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Z ~ ::toT..~:.:c4 'i;c :.~ !lera -- and I am happy to be home among 
old friends. I 

Z first met'vernon JO~dan at a.Leaque of Women voters 
conference in 1969. I serted with him on the board of the 
Children's Defense Fund. The president and Z have listened to 
him oyer -the years, in the [toughest moments, and his advice has 
often helped us find --.and sometimes lose -- our way. 

. 1 . . ' . . " \, 

. Let me acknowledge another friend; Kaya Angelou, whose words 
are so transforming, and s9 empowering. . Z will alway.s see in my
mind's eye that day a few years ago when a son of Hope, .Arkansas 
became .America's president; and a daughter of stamp, Arkansas 
became AmeriCa'.s.znauqural \poet. ..' () 

. Tonight, we celebratetmany things. We. cele~rate the vision ,. 
of those who joined together a quarter century ago to found this 
extraordinary enterprise-f the pioneering social scientist . 
Kenneth Clark, who has·also been a historlc prophet of. justice;
the political. master, Percy sutton; and the legendary dean of 
black politics -- Louie Ka~tin and former congressman from 
California, Kerve D~lly[DZE-mullYl~ 

. I '. . 
We celebrate the leadership 'of Eddie Williams, who .has 

molded, shaped, redefined ~nd strengthened the Joint Center 
and made it a compass for ~ur country's journey toward true 
"liberty and justice for ail. 1I . 

Eddie i~ a scholar, Jpolitical organizer, a pollster, an 
idealist, a pragmatist,> a ~aster of· statisti~s and soundb~tes, 
and a man of immense human~ty and compassiofl) And we are here 
tonight in large part because of Eddie Willi~s •. 

. . til.. '. o 
Yet more han fr endsh1p br1ngs us together. zt 1S your· 

25th birthday~ And that birthday offers us a chance to reflect on 
new freedoms that were borJiin America in the 1960s -- a movement 
for civil rights and buman!dignity that is fa.r from finished, 
that is sometimes under siege, but that has led our great nation 
to re-examine its conscien~e'and rewrite crucial parts of the 

law. W 11' 11' I, f l' t' h' t . ne can areca 1mages 0 ear 1er 1mes w en Jus1ce 
seemed to "roll down like ~at:ersll'and righteousness.appeareduto 
gather a~ "a mighty st~eam'j -:-- transforming our people and, our 
history 1n countless d1ffe,ent places.and ways. Z know the 



• profound effect tbis movem~nt bad on a young bigb scboolstudent 
in a small soutbern town w~o was so toucbed by tbose times tbat 
be memorized tbe speecbes of Hartin Lutber King, Jr.; questioned 
tbe very order of tbe society in wbicb be was born -- and years 
later, carried witb bim toltbe Presidencytbe faitb be often 
expresses -- "tbere is notbing wrong witb America tbat cannot be 
cured by wbat is rigbt with America." 

I
Dr. King gave bim tbat faitb. 

, 'I 
Rosa Parks gave bim thatfaitb. 

, Roy Wilkins and Frank Reeves gave bim tbat faitb. 

And you 'gave bim tbat faitb -- so many of you in tbis'room, 

wbo bave never given up or grown weary in tbe struggle. 


Tbe lesson of all tbeseyears is tbat this isn't just your 

struggle; it is our struggle~too, and we must win it -- or 

America isn't truly Americli at all. " . " 


I, ,
We still bave many miles to go and'tbe Joint center must 


continue to cbart our course. When tb. center began in 1910, it 

represented a turning point, a new and different pbase of tbe 

journey. Tbe picket signs \were succeeded by tbe tools of ' 

researcb, in~o~tio~, train~ng and tecbnical'assistance. 


,Tbe center is tbe ground on wbicb a new generation. of black 
. elected officials. bave stodd'on tbeir way to clty balls and state 
legislatures and, ,tbe ballsi10f congress. ' And tbecenter itself is 
based on tbe realization t~at tbose wbo marcbed across tbe Edmund . 
Pettus Bridge did not all ct1ome.out in tbe same, place. Some went 
Hortb, some Soutb, some EaSjt or West. Some became progressives, 
moderates, conservatives. Many remained 'Democrats; a few even 
became Republicans. I' , ' 

Tbe Joint center stands for unity witbout Unanimity -- unity
around a fundamental commit_ent to opportunity and equality 'for 
all Americans -- and tbat includes tbe one seventb of our ' 
population wbo for solonq $baredtbis land, 'but .e~e denied ,its 
liberty. You bave been teabbers of tbe bardtrutbs of equality.

