
PHOTOCOPY 

.PRESERVATION 




April 26,. 1995 

Remarks of the First Lady 
.1 h .Meetlng on Sout east ASla 

I •

Washlngton, D.C. 

h · hl l. h' h' ' d' d h .[Acknowledgements - 19 ~g t yout ln au lence an t elr 
importance to the future l talk about young people ,we met on 
this journey] 

... But before I start, I want to start with some of the 
conclusions that I reachel~ and have passed on,. both, formally to 
the president and various people in the State Dept, AID, NSC and 
elsewhere, as w~ll as infbrmally. I went to South Asia with the 
specif{c purpose and per~aps the primaiy goal bf highlighting the 
importance of investmentsl in people, especially in women and 
girls. There's been an e1xtraordinary amount of attention paid to 
competitiveness, to the dreation of global'markets, to trying to 
- through trade agreementis and the like to expand prosperity 
throughout the entire wotrld. I believe that is critically 
important - I also belie"ie though,that for a global marketplace 
to work effectively and to be sustainable over the coming years, 
there must be a global cdmmunity to support that global 
marketplace and that "parb of making any community function well 
is investing in the poterttial of people and in recognizing that 
women probably, more thart any other· source of investment, really 
do provide an opportunit~ for jump starting development 
throughout the world. Ilwas intent upon trying to do that, I 

,thought it was very impo:r;tant to do that;' I also thought it was 
very important to make the case that basic rights of women and 
girls are critical to.th~, human rights agenda internationally and 
also critical to develop~ent. 

I . ' , 
" 

Many of you know something about this region I visited, but 
I must say I have been q~ite struck by how little America knows, 
about this region. Many more people are familiar with the Far 
East and the Middle East than they are with South Asia. Time and 
time again as' I met with people, I was struck by how the five 
countries I visited, except for some visual images and some 
tourist attraction pictu~es that were in everyone's minds, were 
pretty much,of,a mysterylto most of our fellow citizens. And ,I 
think its important that we recogn~ze the progress that has been 
made in each of those five countries, particularly the progress 
towards democracy, and mbst"notably because that progress has 
been often at such a grekt price and many ,women have played major 
roles in advancing democ~a~y ~nd keeping those countries ' 
together. Its important I to ,look at the progress that has been 
made in many social indicators; it is particularly important to 
stress the accomplishmen~that has flowed from the investments in 
family,planning and popu~ation control. 

• And I think that ifI one looks, you can see many positive 
developments in South As,ia despite the overwhelming impression of 



abselute peverty and the y~ry difficult pelitical, secial and 
cultural challenges that these ceuntries are ceping with. I also. 
think that's a part ef th~ werld where, because there is a streng 
cemmitment to. demecracy, ~ecause there is new an epenness to. 
markets and develepment that it is abselutely ripe fer us, 
stressing, as strengly aslwe can, the impertance ef investing in 
peeple, and the critical impertance ef remeving ebstacles to. the 
full participatien ef wem~n and girls these secieties. 

, That is a of mine" as it is ef many efpartic~la~ concern 
yeurs and·it is still netlan issue that readily accepted as 
being en the ferefrent ef issues eur werld. I tried to. 
make that peint at the Secial Summit March in Cepenhagen; 
made it ever and eve~ again:threugh Seuth Asia, I'm geing to. 
centinue , to. make it here ,in the US, as many ferums as I canI 
and I knew it's one that yeu care abeut as well. I underscered 
this issue in a speech thElt.. I gave' at the Rajiv Gandhi Feundatien 
in which I said, "I receghize that discussien ef such preblems as 
educatien and health carel fer girls and wemen is viewed by seme 
as seft. Labeled dismissively as wemen's issues, belenging at 
,best en the edge ef serie~s debate abeut all the preblems we 
cenfrent en the edge ef the'twenty-first century!!. 

, I "" . 
, I want to. argue strengly, hewever, that the questiens 

surreunding secial devele~ment, especially ef wemen, as discussed 
at the Secial Summit in Copenhagen, are at the center ef eur 
pelitical and ecenemicchkllenges,. Gevernments, businesses and 
citizens must recegnize aha act upen that truth fer the 
betterment ef the natiens·1 eur glebal family. I think that is a 
very impertant peint fer us to. make, net enly abread, but at 
heme. That ene cannet expbctthis ceuntry er any ceuntry to. 
cen~inue to. develep andtb have citizens fully:capable ef 
participating in demecrac~" with alIef the demands that it makes 
upen us; if ene dbesnet recegnize the significance ef investing 
in wemen arid girls. I, ' 

