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! REMARKS BY \THE FIRST LADY" 
, I'"'' 'HONORING VAN CLIBURN, ',' 
; : GEORGE ,WASHINGTON' uNIVERSITY 

,WASHINGTON 'C. C ~ "!, 
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' . .'. , , 'MRS'. CLINTON:' Thank, you 'so' much., ',It is a delight,
' 

" for me to> ,be ",he:r'~;;.among so l!'any who for so many:years haVe ,'" 
, promote¢! cooperatlon and friendship between O).lr countrie,s .. _,,', 

, ,I ' ' ".' , , ,
And I ,am v~ryhopefultha~ th7>c::hanges :that haye"b7'en ,tak,ing 
pl~ce and i:hat h~'[e re~ulted ,In' thew~rmpartnersh:lp betwee~ 
the unitedsta'tes and Russia will lead to even ,more 
, " ' ' ,.., ~ , 'I '."- ' . - ' .. \ ' •..,. ,,- -.' 

, " 
: " c?Operatlve :effo,~ts, \such .as, th':ls , foundatlon. ;> 

~. ". '. 1 -:-:--:"',1', ' .., ' • , . " 

" It ,wasj apartic::ui'ar ,dell.ght for the President: and 
, 'me to see Russian' students at the Library of Congress this. I., 

':~o17ning. '"Andit:has:-,always been a,thr;ill' for me to see' " 
• I ~ _ . 1 '. •. • • • ".. J 

, Amerl,can students who have . recently: been' l:n ,Russla ,to' study,~ , 
, :So ,I ,am'yery hop~fui. that :educC\tional i cuIturC\1 1 arid economi,c 

as.. well as oth~r\ties will continue tQ grow andd~epen.
';: ~ . '. '.,~'. i .' J',.', \ " ..~ " . 

" " ,And ·Ithin,k, one person among ,tis has always s~rveq " 
as a symbol 'of oar 'country's appreciation of 'the arts and of 
thepotential,fo't.!m~ny ye~rs that,1Ne could be brought:. ,

,- together. ,I", ~ , , ' \' , . , , ' , , 
" , 
'/ 

, " ,pi" 195* IW~~i1 a'young:Te~anworithe' Inte:t;'ri~tional 
, • Tcbqikovsky 'P-ianocompetition ,.that ,not, only c;::ame' as a" 
"surprise in· Mo'sc6wiit probably' also came 'asci :surprise in 

, ,. '. ~ . • 1 • f' ... '.. '.'

,New York" because' all of,a suddeno:nto ,the 'lnternatlonal ", 
'c:ultural' scene, came an 'artist whose ',talent' would absoiutely 
revoluti(;>n.ize·no~ pnly' piano playing and concert.' . , 

""'. ,I 

,I 
 ,. I. ' .. , . ,!. " 


performances, "butt also th~' way' we thought about ,the role, that 
,/,mtlsic',has,piayed'!in our liyes~nd the ~miversal,'language' that 
: it ls:1 whiqh t:r:anscends geography ,and" politics. ',',' " 

. ',' 'i ' 'I.. \ ::,: ~ , 

• i' : 

'van'cliburn beca:mebel'ov.ad in~ Russia, in t'he united 
,'States; and.around',the'worla·., He has been and continues·to' 

.. , " ". ' " . I" '-" ' - , . \' . - . 
, be, a treasure,that ,.pebp,les o,f ,alL nations can share. .He has 
'b~en ari ambasSad~J;_ of good,. will" during "somev,er¥ difficult ' 
qays. ,And he has'demonstrated,ln,a' qUletl' perslstent way ,the 

, ',I ", '"' '. ' ' 
contributions thqt, each of us can maJ:ce with whatever t'illepts. 
and skil;I.swe 'are able to have ,and ,d~velop. ",,: ' 
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, . " , ":He' has: shown us the greatest tool of ,diplomacy is" 
" '. ~fte~, the simpl'e i, magic of ,an ?rtistic. encc)Unter and, ' 
"'particuiar~y ~herSha!e9." emotion~ ,that, music, ¢ohveys ~ , W~' cap, 

all appreclate now, ,more ,than three decades ,later, the "lmpact:
,,'c#, his perfo:pnanbein 'Moscowin1958.,' Thank~to' his: music, 
that: dqor be.tweep "our :coun:t::ries was, pracked op~n,.a ;titt,le" ' , 
wid'er and hg,s stayed open durin'g the decades' until now it· is 

;wide open, and we~ are, here)' this' eye,ning. "" , 

, 
," 

,.",' on'be:t:ifilf of ali, lovers ,'of.Iil\iS~C"on b,eh,ai'f of 'all 
Amerlci:ms ,and on, behalf of our dlstlngulshed guests' from 
'Russia, we' want tothank"Va'il Cliburn :.f9rh.t,s,humanlt~ aJjd his. 
great., talent andl to,salute him for making. our:,lives and our, 

" , world: so inuchri9~~r, and ,also to hope, that the ins~iration , 
that.' he. ga'veto m~riy young Russians and'Aiilerican.s;'not ',only 

, ' those.of musical! t'al~nt but ,those ~ithan ear":t0: appreciate 
",'" it,' not only.those wh9 are a~.tists, 'but th()se who dreamed of, 

,a better. politichL and economicr:elationship .between, our, , , 
, • , ,',' , 1 " '," ," , , " " 
:countries,:.:will continue to ,buil¢i a more deep and ,lasting, 
f:r:iendship·that ~ill' stand :the test, of .'t,imeand' in a,way 
bring music:' to all, "o'f:· our 'ears that we can 'celebrate as we 

"move forward ,tog~t,her.' Thank' you, v:anCliburn~',: ,',,',' 
• : ' : I 
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