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L (? HRC REMARKS ON NATIONAL PRIMARY DAY CARE

“‘~~M CLINTON P - and say. to also the Assoc1atlon of

R Amerlcan Medlcal Colleges ‘they, have been stalwarts, allies’ on
. ‘behalf of" patlents and phys101ans and other health’ care
}fprofe551onals for sthe cause of expanded quallty, unlversally
‘ﬁavallable health care R . . : ' . s

I'm also pleased to be here agaln at GW ! I'm dellghted

" to meet. with the (1naud1ble) I feel that: you ‘re' our,.
' -~ neighbors -- we 1live in the same nelgborhood =— and ‘also. to’
" . be ‘here with the dean and some 'of the, faculty of the
Unlvers1ty School of Medlclne and Health 801ences

I'm also pleased that thlS audlence 1s prlmarlly medlcal

" students. and am grateful for - what appears to 'be an 1ncrea51ng

_ - ‘interest in primary: care practlce ‘When 1 was asked to- speak
'~ here, T ‘readily accepted because. I thlnk that a concerted

. effort to bring. ‘attention: ‘to. prlmary care is essential, notl‘ -
‘only for these; of|you who are in the" health care prOfESSlOD,M
“but ‘also for the rest of our country to understand what is at
;stake - / . R T

\'.

And on behalf of the Pre51dent and certalnly myself I

- ’ﬁwant to convey our apprec1atlon to.all the. primary care
'Z'phy81c1ans and supportlng personnel around the country who
~-are gathered here today to both celebrate but also emphas1ze
:”the lmportance of prlmary care . :

AN

1. have been readlng lately, as I'm shre,you\have,’about

{
[

; the end of health care reform.’ . So many-of these storles talk |

about who won! and who lost who is up and who is down, but I

';Athlnk those questlons niss the p01nt "If we have not -

learned we. certalnly should have learned that health . carée

‘reform is. not -a box1ng match that goes 15 rounds ‘and suddenly

it lS over

It 1s a journey, one that our country has been on for

l“qulte a number of decades, a long journey, sometimes a rocky
" ~one, but nevertheless a journey “that we must keep: maklng '
.together untll every chlld ‘every mother and father every:
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: ,ped1atr101an whom e admlre in Boston, whose books I have
" read, and. for’ those of. you not- yet residents and 1nterns, you
“may not want to read her book ‘about her:. experience on that
,.untll after you're flnlshed w1th it, but Dr. Perryclass
,:(phonetlc) sald the follow1ng. ' :

'icompanles anx1ous to av01d paylng beneflts

‘”each month. R

i
. B

ny am not a. pollcy person, but I know thlS much 'ftfisﬂ:"

'5wrong that. I see one’'child after’ another without any o
‘insurance, most- of’ them. chlldren of - the- worklng poor, the -~

self- employed the part-time employees hired: by large

IS

It is wrong that when the son of a: flsherman puts a

Am]~rusty ‘boat. hook through hlS finger ' his mother has to ask’ me * -
'u,anx1ously ‘about the ‘cost ‘of the tetanus booster “That ' is

what .is at stake -in health care reform, and 1t ;s,those

"v01ces that need to be. heard R T _4',;

P

‘ ‘ I spent the better part of the last 20 months travellng
around this country llstenlng to people s storles about our.
héalth care system ‘To this day I could see the faces of.

. mothers who. worrled about ‘whether they. can afford tetanusa
- booster! Ircan hear ‘the voices of fathers who tell thelr
«‘a.'chlldren to be. careful and not go: out for sports because they
“_rcouldn't afford the 1njury oo - ,

.,;

I hear thooe v01ces and I see those faces .over and over‘ -

.. in my ‘mind, and I don't thlnk anyone, anyone ‘who has heard"

" them and seen. them ~listened to the’ Kind of 'stories that you- =
_iw1ll hear over[and over agaln ‘as’ you complete -your training .
- .could ever: walk away from this issue now, not” when tens of

thousands’ of Amerlcan famllles lose thelr 1nsurance coverageo”

Not when health care costs contlnue to rlse faster than

\fVour natlonal 1ncome " riot when mllllons of children cannot get“
' the vaccinés or. well -child . care.. they need to protect them - -~
v*agalnst chlldhood dlseases vh N 3\\» .