The empewerment .. ef wemen is seme,thing that ,I think yeu will 
see in the pictures and 6hher steries abeut the ,trip that I made. 
It is crit te,the dev~lepment ef these'ceuntries and ef our 
ewn. I think that' we 'in the US can be quite preud, actually, 
beth eur, gevernmental andl eur NGO suppert fer such develqpment 
areund the werld, and,par~icularly in this regien. We 'saw many 
examples ef where d,irect US assistance had' an impact upen the 
lives and prespects' ef mahy peeple, and particularly saw hew it 
ceuld be leveraged teenaple lecal greups and even lecal 
gevernmental entities to. beceme mere cemmitted to. investing in 
their ewn peeple. 1 " 

We new chapnel much pf eur aid in this regien threugh NGOs 
and I think, as we'll talk in a minute, these NGOs have really 
demenstrat,edtheir extraefdinary capacity to. create cenditiens 
fer empewerment ameng women that have swum,against the tide ef 
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any kind of increasing oppo'sit'ion to women's roles, ,any upsurge 
of extremism and it is critical at this point in the history'of 
our own country, as wellks in ,the history, these other 
countries, that our aid fbr health, education, family planning 
and other sorts of invesdnents not be turned back, 'but that we 
continue to try to provid~ that assistance and create this 
partnership. " ' I' , ' 

As you know, our bilateral and multilateral aid programs are 
now threatened with deep buts and even elimination. As is the 
case, for example, with ohr contribution to the World Bank. 

! ' . ' 
These programs absorb less than 1% the federal budget. Now 
every poll that I've seenl,of American citizens, seems to suggest 
that American citizens thti.nk that foreign aid takes 10 to 15 
percent of our budget, but

I 

instead is 1% and actually slightly 
less. It is very important that those who recognize the 
relationship between our ~fforts here at home anq those abroad, 
that we make that point af often and as strongly as we can. That 
we are talking apout, a ve~y small amount of money that has had 
very big payoffs for the health and education and well being of 
people, particularly womeh and children in,this region and 
throughout the ~orld. I ' 

In every country tha,t I visited, I saw, great support amongst 
leadership in both the publ and private sectors for ch~nges in 
the lives of women and gJJrls. That was certainly the tone that 
was set in ~l~ of th~ prifa~e meetings and the public occasio~s 
that I part1c1pated 1ni and some leaders were very outspoken 1n 
their public support ~he kinds of changes in their own 
culture that will enable women and girls to be more empowered. 
But it is also'very cleari' that, just as in our own country, 
there are very deep divisions and tensions about the proper role 
of government, the properl role of NGOs, the proper role of women, 
the proper role of,all kinds of interventions that are seen as 
disrupting existing cultu~ral or religious traditions. One of the 
great challenges for thos~ of us who db believe in advancing the 
causes of human beings th:rough basic education, health care, and 
other kinds services that will enable people to live their own 
lives as' fully as pOf3sibl1e,' is this 'conflict that is being posed 
between human rights and Icertain cultural traditions and I think 
of all of us have to be Vjery willing to think that through very 
carefully, and particularlly as we move toward the UN Fourth World 
Conference on Women, be ~illing, to speak out on behalf basic 
common goals that should lnot be a question of debate, when it 
comes to providing,tpe tiOIS of opportunity that all people, 
including women, deserve Ito have. 

So with those introdl:1ctory remarks, let me go to the slides. 
This is going to be - I Have the clicker. I need the lights - so 
exciting . 
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FAISAL MOSQUE 
We started' our trip, as some of you may remember, in 

Pakistan. And I'm showing this first slide of our trip,my 
daughter's and mine, to ,the Faisal mosque in Islamabad for a very 
obvious reason. pakistani is an Islam country; India has about a 
quarter of its population that are Muslim; Bangladesh is a Muslim 
country and I think the etfort that the President and others of 
us the Administration pave tried to make to point out often 
that Islam is not the problem. Fundamentalism is not the 
problem. Religious extr~fuism is the problem. And as we move our 
way forward in attempting! to promote, a positive agenda of change, 

women and girls, I think it's important to us to be 
respectful and understanding of other traditions than our own, 
while nevertheless continhing to promote basic beliefs in the 
importance of human rightk - and those human rights include 
women's rights. And,ther~ is strong support for that among the 
leadership in these count~ies who are themselves Muslims, and 
they need our strong suppbrt to give them that opportunity to 
coptinue to speak out. 

