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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much. Thank you so much for 
being here for this imporitant and, in many ways, unprecedented event. 
I want ,to thank secretarYI Shalala for her leadership in so many areas, 
but as she mentioned, whe,nthe President announced the National Breast' 
Cancer Action Plan from this room and asked' the Secretary to please 
begin to do all that we clbuld in the federi;ll.government to not only 
get word out about breast cancer, but to begl.n a really concerted 
effort to turn ,all of thel forces of the federal government toward 
research to find a cure t:o understc;md ~his di'sease -- Secretary 
Shalala really took th,at and ran wl.th 1t, ,and we're very grateful to' 
you.' , I . 

I also want to acknowledge Bruce Vladick and Dr. Helen Smiths 
from the Health Care Fina:ncing Administration. That is the agency , 
that pays the'Medicare billls, ,that tries to compile, information so 
that we know what's reall¥ happening with people in our country when 
it comes to health, and they are very much involved and committed to 
this effort, and I'mveryl grateful for that. 

I also want to thank Dr. Susan Blumenthal and the Public 

Health Service's Office oh Women's Health,which has'played a major 

role, in bringing to all of our attention the issues affecting women 

and our health, and I kno~ this is avery big week for older 

Americans, because it is r-he White House Conference on Aging. And 

Fernando Torres Gil who is here, is the man responsible for making


I ' 
sure that this week happens, and he seems remarkably relaxed, and so 
I'm glad to we,lcome him hkre to join all of us. 

We are kicking Of~ the Clinton Administration's "Mommagram" 
campaign. And that is a rery carefullychQsen phrase, because it 
really says what we want ~t to say. We are concerned about Qur mommas 
-- whether we call them mothers, mommies, moms, Whatever, we are 
concerned about' all of thk women in our country, and particularly 
older women. And we want this campaign to increase awareness of the 
importance of mammography 'among our nation's older women. 

The threat of breast cancer, as the Secretary points out, is 

one that touches every sihgle American. We all know someone -- a 

grandmother, a mother, a Sister, an aunt, a daughter, a friend, or in 

my case, my mother-in-Iaw~ who has SUffered or is suffering from this 


'disease. But what many Americans do not know is that the risk of 
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breast cancer increaseslwith age. ,In fact, 80 percent of new breast 
cancer~ occur in women aged 50 and older, ~nd half of all new ba~es 
occur in women 65 and o~der. 

That is why, thJnks in large part to the advocacy of many 
organizations represent~d here today, m~ntmography was added to 
Medicare in 1991 as one 10f the few preventive or screening service's 
that Medicare offers. ~nd that is why, as I worked on he~lth care 
reform, I was distre,sse~ 

I 

to learn that fewer than 40 percent of women 
aged 65 and older on Medicare have used the Medicare mammography 
benefit. ' I ' 

Over the past months, I looked at studies on barriers to 
mammography use among o]der women, and I talked to women allover the 
country of, different badkgrounds and races and different regions wh'o 

. . • I. " .,' .had dl.fferent experl.ences wl.th mammography and Wl.th breast cancer. I 
believe that through thdse meetings, which we called,"listehing 
sessions," because that'ls what I was doing, we could gain a bett'er 
understanding of how we could increase the use o'f mammography by going 
to the people who were tihe experts ..;..- the women themselves. 

, I,' . ,,'
I learned a great deal from these sessl.ons, from the 

'physicians and nurses artd women who took part in them, from the 
advocates representing drganizations, and the entire government did as 
well. ,Because we heard Ithat older women, like the rest of us, value 
t:Qe advice of their doctiors,' and that a great number of older women 
will get a mammogram if their doctors recommend it. 