Not when a woman I met in New Orleans last year,‘whoﬁhad

iworked four- years,*stlll can’t afford to get a . biopsy for the .7
lump in her breast because  she still can't afford insurance,:

not when one’ Chlld who is the’ grandchlld of . people I have =

‘talked with, w1th menlngltls survives. and another. child, ,also7 v
‘a grandchlld w1th meningitis, dles, the dlfference belng that =

one, famlly hasclnsurance,land the other doesn’t

ﬂ These are not polltlcal problems These are, human-*ﬂ,:

’problems that deflne who we, are.as a. people and that’s why

[ R i . A
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, 131ster and brother and husband and wife has the rlght to fyv
', access to quallty health care that your are tralnlng to.-
_prov1de - (applause) -‘g o - 3#.zv SRS

%

V Over these last months, when Congress debated reform and L

) opponents spént hundreds of millions of: dollars’ to, saturate

the airwaves with negatlve advertlsements, people like _you
~all over. our’ country got. up every day and .did the 'best they

~ could, dld the best they could for their" patlents, did the

- best. they could so" they could be ‘the kind of phy81c1ans who

upwould invest themselves. profess1onally ‘and. personally in. ~
patlents of the future :

, ' And they did.. so every day in ar system that often worked
agalnst the best interests ,of phys1c1ans and patients,. and'
‘when' the' congre551onal se881on ends 'in a few ‘weeks .and ...

"";everyone in Congress goes home, prlmary care prov1ders will:

i<18tlll be flghtlng the . dally battles dgainst diseases. treated‘yfu

“too late because there was no 1nsurance, agalnst an insurance =

'Vsystem that 'still dlscrlmlnates against -the" elderly and the I

U"51ck the«small bus1nesses and the self- employed

They w1ll Stlll be laborlng on behalf of thelr patlents.3
agalnst a system choklng on paperwork and" ‘confusion. So' when_

';".the Congress goes home and the pundits ‘dec¢lare health care

'*reform dead” for the tlme belng, .just remember ‘the millions of

~:uphys1c1ans and nurses, medlcal students and teohn1c1ans who

. 1don’t get to ‘9o home *,} . ..'_, -

They stlll keep worklng to make ‘sure’ that the people of: -
. Amerlca get the health care they deserve every 51ngle day
"As future doctors in- medlcal profess1ons, you,know the -

“;.;1mportance of.: the battle we ve been waglng for the. last 20

A?reallty of our health care system in the training'you do

f‘months ;;j;-1*.' S 1.\.- . - AT

T You know why it is.-so v1tal that ‘we achieve unlversal f'~;h
coverage. You know. because you have already begun to see the” h

/7
L

i jevery single day.-. Those realities have llttle to do w1th .
.pOllthS and -a lot to do w1th people ‘ PN

v

That’s why,.ln ‘the larger scheme of: thlngs,vit'doesn'tf

'/'much matter’ whether the President. lost or I ‘lost or the"

L Republicans ‘lost or the. Democrats lost this: first battle

.What’matters is whether: the" Amerlcan people w1n or lose
That 1s what is . at stake ,Lf{‘ ‘\H “ ; s

» I’m remlnded now of an Op-ed. plece l read in’ the New
) York tlmes about a year ago It was wrltten\by a’

e
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-.'when. people keep asklng me 1f I’m g01ng to glve up on health-
- care reform my answer 1s always the same. : :

N ~ PR

.’

: Why would I glve up on Amerlca or the Amerlcan people’

: fIﬂam the result of pr1v1legeh “I"am the  result of good

health: I am the result.of a.great: educatlon.: ‘Why would I

~.‘not want to do what I could in ‘any- ‘small way to make it -

,thave had over my.:. llfetlme° B

,’learned a: lot.h_

possible; sfor others to have’ the’ same opportunltles that I

,/‘1 .

- .J‘

A As the Pre51dent sald earller thls week ‘we've had’ some B
- rough - spots on the’ road,lbut ‘this journey is far from over.

-“Obv1ously, I'm dlsapp01nted we didn’t achleve our goals thle'
- year. . As you: know, 1t's not been an easy.process, but we Ve

o ' Boy have ‘we learned a. lot and I'm sure we W1l1'cont1nue;
to learn more along the way, but I am’ personally grateful for
-and proud of the enormous ‘effort that millions of ‘Americans

e'made. Thanks . to the hard- work of thousands of people -across
. the’ country and- thanks to a ‘public eager ‘for progress, health

‘akltchen tables of Amerlca B S ‘
. : ,z.u : ;s T : I
Now, hopefully, that dlscu581on w1ll contlnue among '

‘Care reform is now a. subject regularly dlscussed around the

, famlly members -and frlends -among colleagues ‘at: work.-and: also v
.~ .among law-makers when the new session of Congress convenes, '

but today offers, us a wonderful opportunlty not  just. to talk L
about" what did not happen thlS year but to pay trlbute to.z !