ISLAMABAD COLLEGE 

We visited a college for girls that really was a school that 
educated girls from the ages of five to about twenty-one in 
Islamabad. It was a school in which the girls were coming 
largely from well educated, affluent families, but I have rarely 
been with a group of young women who impressed me more than these 
young women did. We had ~ discussion and' a visit with these 
girls, particularly the o[lder ones, that touched on a remarkable 
range of conc~rns. I' , 

, . This young woman sitting there next to me - and she was 
part a circle of younglwomen of her age - is older than the 
rest of the students, but,I think representative of them. She, 

already been married and'divorced by her husband and she has 
come back to school to lekrn be a writer so she can write about 

lives of the young wo~en in Pakistan. The other young women 
who were around that circ[le with her were able to articulate the 
conflicts they feel in th~ir own lives between the traditional 
religious and cultural pu[lls that they face coming from their 
backgrounds, and their owh aspirations. I don't think you can 
underestimate the impact that Prime Minister Bhutto has had on 
young women like this beckuse they see her as someone who, 
nurtured by her family, ehcouraged by her father, not only 
permitted but pushed to g~t the best possible education, has been 
able to achieve in ways they never thought possible in their own 
1 s before. That level bf aspiration was very exciting to those 

us who sat in that roob and, also, we could hear them talk in 
ways that I wish more youhg American women were able to talk, 
about the real conflicts !in roles that are part of many women's 
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VILLAGE OUTSIDE LAHORE 

We went from there to a village outside Lahore, to a health 
clinic which is, under goyerriment sponsorship, trying to become 
more effective in delivering health services, particularly to 
women and children, ~nd a~e offering family planning services in 
the health clinic. Those/of you who know about the work of 
stabilizing population gr\=,wth around world know that there 
are several Muslim countries that have made great strides in this 
area, such as Indonesia, ~here I visited a family planning clinic 
last year, in Pakistan, which under new government is 
attempting to replicate sbme of those successes it is not 
easy, their birth rate islstill the highest in that region, they 
will double their population in 25 if they don't do ' 
something dramatic - but/they are beginning to- try to move on 
that. This health clinic is in a village that is very proud of 
the fact that it has a school girls. This is one of the real 
challenges facing countribs like Indonesia, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh, that they do hot have enough physical facilities and 
teachers to educate the glrlsnow that they have become willing 
to promote education girls. 

My daughter and I vibited this school, we went into 
classroom where' the girlsl were doing algebra - that was 'the room 
next door, then we'went ihto a science class and each girl had a 
microscope. We went aroupd and talked to each abou't the work she 
was doing. There's no e~ectricity in this building, noI ' , ,
telephones, there was very little in the way of modern 
communications, informatibn revolution, but there's an 
extraordinary commitment to the idea that girls should,be' 
educated. 

We went outside that classroom and visited some of the women 
in that village. And this is a picture of a women with a spinning 
wheel. It was almost as though we had walked onto the set of a 
Biblical epic. But despite the fact that this was a village that 
I'm sure by standards ,of r~llages.in p<;tkistan was more advanced 
than any other, was a j'Tlllage 1n whlch women were ,constantly 
doing the work that you see being done there. And yet in a 
conversation with about tbn mothers who were sitting in a c 
talking to me, s one wbmen said that 'she had had ten chi 
five boys ,and ,five girls,l and she wished she had known about 
family planning 'before because that was too many children to try 
to educate. She sent her ~aughters ~o the school we had just 
seen, but then there was no other school to send them to because 
there was no high school ito send them to when they f shed 
primary school. So despi~e a great big poster outside, this 
school which said education is for girls and had pictures of 
girls doing things,thei~ aspirations have exceeded the 
capacity to be able to produce educational opportunit for ,the 
girls. But there is a rebognition, and I found it deeply rooted 
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in a lot of the conversations, in the evidence from research and 
the other sources that I ~ad" that there is a changing attitude' 
among many people, particularly among the large group of rural 
citizens in Pakistan about the importance of educating their 
girls'. And that's one of I the reasons that the USAID initiative 
that I announced in Copenhagen to promote education for girls is 
so important. ' I ' , 

I went from there to this setting, ,which is the Lahore 
University of Management Sciences, which is a joint USAID and 
Pakistan privite sector e~fort. In this setting there are a 
number of women, this is kn entire class of women who have come 
back for graduate ed~catibn in management ,and training - - again I 
wish all of you could hav~ be~n there with me, because in talking 
with these women, many oflwhom are older than average, who are 
college students and even graduate students, there is an .. 
extraordinary amount of energy -- these women want opportunities 
to take decision-making r~sponsibilities ,in their societies. 
They want to be part· of the entrepreneurial and business life of 
their country. TheY'alsol have all of the kinds of questions that 
women in our own country have. They want to know whether its 
possible to make more mon~y than their husband and still have a 
marriage, whether its poskible to balance family and work in this 

. part of a life; they gril~ed me quite hard:about why so many 
marriages in American brekk up; and does that have to do with 
women leaving the home and going out into the workplace. There 
was quite a lot of very ,i~portant personal questions about how 
they were going to meld their ambitions for their own lives with 
their traditions, as welll as fi~ into the larger society which is 
obviously not changing as broadly as they hope it will when they 
are ready to assume more re~ponsibility. . 

