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(Applause. ) 
. I· 

PRESIDENT CORRIGAN: 'iQ,u have become an 
I . 

exemplar for a diyerse n~tiori. In you, we see the power 

Qf the .. committed individual, the v~lue of ~oman's full 
I ./' 

partnership in th~ life of our nation and the richness of 

a life ·that is' jO~OUSlY balanced .~etween involvement with 

one's familyanCl~riends' ,a~d immersion' in the qreater 


society. 


Hillary 
Rodha:m' Clinton'; you exemplify the very 

highest values ~e could hope to instill in these, our 

students, or' to live' by ourselves. 'And it, is a joy and a 

privilege to awa~d you this degree~ 

~nd by the authority invest~d iri me by the 

Board cif T~ustees and on behalf of the Californ~a St.te 

. University, I heJebY confer upon you, . Hillary Rodham" . 
.' . I . 
Clinton, San Francisco. state U:nive.rsity's hiqhest honor, 

.. . .... . I· ..' .c . 

the degree of Doctor of Laws, -'withall of the rights,... 'I .. 
honors; .and opportunities which '1 t imparts . . I· .: .' 

'Trustee Falqatter and.~rustee Camp~ell having 

already invested jyOU with, 'the hood, we wil~ give, you the. 

degree. 

'. (AP~larse ~ ) 

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Thank you very much. . 
I 

.. (APPlarse:" ) 

HILLAR~ RODHAM CLINTON: I have been, I 

sup.pose, t·o ma.ny commencements~' But I don't think I have 

,., 
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, I 

HILLARY RODHAM' CLINTON: You 'know, I' have been' 

2 

1 

asked several times, why am I here makinq a commencement 

3 address at San Frlncisco state University. Well, t think 

4 it's already been proven and ~ttested ~o by earlier 

speakers that thii. is a qreat public universdty. And it 

6 

5 

is also a universtty that represents th~ full diversity 

7 and possibility 0t America. It is a' university' - ­
. . . I . 
(Applause. ) 


9 


8 

HILLARY ROIDHAM CL,INTON: --. t.hat takes' the 

10 education of all peoples~riously: women, minorities,' 

11 immigrants, refuglees. Everyone who 1.s willing to work 

12 hard a·nd accept rlesponsi~i~itY is welc~me here', And 

• 
th~t/sth~ kind 1f univers1tyI wanted to ~ome to to say, 

,14e .13 

"Thank,you for,d9inq 'lNhat you do,to ~uild students and 

,15 Amer,ica. " 

(Applause. )16 
I .

HILLARY 'RODHAM CLINTON: You know, there are so. 

lS 

17 

many subjects thlt are discussed' in commence~ent 
19 . addresses. And lSUallY by about this time, all of the 

20 graduates are 'lobk,inQ' at their w:at.ches and thinking, "How' '" 

21 much longer wi 11 this go on?:" And e}'Very' person in the 

22 positio'n· of any o,f us' he·re~ on the podium is desperately 

23 tryin~ ~o saYSOLet.~in9 that might possibly be me~orabla" 
24 mostly failing, LccasiOnallY succeeding. But usu~11y ttie 

25 id'ea 'beh'ind comm1encement addresses is to try to ,g1va 

26 " advice: to' gradualtes about their: impending: j our-ney into 

LAURA P. BREWEJ REALTIME REPORTING' (:4,15) 949 -19 0'0 
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the adult 	world. 

You've ilreaqy received, some: great advice. 

From Annette Beninq, ~you/veheard; Find'work you love. 
. I " 

Invest yourself in it. Bring your passions t~ it. 

From ceJil Williams, YO~'ve seen in a6tion .what 

faith in somethindbeSideSYOUrSelf an9,. the materia.l 
I " 	 .' 

world can brtng; :l(yandCommitmen~and service ~o 
yourself, your family, your commun~ty, and human1ty. 

You~veJeard already what distinguishes 'thi& 

univer~i'ty and maJes ,it so special and so, important. 

Han~ of tou'i; thJs qraduat~nq,clas~ ai~ ~lder th~n the 
, 	 ,I", ' 
ave~aqe graduating student around, the 'country today. You 

have already paid your dues . 