‘-~what 1s worklngﬁ.\f*

As part of". thls flrst every Prlmary Care Days'we have o

".the“chance to consider the’ extraordlnary contrlbutlons of ouri“

" . primary care communlty, of doctors, hurses, phy5101ans' .
ass1stants, ‘all those whose work embodles compassion, qualltyl

' "ijand trust on the front llnes,of the Amerlcan health care."

. system. AT S - AT ‘n‘
- And we can also reflect on the v1tal role of our medlcal
--schoolsand teaohlng hospltals ‘that serveé as. beacons in their:
3commun1t1es, prov1d1ng cutting edge: blomedlcal research, -
state- of ‘the-art' technology; cllnlcal ‘and tertlary care,.and
perhaps ‘most 1mportant quallty treatment for those among us -

T

”j\tfwho mlght otherw1se go w1thout o “;; EETIR A

. Nearly every medlcal school in. the country Ais- "'“\"
/partlolpatlng moday . That s a’ testament to the*grow1ng L

\‘~1nterest in primary: care‘medlclne among medical’ students llke =

yourselves, and I was heartened to.see the results of thls

MORE e : ,; -
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year & Assoc1atlon of American Medlcal Colleges survey whlch
'show that the percentage ‘of medlcal school “graduates
1nterested in, careérs as generallsts increased for the second
tlme in. a row.,f~'g ‘ ‘ P ': o ”,/ S o

That certalnly accords w1th my personal experlence‘ln
talklng w1th medical students around the country who have
expressed ‘not only: ‘an interest personally but also a i

commltment publlcly to prlmary care. z‘,tmv -

\Today more than one : 1n flve graduates\say they mlght go
1nto primary care., That is- a goodwbeglnnlng, but’ we. need

_even to do better. "That number will grow hlgher,

<

R

partlcularly glven;the 1nnovat1ve programs taklng root 1n'
some of .our medlcal schools. o : e

. [
1 .
iy

e There are unlver81t1es now who are developlng loan
programs and forglveness programs for. students enterlng

i

- primary ‘care and practlce 'in rural areas. There are many. who .

are - developlng communlty based teachlng 51tes for medlcal S

A PR
[ '

There are other who have set a goal as to. how many of
thelr graduates ‘they hope choose residencies in: 1nternal

medlclne, -pediatrics -or family medlc1ne and there are othersliA’

‘who, because of thelr success over the’ years,  are, 1ead1ng the
way by worklng w1th ‘other schools to demonstrate how prlmary
care can be made a prlorlty : : . A

‘d And here GW there now 1sfa prlmary care apprentlceshlp
for ‘all second year students. "These are s1gns that ' our . -
medlcal schools ‘and our medical students-are not: only moVLng '
in the right- dlrectlon but leadlng the rest-of us in the '
rlght dlrectlon as well That is only approprlate., '

i
v

, You w1ll have to lead You are the ones:’ who have made a’
commltment to care for children :and famlly (inaudible) . .. Many *
who are prlmary care phys1c1ans have’ often chided thelr -

spec1a11st friends by p01nt1ng out that, ‘as a generallst .

‘they have’ to know a much broader range of medlcal issues: = .
because they meet .and .treat ‘so many dlfferent klnds of people.‘
w1th S0 many dlfferent presentlng symptoms._,ﬁ‘

.
[

, It is a - compa581onate and carlng commltment but it is ‘
1also an 1ntellectually demandlng bhe as.well, and. you are the,
: ones who have: shown the’courage to take ‘that -on.in a time of
change and uncertalnty, and. that is espec1ally 1mportant as
we. chart reform 1n the future,,fr e ) AR
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r One of the great dr1v1ng forces for me personally behlnd -
o heéalth care reform has been. my concern. about “the . future of . =
‘our - ‘medical colleges and. our academlc health centers. The

-current financial system w1ll not permlt the contlnulng
T?m1551ons of .our academlc health .centers and medical colleges
T to be fulfllled at the level that we expect and need from i
them . ‘ ) ST o e o _(‘ . . -
Y RS : ..y,‘ﬂ RS 0 AN
- \So for me personally, the. effort for health care reform
is also an effort to stabilize and always be able to say we’
\have the finest. med1cal educatlon in-the’ entlre world. R
.Because when we | .look at the: state of health care today,
;know we have the flnest 1n the world e ; ‘

v

,." .