And I also' want to sly a special word about Prime Minister 
Bhutto. I know that there/ are those who have criticized some of 
the steps that she's taken and I know that there is room, as 
there always is in these ~ituation~, for legitimate criticism. 
But I think it's always cbnstructive, to put yourself in the 
position of the person whb is charged with this kind of 
responsibility. She had ~ luncheon for me to which she invited 
about sixty women, ~omeo~ whom are quiti critical of her, 
in which we talked about human rights in Pakistan; ,we talked 
about some of the large dbvelopment struggles that they are 
engaged in and I think th~t her efforts to weave through the many 
complex challenges that she faces are overwhelming in their 
intensity. I was· very plbased that her visit to our country did 
go well, and we're trying to support her as much as we possible 
can. 

It's a bit humbling, to say the least, in talking to all of 
the women who I will showl you in these slides, who have assumed 
position of political learership, often affer their'own 
extraordinary travails, including imprison~ent, torture, exile 
and almost, inevi tably, th1e assassination of husbands, fathers, 
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bro~hers, sons and even ~6thers and sisters. So· for ,those of us 
in this country who becom~ impatient with our own failings and 
with one another, it is ukeful to reflect on the price that other , I 
people around the world are paying to try to keep democracy 
thriving. ' , 

INDIA - SEWA 

We went from Pakistan ,to India and I know that sorrie of you 
in this room know Ela Bhatt; who is the founder of SEWA,the Self 
Employed Women's Organization, and I hope that those of you who 

• ' I • ' do not, wlll have an opportunltyto meet her and to learn more 
about her work. I think it" is important, again, to' think through 
in a more analytical way,l perhaps, all the roots of a lot of what 
we all believe could be possibl~ on behalf, of human rights and 

, I ' ,
'human potential, and part~cularly women, and to know that those 
roots are very deep and that they can be sources of both strength 
and insPirat,ion. I 

In terms of Ela Bhatt's own life, she was a devotee of 
Gandhi's., Gandhi, for thbse of you who have been able to follow 
him, was quit'e outspoken kbout ,the rights '6f women. Some of what 
he said we would not agreb with now, or in retrospect, but in . 
general, his ,emphasis on 't..romen being full participants really 

. gave this woman the grounding and the analytical basis to' go'out 
and form this union of wo~en who were vegetable vendors and rag 
pickers, totally victimizbd and ,oppressed in the most 
dehumanizing ways, and gire them the strength to believe in 
themselves, which was 'so ~vident in our ga~hering together. 
There were hundreds and hundreds of women under this tent, 
dressed in' colorfulsarisl, primarlly' pinks, and reds and greens 
and ,blues, some had walkea 12 to 15 hours to be there. ,Each 
carried with her this new!found sense of individual power that' 
came through the solidariity' they had achieved through SEWA. And 
of course the sense they gave tothS rest of us is that through 
this effort they are able to think about themselves as actors in 
their own life. ' 

One woman stood up and said I used to be afraid of my 
husband, I used to be afr1aid of my Mother- in-law, I used to be 
afraid of the police', now: I' am not 'afraid anymore. And that is" 
as eloquerit of what it takes to become a persqn able to act on 
her own as I co~ld hear, k~someone who had overcome the £~ar 
that she had ,li.yed with. j And again, it put into stark' , 
perspective some of our own concerns that are not as significant. 

This is their bank. They have a bank, a forced savings 
program that p~oVides sooialsecurit~, home mortgages, the women 
have established it" the~1 run it. It is one of the best examples 
of effective micro-credit lending in the entire world. I hope we 
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can do more of it·here. It.is one of the hopes I have arising out 
of· this trip, there are sb many chances us to organize women 
around their own capacitylas borrowers, lenders and saver~, and 
therefore acquire the tools of economic freedom. 

·· M h I h···· fTh e V1Slt to. ot er 1'eresa's ,orp anage was lmportant. or 
several reasons, it highl~ghted for some of those who were with 
us the imbalance that is ~rowing in the numbers of boys and girls 
in some of·these countries. Girls are abandoned much more often 
than boys -- the numbers bf girls home prior to being 
adopted were in. excess ofl ten to one over the numbers of boys. 
The preference for sons OV,er daughters results in the practice of 
prenatal sex 'selection in many parts this region and in areas 

. where 'girls even survive ·to birth and the difficult period 
thereafter, there is a la~ge number. of'girls who die before their 
fifth birthday in these cprintries,particularly Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Nepal and to a extent, India 
because they are the lastl to eat,' the .last ,'to be given' medical 
care, the most neglected. And so often they don't live until. 
their fifth birthday. I'think concern about girls and women has 
to take a very broad vie, about the status of girls and how they 
are treated from the very begi~ning. 