(Applause. ) , 

HILLARY RODHAM ,C,LtN'tON: Many' of ,you have 

worked full time or part time:,. hav~' raised' families; have 

taken onallkindJ of ad~itional responsibi~ities. And: I 

,think that probabJy the motto of this university really 

is lived out in ydur own lives: Experience· teaches. And 
. I 

, you have 	.brouqht ~our' experience to this campus. 

Wha.t I would like to spend just' a few ,minutes, 

taiking about iS~~hY what ~oq have:experlerteed here is 

critical for not only. yourselves, btit f~r those young, 
. . 'I ' 

people and old~i o~es who will com~ after. 

" O,ur • socJety, 'o,ur country I .and this' state in 

particular have h~~toriCallY·believed that education Was e 26. 

• , 17 
I 

I . 	 ... 
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a odlleotive r~s,onSibilitYlthat.~t needed tri be 

provided, because we understood that education could make 

such ~n importanJ difference in the lives of all of us. . . . I' . 
And yet; .~oday, ,e know .that education is under attack •. 

We know that· therle are those among US who would, in . 

e~fecti pull 'up the ladders oi opportunity after th~r 

have already cliJbed to t~~ heights.I . 
We have to take a strong stand on behalf of the 

importance of.edJcation and universities like this. And 
. I' . 

'all of you ~ho ale graduatinq today and allot your 


family ~embers and friendswh6 have. sacrificed to bring 


you ·to thiS'POinJ,I hope each 'of you will raise. your 


voices on behalf of education in America. 


Eduoation. 'is not only imp~:t'tant for' acquir~nq 

. ,fact!; or knowie~Je, . it IS' n~t .only ill'l.pcH."·tant for acquirin~ 
., I· . '. . < .. • 

~kills to prepare one~elf.for making a living, it'1s also 
. .... j ... ' . .: . , < 

< about l~arnlnq how to mee~ the cha~lenges of .one's time,.' . ' I " .... . '. . 
how ,to solve.·problems ~nda~apt .t~ new circumstances. It 

15 also abolltbuJlding a broader' understandi~q of o.ur 
~ . " . 

world. And that means tiuil~in~,~n~;s ~ap~city foi 

t'olerance an~ compas,sion and responsible behavior. 

it is J1SO about defining on~'~' ~l.~~ in the­, I' < ,'. • • 

wortd and creating one', s pe~sonal ide~t:it'y'against the 
I" . 

backdrop of how' others have lived thro~qhout history_ 

And edJcation is riot and no lonqe.r can be, if . . I . 
it ever were, a one-shot experienc•• There.ar. all kinds 

18 
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I 

.' 

of people 	in oui society who need to learn and want to 
.' 	 . . 

learn •. They rang-e from the very/yoUl'ig to the very old. 

'"that's Why' it :1s so important th~t we .preserve , a broad' 
range of educational opportunities.for all Americans,

" . I 	 . 
be9'innin9' 	in ChitdhOOd .and carrying on th'roughout life . 

Yet, as 
I has already been eluded

'.
to, you know 

. ' '. 1 	 .... , 

there is a movement afoot in state capitols and the 

nati~n'g c~pltol to retreat on theimport~nce of 

education and education'funding, a retreat.that is marked 
. ,'. I '. ", ,.. '.' ., .'.. '. '. 
by" a rather unus\:l~larq1:;rmen-t=.: That slashl.ngeduca.tl.on· 

funding is ~eing~on~ for th~ gorid ,of our 'chlidren, that 

cutting back, on education will enable ,us'1Ilsome 


miraeulou~ way ti provide more and better' o~portunities 

. . '. '·1· 

thari we .now enjoy. 	
.~" 

. . I 	 ' . ,­

Nothing could 'be further ,from the truth. 
" j' . 

(APPlaise . ) 

HILLARY RODHAM' CLIN.TON:' If we --, ,if We sound 

the retreat on E!~Ucaticn in our' society, we ,;'d.eny the 
1 	 ' . . 

opportunity of pre-sehoolandH~ad Start to .hundreds of 

,'thouS,andS 'of, pr+SChOOT Child~"n; we deny tens of 

'thousands 	of elementary school students the resources . 	 I' .., ,~ 

they nee~'to improve ~heir r~aai~iand math skills; we 

deny, summer jobs and learninq opportunities to you~q, 

people1 ~e'deny the opportunity of colleqeto millions of 
~ . '. . 

