S 09/25/94 .l
. -PEDIATRIC AIDS.
"+ FOUNDATION

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION




’-For Immedlate Release ,,*‘¢j '1 \1, ;3 September 25 1994

IR ! o . \o, . . : \

'(H THE WHITE HOUSE
Offlce\of the Press Secretary

.‘/.’

'REMARKS. BY THE FIRST LADY =, .
AT PEDIATRIC AIDS FOUNDATION | -
|- * . NEW YORK CITY L

)

MRS CLINTON."'-- very much for hav1ng th1s event.

T feel personally very. grateful to be here and be'a part of
jﬁglt. I am pleased|that our: daughter, Chelsea -Gould come as
‘ well because we belleve that there are many heroes -- heroes{

all- over New York all over America --. who: neéd the support .

x7'and the love and the resources that this event is providing. -

s ‘l" I am dellghted to. be here w1th the 'co- chairs
because of all the: work that they have - put into ‘this.. And I.

'fam also” dellghted‘to be here: w1th Mrs. Guiliani, and I am.

very grateful that she would jOln me, and I want to thank you';

v ‘

. for that Donna. LTt e --, . mﬁl. y ,/.

‘You know there is hardly anyth1ng that can be sa1d:f,“

that canlever adequately descr1be what AIDS does to the. men,\y

- women, -and chlldren that it affllcts. There usn’t any way .

for those of us who are hoping to be helpful ‘in the ways we

'are .best . able to express clearly how . we feel when we watch
%'the struggle of those .who are f1ght1ng "~ But I hope we all
' -realize 'that they, are f1ght1ng not .only for themselves ‘but

chey are: f1ght1ngl ‘in a way, for. everyone, because AIDS is o
“not just a d1sease of individuals. . It affects famllles,‘work
,places, 1t affects the ent1re s001ety : : :

¢ -

-And . the chlldren affected by AIDS are grow1ng in

"1number;r In the Un1ted States today HIV 1nfects 1,300 to -

2,000 newborns each year and is: ‘now one of the top 10 lead1ng

.causes of. death of young. chlldren.' Worldwlde, the numbers e

are even more staggerlng*I In 1990 alone, one million

“children acqulred'HIV ‘from their 1nfected mothers before or’ :.,“"
e ‘durlng blrth 'The World Health Organlzatlon predicts.that by . .
' the year "2000 there wlll be 10 mllllon chlldren 1nfected w1thv e

HIV worldw1de l:, R o ,_~ T
. We know,that for many of those chlldren llfe w1ll
be all’ too short and will be’ filled ‘with paan and; anguish.
Through June of th1s year oveéer ‘5,700 -AIDS cases. have beenﬁ.,
reported ln the. U. S« among chlldren less than 13 years ‘of
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- age,- and of these,more than 3 000 chlldren have already dled

' The number. of -children: ‘with AIDS is 1ncrea51ng. 'And we see '

no end in: 51ght w1thout the kind of concerted effort on’ .
research, preventlon,yand treatment that you are helplng to

i
I o
l

In addltlon to the chlldren who are 1nfected w1th\

HIV many more . are ‘affected- by HIV &nd” AIDS. . Chlldren are p“

belng orphaned"chlldren are’ belng left alone to ‘raise.
‘themselves, So that how - we -can antlclpate that across: the
world by the end of the - 1990s 10 'to.15 mllllon chlldren will
bé’ orphaned by the death of one of thelr parents through

i

I' N

The event today wants to go and bulld somethlng 5

) p051t1ve on those ‘terrible and : sad statlstlcs. .People are
‘*worklng very hard ! on. research. Fundlng for pedlatrlc AIDS

research at the: Natlonal Inetltutes for. Health has increased’
by over 25! percent in the last 20 month&. We know that.we ‘.
are maklng breakthroughs. A’ recent NIH study that. many of

. you may- know about has shown ‘that when the drug AZT is
“administered to HIV 1nfected pregnant women, the- rate of
transm1ss1on to thelr bables drops 51gn1flcantly.y;;

< ‘ Wlth respect to preventlon and treatment we are: / .
also maklng progress.. We 'have achieved a 30—percent 1ncrease.?
in fundlng for- Tltle 4 of . the Ryan Whlte Care- Act because
~this" Admlnlstratlon ‘believes-we’ should not turn our backs on

people or ‘children ‘with HIV or 'AIDS but instead must’ prov1de N

“the services they’need to be taken care of in’ dlgnlty to the ,'f
fullest extent poes1ble., ;.” R

S " We also know that we: have to contlnue to do even’ .
more. “And one - of 'the voices of conscience that’ has e
constantly asked whatcmore can be done" and -has’ worked .
p051t1vely to make it even more llkely that we will, achleve