GANDHI FOUNDATION 

, The ki~d of efforts'lthat are underway t~ bring some support 
to an agenda of change in India are widespread and I was 
particularly impressed wijth the work that Sonia Gandhi and the 
Rajiv Gandhi foundation a~e doing. She is the widow of Rajiv 
Gandhi who was the son of Indira .Gandhi,.both of whom were 
assassinated, and she has remained committed to trying to reach 
out and provide opportuni1t s for the empowerment of poor people 
and particularly for wome,n throughout the· country. 

Some of you may havJ heard some reports about a poem that I 
was privileged to r~ad ad the speech I. gave at the Rajiv Gandhi 
foundation and this is t~e young woman who wrote it. The . 
principle her sphool dame to see me at a luncheon that Mrs. 
Wisner, whose husband is the Ambassador to India for us, gave and 
she said we had hoped to have you come vis'lt our school, but we 
couldn't, so we gave you this poemj and the more that I think 
about the that are important to us and try to think of 
ways to give Ii to thode issues, the more convinced I am that 
its part of finding our ~oice as people.who are believe in human 
rights and women's rights and finding a voice that resonates with 
as many people as possib]e. This poem, I don ',t know if you can 
see that entitled "Sil~ncell - really captured what is I 
think'many women, not ju~t· women in India, or women that. 
region of the world, but Iwomen around the world confront as they 
attempt to find a'voice ·that really does articulat~ the complex
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feelings that they have about our own personal situations and 
also the larger society. I The kind of voice that I hope will lead 
to the UN Fourth World Conference on Women and then from it with 
som~ kind of call to act ibn that will' be stripped of political 
rhetoric, stripped of thel kind of arguments that are beyond where 
most women in the world currently find themselves in terms of 
their own situation, and tnstead rooted in what could be done, 
and how it could be done, I if women were given the voice to 
overcome their, fears, as the women at SEWA said, to stand up for 
themselves, fo~ th~ir fam~lies and for their communities. 
NEPAL I 

We went on to Nepal.1 Nepal is one of the three countries in 
the world where women hav!= a shorter lifespan than men. Largely 
because it has.a horrific~y high maternal mortality rate and 
death. rate for girls undelt:"'. the age of' five. This is an example 
of what I mean when I sayl that we 'need to give voice to the most 
elemental needs, in ways Fhat people 9an really relate to, if 
we're going to try to create some kind of new agenda that will 
lead t? opportunities for women and girls. 

HEALTH CLINIC 
We visited.a· small health clinic started by American women 

who came together and rai~ed money some years ago and were able 
then to get funds from Sa~e the Children andUSAIDand other 
organizations ~ it is noJ run by Nepalese, but still very 
strongly supported by the American community. 

A group of women en~repreneurs put together a Safe Home 
Delivery Kit, which they hope will begin to cut the mortality 
rate during birth for th~ women in Nepal. It puts into stark 
perspective the differences in the challe~ges that women aiound 
the world. face. This deli:very kit has five things in it. It has a 
large piece of plastic tHat is a sterile grounding for the 
pregnant woman to lie on.1 It has a piece of twine to tie off the 
cord, it has a bar of soap for the midwife or the family member 
to wash hands, it has a ~mall plastic disk, to place the cord on 
ar:d a clean razor blade. IThose five th;Lngs '. they know, will save 
llves. . . 

It is the kinds of. metaphor that those of us in this 
country h~ve to keep in ~ind as we talk about what we can do to 
help advance a women's agenda internationally, because there are 
so many different levels lof challenge that'women are confronting. 
I thought that the safe birthing kit is something that is a 
possibility of something Ito follow up on in other regions of the 
world where mat~rnal mortality is also a difficult challenge. 

CRAFT'S COOPERATIVE 
We also, in Nepal, had a chance to visit a number of women 

who are part of Craft's ~ooperative, a producers a~s6ciation. 
And these women, just a TIew years ago, would not have been 
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outside of r Qwn'homes, most of them would not have been 
unveiled. The kind of en~rgy that this woman in the' center 
displayed was exhilarating. She told me that she, like the 
hundreds and hundreds who I have been drawn into crafts 
associations, ,had always been inside her home, had never been 
able to do anything on he~ own, had been married at a very young 
age, but had always lovedlto paint, and someone had seen what she; 
had done and convinced her to go out and do and sell it, and 
she in turn, because it wks income producirig, could convince her 
family, starting with herlmother in law, that that was something 
that was good for the who!efamily. 

