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:ka and the ‘way that}

“7;I1‘ .who has, through

" both at- Tlme but'

,.\

fw‘not

‘.'». i

' about' families" and chlldren ‘through Good Housekeeplng I

" have said on many occas1ons ‘that I .am a° loyal - .and devoted
: o “reader of, women’s magazines. - Much ‘of what I know about how
L to conduct my llfe comes from women s magazlnes.,

because 1t was. rather unique that-he would take on the .
respons1b111ty of cha1r1ng what ‘still to tod many people is
v1ewed -as a, women = organlzatlon devoted to. a women’s issue. .7
Dick: has demonstrated very clearly that ‘he belleves that the -
future of our children. is an issue ‘that should affect all of
5 us, because. 1t does whether we, choose to acknowledge that or

R i\ Tat 3‘,
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REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY <kd
CHILD CARE ACTION CAMPAIGN BENEFIT
NEW YORK CITY A

e " MRS. CLINTON-Y“-— s0 much ' Thls‘ls like 0ld home:
week. ‘T see s0 many of you_ in' this audience whom I’ve had a :
.chance .to work thh not. only on: .the ¢child Care Actlon ’ ’
: Campaign: but in’ any -other efforts attemptlng to: promote the
well- -being of chlldren and famllles.- And I ‘am very glad to o
have the opportunlty to be here w1th you." o

Coon s e I am also pleased ‘to be here w1th some frlends who
' are on the platform with'mé. I want to thank Tom and, :
'~»~Mered1th not. only for thelr klnd words: but for -their example L

~'as well. Many, many, many years ago -- they may not even !
/ - remember -- I was invited to ‘their home through a friend of ‘a.
-t .7 friend, ‘and- had a lovely evenlng there, and . came:away ~
‘ ' 1mpressed by thelr personal commitment to. thelr own famlly

they ev1denced that in thelr llves.’

"“ «(,yb

And I am also dellghted to be w1th John Mack Carter o

the years,. brought a lot of ‘good’ 1nformatlon

And I am also pleased to be here w1th chk LI uSed
to read news weeklles.« I don’t- read those anymore.. I will .
agaln, 1ck I promlse. -But I am- grateful for his leadershlpf

also at. the Child Care Action: Campaign, .

I hope that each of you who 1s here th1s evenlng

w1ll not only. have a good time and, I° hope,}spend some. money-
on behalf of thls campalgn by golng ‘back to. the silent:
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auctlon and hav1ng the fun I always dia by wander1ng around B

"hover1ng near the one. th1ng I 'really wanted, - sighing with
.‘despa1r every t1me I .had. to go .back.and ‘add- my: name, - and I
- often losing out! to someone .else. hover1ng nearby, - but. often -

mak1ng fr1endsh1ps that otherwise I would not have’ begun to

. * 'start, ‘because ‘this. organlzatlon needs your ‘continued-

f1nanp1al support to make the case that it makes so well

My t1me on 1ts board under the leadershlp of Ellje .

4"'Guggenhe1mer ‘has been one of the- really great’ experlences of. |
¢ my- private not- for—prof1t llfe, because ‘Ellie gets more’ .
1th1ngs done in an hour ‘than many. of us'. get ‘done - +in-a; year.
~And I’m very grateful for her leadershlp AR e ' \

| . i )

T want to say just a few th1ngs, though about theu"*

‘state of chlldren and where we are in our society right: now, "
because: Tom and Meredlth and Dick referred to the. challenges
,flthat ‘we -are’ fac1ng ‘It’s-a really k1nd of- contrad1ctory '
. time. . ‘on the one hand we are hear1ng more than- ever- before
the voices of those who den1grate and demean any k1nd of .
" social action -or- governmental program a1med at he1p1ng RERNE S
'~ people, . who. often polnt -erroneously to their belief that. such )a
'w,programs cannot be a help and often make th1ngs worse. A

it . B

‘And on'! the other 51de we Stlll hear the volces of o

v

"lfthose who refuse|to take 1nd1v1dual respon51b111ty as adultS\i

as mothers, as. fathers, who think of ways to blame society;’

. some :abstract creatlon, for the problems of our ch11dren As.’
.. with most arguments like that both are dreadfully wrong and
: mlsgulded }_,_q- o . o : - :

: One of 'the most cogent explanatlons about what our
soc1ety needs’ to{be th1nk1ng when it c¢comes to children -

. occurred a few years ago in: ‘the' Catholic. Blshops’ ‘Report: on

the" Famlly when,fafter golng through many of the: arguments‘

. . that are made about how: the ‘individual haS/to be responsible '
" ‘and’ the government should not help, and .'on the other hand how
*g;the government has to be respon51b1e and . 1nd1v1duals oftén. «
. are’ v1ct1mlzed and therefore cannot: accept respon51b111ty )
‘The report. says, wa1t a. m1nute, children are the result 'of
: < both the actlonSJand be11efs of the1r parents and. families
mhv;and of the1r soc1ety R T A v,“y»w.uf

N, ]

We are absolutely, all of us, whether or not we’ are

"~~parents, respon51b1e for the: condltlons of our ch11dren

Because our‘ fallure to recognize and to ‘engage . in what is a-

. futile and 1n many respects very destruct1ve argument about
‘what we should or should not.do6 as: 1nd1v1duals or through .our .
fgovernmental 1nst1tutlons not only begs the polnt but allows .