. 	 , 

America.ns by 
. 

shrinking loans" makinq t'hem less' fl·exibl.e, 

and raising. in-t:Qirest pa.y~ents; ~nd we deny traininq that 

LAURA P. '8~~WEJ REALTIME REPORTING ( 415 ) 9 4 9,-1900 
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ever" been to' one' w..ith' more enthusiasm or exe!tement or 


, 'th th' 1 A d h k f 1 tt"
energy; "an: loS 'on.. n t an 'you- or e' long me be ' 

• part of, ,it. 

(APPlaus/e. ) , ' , 

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: President ~or:r:~9an and 

admin1~tratorsa~J faculty, alumni and trustees, all of 

you Wh'O'support an'd, work, in this ~reat: un;ivf!l!rs i ty, thank 
, , :",," ,/" , ",' 

'you 'for.: this honorary degree" But tha·nk you most of all 
, ", ,'/, 

t.o the, ::honored members 

t ' 'f ,Jh , .'me ,0" ' epar o~' ~ loS 

l' also want 

t b 
. I 
'I, 

' ' 

of 'the class of 1995 for' inviting 

1 b' t"oe e ra l.on',
' 

to thank a.rtdconqratulate all of
' 

the ,parents·' and' 'rela,tives and friends who' are. qa,the;-e,d 

here:" today, whose support, and en~O\,1raqeme.nt are reflected 

in thos.epurple ·and qold degrees 'th,at will be aW'arde~ to 

a110:f. you. 

(,App"lause. ) 

HILLARY RODH:AM:,'CLINTON:,'Theinves,tlllent that 
, . 

you ,h~ve ~ade in ~hese students! education is one of the 

sound'Qs:t. 'and mosJ important' _investmen~s you couJ..d . ever 
, J ' , ' . 

make:.: I~ is .,alsQ on'eof. t,he'smart'est investments any 

so:c',:be,t'¥" ~a:n make.! And I 'hope,thatboth.:',fami lies' and 

soc.iet'i~s -will cJ.n:tinue to' u~derstand fhated·tication is 
I' . 

t.he'lnost important 'priority to build stronq an,a q,ood' 

citLz:ens' and s:tr,ln9' ahd 'good, soeieties.,:now a,nd. irito the 

futur,e~' 

(Applause.) , 

15. 

LAURAP. ~R.EW'ERI REAliTIME REPORT1'NG "(415}',949-1900 

http:en~O\,1raqeme.nt


6 

'MAY-30-1995 14:03 . SFSU-:-COM~/PUBLI<;:, AFFAIRS 	 4153381498 P.21 

SAN' FRANCI·SCO .. STATE UNIVERSITY' COMMENCEMEN'l' - 5/27/95
I 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5. 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

.16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21. 

22 

23 

24,' 

25 

26 e 

e 


has 	enabled ;mii'lions of: younl"t, people to change careers 
..' .' . I . . ~ 

and 	acqu'l:·r,e ... new'·"J on ·skl.lls to earn a decent livin; 

' .. donitlt~~nk denial is a'qood idea in anI 

individua'l:'·s, l':i:f'e or in the life of a soci.sty. I think 

one has.tomeet·tnechallen;es of one's time head on. 

And to prete~d;;thlt·. we can meet those challenges without 

· '. t' '. I· l' . ·· ... h· .... t' .l.nves long.'·l.n' .our,younq ,·peop ~,; ~1.L. OUL.. 1.nves l.nq' l.n. 

educati.on ,is:,·th,e'!. ultim'ate ,in d'enial and can only bring 
I 

problems.to·al:l. o·f. us if··.we .persist in believing it.'. 	 '. I . 
(Appl,ause. ) 

H·ILLAR·Y·RO,I:>HAM CLINTON: It is part.icularly 
, 

ironic' .that :thos.e. who profess to ,worry ab.out the loss. of 

civility a~nd. character' in our society are on a. orusade to 

t "··d th t l.()nob 1 1.. t era e. nal.ona:....t" I ~ serVl.cean e e d uca . pr.oqram 
,.", .' i. I " 

k nown as·:~lllercorps. 

