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Office o"f the Press, Secretary" 

For Immediate Release j May 22, 1995I ' 

",.1 Remarks by
First Lady Hillary Roqham;Clinton

, .' I ••at the 'Kick-off Event for the Pedl.atrl.c AIDS Foundation's 
lp.s.~. campaign 'j:, 

,. , lwashl.ngton D. C. :', . 

MRS. ,CLINTON: Thankyeu Patsy for youJ;",hard work and your 

constant cqmmitment'to ma~ing,sure,that all of us know what we 

need to know about AIDS and HIV.' Thank yqu, for that 

introdu~tion. ,'\ ' 

'1 'm delighted to be here. I look around this room, and I see 
so many people who have dbne so much ,over ;the last decade or s'd 
to not only bring the isshe of AIDS to pubiic attention,' but to 
try to put together the kind, ofe,ffort tha't is needed in research 
and in treatment and carel, 'that we are hoping' tq move forward by 
this, announcement ,today. I 

1'm particularly pleas'ed to see memoersi'of Congress here. I 

want to welcome Senator Hb.tch:, 'and thank you for your'concern 

about th:is issue -- Senatbr Boxer, and foriner Senator' Hawkins,

,I ' ,

and Senator Metzenbaum"wJilo I,am always pleased to see. Also 
with us is .Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson, and I think . 
that's al,l of the ,members Iof Congress that: are ,here" 'but there 
are others who are also cemmitted' to ·this., " ' ',', ' 

We 'are pleased to have'1members of' ,the r~search and medical 

community represented here, and-I'm particularly 'pleased to see 

my friend, forme:: surge~nIGeneral, Dr:. Koop, ,who is 'he::e -- who 

wa~ one of the f1rst v01,ces to make AIDS al;l' 1mportant:1ssue on 

the American agenda,. ,j';" ' ' 


Thank you all for coming and for the' coi:r~ribu:tions' y,ou are' 
making in the fight again~t, Pediatric AIDS~ I'd like to say a 
special thanks to. Susie zgegan and SusancDe~aurEmtis for ,their 
tirele~s ~eadership of th~pedia~rit;; AIDS,lf9:undati'on and for the 
PSA campa1gn you're here to unve11. ,,', i i , I ' ' 
, And we are all here because, in some ,small or gre'at '\w,ay, we 
ha,,:e 'been touch'fd by th~ 'l\ife, 'se~v~<?e and,;work, <:>f our friend, .. 
El1zabeth Glaser. ,1, am, alrays ,th1nk1ng, about El1zabeth and her 

'contribution, and I believe the best way we can honor he:r:.is by 
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• continuing her mission. As both Susie and Susan and all of you 
are doing every day. NODody fought 'harder and did more 'in the, 
fight against Pediatric ,AIDS 'than Elizabeth Glaser. And nobody 
fought with ~ore digni,tyl and courage. ",', ' 

When Elizabeth discovered that she had contracted HIV from a 
blood transf';lsion, afterlt:he del~very,ofher daugI;ter, Ariel, she' 
could have gl.ven up. When she 'dl.scovered that Arl.el, and her 
son', 'Jake, born three yecSrs' later, had both contracted the virus, 
she could have ,given up. I And when Ariel died at the age of 
seven, she certainly could have glven up, but instead of giving 
up or giving in, Elizabeth channelled her energy and passion int'o 
th7 fight against. pediat:d1ic , AIDS. 'The Pediatric AIDS Foun~ation 
eXl.sts because Ell.zabeth refused to see herself and her chl.ldren 
as victims of fate. ' She Ilit candles for hope for children by 
igniting fires under presjident's, Congress" scientists, doctors, 

',all of us. She hadtreme,ndous success mobilizing private 
support, and, in getting R:epublicans and Democrats to work 
together against AIDS. , Spe succeeded, in part, because she , 
remil')ded every American that every American is at risk ~- wealthy 
or poor, ,of whatever religion or racial or ethnic background, but 
more importantly she succeeded because of her enormous tenacity, 
comp~ssion and gr~ce. "i, , . ' " , 

Wl.thus today l.S her partner l.n that battle, her husband who 
kept ,her going day after day, month aftermopth, year after year, 
Paul has continued the fight with a strong sense of 
responsibility to Elizabeth, to Ariel,and to Jake, and.to the' 
other women and children ",ho may not have to live with ,HIV and 
AIDS because of the work that Elizabeth and others began. Again, 
rather than giving in or giving'up, Paul has worked ceaselessly, 
first with Elizabeth, andlth~n, now,cc;trrying o~ that' ":l0rk, in 
order to make sure all of us are comml.tted·to l.ncreasl.ng , 
awareness about AIDS and raising funds ,for research to find a 
treatment and a cure. , '\ ' 

,The results of Paul ,and Elizabeth's dedicati.on and devotion 
are clear. ,When Elizabeth helped found the Pediatric AIDS 
Foundation, in 1988,' then~ was no Pediatric AIDS res'earch ag,enda. 
Since then, the Foundatio~ has raised thirty-one million ddllars: 
It has sponsored unique cdllaborations among government, 
businesses and private' 'reSearch institutions. Its Ariel Project 
brought together key resecSrchers and clinicians to find a way to 
block transmission from art infected mother to her newborn child. 
And of course,that is why we are here today," beicause finally as 
the public service announdement you see on display here and will 
see, there is some good.n~ws about AIDS. 

