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Thank,you very much, Dr. Alleyne, and all of you who are,gathered here today. 

I know tbat you've'already had i excellent program. I ~9w some of the speakers wh6~ve 

, already-addressed you and the work they have done over decades on'beha1f of children and~ in 

particular, on bebalf i>f immuoizaub.· .' '. . 
, , . I '.'. 

/ I am pleased to be here -with all of you on World Health Day. This marks a historic 
. I···.' . . 

opportunity for all natioJls to come together to work to iinprove the health ,of our global family. 

•. hlsowanHo thank all of you hei at PAHO who are on the fronlliiles every day promoting 

better health throughout oUI'hemisp,here. . 

I agree completely with Dr. Alleyne that you are the real champions of-children and it 

is YOur work every single day, rr ~nce in many lnstanceS- ~ 'pegging, YOI\' 

challenging, -your promoting the idea that every child, every person is entitled to hciilth care •. 

!bat really makes ·wbatwe are now ~ebrating with the etadication of polio in this henripshete' 

a reality: 

Nothing, is more important te our shared future than the well:'being' of cbiliiren and for 
. , I " ' . 

that reason I:am especially pleased that children are the focus of this year's World He3lth Day. 

As, you may. know, I just returned ~y from a l(klay trip to South Asia; where I saw 

firsthand- some of the world's greate~st health challc;Pges anialsO som~ oftbe most innovative, 

'>~htfulmethods of bringiI)g. J health care to cl!ildren and women in poor and remore 
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areas. For me, tbat trip was an inspiring reminder of how much progress can be made when the 
I . 

will and 'comtnitment are there to help those in need. 

Today's world is one of great promise for the 130 million children of our own 

hemisphere. Great promise, because our children are obviously our lifeline to prosperity and 

p~gress in the exciting and, unpre1ctable century that lies ahead. 

Great promise because theJ are millions of healthy children across the Americas, whose 

future are filled with hope and 4promi~ because of historic commitment. born' at the the 

Summit of the Americas las December, commitments that will translate into greater opportunity 

and justice for all children. 

. Among other initiatives, government leaders endorsed the goal of making basic health 

services available to all citizens. Tht will be extremely beneficial to children, who are the most· 

vulnerable to illnesses and Urihealth~ living conditions. I also want to commend the first ladies 

who participatedin this symposium bn children in Miami and worked with Dr. Alleyne to clarify 

our common vision and goals; 

Today these women across the Americas are turning rhetoric .into reality by helping. 

launch P AHO' s bist~ric campaign Jeliminate measles from our hemisphere by the year 2000. 

Later this year many of these wornel will convene in Paraguay to review our efforts and share 

OUT experiences in working to meet ~his ~oal. The campaign to eliminate measles is vital to all 

of our futures. It will save the livt of countless children in every cOuntry and will bring 

• heal'tb • 1 111 . 'h . h .prunary . care to every smg e vwage In our eml.SP ere. . 

I say this'with confidence beJuse we know from past experience that it can be done. The 

Pan American Hea1~ Organization LdY has led the world in getting rid of the polio virus;, 
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Since the World Health Organization resolved to fight polio in 1988, the number of polio cases 
I "" 

around the world has declined by 81%, Today, 145 countries are polio free and last year, as we 

already heard, the Americas became the fIrst region in the world to be declared formally free 
, I " 

of polio and not a single case has been detected in the region since August of 1991. 

All of you here should ~ great pride in 1hat achievement. y~ succeeded in getting 

I 
'many nations and private and public institutions involved and that is no small achievement. 

, Now the work must continul'in other parts of the world and in our region we must tum 

our attention to another majOrheal~ threat to children: measles. My husband often talks about 

children as the greatest resource Jf every nation and one of the best ways to build on that 
i 

resource is to invest in children, ~ecially their health. 

And I would add and echo Dr. Alleyne's comments. When we talk about health and 

education for children, we're not talking about a soft issue, about a margirial issue. We are not 

'talking about an issue that is the pJVince of women. 'Ve are talking about a core issue that will 

. tho fu f . dhis"" .. iliadetennme e ture 0 every oneIf0 ,our nations an t " IS an urgentIIllSSlon; t we 

understand fully how significant J health of Our children is to the future of all of us. 