We learned that some older women don't realize that you never 
outgrow the need to protect yourself against breast cancer, and that 
some women mistakenly b~lieve that mammograms are extremely painful or 
even dangerous, that th~y, themselves, can cause breast cancer. Some 
women fear getting a manhnogram because they believe that ,finding 
breast cancer, even in .ilts early stages, is a death sentence. ' And we 
learned that some olderjwomen, women who have spent their lives caring 
for others, simply don't,know how to take care of their own health by

• • I , .seekl.ng out such serVl.ces for themselves. ' 

But we also leaJhed that with information and outreach, older 
women will get mammogra~s to 'help them live longer, healthier lives, 
and our goal is to provide this Stipportand to increase mammography 
use among our nation's dlder women. So we are pleased to annOunce 
today this awareness in.iltiative. ' 

In honor Of'MotJer's Day and all of our nation's older women, 
we are kicking off 'our ~ni.tiative with a "Mommagram" campaign. The 
"Mommagram" campaign will give husband~, sons, daughters, 
grandchildren, friends ~nd anyone else with a close relationship with 
an older woman a way to let that woman know that her family and 
friends care, that part of that caring means wanting her to get 

MORE 

http:seekl.ng


I ,-3­
regular mammograms, and that Medicare coverS the cost, of these 

mammograms. 


I would like to Itake this oppor:tunity,on behalf afthe 
administration, to than~ all of you who have done and will continue to 
do so much to make this j"Mommagram" campaign, a,success. 'This campaign 
has been a wonderful coordinated effor.t'arilong government agencies and 
between the government'aind the private sector. 'I would also like to ' 

,thank the health careprllofessionals and tlieJr 'organizations who will 
be communicating with their members about: ,~the ,i'mpartemce" of reminding
their older ,women patiehtsto, get regularmamril6grams. ' ' ' 

, " As one ot: th~'wolmen in one of the'listening '~e'SSions told me, 
she says, "I had five tHings wrong with m~ei I have, five 

• > I· " " '. ' . .jdIfferent doctors, ,I ha~e,doctors for ,my eyes, I have,doctors for my 
heart, I have doctors for my feet, but nobody ever told me to get a 

, mammogram. Ii And so part! ~f our message is for, all doctors' who take 
care of women for, any prioblem remind them, please, about mammograms. 

I'd also like tO 
I 

thank the senior, Ol::ganizatioris and cancer 
advocacy organizations who will be activating their grass roots 
networks to 'get ,the mess:age out. This is very important, because 
you're really there on the fr6nt lines, ,talking with women every 
single day. Many of yoJ have worked, very we,ll on y6ur own ~xcellent, 
breast' heal;th' awareness .lcampaigns, and we 'appreciate your additional 
efforts on behalf of thIS as well. "'.' , " , 

I'd also liketJthank the c~eativepublic relations 

professionals who, donat~d their time and effort to design the 

"Mommagram" campaign•. Ylou can see one gr7at. example behind me: And 

the generous corporatIons and trade aSSOCIatIons who have prOVIded 

funding or are distributiing and displaying ,the message or the 

materials that have beeh developed for this campaign. 


And rwouldmosJ,certainlY lik~ to thank the women who 
participated in these l~stening sessions., Some 'of them were able to 
be with us today, and I ,would like al'l the women in all: the listening 
Sessions to pleasestahd, because it is, your help thatma.de this day 
happen. ,(APPlause.).,) ,,', , 

Iwou~d also (id9' we 'had a raally'good time, and some of 
what was said and some of the stories that were told,' we couldn't 
publish in the form thatithey,were -- (laughter) ;.;.::.. but 'I will n~ver 
forget them. And I hop~ that all of you know how much we appreciated 
your taking your time arid'sharing very pers'dnal information with us. 

, , o'ur efforts, wil~not end with Mother' s Day. The "M6mmagram" 

campaign is just the fi~st stage in a year-long Medicare mammography 

initiative that will include outreach through Medicare carriers and 


, intermediaries -- those Jare the insurance companies and the other ' 

folks~ho,processthe bills and do what needs ,to be done in order to 
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get Medicare to work fori you, through state health departments, iocal 
aging agencies ,and we hope many of youhe:te today., " 