• 
As 'you in ~his room', ~nJ~, ~nd I want all Americans to know,' a 

study sponsored by the Natlional Institutes of Health' found ,that 
drug treatment during pregnancy will significantly reduce the 
risk that an HIV-infected kother will transmit the virus to her, I ' 
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. I " 	 ' ,e, 	 child. About 7,000 HIV-infected mothers' give birth each year,
{ 	 and without treatment,: albout 25 percent of, those children are 

born infected with HIV. [This study'shows that t~eatment Can 
reduce the rate of 'transmission'from 25 percent to '8' percent. 
With this information 'coMes opportunity alid hope -~ the ' 
opportunity for women to Iget tested for HIV', the opportunity to 
get these women treatment they need to hel,pthemselves'and their 
babies, and the hope that with the guidance of doctors and 
counSelors and the vigila'nce of 'mothers, we can prevent infection 
of, newborn babies. " I, , 	 ' 

, This is one of the 'tiJeswhen all of ,us, regardless of party 
or background agree on alcommon goal-:-':" that mothers' shouldbe 
tested for HIV so that: we can save chlldren. We ne'ed to do 
everything we can to protiect children who 'never have to become 
HIV-infected, and that:'s ;what ,this PSA campaign is all about. In 
cooperation with its partners in business, government, the AIDS 
conununity" the medical 'cohununity and every concerned American, 
the Pedia,tric AIDS Founda~ion's campaign will reach out to give 
women the information theiY need to protect;. their own health and 
the health of their children. 

., . ' I." ", .," . 

• 
,But lnformatlon alone ilS not ,enough. HIV-lnfected women arid 

their children must havekiccesstohealth care and other support 
services! That's why, we heed to protect funding for the Rya!1 
White Care Act, which pays for AIDS related drugs and, primary 
care'services, including bbunseling, and' testirig. That's why we 
need tosupport'public health institutions, why we need to 
support the Cpc and the Wbrld HealthOrgan:j.z'ation, that ar'e, ," 
working to stop ePidemics\ like AIDS cmdotherepidemics on the 

'horizon that threaten the public health of'Americans. ',Artd.that's 
why 'we 'must protect the the Medicaid program s'o that it can ' 
continue to cover more ,thim 92 percent, of: the children in our 
country with AIDS. " Th~ H~alth Care Financing A~mihistration is 
working with, states to as~ure .Medicaid "coverage of AZT for the 

, prevention of perinatalt:tansmission of HIV. We cann'ot' let 
budget politics or maneuv~ring threaten our ability to ,prevent' 
JiIV infection in babie~. \ And that means we have,t9be, willing, 
with public service announcements like' the ,ones we are starting 
today, not only to get 'information to'women, sothat,they will 

" 	 ,j I· " •take care ,of themselves, and hopefully prevent the klnd of 
infection that could come\to ,their 'babies,' but that they will 
then have the services )anq support to do so'to demonstrate to 
other women that it will work.,,' , 

, The battle against p'edJatric AI~S is being fought every day by 
advocates like, the Pediat:rtic AIDS ,Fo,undation" by researchers and" ,,' I ,,' ' ' 	 ,
doctors, by mothers'andfathet's and by many remarkably brave and 
strong children. The NIH IstUdY, a study that came about because 
of the Pediatric AIDS Foundation's interest and t}le expertise at 

',NIH is so important, and ~t must. be well-publicize~so that all 
women get the message about the lmportance of gettlng ,test,ed. We 



" 

can win this fight, a~d tthe're can be more mothers like stephanie 
Amande, who will be spea~ing to you in a minute, who is with us 

1 . ' ,today, who take advantage of the treatments we know work, and who 
can give their children the chance to grow up without HIV 
infection. . ' : I .' , 

It is now my great pleasure to introduc;e somedne who hasd6ne 
I '.' .' so much to make suret~at the struggle aga1nst AIDS and HIV 

continues and is made pa~t of our daily consciousness, and 
someone whom I am delighted, and privileged ,to calla friend, Paul 
Glaser. . 
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