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Thank you.. Thank you all so much. (applau ) Thank you
very much, Jane. Thank you for that much too gracious
1ntroductlon. Thank you| for your leadership an _your service.
Thank you Jim for the invitation to participate [in this 25th
Anniversary celebration.| I must say to Mr. Walters that I'm

flattered that your knees are shaking. When you get to be my age

that’s very nice to hearL But I also have to say that those card
board cut-outs you see around town, I remember walking by one

‘shortly after we moved to Washington, and it just registered out
.0of the corner of my eye.| And I saw my head, and I saw my current

hair style, and I looked| and I said; "Oh, I didn’t know I had
those clothes." And the| next time I saw it, I got a. little
closer and I said, "That/s not anything I own, I’ve never worn
anything that looks like that." I got a little closer and I°
said, "That’s not my body'" It was really one of the defining
moments in my 1ntroduct10n to Washington, things are not always
what they seem and you must be very careful. :

I bring you greetlnés from the President, who shares my deep
sense of appreciation for your steadfast commltment to justice
and peace. And I want to congratulate all of tonight’s award
winners. I was pleased to be here to hear at least some of those
awards given. To read in| the program about the work that is being
done and to share in a small way the feeling of gratitude that
swells this crowd and room, when we see, face to face, people who
are living their faith. |And I must say a special word about my
friend, Elanie Jones. She is worthy of the award you have given
her thlS evening. And w1ll continue to wage the fight on behalf
of civil rights and to ensure that our nation does not turn. it’s
back on the accompllshments that we have worked so hard to .

‘achieve over the last decades.‘

When I hear about those who won the awards, when I look out
at this audience and recognlze some of you and know the work that
you are doing 1nd1v1dually in your communities, collectively
through organizations 11ke the Interfaith Impact. I know what the
President means when he talks about dynamic partnerships, because
we are living in a time when more than ever we need such
partnerships. When we must - come together to work toward our

- common goals, to realize|the vision that we share for the kind of

country and society we want to help achieve.




Justice and peace were rallying cries that brought this
organization together in| 1968. That was a time of conflict and
chaos and tragedy following the death of Dr. King. But when many
were predicting the doom‘and gloom of pessimism and a hopeless
future, . you came together.' You came together out of faith that
shared a vision of what we can become. And together you have
kept that vision alive. | You have continued to work on behalf of -
Dr. King’s dream- of social justice and racial harmony and
spiritual triumph. You have often-- again, individually and
together through your collectlve commitment to faith and the way
it lives its life with us-- to show the rest of us, from time to
time, that we can build consensus, that we can make stands on
behalf of peace and justlce. Today, we again need your vision
and leadership, as we nav1gate these uncharted waters of these
challenging t1mes.

America and the rest of the world is living through a great
global transformation. We hope it will be a reformation, but we
know that in times of change and challenge like those confronting
us at the end of this mlllennlum, that it is often difficult to
'see through the glass . clearly. We don’t know what awaits us, and
the work we do as we attempt to create this future, has no
guaranteed result. But we are led by our beliefs, our faith and
our commltment to one another, to our world and to our future.

A few weeks ago I attended, with my friend Joan Campbell the
United Nations World: Conference on Social Development in .
Copenhagen. I was struck again, as to how the human challenges
confronting us are the same the world over. I met people from
Asia and South America who have been successful at creating
educational opportun1t1es for children, particularly for girls,
and have seen the lives of their countries transformed as a
result. I’ve learned from People living in Africa about new:
initiatives they are attempt1ng to create jobs, to raise the
standard of living, to br1ng health care to those who live in
remote areas.

I shared ideas with‘people from the Middle East who were . -
determined to bridge ancient hostilities to build water systems
and health care systems together. "And in a few days I leave for
South Asia, where I will|be visiting people in Pakistan and ’
India, Nepal and Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, who are work1ng
together, coming together across all kinds of divisions, in order
to help empower one another to meet the challenges of the1r
lives.

Rellglous leadershlp has played a major role in these
achievements. I have seen such leadership 'in Copenhagen, I will
see it ‘again in my journeys over the next week. It is that ‘
religious leadershlp, regardless of the faith it represents, that
holds great promise for us- if we are able to continue to build a
consensus together about|what kind of country and indeed what
kind of world we want our chlldren and grandchlldren to inherit.




We tend to think inl
ours, but as citizens of

Anerica, that our problems are-uniquely
a shrinking global village, it is -

becoming- 1ncrea51ng1y apparent that human problems respect no
boundaries, and it is only through recognizing our connectlons,

that we will understand
global competition that

newspapers, but rather in the global cooperation that will enable

us all to build a better

That is why I am de

you have chosen to pursue.
and just like the President’s agenda; it puts
'children and families flrst

and global,

the President, and all o

that our future lies not just in the
we read so much about in the pages of our

quality of life.