I • ' ' ,Before my busband was elected Pres1dent, be and I botblearned, ' 
from your landmark work OD .mployment, welfare, black youtb and 
education reform. 

Marcbing was not easy. 'Passing tbe bills and tben defending 

tbem bas not been easy. 'Host difficult of all bas been 

transforming'wbat 'is legisl~ted in marble balls into autbentic 

cbange in tbe streets, in n~igbborboods, ~lassrooms and 

workplaces. ' 
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So as we celebrate tonight -~ and there is much to celebrate
I .' 

we also must remember ~hat there is much that still challenges 
us and that the next twen~y-five years may bf!' as important and 
even more difficult than ~h~ first twenty-five. In this era of 
vast economic change; glo):)a3:- competitiveness, scarcer resources,' 
and the rise of new teChn~logiesi we face new fears and tensions 
.as well as great new oppor1tunities. We face ~n economic' 
insecurity that invites reaction and a search for scapegoats. 

, I '. 
The great test of ourl national character is to defend and 

extend freedom for our own people -- just as we have sustained
I .

and saved freedom for the rest of the world. In the past
generation,. we saw men andI women rise up to overcome communism. 
In the next generation, le~ us hope that men and women will.rise 
up.and overcome racism once and for all. 

i . . . I. . 
Tonight, we should devote ourselves to expressing and 

renewing our resolve: our't-esolve to 'protect the values of . 
.fairness, tolerance,.compaission, and responsibility that have 
made th~S natio~ greatandjhave been the foundation for progress
and soc1al just1ce. . . , , . ,

'. I· . ' 
We all have much to do -- to stand'our ground, to stand for 

our beliefs, an~to move a~ead. As a ,society, we can't just
profess equality, we have to' finish the work of· reaching it. We . 
can't decide to compromise lour ideals, to retreat from our 
progress, to set group aga+nst group -- because then we would 
endanger not only the gains .of the past, but our democracy 
itself. We cannot accept ~n America where some arermore free 
than others., . ,',' 1. ' 

Above all else, 1\ believe we must persist in'appealing to 
hopes, not fears; in seeking solutions, not scapegoats. We must 
insist that we are here to Ido more than pass through life, 'taking. 
what we can for ourselves in our hurried rush along the way. We 
must get ahead by advancinq together,. not.by climbi'ng allover . 
each other. We must seek change that takes us. forward, not back.

" .'j..
.That is why we cannot allow a debate over welfare reform to. 

turn into a.war against th. poor. Tbat'is why we cannot permit 
welfare reform to become a~ excuse for taking food from children 
-- or heat from the elderl~ -- or shelter from homeless families. 
We need ."elfare reform that demands responsibility, not

Jdeprivation; that offers work, not the whip of shame and fear.
I . , '. " . 

·And that is,why we canpot permit the dream Qf opportunity to 
be lost -- whether that means protecting school lunches for the 
children of the inner city ~r college loans for the sons and 
daughters of the middle cla~s. 

After your first twentt-five years, you surely know that' 
progress seldom comes without· a price; that it often encounters 
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resistance ,-- even setbacks. So we must keep fighting, each in 
our own way, for things tbattouch the very soul of our country.
We can be strengthened in\this longer march,toward justice ,and 
equality by the words of Dr. King: ' . . I . 

"The road ahead is not altogether a smooth one. There are 
no b~oad highways tOlead\us easily and inevitably to quick '. 
solutions ••• [but] however difficult the.moment, however' 

Ifrustrating the hour, it will not be long, because truth crushed 
to earth will rise again. I Bow long? Hot long. Because the arc 
of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice." . 

. . \. ' 

Tonight, as you mark ¥our twenty-fifth anniversary, the , 
President joins me in lI,alu'ting you for all the work you have done 
and will continue' to do tol strength,en the social fabric of this 
country. The Joint center is one of the brightest stars in that· 
arc of our moral universe r- and it is one reason that. arc 
continues to bend toward justice. 

Thank·you. 
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