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Thank you so much
- for me to, be here among 50 many who for so many years have .
- . promoted cooperatlon and friendship: between our countries. . - |
‘And I am very hopeful that the" changes that have: been taking -
place and that have resulted in the warm partnershlp betweenl

the Unlted States and Russia w1ll lead to even more_;f T
cooperatlve efforts\suoh as thls foundatlon. ¥ B

It 1s a dellght

It was a partlcular dellght for the Pres1dent and B

-:80. I am very hopeful that .educational;
oas, well as other ties w1ll contlnue to grow and deepen.,

" me to‘see Rus51an students at the lerary of Congress thls
_'}mornlng. 'And. it has-always been a.thrill for me to see
.Amerloan students who have- ‘recently been in Russia to study.

cultural and. economic -

And I thlnk one person among us has always served

Ly

fsurprlse 1n Moscow,
New York, because all of -a sudden onto the 1nternatlonal
‘cultural scene came an artist whose talent- would absolutely

Y

V;l'as a. symbol -of- our country S appreciation of the arts and of'
- the -potential for many years that we could be brought ﬂf‘
A'together. B LT , S . S

) In 1958 when a young Texan won the Internatlonal
‘;Tchalkovsky Plano Competltlon, that . not only came -as a-

it probably also came as a ‘surprise 1n o

revolutlonlze not only. piano playlng and concert
performances, but also the way we thought about the role that

"\

'”flt 1s, whlch transcends geography and polltlcs.“j‘

Van Cllburn became beloved in Rus51a, 1n the Unlted

”LfStates, and around the world.-
.be. a treasure that peoples of .all nations can share. He has

He has been and continues to

"been an. ambassador of good. wlll during some ‘very. difficult = .
days. -And he has demonstrated. 1n a quiet, per51stent way the ’
contrlbutlons that each of us can make with whatever talents

o d
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.and skllls we are able to have and develop.d\f“
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oy . He has‘shown us the greatest tool of dlplomacy 1s
onften the 31mpleimag1c of an artistic; encounter and :
‘iipartlcularly the‘shared ‘emotions that music .conveys. We can
" all appreciate now, more ‘than: three decades later, the 1mpact
-'of his performance in Moscow .in 1958.“ "Thanks to his. music,

that door between our ‘countries was, cracked open a’ llttle'*,
wider and has stayed open during the decades unt11 now 1t is

Ew1de open and weLare here thls evenlng ‘ L
) o . N - .

)

On behalf of all lovers of mu51c,‘on behalf of all

'u,Amerlcans, -and on- behalf of our dlstlngulshed guests from | ‘"

R

Russia, we want to thank ‘Van Cliburn for his’ humanlty and his,
great, ‘talent and]to salute him for making.our lives and our -
world so much rlcher, and also to hope that the 1nsp1rat10n
that ‘he, gave to many young .Russians and’ Amerlcans, ‘not -only
Ajthose .of musical! talent but those with an ear to appreciate -
it, ‘ hot only " those who are artlsts, but those who dreamed of -
-a better polltlcal,and economic relatlonshlp between our.
tcountrles, will: contlnue to build a more deep and lastlng -
‘frlendshlp that w1ll stand the test of tlme and in.a way
brlng ‘music- to. all ‘of our ears that we can’ celebrate as we
»move forward together. Thank you, Van Cllburn.[~ L
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