TEA WITH LEADING WOMEN 
In every country that live been privi to visit, ever 

since I started travellin~ in this positiori, live always had a 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, I tea, something~ with leading women from 
the community; and here our US ambassador, Sandra Vogelgesang, 
put together a remarkablel group of women who spent two hours 
telling me about their own lives. These are women who are able 
to tell, very clearly, thbir own struggles about overcoming 
opposition of grandparent~ and grandmothers and fathers, and 
others, to be able to be' bducated. But there was very little 
sugar-coating of, the extr~ordinary problems that a country' like 
Nepal faces because of it~ deep poverty. But in each of these 
settings, what I found moist encouraging is that the women in the 
settings found common grofnd amongst themselves. And they were 
able to begin to talk,' really, as though I wasn't there about how 
they were going to be abl'le to stay iri touch with each other, to 
work with each other, and it was another example of the need, 
perhaps, for all of us t~take a deep breath, to be supporting 
each othe~, to be'workin~ with each other, because certainly 
these women are doctors and lawyers and educators and elected 
members of parliament andl human rights activists, and they all 
have their own individuall, view of the world, but too often those 
become tunnel views and ~hey donlt really share pOints of view 
back and forth,' across tHe table. And so for me, listening to 
them talk about addi tionall steps they were going to take 
together, whether it was Ithis setting, or Pakistan, or the other 
countries I was in, was ~ery exciting, but also brought home a 
lesson to me that I thin~ those of us who get very busy in our 
own ,country, marching dowlin our own track, might as well take a 
deep breath and consider. , 

BANGLADESH - PRIME MINIS~ER ZIA
I, ' 


Bangladesh was one of the countries that I was most 
interested in visiting b~cause I was most famil with their 
development work.. This ~s Prime Minister Zia, agaip., a woman who 
is in power because of a Ifeudal dynasty. Her husband was 
assassinated, she had ne~er been active in pol before and 

•
now finds digging in and working very hard to try to 
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master the challenges that'she's confronting. You can see in the 
faces of these women, whether its Prime Mini Bhutto or Prime 
Minister Zia, just this e~traordinary to keep focused on 
democracV and the other gbals that they shared with ,their

I ' 

husband, father, whoever they were closely related to. 

YUNUS - GRAMEEN 
Let me briefly describe for you what this gentleman, 

Mohammed Yunus,' has done in the last 15 years. Dr. Yunus is a 
PHd economist trained in ~he US, from Bangladesh, and upon 
finishing his work, he returned to Bangladesh, about 15 years 
ago, with the idea that h~ wanted to extend credit to both men 
and women who were poor, thinking that there was a way to unleash 
their energies. The Gram~en bank then began as really an 
outgrowth of his vision of what could be accomplished. Through 
that he learned that womeh were much better credit risks than men 
and he began to move awayl from his original goal, which at the 
time was considered quite outlandish '- lending 50-50 to men and 
women, to lending tO'women primarily, so that now 98% of his 
borrowers are women. I. 

We visited a untouchables outside of 
Jessore, Bangladesh, and t was remarkable on ,many levels, but 
one reason is that we werb able to visit one of the Grameen 
Villages, and when this v~llage, for logistical reasons, was 
chosen, the nearby Musliml village sent its women to visit as 
well. So there had neve~ been a visit like this to a Hindu " 
untouchables village, the~e had never been a gathering like this 
of about 150 Hindu and 15'0 Muslim women, all,of whom were talking 
about how the abil~,' ty to ilearn income had changed the lives of 
themselves and the famil There was also in Bangladesh the 
only real encounter we had with opposition to our visit and 
particularly the kind 'Is s that I was interested in visiting. 
There was some outcry against my influencing, or trying to 
influence, the life of Bahgladesh and my highlighting NGOs like 
Grameen. Arid we talked ab:out, this with these women, and the women 
were very forthright about what they had to say. But the stories 
they told, were again quit;e remarkable. One woman told ,in great 
detail how when she decided she wanted to borrow money from 
Grameen she was told by tlhe Muslim leader in her village, that if 
she and her family becamel members of the Grameen borrowing group, 
that no member of her fa~ily would receive a religious burial. 
And she said, "I talked w!ith my husband about this, because it 
was very serious. But wei decided that ,it was good for our 
family," and she ended b~ saying, "So we went ahead and we 
borrowed the money and now ,what we must do is get a different " 
Mullah [Priest] ". And it! was such a remarkable step that could 
have only been made becaJse there was money coming into the 
family. There was a tangible benefit from ,taking t'his very sky 
step into the' unknown, because the propaganda against Grameen 
tells these women that tHey are going to be kidnapped, put on 
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islands, forced to become Christians - there are a whole range of 
threats put forward to try to prevent them from doing what you 
see them doing, which is organizing themselves. 

The five women on thls side, they are 'in a borrowing group. 
The way it works is that they are formed irito a group and each 
woman waits her turn to bbrrow the money she needs. ,And she 
cannot borrow until the wbman before'her has repaid the loan. So 
there is support for each[woman's enterprise and a kind of 
solidarity about what they are trying to achieve, which really is 
the root of what makes the Grameen model work. 

