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'MRS. CLINTON: I want to thank the Legal Aid 8031ety.

I am delighted to be here |among all of you who are supporters of
legal aid and particularly of the Legal Aid Society. I want to

thank those of you who had so much work to do to put together:
this dinner, and partlcularly acknowledge Mr. Murray (phonetic)

‘and Mr. Brone (phonetic) for their leadership. And I am very -
.pleased to have the opportunlty to share this award with Marty

Llpten,(phonetlc) And I |especially appreciate what he had to
say this evening. I also want to say a special word of thanks to
all who were dinner chalrs for this dinner. At least two of them
have been my. lawyers. Several others I admire, and appreciate
greatly their contributions to thlS city and state, as well as to
our country. »

I am pleased to be here because this award means a great
deal to me, coming as it does from people whose work I appreciate’
and respect. And coming as it does with so much support from the
private bar, which has really been the backbone for the movement
for Legal Services, from 1ts inception. Over the years, as those

-of you who support and work with the Legal Aid Society know so

well, this Society has been the true servant of justice, not only

.as the oldest organized prov1der of legal services to the poor, .

but also as the largest. |Year after year, you have set records

for the generous support that is provided for the civil and’

volunteer divisions. And!the volunteer division itself continues

to be a model for'meaningﬁul and effective pro bono involvement.

And T partlcularly want to thank Lane (phonetlc) for her

"introduction, for her personal friendship and support, but also

for pointing out that there is this great partnershlp between the
Legal Services Corporatlon and the work that you do here every
day, and particularly in support of the volunteer division. - I
congratulate you, partlcularly all ‘of you who are currently on.
the staff, for the contrlbutlons you have made and are maklng to
the cause of equal justlce. And I know that the President joins
me in urging you to keep qp the good work you are doing in spite
of the obstacles you confront as we as a nation attempt to
nav1gate through uncharted and sometimes unfrlendly waters.




I would also like to jacknowledge the importance of Alex
Forger to the Legal Serv1ces Corporation. While I know he is
missed here in New York, we are fortunate to have his leadership
‘and talents in Wash1ngton. And he is doing a magnificent job at
perhaps the most critical moment in the life of the Legal
ServiceS‘Corporation. We |are very grateful for that,_Alex..

Comlng here ton1ght I was rem1nded if my first real
involvement with legal a1d when I was in law school and I worked
at the New Haven Legal Service Organization, which many of you
know was one of the first [Ford Foundation model projects to
determine whether legal a1d could be delivered efficiently to the
poor based on a stack model. I was immediately impressed by the
commitment of the lawyers |and the work that was being done struck
me as what the profession at bottom was really about.

When I next was 1nvoyved with legal serv1ces, it was when I
began teaching at the Un1wers1ty of Arkansas in Fayetville,
Arkansas. And I did not know that I was going to have the
opportunity to teach, because at that time it was the summer of
1974 and I was engaged in lanother enterpr1se in Washington,
serving on the impeachment‘staff of President Nixon’s inquiry.
(Applause) And when that ended, I was out of a job, and I called
the dean of the law schooli where a young man I had met during my
own law school years was then teaching, and said that, "You once
mentioned when I met you that if I wanted to teach, I would give
‘you a .call, so I thought maybe I’d give you a call." And he
said, "Sure ‘you can come have a job. That’s easy." And I
asked "What would I teach?" And he said, "I don’'t know, I’11
tell you when you get here." So I showed up in late August of
1974 and he said, "Well, I|want you to teach criminal law and run
the legal aid clinic, ‘and run the two prison projects for the
state and federal prisons,| and by the way, I want you to teach
trial advocacy." That was| sort of the way law schools work. I
had no experience doing any of those things and immediately began
trying to f1gure out how to start.

. The very first evenlng I was in town ready to take on: these
new respons1b111t1es, I was invited to the local County Bar
Association’s welcoming cockta11 party for the law school
. faculty. The lawyer who was then the President of the local bar
took me around introducing/ me to everyone. He introduced me to
the Dean of the Chancellory Court judges, by saying, "Judge, this
is the new lady law professor. She. is going to teach criminal

" law and run the Legal Aid c11n1c." 'And the judge looked down at
me and said, "Well, I don’t have a use for either lady law-
professors or legal aid c11n1cs." And I thought, well, I’m

certainly getting off on the right foot here. I a1ways have a
little trouble getting my foot1ng in new setting in case you
haven’t noticed. (Laughter|and applause)

But I_found as many'of you who find ewery day, and as many
of you who are veterans of|the legal services efforts have found
in the past, that we often|encounter people like that judge who
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« what is happenlng in Amerlca today. 1In today s soc1ety, the .
. scapegoat is poor chlldren and their parents. And somehow, we
- think we can rid ourselves of all our social problems by
scapegoating children and exlllng them to a w1ldernass of greater
_poverty ‘and homlessness.» : . :

‘So today, we find ouqselves at a crucial moment in our own
hlstory, when the very notlon of what we stand for as a society
is at stake. Our constltutlon reminds us that the twin purposes-
of government are to secuqe the blessings of liberty and to
establish justice. And as the President said last year in the
Proclamation for National Legal Services Week, "The very nature
of justice demands that iq be available to all. True justice
cannot be rationed, it cannot be afforded to somerwhiledothers
are denied the full benefit of their rights. ‘'Our Founders
understood that pr1v11ege‘and responsibility are 1nextrlcab1y
linked. The words ‘equal Pustlce under the law,’ inscribed over........sawiom
the»portal of our nation’s highest court, represent a sound /
promise made to every American." I hope all of you will be sure
that your voices are heard}over the next weeks and months. -

‘Because all of us need those voices, but partlcularly the cllents '
and the potent1a1 clients are countlng on you. .I hope all of you
will help remind America that Legal Services is not just about
prov1d1ng legal help, but about offering proof that the American
Dream is a promlse we are still commltted to fulfllllng. '

. Let me conclude by offerlng a prayer by the South Afrlcan
. poet, Alan Payton (phonetlc) It seems fitting tonight, and it
seems a little sad to me that 1t does. Here's what he said. .

“Open my eyes that I may see the needs of. others. .
- Open my ears that I may hear their cries.

Open my heart so|that they need not be without succor.

Let me not be afrald to defend the weak because of the
anger of the strong. ’

Nor afrald to defend the poor because of the anger of
"the rich..

Show me where love and hope and faith are needed and
use me to brlng them to those places. .

So open my eyes and my ears that I may this comlng day
be able to do some work of peace for Thee.

Protectlng legal serv1ces for those who need the help of
lawyers is a historic cause, and with your help we will continue
America’s commitment to juqtlce, so that all of us in our own way-
will be servants of justice. Thank you very much. (Applause)

=a== END -—--




