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MRS. CLINTON: Thank Yr0u so mU9h. I am delighted to be' here, 
and to have this honor ~s very touching to me especially because' 
of the kind comments of,/Donna and the 'other women who I share ' 
this with.' It is always a gre'at pleasure 'forme to be with 
Barbara Boxer. The end/of that story that Donna started is 'that 
her daught~r and,my' bro~her.go~married.' And,in fact, Barbara is' 
on her way shortly to becoml.ng a grandmother, as well as a 
mother. ..' I," "" " 

I want to echo the w6rds of support that Carolyn McCarthy 
deserves,frqm all of usl She and Kevin have courageously 
demonstrated what one dges in the face of unspeakable tragedy, 
and how to take that an<;lturn it into a positive determination to 
try to help other,peoplT' and we are very gratef~l for that. 
And, Jane, thank you for your enthusiasm and your support for 
causes that are a concern ,to so many people. ' 

. ,f ' ' 
, I would also like, with the other women on this podium, to 
really thank all of, the/millions and ,millions of mothers whose 
faces and'voices will not be eyer heard from a podium like this' 
.', I '. •but whose ll.ves are every day, compelll.ng examples of unwaverl.ng, 

unyielding, uninterruptbd commitIilent'to their children' and 
families. I ' 

~omeone' asked me" recently whether I thought I' was a good 

mother, an~ before' I ha;d a 9han~~ to thi~k about it, I found , 

myself $ayl.ng that I hoped I was'asgood a mother as my mother 

was and is to me. I am very fortunate to have been blessed by a 


I " • .mother and a 'father who gave me the uncondl.tl.onal love, the 

respect, .the nurturing/and the strong family values; t,hat every 

child needs and deserves. 

' 
And I am sure there are many American
.' .,. . . .. . women ll.ke me who l.dentl.fy wl.th Jo March, the oldest daughter l.n 


Little Women, who said,/ "What do girls do ~ho haven':t any mother 

to help them through their troubles?" 
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My mother has always been there for me, and that is the 
greatest gift any child ban receive from a parent. Of course, we 
don't always appreciate ~hat it entails in being there with a 
child until we become mothers or fathers ourselves. I have 

• . .' I'dl.scovered, certal.nly over the past 15 years of my own daughter's 
life that being a parenti is a continuing learning process, a 
humbling experience, a cpntinuing challenge and one.that evolves 
and grows as your child aoes. I understand so much better a 
friend's description of.kothers as "every family's designated. 
worrier. '.' Or as the Old/ Jewish proverb says, "God could not be 
everywhere so he therefor,e he made mothers. II Thankfully my 
daughter indulges me, an~ puts up with my rather constant 
fretting. I 

In thinking about my pwn mother and daughter, whose wonders I 
could regal you with for, hours" I come back to a central thought 
that I have been ponderi:ng in many places' over the last month. 
My mother, a homemaker, ,wl?-o never had a career outside the home, 
inspired me·to make the 'most of whatever opportunities came my ." . " ~j, 

way in life. My aspiratiions turned out to be different from 
hers, but with her suppdrt and encouragement, I was able to 
fulfill them., She respeicted my choices. She supported me at 
every step.' And I susp~ct that' if we went around this room, and 
asked the women here abdut their own mothers, many of our stories 
would be the same. Tillie Olsen wrote in her book, Mother to . 
Daughter, Daughter to Mdther, liMy mother is a poem I'll never be 
able to write, although leVerything I write is a poem to my 
mother. II That one sentence sums up the powerful,enduririg and 
intangible qualities of motherhood. 

And yet today we all ~now that our society. is grappling with 
the still evolving roles of women and mothers and parents. And 
it's important to rememtier there is no prescription for being a 
good mother. There is rio full-prodf formula for being a 
successful parent. onejis not necessarily a better mother for 
staying at home, nor a better mother for having a career. I 
remember so well when Ctielsea was a tiny infant, probably about a 
month old, and crying ail night long, and' as I was walking her ',.,', ' 
and then rocking her, I /finally just looked at her, and I said, 
"You've never been a baby before,and I've never been a mother 
before. We~re just goi~g to have to figure this out together." 

. And that is what many 0i us do every sing1e day. 