I alSo know therie are many women ~-, and we have just had very 
strong evidence of that'published in a recent article ..... - who are 
living on bare-bones bud!gets in their later years, and they are 
finding it very 'difficul~t, to meet the deductible Cb~t on Medicare and 
the Small copayment for lamammogram. Probably the l11bst difficult and 
poignant moments In thos1e listening sessions were when' women stood up 
and said, tt I was diagnos1ed with breast c'ancer, but I didn't have 
insurance, and. I waited jUntil I was eligible for Medicare." Or, women 
who stood up and said ttl 'have a history of breast cancer in my family, 
but at the end of the month, I ,just can't afford,'· even with Medicare's 
help, to pay for a mammoi~~am.1I 

I hope this camp1aign will help tis focus nationa·l attention on 
not only the b~nefit that'is available through M¢dicare, but also the 
need t.o make sure that ~very woman is able to take advantage of that 
benefit. We applaud the' many local' programs that ,1 learned about 
around the country :that .joffe:: free mammogr,aphyscreening, and. I know 
that the many partners In thls effort here today and those unable to 

Hopefully, the, day will whem' the government will be able, 

be with us, will do eve~ythingthat we can do together to assist in 
finding ways to cover the costs that ' 
Medicare doeS not now pilck up. ' 

, I 
. come 

to meet the needs of alll'women, or' there will be other changeS that 
will permit a service stich as Medicare's mammography ben'efit to be 
accessed withOut anyfidaricial barriers .. ,. . . 

. As I think abouJ_ this campaign, I can't help but also think " 
about the voices we're Hearing in Washington today that are trying ,to 
tell us that there' is ndthing the federal government can do 
for people. I think the' Medicare mammography benefit belies that. 

, And I think this, awarene'ss campaign does" too. Working together with 
, ! • •

local government and the prlvatesector, we can use the Medlcare 
,mammography benefit to Save lives. And that is very important to all 
of us. " ' I ' 

We have here t09ay s9meone I met in our listening sessions, 
and whose words .and thoughts helped us 'shape this campaign. I'd like 
to welcome Zinny Cummings (PHO.) from Chur,ch Women United, a brave .and. 
determined womenwh~ is lone of mammography',s success stories. 

Ziriny"would you please join uS here at the podium? 
(Applause. ) 

(ZINNY CUMMINGS SPEAKS) 

MRS. CLINTON:' ]~m so glad you got on that airplane. 
(Laughter.) . One of the items that zinny referred to was a video" n~ws 

MORE 


http:mammoi~~am.1I


'. '. 

-5­

release that we put together by the Department of Health and Human 
Services,' which gives a Ibit of a flavor ab9ut what we heard in all of 
these listening sessions. A,nd I think we're going to be able to play 
'it right 'now and show ydu on these two screens. " 

(VIDEO SHOWN) 

Thank, you,. Jacki1e, 'for you and your crew doing s'uch an 
excellent job on that." Iwe started our, fir,st listening session in New 
York, and I. was pleased there to hear from a number of women who have 
been ,active in various organizations that are advocates on behalf of 
older women and on beria]f of cancer. And, one of those women from the 
<:Hder Women I'sLeague .is ILoUC;;lass (PHO.) An~,. LOU, I'd, like to" , 
~ntroduce you now to OUJ::i aud~ence. P~easeJo~n us here. (Applause.), 

(JACKIE SPEAKS) 

And that's such art important point that Lou just 'made is the 
pea'ce of mind that'comes from doing" this for, YOUrself and finding out 
there isn't, anything wrdng, and that's' an important point that we want' 

to stress today. ,I : ' .', ' '," '. .' " , " ' , ' 
As has already Deenment~oned, the Pres~den~ and I have a very 

personal interest and cdmmitment to"this i'ssue, because 'my inother-in­
law, Virginia Kelley, d~ed'in JanUary of 199.4 from breast 
cancer, 'and so we were ~ery intimately involved with her and her 
disease over a number of. months. She, as' any of you who ever met her 
would know, she never w~nted to have any~()dy feel sorry for her or in 
any way ,stop ,what they vlere doing because 'of her battle with breast 
cancer, , and' 'she w'as a g~eatinspiration to us in' the' last years of her 
life as she was during he:r entire life. ' , , ; , ,I 

And in our effor.ts to try to reach out to women 'around the 
country, we thought we Jould, teli our own ,pers'onal story about this 
because p~rhaps all of the talking and all of the' statistics an¢!. all 
of the effort tha't has been put into mammography for all women, " , 
particularly'older womert, may not, make the impression on some women 
that a personal story ddes. So we have, with the help of some very 
creative people', done, sdme PSAs that I hope will, in their own way, 
reach some additional wdmen, and I'd like to show those to you nbw. 