I 
They have here what kre called the sixteen decisions, but 

what I love about the sixteen decisions, which are the 
principles, the commitments, that women who join Grameen are 
asked to make, is that th~y go from the most basic -- "We shall 
build and use pit latrinek ll -- to the kind of commitments about 
- "We shall not inflict ahy injustice on anyone, neither will we 
allow anyone to do so, we[ shall always keep our children and the 
environment clear" -- , and a strong statement against dowr~, 
which is an amazing commitment on the part of these women because 
it would appear that by standing against dowry -- neither to pay 
it nor to receive it-- th~y are swimming against the cultural 
tide in a very strong cur~ent, but they do so because they can 
see the tangible ben~fitsl to their ow~ lives. 

There is such a direct relationship between the kind of 
feminism you see at SEWA ~nd at Grameen and the kind of results 
that flow to the 'families[ because of that. ,That linkage really 
makes the whole system wo~k. The kind of work that the women are 
doing is very broad. The¥ are doing traditional crafts, 
certainly, they are buying milk cows for, their families. One 
woman told me proudly tha~ with her first loan she bought a milk 
cow. with her second loanl she bought a second milk cow and with 
her third loan she bought I a rickshaw for her husband ,to do 
something to help the fam1ily. I mean, that's what Dr. Yunus 
said, when you give the opportunity to borrow to a woman she 
invests in her family. She often will'go and buy her children 
back~ because many of the~e women have sold their children to be 
indentured servants, they didn't really make the decision, the 
decision was usually made by their husband and mother-in-law. But 
they go and buy their children back, they send their children to 
school, they begin to do Ithings that give opportunities to the 
entire family. In contrast, according to the Grameen experience, 
men are more likely not t:o invest in the family, to not be able 
to use the money effecti,ely to.build wealth, because they do not 
have that same sense of ceI,1nectlon to how that money can make a 
differ~nce in that famil~ unit. 

MAKING STEEL BEAMS 
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GOVERNME 
This is a overnm 

This is one of the non-traditional work pieces that are done 
by the Grameen women. Th~y are making steel and concrete beams 
that they then, the womenlwho make them, ,1 to other women who 
are using them to build their houses with loans that they have

I . , 
taken out fr0m the Grameen bank. So is a whole market, a 
whole self -s':lstaining mar~et that being cre<;'tted and ,there are 
many other klnds of work ~hat the women do that they 'then sell . 
one to the other. ,My daughter and I were:wearing some of the 

, ' I .

clothes that they make out of the that they produce. 
And the kind oforganizat~on that it takes to move from the work 
that women always do to b~ing producers and,sellers of that work 
is really enhanced by the~r relationship with Grameen. We 
also visited some other p~ograms near· Jessore, that I thought 
were very interesting andl again, perhaps iris~ructive" if not 
directly then maybe by implication. '. i ' 

One of the goals 
that the Prime Minister that you saw earlitTr has set is to try to 
convince more families tol send, their children to school and 
particularly to increase Ithe number of girls. These girls are in 
school under one of twop~ograms. Eithet their families get 'a 
food allotment every weeki, so that the families 90 not have to 
put them out to work to make money for the food; or their ' 
families ge't a directpaytnent to keep their girls in school. 
This Food-for-Education I;}rogram, which the Prime Minister 
conceived of, we saw in abtion. We happened to be there the day 
that the families showed IUP for their food allotm~nts, and they 
were ~xtremely poor. The~1 were poorer than,any of the people I' 
had seen in any of the villages, so for them, their big sack of 
food made a very big diffierence in their lives. And this 
communi ty was very proud 'Ibf their being' able to send their girls 
to school because they could see direct results. It wasn't 
being told that you selnd her to school she'll be a better . 
educated person and that IIWill make the family better. There was 
something very ,direct that,they could benefit from if they made 
that decision, which-was a difficult decision for many of them. 

We also visited a family health clinic which was run in 
another village which wa~ an NGO sponsored clinic, but funded 
with USAID and other sourices of funds. And the women who were 
coming ,to the clinic wend both coming for family planning' help 
and advice, were corning £or pregnancy checkups, coming for well 
child check ups, and in talking with a number women who were 
there, they had been abl~, finally, .to start spacing their 
children of this Iclinic, which came to them and which we 
cut. our support for, as many of you know so well, during the 

'1980s, and are now trying to pick back up our support, to support 
this kind of grass roots outreach, to women where they live. And 
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that's another program that we will have to, be very vigilant in 
trying to protect.' A loti of the information that the women get 
has to do with nutrition, weaning of children, very basic kinds 

help that enable them to keep these babies alive, and by 
keeping them alive and heklthy they are better able to space 
their children, have'smal~er families, invest more in those 
babies. We also still arb fighting the battle of formula 
introduction in countriesl, ,including our own, which has 
undermined'the health and1 well-be ,particularly'in developing 
countries, of babies, because you don't have the hygiene to 
safely prepare most formu~as and deliver them, and so there's a 
big push on to try to encburage women to breast feed which is 
something that is a real bultural tension because they look at 
the West and they think that it must be better because we still 
have more bottle feeding ihan feeding. 