LT was at a hospltal yesterday w1th Mrs Yeltsln; able to-
‘'show her advancements in technology that were beyond anythlng
she had ever. heard‘of or even dreamed Of. ‘We know that we.-

;ghave a system that has produced cuttlng edge research and
jpatlent treatment that is- the envy of the rest of the world

But we also know that because of the way we flnance v[
,health ‘care- all that we .have accompllshed is, not ‘as- secure

“-.for the future as 1t heeds to - be, and we' also know that. too

Afmany of, our fellow ‘citizens currently and more, to come,
Pecause .of the way we flnance our - system will not recelve

- -.the care that you are belng tralned to offer

4 Y_,

. In addltlon to the hospltals that I v131ted ‘both" here in-
,>JWash1ngton and’ 1anoston within *this last week I’'ve also :
“been in clinics.: I've talked with- frlends of mine who- are N
: phy8101ans I’ve talked with many who - worked .on ‘behalf. of
,>,health care’ reform, and they have asked me to. contlnue to..~e
“remind all of us that this’ effort: we' are: engaged in 'is an -
- effort that, at bottom, is really about what kind of. people
- We are,- not ]USt what klnd of health care. or medlcal system '
we, “have. oo - : -
. ‘;“' ol . . i . . ;
" - Because -it .is very dlfflcult when you sée the rlslng
ratés 'of ‘untreated disease'and you" see, the public health '
‘ problems that we have not to.realize that ‘the .future of thlS
fcountry,4not just our health care,system depends upon us
‘contlnulng our journey toward unlversal coverage

LN
K .

, ‘There are Stlll too many bables who don’t have access to
,“preventatlve health care or. regular checkups - Theré are g

L.ostill. too many- adults who use. the’ emergency rocom as thelr
w-:fprlmary care. phys1c1an and. there are still too’ many famllles
. - paying. far’ .too much for" the ‘care they receive at a time. ‘when .

:employer based care 1s belng cut back and beneflts pared _'a{ﬂ

MORE
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~ f~ And there are Stlll too many phy51c1ans who are second- ‘
. ‘guessed every day ‘by .insurance company bureaucrats who A
" substitute théir bottom: llne ‘concerns. for your: medlcal U
'educatlon., We must have the courage to keep g01ng.u; L }; .

I

If thls were easy, somebody else would have done 1t

'It’s like that great lTine from "A Leéague. of Their. own" where

‘:;about; Ifultywere‘easy, somebody else would do 1t .

o
L =, : L)

Gena Dav1s says , to| Tom Hanks, "I.can’t -go on.. It’s Jjust too -
hard.".. And ‘then he does say to her, "Hard ‘is-what 1t s '

N

SR It is’ not easy for you fac1ng the future as pnlmary care

_phys1c1ans, but At is not’ easy. for us elther ‘as.; American

<01tlzens fac1ng the uncertaln future of an. unreformed health

b s

[.f

.~ 'care. system that w1ll continue. to undermlne what is. best
- © about- the Amerlcan health care. . system., .

%

f v
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At tlmes when.the path seems dlfflcult in medlcal school

‘:jor 1nternsh1p or res1dency or‘on Capltol Hlll I hope we will

all remember’ what the - President said-a year ago when" he spoke
to. the natlon about the ‘heed- for héalth care reform.
Somebody we w1ll reach a. p01nt when it will be unthlnkable
‘that. there wasfever a time in thls country when hard. worklng,
tax paylng Amerlcans couldn’t get the health care they
needed LT _”,- , ‘;«. A o : , 4 S

' .
N
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What we have 'to" do, those of us who care about our. .
future as a country, care about! your:-. futures as. phys1c1ans'
must resolve that‘we 'will, in our own -way, contlnue this.
journey The’ journey 1tself is, worth. every 51ngle step, and
the,outcome, which I am confldent we will eventually reach,
w1ll certalnly be worth what any’ of us 1nvests in, 1t :

4

Thank you for your commltment to prlmary care and thank
you for ‘being part of ‘the health care system 1n our country.
<app1ause> R A

L (End of \t‘apel_) ’ '
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