.. '. ,1. _;) . ., .,.' , . '. ' agaln,· D1Ck, I pirOmlSe;- But I am· grateft;ll forhls leadershlp (:, . 
" : · both at Time but; also at, the Child C'are Action Campaign,. ' ' 

because i t:;, was r'ather' unique that· ·he would take on the . ' ..' 
r.esponsibi'1lity df chairing what 'still to ,too .mcfnypeople is " ~ 

> ~\, 'view~d ·~s· a ,.wome~'s .0r'gani2:ationdevotedto ..~ :women's i$sue .. ',< 
Dick has demonstirated very clearly that "he belcieves that the' , 
~uture o'four ch:il,dren', is an i$stie: ·.that .shouidaffect all of, ;': 
us i, because.. it. a:oes' whether we .choose t.o a.c~nowledge th'at or 

'I not. .,' .. . '. j ._", ' • t W'1 ­

. .!, ' , , ~',' 

. ; ,~ , . I 'hopei ~h'at each of you: ~ho is.,h!9re this ;avening 
willno,t only. ha!ve. a goo,d: time' an,d,' I' hope',! spend some. money 
on behalf of·,this. J:ampaignby,goingback to, .tlie silent 
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,I " auctioriand havingt~~,>fun I· always' did' by, ~and~ririg .ar~un<;i~ 
'hovering near· ~hk 'one thing':· t 'recl1.1y', wantecl~·. sighing with ,'~ 
despa irev¢ry tirtte I. had, to"· go ,back. and ' 'add" my name,' ,'and ( . 
9ften +bsing out! to soni'e~he-:elsej~overingn'earby,:-but: 6ften '" 
making' frie!1dships~ that: otherwise. I·.wo~ldn0t. 'have' begun' to 
'start,/b,ecause.t~is·,:organization ,needs' yourcontinue~·" " , '._ 
financial support to' make the case that it ,makes: so 'well:. ",' 

, J" , , J " ' I. , - , , 	 ' 

, . .; My ti~~ onits board .under the lea<;lershipof Ellie, 
. " 'G~gge~~e.lm~r·has Ibee~ o~u~~ o~.the·:rea~ly gre~tl,experience's .'?f 

, " '"~ my:, pr;t.vate not-fo:r....proflt· life, .'bec:a;use Ellle gets Iilore' , 
.:thi~9s done; in a~'l:lqu!tha)1'many, ofu's"'g~tclone ,·ina~ year . . .. :," 

\ . 'And' I'm very grateful fo:!;" her' leadership., . '\ 
, -I _., '. " 	 ) 

.' :.{,want l'~osay just 'cf ·f~~thlrigs,though,· about" the 
, state, of. children and' wher~ 'we are in our :society right,',rlOW, 

,,' 

,because.'Tom andM~red,H:h 'and' Dick referred t~, the: 'challenges 
, . that ,we' are ,facihg. ·.It's a .rea·:ll'y' kind'9f' contradictory . 

time. ,'On the"onti hand we are' heari.ng niore' than,ever' before' 
the voices of th9se who denigratea'nci .'dem·eari .any kin~' c,f ,',' 

. ; !:' sQcial act:ion .',or' governmental, prog.ram a.im,~d atp.elping . ," 
peopl~;, ,', who ofte*poiri~terronec;>uslY to thei:: belief that, such 

,programs cannot be a' help and often make thlngs worse . . ' , I " . , 
, 	 ,',." ;;. , ' , ' 

'. ' . ~, .,~' And ,'on !tl):e Q:th~:: s~~~ :~e sti11 l1e';l~. t~e yoices of 
thc:;>s.e'who refuse I to take lndlV.ldual ,responslbl:l1ty: as ,ad)ults~:. 
as mothers, as ,'fathers; , ·who . think of ways to blame society;' ' 

. . ~, 'I ' .' . . .'.' .' • " 
some ,:abstract ,creatl0n, for,; the problems, qf our c!,n.ldren.· ~s, ' . , with most argume~ts" like that, . both. are d:!;"eadtu'll.y wrong .arid . 
m~sgtiided. ' .'; . ' '. . '. , ' , " "..e'·/, ." I • ,--t., , ". ' ,'J' 

.! '. . ,', i· '': \ ~.,' ". ..', . ,\ . 
, , , '. one, :of tnemost cogent ~xplanations' about what, o~r 

society needs' ,to·jbe thinking;. whe'n,it.comestO' childr~n 
J t'· '1"'" . . .' ." \ , J 

o.ccurre~ a few YTars" ago 7nttle' C<;l~1101,lCB,ls;hop~' 'Report, on 
the ' F~Iiu ly, when; ,a-f~er,gOlng through many, ,of, the' arg:l}ments 

, that are. made, about how, ·theIndividual has' toi be' responsible , 
., I ' 	 " . .., , . 

and, the government should not help, and 'on the other' han~ how ' 
the government h2is. to be resp~:msible,an,d. ind~vidualsoft'en; \ 