.some of our goals' w1th respect to research preventlon, and\'~3‘
treatment is. Ellzabeth Glaser.?‘ o L RN S

s

<f3r( Nobody has fought thls dlsease w1th more dlgnlty or'f_

B courage. Nobody has given more hope to more people. Nobody -

" has personally w1thstood the - tragedles ‘and’ the -struggles to

the extent she has yet never. g1v1ng up on elther hereelf her”*r

famlly, or the rest of us who need her volce..,4 [<‘-a, _h

o I thlnk about a11 of the people who have 'S0 much to’
be grateful for,~so many bless1ngs they have. been". given, who
at the slightest. dlsapp01ntment the slightest" frustration or -

x.‘?
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\.'i,;half full but 1nstead see 1t as’ half empty, who refuse to
: ;,work on’ behalf of others because they have dlsappolntments 1n
”“thelr own llves that color thelr v1ew of the world. S Ja

Well Ellzabeth 1s a hero not only to those w1th

;anIV ‘and AIDS. Ellzabeth is a hero: to anyone who understands
gthat you- always have to brlng hope,. you always have to- flght

. “against despair,. you always .can: flnd more meaning 4n. your own
.~ »1ife by helping’ others."And when Elizabeth helped found the -
Pediatric AIDS Foundatlon in 1988 theré was no' pediatric¢ AIDS
.- research’ agenda., It was Ellzabeth and her friends and: co- mwn"
" . founders who made pedlatrlc AIDS an 1ssue on the natlonal
fnresearch agenda. : : .

. . . L 1'4.%,
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Ellzabeth has gone beyond categorles. Sheldoesn't

, ;,care whether you're a conservative or a llberal “a Republlcan
" .or a. Democrat because she knows that those labels are
\'meanlngless in the face .of ‘an epldemlc llke AIDS,. that what
R £ most" 1mportant»for this country today is to recognlze L
o first ‘and foremost we are human beings and" we need to support
../ one. another in our struggles, and partlcularly our struggle
,.agalnst AIDS.,»:;} , L C : .

e -

|
I have the great honor today on behalf of the

'JPre51dent to make a presentatlon to’ Ellzabeth ‘who -never .
."wants you to. do anythlng for her, ‘who never wants recognltlon
. for herself, - but: wants contlnually to keep the. spotllght on’
" the- chlldren who. are affected with AIDS.‘ But Elizabeth, you

- have been an 1nsp1ratlon to so ‘many of usi’.‘You have been a-
v . real hero.. ‘And I thlnk all ‘of’ us want to take a mlnute to _
”t‘:'thank you.,-iw‘,;, S wmy~ma.,, : '

And so the Pre51dent of the Unlted States of

'“9.?Glaser. And 1t reads as- fOllOWSo

S “ . R s ;_ .- »

'2:* "Flve years ago, Ellzabeth Glaser turned her grlef

' over the loss of her daughter and the anx1ety ‘over her son/’ £
~“and her. own ‘health into-activism and ‘hope for .the future.

"+ She" challenged us to confront the disease! that went o
t_ﬂ*unmentloned for too- long 1n our soc1ety,_teach1ng us’ that no
.. one-'is immune from AIDS. Wlth extraordinary courage. ‘and an

o intimate, knowledge ‘of thls deadly epldemlc, she urged our
‘wnatlon £0' move beyond prejudlce, bolster efforts to find a.
~cure for- AIDS- and offer compa551on to those who 11ve w1th 1ts

“V.reffects.“~:¢am T ,
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T“& Amerlca awards thls Certlflcate of Commendatlon to Ellzabeth‘ ”“3
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R ; . "Today Ellzabeth contlnues her vallant work on,
cf;;~“"beha1f of the world’ 3ch11dren, giving us reason to belleve
. ... that this plague w1ll one day be'a nightmare ‘of ‘the past..
" 'Guided by the lov1ng-support of her’ family, the kindness of
. .. .her friends, and- the'memory of her beautiful daughter;. Ar1e1 A
© .. 'Elizabeth’ has set’an!example of - caring leadershlp to ‘which we

;“.:can all asplre. The White House,,Washlngton, D C., September jfi
. 25, 1994 Wllllam\J.]Cllnton.ﬂ_ o PR
K} ' b | . ’ ’/.
. And -on: behalf of the Pre51dent and really, )
. ‘Ellzabeth on behalf ‘of a now -awakened, more compa551onate, ‘
‘ ﬂAand hopefully ‘more lov1ng natlon, all of us; - thank you.}¢a~‘“»

xmﬁi.«i«‘aaw35’<ﬁ*g&’.@tjaﬁfﬂ‘ (End of speech )
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