(PSAs are ,shown) 

We hope that other additional ideas 'for ways of reabhirtg women 
throughout the country,Jill come forward,from this cani.paign~ We want, 
to, in every way we .pan, to get the word out. Some of the things that 
you'll be seeing in the Mother's Day part 'of this campaign are 
Mother's Day cards that will have inside this special "Moinmagram, i. and 
so I hope that many, many people buy these, cards and send them to 
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their mothers and their grandmothers and other women who they 
appreciate.. 

We'll be having, with deliveries of flowers on Mot.herls Day, 
which I think is probabl.y the biggest day. for flowers in the whole 
country, a mammogram fori you which will come with every bouquet and 
will point out the impor1tance' of having a mammogram, and again I think 
that this is a way that IMother's Day can be celebrated particularly, 
will ,have pins that I ho'pe people will wear as ~-especially those of' 
you in organizations who; are working ohthis will be visiting-with, 
women and speaking to groups, many other kinds of brochures that will 
be put out with our sloglan -- "Get a mammogram: a picture that cart 
save your life." • ' 

'so we·are very'Jrateful for everything that all'of you have 
done, -and I think each O;f us has a personal reason for being here 
today and for being invested in this campaign, and ce.rtainly my 
mother-in~law is my pers:onal reason, along with many of my friends and 
other women whom I have Iknown. 

, My ow~ mother CO!Uldh: t .be here.' She's mUch too', busy today. 
(Laughter.) So she's n9t g01ng to be able to come for Motherls Day 
until toward the'end of ,the week. And of course, this is, as the 
President said, our second Mother's Day without his mother. But:t 
think that we need to ce1lebrate all of the mothers who are here, and I 
asked if there could be. jone person perhaps chosen to represent all of 
the mothers, because weld like to give them a bouquet. And this is 
really 'a bouquet for everybody, and this is a total surprise, so I'm 
sure this.woman will sa~, "Why are you doing this to me," but one of 
the people from our lisbening sessiohs who is here today is LUAnn 
Richter (PHO.), a 73-yearll-old breast cancer surVivor, and she told us 
that in her early years, she had regular mammograms but stopped having 
them because she didn't ,have any family history of cancer. 

, Seven years ago,1 she <,found a lump through a self-exam, went to 
a physician, it was conf,irmed as ,?artcer~us, sl;e had a m~stectomy. She 
now has regular mammograms. She 1S a w1dow w1th twoch1ldren and four 
grandchildren and a memJ::Jer of the Older Women/s League., And LUAnn, if 
you'll join me, you are lour proxy for all of ,the mothers and 
grandmothers. (APPlaUSj') ,.' ' 

(MRS. RICHTER ACCEPTS. BOUQUET) 


Well, we are so 
excited to have all of you here, and I hope 
that this campaign will be as successful as the efforts that you have 
invested in it. 

I also wanted to recognize another group who is here because 
of what they had just ddne, and that's the Inspiration Expedition, a 
group of breast cancer siurvivors who climbed the tallest mountain in 
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the world, outside of tlle Himalayas, in South America, and t wanted 
them to: stand, all who ~ere members of this expedition who ata here, 
because we are very proud of you. (Applause.) 

.. So we have much Ito be grateful for as we approach this. year's 
Mother's Day and we havEi much ,to work for as we try to take th~s 
campaign to women throughout our country, and I want to. thcink all of 
you for making this pos~ible and for being part of such 'an important 
effort, and I look forwaird to celebrating next y~ar as we hopefully 
see these statistics'getting better and.better, as we see more and 
more women taking advan~age of these kinds'of mammography benefits~ 
and as we move closer arid closer to iearning about what causes breast 
cancer and what will cu~e it for ourselves, our daugl).t:.er·s and oUr 
granddaughters. ThankYr0u all very much. 
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