11ghted at the 1eglslat1ve agenda that
It is an agenda that is both local

You share many of the same goals as
f us associated with the Administration

are grateful for the support you have shown us, as we have fought

some very tough battles dur1ng these past two years.

You have

been there with us on the front lines on behalf of health care

reform, on behalf
the announcement of the

of the crime bill,

and I hope you saw today
1n1t1at1ve to prevent violence aga1nst

women- that was one of the most thrilling events that we’ve had

here at the White House.

You have worked to create and are going

to work to save Americorps, which gives young people the idea

that they are part of a
out there for themselves

larger community, that they are not just
L You have worked on the part of issues

of workplace fairness, justlce for women and the promotion of

diversity. I am grateful

1 to learn that just yesterday, your

caucus that visited at the White House, expressed its support for

Dr. Henry Foster to become the next Surgeon General.

support is most welcomed

That
‘ because it is a signal that Americans

of faith and good will are willing to stand up for what is right.

-Dr. Foster hasvspent hls\

life trying to help people, and your

.support is very meaningful.

You come to- Washlngton at a pivotal time.

You know that we

- are in the throes of a great debate, and that debate is
characterized on one 51de by the currently fashionable notion

that government is the root of all evil.

But 77 days into the

Contract with America, or Jim’s version, the "Contract on
Americans," we have learned the contract is indeed a financial
arrangement. One that a551gns far more importance to the
interests to the very wealthy and the very powerful than to the

interests of the poor, the needy and the weak.

that sort of contract in
country that view s it’s
contractual and not mora

- We need instead, as
‘a New Covenant, a sacred

American people and among the American people themselves.
+ .are our obligations toward one another?

We do not need
the United States of America. And any
relationship with it’s children as

l, is seriously off track.

the President has said for now 3 years,
trust between the government and the
What
A covenant that reflects

"our long held belief that every citizen, rich or poor, urban or
rural, young or old, of any race or ethnicity or religion, has

the right and respon51b1

lity to rise as far as their God given




talents and determ1natlon .can take them,
someth1ng back to soc1ety in return. -

That is the underly1ng principal of

and then to give

the President’s New

Covenant and it is the underly1ng principle of your own Covenant
With the People- "Agenda‘for Justice." This principal, as you

know so well,

thy self"; The poor, the orphan, the captive,
love of God alone"; Blessed is he that considers the poor,
These old ideas and

Lord will deliver in time of trouble."
others like them that flll our religious

personal souls, have gu1ded us for centuries.

is grounded in ancient ideas- "Love thy neighbor as

feed them to the
the

faiths and nourish our -
Yet today, the.

foundation, which we have built in Amerlca, to try to put 1nto

action those pr1nc1ples,

We need to remember
because after all, gover

And although it is

those beliefs in ]eopardy.

that govt does have ‘a role to play,
nment is us. We are our government.

unfashionable today to remember,‘

government has played a major role in the lives of every

American. Whether it is
highways , whether it is

driving to work on federally financed
drinking water and breathing air that is

protected by federal laws and regulations, whether it is
attending school some help from government financed loans,
whether it is nutritious| lunches for low income children,
summer jobs for young people, or heating fuel for the
d1sadvantaged or aid for poor children with disabilities, or an
Americorps program, that|1s giving 20,000 young Americans the
opportunity to serve the1r commun1t1es and earn money toward-
their education. These and hundreds of others are examples of
government working to g1ve people the tools they need to take
responsibility for the1r own lives.

or
or.

But today these government programs are deemed by some to be
unimportant and unnecessary, because they go only to those people
to them to the other to the alien. My minister recently gave a

- sermon in which he related a story about the ancient Israelites'
who annually placed all of their miseries and sins on the head of
" a goat and sent the goat\off into the wilderness. When the goat
reached the w1lderness, the tribe was cleansed of it’s problems,
it’s ev1ls, it’s sins. That is an apt parable for what is
happening in america today. In today’s society, the scapegoat is
poor children and their parents, and somehow we think we can rid
ourselves of all our soc1al and economic problems by scapegoating
them to a wilderness, of qreater poverty and hopelessness.

Well, as a ten year
said at this past sunday )
‘Capitol, children have to say no to a lot of things.
not be one of them. ' :

old boy from a Washlngton m1ddle school,
’s children’s rally on the steps of the
Food should

<




Some in Washington and around the country justlfy such
budget cutting of these kinds of programs that invest in people
by saying that we have all of these programs—- we’ve been paying
money for these kinds of services, but things are only getting
-worse. Well, obviously, nobody ever conceived our government
programs as a panacea. We all know that services and programs
will not 1lift a child out ‘'of poverty without responsibility and
effort. We all know that a school lunch program can help a
child’s physical and intellectual development, but it can’t
provide shelter or 1ove.l We all know that a nutrition program
for pregnant women can increase the likelihood of a. healthy baby,
but it can’t pay the rent or convince the mother to give the
child the kind of attentaon the child needs. We know that.