[
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ﬁtoo many chlldren for too long to be forgotten and once "
] ‘again, we don’t accept the respons1b111ty that those - '
jforgotten chlldren\pose us.-’ : '

It is way overdue for those of us who care about

- chlldren to cut- through khe rhetor1c and to say as clearly as:
- we’ can, yes, parents haveito. be ’ respon51ble,,and they must be-
.. more respon51ble,than too. many have been for too. long., Yes,
parents ‘must do everyth1ng they can to susta1n a famlly !

e env1ronment thatxls good and nurtur1ng for: chlldren. -And,
’":yes, parents are the pr1mary shapers -of the1r chlldren s

future. N S T ‘~_._,\ - . o
: - But also we must say;: yes,'soc1ety/through 1ts_
.-governmental 1nst1tutlons also.has respon51b111t1es LIt is ‘
very d1ff1cult to point. the finger of. blame at parents who
. .dare afrald to let their chlldren walk to,school not because
~~ of their actlonS|but because of the env1ronments 1n wh1ch
f;they llve.a; "Y“ . _ﬁ: yr R : : .
o It 1s d1ff1cult to polnt the f1nger of blame at
;fparents who in good faith send: the1r ¢hildren to- schools
‘where the ‘roofs~ are falling: down where the fac111t1es ‘and .
_ the resources are less than they were. when I was in school
fwhere ‘the textbooks are as ‘old as- they were . when I was in.
'_school and expect those chlldren to be well educated

ftthat also requlres us- to expect responsibility from children,

. to. begin- to expect them. ‘to” demonstrate that they ‘are capable .
“of 11v1ng up to’ h1gh expectatlons and’ hold1ng them - o
‘accountable ‘for the1r behavior. There -are .many ‘ways . we can

" do this. as we begln to try' to ‘chart a th1rd ‘way -to’

.demonstrate how- we care about’ chlldren .and what we are’ . b
wllllng to demonstrate by commlttlng ourselves to. the future’v
of chlldren - m AT R \ ~"“1,\< 3 -

, We- have bluepr1nts We have 1nformatlon avallable.

The Ch11d .Care. Actlon Campalgn, ‘the Carnegle Foundation;' the
Children’s Defense Fund, thére are 'so many groups-that have -

presented us year after ‘year statlstlcal studies- that go - o
‘unrebutted with recommendatlons for actlon It 1s we who
fhave falled to act.“ IS L {': ,‘,.fp o

o S So I would add 'to D1ck’s three C’s. that not only
- must we have the|conf1dence and work to- develop’ a consehsus
\,and br1ng to our actlon agenda conv1ctlon, ‘but we also‘have

1l
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We have to. accept respon51b111ty for chlldren ‘?And;"'
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'to have courage to act act 1n the face of often tlmes

S

.daunting odds that would demonstrate to us that actlon ‘may'
seem futile at flrst glance, but everythlng we do to save the,w

- future for .one Chlld moves us. forward 'to- trylng to make a.

hfbetter future for all of our chlldren.,'

\.< ) o
f . N

Your belng here tonlght is a very strong statementw;-

Fg;that you ‘care about the future of America’s chlldren.g I hope
+ that statement doesn't end with your being here, because’ I
~think it is- the. 51ngle biggest: challenge- to America- rlght ‘
" now.  If we cannot address the needs of our chlldren, then we . . .
‘ cannot as a natlon expect. to remain strong and productlve andf .
Q::growlng and hopeful 1nto the 2lst century. = Col o

I recently had breakfast with" a conservatlve

‘*3;pollt1c1an from Europe, someone who here, I ‘suppose, - would beef

a. moderate to conservatlve Republlcan, who sat down and sald

" 'to me'right off the bat, "I have two questions for- you,_lf ‘
. you: can explaln them to me. Why won’t America prov1de health
.- care for all of. its c1tlzens7 And why won’t you develop\an
", “agenda to- take care of ‘your children? - You,lose too many

\ chlldren to v1olence, to. drugs, to allenatlon, to despalr, to \

' f: dropplng out to[early pregnan01es "ﬂi'

- He sald "Thls makes no sense to us, and 1t does;

'*not natter;" he sald " "in Europe whether you are a . SN
conservatlve or a 11bera1 ' What matters is: we feel an . b
, .obligation’ to. the future of: our nation, -andthat means we .
S have an obllgatlon to the future of our chlldren "j~“ : :

AR

Those were dlfflcult questlons to answer. Every'

’fone of us should think,K about:how we would. answer that, and . -
‘then. we 'should thlnk about what' we will do so that: the ' ;.?tz\‘

Aquestlon does not have to be asked in the future.u

>3 And there are people who are attemptlng in thelr

;:own ways to make‘a dlfference. -And" I am.very pleased to- have

. the opportunlty to- introduce ‘two of my friends who-are the

j}re01p1ents of the Chlld Care Actlon Campalgn s .Fabulous o -
Family’ Award two people who - in: ‘their profe581onal llves,“-{‘

gthelr prlvate 11ves, their public, ‘lives have tried to advance‘

~a positive agenda for hopefulness and"- change that would make

-a difference in. people s 11ves, and their commltment to the . o
]”klnd of future that I think we want to see- for our’ country 1s~i: ‘
,.belng recognlzedltonlght., . k S , '

»\’l

And 1t glves me- great pleasure to welcome and make

iv‘ ... MORE. .
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and Ron Dozoretz.
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