Because just as we live :in a Le of great promise for children, we, also live in a time of 

great peril. More than 112 of the plpUlatien in this hemisphere is under the age of 23 and too 

many of our young people in every lone of our countries suffer from poverty" hunger, illiteracy 

and inadequate health care. 

But the statistics need not oe sO grim. 'While ushering children into the world is the 

province of families, prorecting Jm from avoidable diseases must be viewed as the shared 
! . I 

responsibility of our larger human family. We all know that a sick child has much less chance 
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of learning, ~wing and fulfilling his or her potential than a child who is healthy. 


A sick child has much less reason 
to be hopeful and optimistic about the future, less likely to 

develop into a healthy, productive citiZen. That is why it is our responsibility as a community 

of nations to insist that all children receive the health care they need. We have the technology .. 

Vaccinations exist for most of the major· childhood diseases and they are far cheaper than long 
. I . 

term treatments or the disabilities that result when children become seriously ill. 

All we need now is the comLtment to make these immunization campaigns succeed. the 
. . I - . 

United States has been a proud partner of past efforts to eliminate major childhood diseases in 

this hemisphere. Nearly half of all Jxtemal donor funding for the polio campaign came from the 

United States Agency for lntematilnal Development. The United stales currently is providing 

nearly US$7 million as part of our child survival programs in the countries of the Americas. 

. Today I am pleased to announce that the United States will join in partnership with 

PAHO in the campaign to eliminatl measles across the hemisphe~. PAHO bas estimated that . I ) . - . 

an additional US$46 million is needed for immunization programs between ·now and the end of 
. I .' ­

the century. Through USAID, the United States plans to extend a five-year, US$20 million grant 

to PAllO to advance hemispheric hbruth ~ priorities. -. 

Although the United statet -like many other nations, is operating under budget 

constraints, our go~emment hopes tb allocate· 'OS$8 million .directly to the Regional Expanded 

Program on Immunization, whlch JclUdes supPort to the measles campaign. At the same time, 

we have every expectation that iuj as with the polio effort, USAlD programs and technical . 
. I .. 

support across the Americas will help boost the campaign to eliminate measles. 


During the polio campaign those plgrams more than doubled our regional commitm~t. one' 
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of the most important aspects of PAHO·s campaign to eliminate measles is that it will advance 


all of our immunization efforts. 


. Perhaps equally important, it does reflect a larger vision of healtJ;. refonn that extends 

a basic package of integrated health services throughout the region and in that way carries 

forward the Summit of the AmeriL plan of action. . . 

It also provides us throJgh this measles campaign continuing opportunities, for . 

surveillance throughout the region 10 that we do remain very much f~cused on how effective we 

. d Ii ., . ti' . I, W ha . ded 'th t li b'are m e venng unmuntza on services.. .e ve succee Wl respec to po 0, ut we mu.st 

remain vigilant as to that disease ld all others, Although our specific health challenges may 

ldiffer from country to country, and OUI recipes for progress may require different ingredientes, 

we share a common future and a lommon cause: we must not work :in isolation to solve our 

problems, whether we are health or~aniza.tions, NGOs, government leaders~ private citizens we 

must join together as partners who Jppreciate the value of sharing OUI knowledge and experience 

an~ we must remember that when iJ comes to helping our children words alone are not enough, 

policy papers are 'not en~Ugh1 prels releases are. not enough, documents and studies are not 
, . \ .' , 

enough. We have had more than our share of each. ' 

Instead, we must translate Jto action what we can do and then get on with the business 

of doing it. 

Ultimately, we must be guided by a desire in our hearts to see that all children have the 

, gift of hope in thelrliv;'. As the +nderfulChilean poet Gabriela Misttal once wrote "Many 

things we need can wait, the child cannot." And so today, as we celebrate this very important 

• effort, I hope each of us will remeJber that the child cannot wait and we can do something to 
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ensure that the child throughout this hemisphere has the opportunity to live up to his or her God-

given potential. 

Thank you very much.. 