~ As you so eloquently state, welfare reform must not focus on
eliminating programs, but on eliminating poverty and the damage
that it inflicts on children, on their parents and on the rest of
society. This is a seam&ess web that cannot be chopped up into
little pieces. We must see children and their parents, we must
see families and the poor. "We must see ourselves as God sees us-—
as whole human beings deserv1ng of the respect and dlgnlty that
each. of us is entitled to.

'To overcome poverty, children and families need the basic
necessities of life and they need also the intangibles that can
only come from adults caring for them, and they need a strong
.economy .that gives opportunltles to those adults, so they’re are
able ‘to take respon81b11aty.

That is why we have to avoid these false debates that are
currently in fashion today. We must not say on the one hand that
we can have an approach that robs children of services and fails
to address the broad economlc and social forces that contribute
to poverty in the first ‘place. These choices are false choices-.
- they are part of a false{debate. The problems that we face are
real, and many of us in this room have to be careful not to
confuse the advocates of| such extreme positions with the people
who often follow those p031t10ns because they don’t know what
else to believe. It is- very important as we fight on behalf of
the poor, on behalf of the vulnerable, on behalf of the most
needy among us, that we do understand and respect what it is that
is driving so many Amerlcans to side with these uncharitable and
very mean spirited pOllCleS. We must understand that. And much
of the reason lies in the way the economy and social forces are
working on people today. .Many Americans have been worklng harder
and harder and not gettlng ahead economlcally. "It is true that
the middle class, broadly defined, is actually working longer
hours with often both parents, where there are two of them in the
home, in the work force, unable to maintain a standard of living
that one parent working could have taken for granted in the 1950s
or 60s.




There has been a gr
to Americans of many dif
levels, and it is import
effectively about the co

forget that many peopleJ

Contract, saying they do
school 1unches, or whate'
themselves, being driven
our love and attention.

and hear them. . It is on:
economic problems that a

insecure, so that they a
others, have their roots

many of us who can take
celebrating. So we mus

t

eat change in the opportunities available
ferent kinds of backgrounds and income
ant as we search for ways to communicate
ncerns that bring us together, not to

who are now saying they favor the

n't think that children shouldn’t get

ver else they are advocating, are

by fear. and insecurity. They too need
They too need our wllllngness to listen
e of the great ironies, that many of the
re affecting Americans and rendering them
re withdrawing from reaching out to

in explaining global transformation that
dvantage of such change, are - ‘
be very conscious of how difficult and

a

complex these issues are, and try to work out approaches and use

language that is ‘also 1nblu51ve and filled with the possibility

we will bring people to
Because all of us will h

.We know that the mo

will never be done in th

done in our homes and ou
organizations. It w111|
workplaces. No governme
substitute for a famllyﬂ
that can either support

our government during tﬂ
the middle class of Ameq
the face of change, is m
contlnulng effort throug
safety net. We have to
together. And we also,
appreciate that part of
a spiritual renewal.

We will fight hard
Capitol. We will fight
are undertaking. But, a
believe, more successful

us, and not just draw lines between us.

|

ave to accept responsibility.

st 'important work on behalf of children
e Capitol here in Washington. It will be'
r nelghborhoods and our community

be done in our churches and our

nt can love a child and no policy can
s care, but government. can make decisions
or undermine families, and for too long,
e 1980’s made decisions that undermined
icans, and by renderlng them insecure in .
aking them allies in this government’s

h. the Congress to undermine the social

Pnderstand how all of this works

especially with a group like this, must
what we are confronting, is the need for

for the programs that are at risk in the

the Congress over all of the efforts they
t the end of the day, when we will be, I

than some days it looks. That is not

enough. We have to chan
people of different race
positions, to once agalﬂ
willing to risk, to help
needs your voices, your
leadership.

What I heard about
convinces me that by exa
can continue to reach in
be instruments of faith.
‘ultimately, I believe, h
intended to be.

ge people’s hearts. We have to convince
s -and religions, of different econonmic -
care about eachother and once again be

}eachother. Now more than ever, America
energy, and especially your moral -

the churches that were given the awards
mple, sometimes against great odds, you
to people’s hearts. You can continue to.
‘That moral voice and moral example will
elp move us back on the track we are
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I 'heard a great sermon the other day by the great preacher
Dr. Gardner Taylor, at Howard University’s Chapel, and he said,
"You know, those folks up in Congress have it all wrong- they say
that they have a Contract With America, but America has a °
contract with hlstory. hnd that contract with history has called
us time and again, to be' willing to sacrifice on behalf of a
vision, of a dream, of a future, that could not necessarily be _
seen, but which we could deeply feel in our hearts and our souls.
I am very hopeful that ds the scripture says, "You are "the salt
of the earth and the llght of the world. That if your light
shines before men, they will give glory to the Father in Heaven.
We have our work cut ouﬁ for us, but what a glorious work it 1s."

. I join you in hoplng that the next 25 years see peace and .
]ustlce bloom through out our land. Thank you all very much.