: .-! are victimized a~d ,therefore cannot accept responsib:i,l'ity ~ 

,The report. says,' ;wait, a, .minute, childr'en are ,th.e· result' of 


·:both. the actions.)and, beliefs of their' parents a·n.d. fami:J-ies " 

and, of th~i1;" soc~etY." ' , ,,':..' '" . . '" • " 

, ' 

,We' are :abso-:J;utely; 'ai),:of 'us, 'whether 'or ,'not w~' are, 
parents.,. respo.ns~ble, for the"cond:i,tion,s ,of our children..··_, • 
Bec,~use our'fa:i,14re t9 re'cognize',arip: to,. engage/in what is a <;' , 

, futile 'and ,in many respects very destructive {argument' about' . 
'what' we should .o~ should ,not: . do 'as '.individ\lals' o:r'. through ',our, 

,!-I 

,h' ~ .', ' '. i' • 	 • ~' .' . '.. . '!.. ~ . 
~ "', .' . .governmental:,',lnS'11tutlons not'· only be9s·the, pOlnt but allows ' 
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.toomany ch~ldreh 'fo;r 'to910ng to be forg9tten, . and, once' 
, ; again, ·we don:'t ~ccept the responsibility ,that those .. 

forgotten ~'chi,rdr~n,\pose ~s.' " . . . .:. 
, \, 	 l '\ " . 

" " '" ·:it isiYa~ ove~d~e',for :those of us who ,care about 
children.to cut ,'throl:lgh ,the \rh~toric and. to' say as ,clearly, as ,'. ' . 
we 9an, ye's, par~nts ,have "I to be 'responsible, and they 'TImst.he .' 

.- " : 	 mqr.e responsible 1 than too inany haye been ,for too, I·ong., . Yes" 
parents .'mustdo' everything' they canto sustain a family"" ,:, , ,envir6Ii~ent .that,j is good, arid, l1urturing f()r 'children~' And, 

',' "yes, pa:r:'ents ar,e' the, primary shapers' of their chil~ren' s 
future. / ,\,', ,. " " " J " 

I 	 ; I. I • 

. ':;. 

. : . But ~l~q 'we ,must say,;, yes',' soci~ty I through its . 
'I ' . 

, . . governmental .institutions. also. has, 'resporisibilities. . It' 1's 
........ I, 


, . 
very di(ficulttp point, t~fe, finger of, blame, at paren:tswho , : 
.are afraid to 'let their childr,en walk .to )school not because 
of' the~r'acticmsIbu~b~caus~ of. the' en~~r~nments. in ..~liicl1 ... 

',th~y ll.ve.' '1" 	 !.', ,. :.' " . 

, , .It;is ~lffic~lt to :point the' finge~ .of, :blame ~t· ' 
) " 

, parents' who' in,gt,6dfaith 'send~ :the'ir' children to· s'chools 
, I. I' . '.. ' .' 	 .- • i. t: ; .•. 1',. where· theroofs-:are, falll.ng.dqwn, where the fac·l.ll.tl.esa:nd, 

"'\ . \ ,the resources ar~ less than they I were whe'n: I. waS in school, 
where ·,the 'textbot,ks are 'as old as they were when'I was 'in, .: . 

, schobl,. 'arid. exp~btthose children, to be well e5iucated. 
,'_ I.,.' "'., .'. " 	 .,'. 

. ..! . '/ '. . :' . t.'. . ':'" : . 

. ' We. have'. to, accept.reE?Ponsibili:ty ,for children ~ . And·' 
that "alsorequir~s us to expect responsibility from children,' 

. I . . I .. .". 	 . 
to, begin~: ,to expec;::t them,. to' demonstrate,·tp,at, they 'arecapabJ:e _ 
of 'liv'ing up to' ,~igh, expecta~ions . and'. holdifig them'· .•' 
accountable ·'for ·their. behavior. ,There -are many ways we can 

'do this', as we '-begin :to try: to'chart a third",:way:to~' ... ' 
. demonstrate how we care about children .and .what weare . ',: 1'1 

wi.l'ling to·.demon~trate'bycom:mitt'ing Qu:r:selvesto the future' .' I 

o'f children. ' ,! " . '. .' . . :.,,' ...I 

I' '.. ...' ',' , 	 .' _ '. 
" , - . . ' .. 

We' hav~ blueprints~' We havi3 information available.' ." 
'.} . 	 -, . • .; . I.' . '.. ,: _'.' .' I ,···.··1· 

t' '. The Cfil.ld 	,Care ,Actl.on Campal.gn, ~theCarnegl.eFoundatl.on~· the 
. .' '. I "'" '\' 

.,1 	 Children' s Def~n,f.et Fund, there ~re' so ~any groups that have .. 
presented us year .after year statistical studies. that go 
unrebut,t'edwith recommendations for action .. ' :It is' ~e who 
have failed to a9t.' ",.' ' 

. I 
.\ . I 


. ,~ ,': '. . '. 1. "\ ." " • , ~. '. ~. •
.". So I would add to Dl.ck's three'C's,that not only 
.;' must we.have the I con'fidence; and work to develop" a cons'ensus; 