DIARRHEAL ~E~ER I 
The klnd of work that the ,USAID and our government have done 

directly benefits us as wbil as the countries in which we do it. 
This is a picture from thb International Center for Diarhhreal ' 
Disease Research. This cbnter has been in the forefront of 
creating the oral rehydraFionsalts that Jim Grant, the, late head 
of UNICEF, used to carry around with him. It has been at the 
forefront of combatting cholera and malaria and it has saved 
countless lives. It can ~lso be directly benefitting us here at 
home if we bnly learn thel lessons of lower~techmedicine ,that can 
be equally effective~ Thds gentleman standing there with me is a 
Doctor from Louisiana whol is there, I think, for .six months. We 
have babies who die of diahhrea in this country and we spend ' 
about a half a·million do[lars on'intravenous feeding. And there 
is no evidence that intraivenous' feeding is any more effective 
than feeding on a regular basis, at home, or in the hospital, the 
mixture of salt and sugar and clean water that has saved the 
lives of, babies this hoSpital. The difference course is 
that it's labor-intensivel and our medical system moving more 
and more toward eliminating nurses and other personnel in favor 
of more and more machiner~; And it's a real problem when you see 
what the impact both in terms"of lives and costs. But that 
center is something we stUld be very.proud of. 

SRI LANKA 

This is last stop, it's in'Sri ,Lank~. We have a woman 
Ambassador, Ambassador Schaeffer. We have·another woman 
President, and this womad is both a widow and an orphan, as they 
call her in Lanka - h1er father and her husband were 
assassinated. She is tr~ing very hard to negot e peace with 
the Tarnal separatists in -northern Sri Lanka, Lanka has a 
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higher standard of living', higher health indices, higher literacy 
rates than the other countries I visited. Its growth rate is 
about 7% a year, it has ah enormously positive future, but it is 
being sapped by the constknt battle with the Separatists in the 
North, and she has very c6urageously determined that she is going 
to try to bring about somb kind of negotiated peace . 

. We also visited a wohderful project that is run by a 
Catholic nun named Sisterl Bernice, who has an all servic~ project 
- it's education, it's a production unit for women who are trying 
to become income producing, again, largely funded by USAID, a 
very direct example of making a difference in the lives of lots 
of people. I 

Just when I thought fhe trip was over and there was nothing 
more to be seen, no more elephants to ride, I went on, my last 

I • 
stop, and had a parade. Md I show you that, because lt was 
always that kind 'of experlience - going from conversations with 
people who were.intent up~n changing many. of the conditions in 
which people found themsellves, and then being very much reminded 
of the culture and tradit~ons in the various countries and the 
kind of constant tension fhat was working its w~y out as they 
attempted .to be democratif in promoting the kinds of 
opportunities, particular~y for women, that I had seen and had 
talked about, throughout rhe trip. 

. That is avery fast o~er~iew, I just want to end with two 
things - this is the Safei Home Delivery Kit. This can save 
hundreds, thousands of lil~es and when I was thinking about it, I 
thought, this really is a metaphor because there are ways in 
which each of us can help: save lives. Maybe not literally, but 
certainly figuratively here at home. That are maybe in our own 
mind as simple as this add therefore often overlooked. So I'm 
really going to keep this on my desk. ' 

This isa Grameen banner. Now I think women's groups in 
American need banners! Wei need lots and lots of banners. We need 
a little fun, we need a llittle ~olor, we need a little 
excitement, we need a little humor, and this is the insignia for 
Grameen, which is the hoJse, and sort of, you know, an arrow 
pointing ~p, onward and Jpward you know, make a better life 
together, and a sense of [solidarity that this banner represents, 
I really brought home with me, in a way, because I liked to be 
reminded of the work we ~ave to do hereat'home, on a number of 
issues that many of you ~ere are engaged in. But also to remind 
myself of the joy and th~ enthusiasm that I saw among these 
women, who were .beginning to make decisions in their own lives, 
and to try to capture some of that in 'our own efforts here at 
home. Because I am conv~nced that in the battles we have ahead 
of us, on behalf of peop~e and programs and concerns that we 
share, we have a great o~portunity as we~las a great challenge, 
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if we enter into it with the kind of positive feeling and 
attitude that I saw so cl~arly in places very far from here. 

~ 
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