You· knot. about community serv~ce.here at San 

Franeisdo'·,S~a,te.' Yo~ support· more than '100 proqrams 

usinq, comlllun~ity' aid, student· resources to. confront issll:es. 

·ranq:ing.fr.om./hometessnes;s to youth viole.nce to ~teen, 

preqna.ncY'·to"'healfh problems to the envi;t"onmen~.. You are 
. I 	 . 

also a.:pa·r.tn'e17·wi,thAmericorps. Here is an idea that has' . .. I·' 
now been;:"m'adE!< into a .pr9Qram, bull't ~n the id~als of hard 

.work,dil:s·~.i:p:J..i·ne, sacrifice, and"'c9mmunity service. It 

is about. ..,·rewaz:odinq· pe'~ple£orbeinq .good. citizens. 

Th'e.me,n' '.·and' W9men 'participatirtg' in Americ.~rps 

and other"s.er,vd:c.e pro.grams are doing so because they 

I . 
LAURA P." ,BR·EW·ERREALTIME REPORTING (41S) 949-1900 
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really wantto'he]p ~eopie in need. They wan~ to serve; 

And. all they '!Jet In return is mo'dest assist'ance with 

co11eq~ tuition. 

But no~'we are telli~~ these young men and 

women that their mission bf service, he1pinq others, and 

'carinq about the ~arqerCOmmunity'reallY isn't valued 

much in our soCi~Jy. We ar,e, '~n ' effect, tellinqthem, 
, . ' f ' 

that serV1ce and character doesn't matter much. 

Well, I thi~k we ought f6 stand up and say that 

education is about building ~haracter"'Service is about. 

building Cha,;act;~+ .Characterts one ~f the anc.hors of 

our society. But. iwhat we mean by "character" is not j~st 
. . . . .. 

taikinq t.he talk, but walking the walk and. building a 


civil society tha~ .ctually lives'up to its ideals. 

I . 

(Applause. ) 


HILLARY 
 RODRAM CLINTON: It is not that 

I Americans' lack character I it is that society too often . .. ' I',."has stopped rewardlong lot. Just look around and you will . 
, 

. I' , 
. 

seethe effects of 'what'dne politi6,1 scientist has 


calletd ttturbO-chaJqedCaPitalism. 'n . We have allowed '. 


consumerism and mJteria1ism to qo unchecked; 'to run 

I . 

rampant throu~h our culture, dictating our tastes and . 
. ";J I • . 

desires, our values and dreams .. 

Throuqh' our various' media; we are, f,ed a daily 

dtetor sex; violence,.perversity, social dysfunction, 

and unre'al:Lzab~e Jantasies. 'We, live too often in' 'a .... 

2~ 

I ' 
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, .. ,.. . "'. .,' 

disposable~ ~hroWlaway.'s~c~ety;wbere the yearnin9fo~ 

. profits and instant gratJ.flcation overshadows .the need 
'. I . 

for moderation and restraint and investinq for the long 


term. 


The question f6r~allof'us .is, do we define 
. I 

ourselves by our ,tYle or our substanc~l Sy ~he logo on 


our sneake~s or the generosi~y in our hearts? By th. 


celebrity we cravJ or' the, reputation' 'W,e earn? 


Eve~y oJe of us, and esp.c~ally all of you who 


are 9raduati~gt 'wJII have t~ ask yourselves those 

.' I . 

questions. Remember what it feels ,like years from 'now 


~ben you stood up 
to give a standing ovation to Cecil 


Williams when you 
ar~ faced with being' asked to help make' 

a contribution, :to' your larqer community. 'Rememb.er what 


1t felt like' ·whe'n 
you' applauded A,nnette· Beninq,' who said>' 
, .... 