'. and '. br'ing ,to our l action agenda. comrict:10n, .but we also have. 
I· .:..,.... " .,'" ',. ,\ '. 
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't6 have' courage."1:.o act, ,act in 'the: face 'of 'often, times f 

,daunting odds th~t :would demon'strate<b:j' us' 'flia:t, "actibn 'may' 
"', 

J seem futile at f·irst glan'ce" but everything we do' to save ,the 
, f'uture for one child' moyes qs ,forward 'to: trying to make, a ' ' 

''', :'better ~uture fo~ a~l,ofour ;children. " " , 

, .; ,'Your: being' h'eretonight', ~s: a ,very, strong,fitat:.~mel')t',' ' 
that you'care' abbut, the: 'future of AIrieri,ca' s chlldren~, l' hope

" 	 ' , I ',' ,'.' • ' " """ 
" that statement, doesn't end :Wl.,th your' bel.ng here,because',I" 

,think it i,s>.the , single biggest' challerige,' to Americ,a' :r:ight, " '. 
now. It,:wecannot address th,e needs of our children, thEm,: we " 

( , Cannc:>:t ,as a natif>n el.'l?e;ct,:to rem~in strong and ,prodl':£<?tiVEL: and ' 
growl.ng' and hopeful' 1nto ,the J21st century. ' ) , 

.. " ': ' , " ',,:' "" ", 

., ,', .' I receht'ly:had breakfast with 'a' ,.c0nservati~e, ' ' 
'"pol,itician iromEurop'e':, someone whphe,re" I,suppose~ ,would be, . 

" (" a' moderate'to conservative Repubiicah~ who, sat down and' said" 
':0..,', ' ,,~to. iUe"right off ~he ,bq:t, "I' have, t~o' 'qu'e,sti,ons for' you" i'f', ' 
/ , ,', you, can explain t;hem, to 'me. ' Why won't America provide' health , - ' , ' ,I " " 	 ,,, ,.' , , 

, 	 care for all of, its ,citizens? And why won',t you develop "an .. " 
\ 	 agenda ',to:: ta~ec~re of' YO\lr .children?, : Youj,:lds'e too many 

children t9 ,violi:ince,to ,drugsi 't'o 'al,iena,!:ion, to despair" to " 
dropping out," ',tp!\early p~egnancies.~'" , " ;, " ' 

f. ',' 	 , '" .:~.:.'..'. .. .•' .' ' , .' .. ,~. ' " .', .' 1 .' , " '\. • 

". He saJ.d, "Thl.s makes no serfse to" us, and, l.t does 
"not' matter';" he kaid , "in Ellrope whether you area '" , \ 

'conservative or~liberal. ' What matters' is,; we feel an' \ , 
" ' . " 


, " 

"'e' ,"< " obligation','to. thb .future o,f,: our'n'ation,'· 'ancLthat:. means' we.' ': 

" ' have an obligatibnto' the future of ,our children'." ' '-, 
'. . , ' " ~ .~ , '.. - , : \., , \.:.. . " \. ,.', " 

.'.' , ,,' , ' Th~se t..rer~ d'iff ieult:' questions to, an~wer . ' 'Every 
, ,one', of 'us should think about" how w~' ,would, answer that" and',0 

'then, we 'should think about what'we wiil do so that ,the " 
" '.' _' , ' 'I', " , '. ,'.' . .', ,

questl.on<doesn,op have to, b~ ',asked,ln;th,e fu,tu:re:., 
" ,.~" 

, '," " " :" '; " .. " ' , , " ,,, .. ~: , ", " ',. " .' " . 
" And there' are' people who are· attemptl.ng' l.n the:Lr, 

, I '\., \.. .,' ", . 

,own ',~ays, to make: a, difference. ',And', I am, ve.,:y pleased'to' have.. , ' 
''', '. ~ ", . ."" ,,' ,

the. o,?portunl.ty ~o,l.l!tr<?d~c~ ,'two. <?f ,my fr7
.
ends' who ar~ ,th~ , 

,recl.p:l..ents, ,ofth~ Chl.'1.d', Care Actl:onCampa:l..gn' s ,Fabulous " , ' 
',Family, Award, ·twp'people,who: in 'theirprof,essional lives,,, I 

their private li;ves'" their',public, lives have tried to advance' 
,a pc:>sit.i,veag7nd~" for hope~u~,ness' and' cgange tl;1at would make " 
a, dl.ffer~nce l.n"people~s"I~ves,1' and thel.r com:!lll.tment t.othe .. , 
kind, of future that i 'thin,k we ,want 'to ,se,e.' f¢r our', country, i~ ,', 
being recognized! tonight.. , ", , , 	 , 

~ 'i. 	 .' :, . 
.".' to-	 .. I' 

'. ,'j Arid it:gi'{es me, gre~t,pl~asure',to;:w:lcome and' m~~e 

, I ,MO~E " 
'" , I' . ," . 
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this, awa~d .on beha:lf;of' the C~ild Beth,: 

"'-/''and'Ron Dozoretz'. ''e, 
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