• 

Yet too often we fall'into the trap of blaming many of 
society's problems on t*e fact that now 70 ,percent of American 
mothers work outside the'home, and at the same time, when mothers 
stay at home to care fot their children, full-time, they are often 
criticized or disrespected for wasting their education and their 
potential. "It's another one of those classic female binds -- You 
get it whichever decisid>n you make. The :fact is that mothers in 
America today whether t~ey work outside or inside the home, have 
more responsibilities, d>bligations and expectation$ placed on 
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them than ever befqre. Somehow, while ~andling child~rearing,' 
the care.of aging ,parents, career decisioI'ls,.economic.pressures 
and all. oft-he accompany!i~g exhaustion and·:str-ess --- mothers are 

. supposed to live. ,neatly lintegrated' and. balanced liv~s. 
) 

Yet we a·ll know, thatj'in reality, mo'der~ motherhood is seldom' 
neat. It is a constant and delicat~juggling act.·Asmany of 
you may know, I· just had/ the extraordinary opportunity to travel 
to South Asia ~- spe~kinlgtocarolyn and Bernie about· that during' 
lunch. That's a part ofl t:he w:orld, where,' certainly" women, 
appear to have far feWerj cpoices than we have here., And what 
struck ,me over'andover lagain;·duririgmy stay, 'was not only the 
differences that clearlYI c.ontrasted our experience with the 
experience of·, women in, t'h~,' countries, I,. visited,;' but also the 
universality that I foutid ,among womens'experiences no matter 
what c,ountry they live iin .. I,will never 'forget one woman I met 
in a smail village in pakistan -:--, 'outside Lahore., This wo~an~was 
living in a 'village witli ,no electricity, no televisions, no 

'.;' .telephones-- vi:-tually,ino connect:.i6n to' the 6u~side worlel,'.down'" 
the road forty ml.nutes l.ln, Lahore. ' ,She told me after' I ,had . 
visited a girls' school Ithat ~as ~h~ s6hool for,the younggirl~ 
in that village -- that she had ten children, five sons and five 
daughters. And she was despairing over the fact that, while "her 
sons cquld continue the~r education' after:, finishing in the' local, 
village school, her daughters would not' be able to go further -
because,there was 'no higher level school for girls in ,that' area. 

Tha~, of c<;>u~se, was I~ .sad fact ~hat I~ foy.nd in many, of the 
countrl.es I vl.sl.ted. Tnl.s mother's concern for', her daughter'.s 
future, was not political, was 'not ideological --' it was nqt , 
motivated by anything 6~her thana 'powerful,maternal spirIt that 
makes us want the best ~or our childre~. And although separated 
by half,a world geograPl1-ically" and, ev7n greater distanc7s from 
my own mother, her concerns forherchl.ldren' were essentl.ally the 

same. I ,.' , 
In coming back from ~outh, Asia ,I realized that just as that 

mother I met in thevill;.age in: Pakistan was yearning to,be heard, 
our jobs here at 'home, is to listen to theconderns -- the real 
concerns of ,mothers her~ j:"'"- ,t:o hear thein, not to ,silence their 
voices, not to:marginaliz~

I.
their concerns~' 

. 
Because the concerns 

. .
,of mothers and daughters, women and gl.rls ,'. are central to the 
quality of life in any society. As I said in a speech that I 
made in New Delhi, India, the",concerns" of women are not "soft", I , 

• 

issues. , At best, .,on the edge of serious debate about all the 
problems which confront!usat'the'endof thi~ century -- but 
rather, they are central to our political ,and economic 
challenges.'So whetherjmothers are talk;i.ng about child care or 
the minimum wage, family leave time, good schools, safe streets-
or the need .for close-knit communities--, their issues, our . 
issues are in many ways the central issues at ,this time •. 

'3 

~-'- 

http:talk;i.ng
http:countrl.es


• They are the issues that will define our culture for many 
years to come. They are ~he issues that speak our collective 
concern apout the erosion of family values and the importance, as 
Senator Boxer said, of irtvesting in our children and securing our 
future as a nation. As daunting as thechall~nges we face, and 
.certainly as the ones I Isaw in South Asia, this is a' very 
exciting time for mother~and women in America and around the 
world. Leaders on everyi continent are beginning to recognize the 
vital role that women play in the political., economic and social ' 
life of every nation. I . .' . . 
.. Our joy and opportunilty, at this moment in our history, is to 

help do for future. gener1ations, what. mothers and wom~n have done 
before us. 'And hopefull,y·to do that with, the same grace, courage 
and compassion of our ~ol'thers. We owe it to them, 'we owe it to 
our daughters, we owe ~t to all of us -- to do what we can -~to 
make it possible for evtiry woman,every girl, every mother, to 
feel that the future fO~ her children is one that will give hope
and opportunity foryea~s to. come. 

-~.., 
Thank you very much. 
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