"Find work you iove," when you are tempted to leave 

something' y'ou l~~J· to work for more money doing something,,' 
. .' .'I you don'teven'likeverymgch., 

We have so manyoppo~tunities in our society 

toda~ to begin to turn the corner on what it means·to be 

an American movinq toward the 21$~ century. We .were' , .... , 
. , . I' , 
rem1hded: of how, important ,those questions we must ask

I . ' ' , 
ourS~lves are by ,he t,~agedy in Oklahoma City. Yes, it 

was. horrendous 'and horri:fic ,to see the damage that was 

wl'ouqht by hatred'j, But' we also saw a ,qenerosity of 

spirit. We saw our nation~l charaoter at work. We COUld, 

I '." " 
LAURA P. BREWER REALT,IME. REPORTING (415)'949-1900 
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feel the sense of responsibilIty. that always comes out in 

time at 'need ;~oward our larqe,r, co).nmunity • 
, . '. t","'· 

,So what' we1llust do,l.S thl.nk hard about what , ' 

.. . .. ) . ., '. 

J;our education's' .have given yo'l.l' and'what the value~' are 

that you will liVl:-bY as you':"apPlY those eduCations .- . . ' 

Many' of you ,kn'ow th:at I recently re'turnedfrom 
" t', I" 

a trip to sou.th Asia with' my dauqh~er.. And I had the' ' 
" "j' , ':..' '"" 

opportunity, to'visit five countries that are'~trug91ing, \ , 'I " , , , 
to ",become full,:",fledqed democ~acie:s a·n,d free market' ' 

, "'1'· . ., 
,economies to provide ,real, oppor.·t;unity for their. people. 

, ,;1 ',' :,' '" ", ',:" ' , . " , 
There issometh;inq va,rot.; pulDblinq aboutshakiriq, ',I, ' , " 'I , '' ,:' 

'the h~"nds of'men and women' who;'ha:~epaid :t.he" ~ltimat.e • 
, "I " 

Price ford~~ocra~y, peop'le" whos,e husbands and mothers 

,a.nd sons andr~thlrs ,h~ve, been<'assassinated' because' they 
. '~j" " .' ,',' , ' " " 

,worked to br.inq' people toqether, to build ,a, stronger and 

free'r,socfe.'ty,'pebpleWho have' 'pa:'id the ~ride in t:orture, 
,,' '. . :', ' • I, .. , ' , , " ,:' , ',' , , '. ",' 

a,nd eXl.:J,.e and .l.mprisonment, and,~o, know that allover the 

world today, froln the many count'iles represented here t .. 
", 

people are, tryinq to build asoc1~~y based ,on the ,ideals 

we espouse ~,' 

Ana'so when :tcame,homEl;,', I, couldn't' help but 

w6~derj why do:~espend so m~cb~~i~a in~' bad mo~d in' 

America today?·. We have ,so, mucli':to:,>,be qratefulfor.' We , '", I,··, , ,,~, 

hava,so manybl.ssings~hathave:~ee~ given to tis in this 
I!" "-. 

, '. 

'country. " 

Each of us, in our own :way, can start, ~o make 

(4.15) :949-1900 
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clear that we value the 'things that really matter, that . ,I' 
nlake a difference in the l,ives of the people we love and 

, I 
care about and work with... Kindries's", Kinanessmatters. 

Truth. Truth· mattirs. 'patience, hard wor.X, tolerance rI . 
discipline. All of these matter. Gratitude 'matters, 

especially on a dat like toda.y. Forgiveness matters. 

'd I t h d d H df.Your e uca 10n . asopene many oors. ow an 
, I 

wh~ther'You walk through them and how ybu conduct 

YOQrselves .once yol are tnrough them is up to you," 

so va1ue your: education ana· stand up for 

education .in the public. debates now going on in our 
. I . , . 

~ountry, strive'for excellen~e in whatever you choose to
I' ,

,do, and you will tr~lY b~a millen'ial generation that 

puts the "~ivll" bldk in "civilization." 
I .' ' 

Conqratulati6ns to all 6£ yciu on your 

accomplish~ents btt~ lso for' the promise that y,ou holdI 

not only for your bwn lives, but. for our. country. 
, ,~.. 
Thank you and Go.d.speed. ' 
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(Applause. ) 
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