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(Applause.i
‘Pnes;DENT_CORRIGAN: »yagfnaﬁe becoﬁe an
eXemplar'for,e dive:se hation{ ,in}ybu;‘we see the power
of theicpmmitted;%ndividual,ptte value of wpman(s fu;l

sy

partnership in the life Qf‘aﬁr nation and the richness of

eblifefthat is joyously belancedgtetween involvement with

one’s family and friends -and immersion-in the greater

society.

Hillaryj Rodham Cllntcn, you exemplify the“very

,highest values wel could hope to instill in these, our

students; Or'to live: by ours91Ves.‘ And it is a Joy end al
pr1v11ege to: award you this degree. o

And by the authority invested in me by the

Board of Trustees and on behalf of the Callfornla State

UnlverSLty, I hereby confer upon you,.Hlllary Rodham‘”‘

Cllnton, San Francisco. State Unlver51ty/e.highe5t hondr}}

'the degree of Doctor of Laws, w1th all of the rights,

honors, and oppertunltles which it imparts.

‘Trustee Falgatter and Trustee Campbell having

»already anested you thh the hood we'w11l give you the

degree.
(Applause ) ‘
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON' Thank you vety much.
(Applause )» | » |

| HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON.b I haVe been, I

suppdse, tq»manY‘commencements.f But I ddn’t»think'Ijhave
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HILLARY RODHAM'CLINTON:' You know, I have been’

asked several times, Why am I here making a comméncemént
address at San Francisco State University. .Well, I think

it’s”already'been proven and attested to Sy earlier

speakers that this is a great pubiié university. And it
is'also a university that represgnts-the‘full diversity
and possibility of America. It is a university --
| A(Applauge,)'

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: ---that takes the
education of éll people seriously: womeh, minorities,

|

immigrants, refugees. Everyone who is willing to work
hard and accept 7esponsibility-is welcome here. And

that’s the kind of university I wanted to come to to say, |

‘uThank-you for,dﬂing whét'yqu do to build_students and

America." _
(Applause.) )
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: You know, there are sol
manf subjects that are discussed in épmmencement
addresses. And usuaily bf:about'this tima,’all,qf the
éﬁaduates are iookihgiat thgif watches and thinking, "How|'
muchflbnger'will‘thié gb on?" And eNeryléerSOn in the
ﬁositidn<of any ofﬂus'heré'oﬁ thevpodium’is desperately - |
trying:to.Say‘sdmetﬁing that might possibly beé memorable,:

mostly'failing, oécasionally succeeding. But usually the

idea behind commencement addresses is to try to give

advide:toigraduates abdut‘their:impehding‘joufney into
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From Annette Benin

- yourself,.

‘uhiveréity and mak

Many of ydd‘in thi

‘think that probabl

='you“have«hrought ¥

‘critical for not

~ people and oider

the adult world.'

. ¥ou‘va a

Invest yourself in it.

From Cecil Willians,

lready fe;éived;sdﬁefﬁfeat advice.
g,\fou’ve'heard: "Find work you love.
‘Briﬁé your passions to it.

you’ve seen in action what

faith in somethingAhesides yddrself and’the material‘f'

world can bring' 3

Ycu've h

averadge graduating
have already paid
(Applaus

HILLARY

ycur family, your communlty,

worked full time or part tlme,

taken on all kinds of additional responSLbllltles.'

is lived out in your own lives:

What 1_1

talking about is

- Our soci

partlcular have hi

only yourselves,

oy and commltment and service to

and humanlty.
eard already what dlstlnguishes this
es it 80 spec1al and 50 lmpcrtant.Ai

s graduatlng class are older than the :

student around. the ccuntry today. ' You
your dues,
e.)' |
RODHAM CLINTON-‘ Many Df ynu hava
have ralsed famxlles, Have|
'Andji

Y the.mottq of this university féally
'Experience teaches. 'And
our?expéfienCe to this cémpus; |

ould 1ikg to spend just a few .minutes

WwHy what YQu have experienced here is

but for those ycung

ones whu will cone after.

ety, ‘our country,_and thisttaté in‘

storlcally belleved that educatlon was

17
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flf a collectlve respons;blllty, thaﬁ it needéd'td‘be
~j2 prov:ded because we understaod that educatlon could make
,3' \such an important differenge in the lives of all of,us.
s | and Yet}‘today, we know that education is underAattack,,
' 5 | We know that there are those‘amqng‘ﬁs whc;wouid,‘in.
,r6":effe¢t- pull up the ladders éf opportﬁnity aftef'théy;
7 | have already climbed to the helghts.'_ o |
”a "We have to take a strong stand on behalf of the
é iﬁportance ofveducaticn and universities like this. And
10 | "all of you vhoAare»graduatihg todaykéhd all of yoﬁr,"
,11‘ .faﬁiiy menbers and friends who have sacrxflced to bring
iz‘, yoﬁ:to thiénpoint ‘I hope each of you will raise. your
Jla ycicés on behalf of educatlcn in Amerlca.
‘;4¥ | Educétlan is not only lmportant for: acqulring ,
.15  “fa¢t£'or kﬁawiedge,‘it's nct only important fur acquiring
i6 skills to prepare Qneself for makxng a llVlnq, 1t is also
e-;7 ‘nabout learnlng how' ta meet the challenges of ane's tlme,
o8 hcw to solve prctlems and adapt to new c1rcumstances. It
kk;Q) is also about building a broader understandlnq of our
‘&;Zzo): world.; And that means bulldlng«one s capacxty.for
21 tclerance and compasslcn and responslble behavxcr.
22 | it,ié also about deflnlng one’ s place in. the
23 Qorid and éteatirg one s personal ldentlty agalnst the
24 ‘backdrcp of how others have lived. throughout hlstory- |
25 and education is not and no lonqer ¢an be, lf
. 26 |

There are all kinds
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:thouSanés'af pre
jthousands af ele

,they need to imp

-Americans by shr

'of pé9ple in our

;éarn.l They ran
fﬁat’s ﬁhyiit is
range of educati
beqinning inAchi

yet‘ a

fthere is a movem

natlon's capmtal

education and ed

'by”a rather unus
'fundlng is being
’cuttlng back on

_mlraculous way t

than we now enjo
Nothln

(Appla

1; HILLAR

the retreat on e

oppartunity~of p

deny summer jobs

peopie; &e;deny

and ra is J.ng J.nte

STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT - 5/27/95

society who need to learn and want to
ge from thelvery‘younq to thé very old.

50 important that we preserve a. broad

anal opportunitles for all Amerlcans, 
}dhcod and carryzng on throuthut life.

s hasg already been eluded to, yau know .

ent afcot in state capltols and the
to retreat on the lmportanca of 3
a retreat that

ucatzon fundlng, is marked.

ual_argqmen;: That slashlng educatlon

‘done forvthé gcod .of our chlldren, that

educatlon wzll enable us 1n some

(] provxde more and better opportunltles

Y.

é could ‘be further from the truth.
use.)

Y RODHAM CLINTON" If we == At we sound

ducation in our sqciety} we - deny the

re-schcdlﬁahd-ﬁéad:Start to,hundréds of
-school children; we deny tens of |
mantary school students the resources
rove thelr.readlng and math skills; we
and learning cppcrtunities to yéupg

the cpportunity~of cqllege‘to‘milli§ns;ofj
inking 1§ans,.makin§:thém leés'fléxibie,

rast'Paymants; and we deny training that

19 .

- LAURA P. BREWER

REALTIME REPORTING (415) 949-1900



http:America.ns
http:slashl.ngeduca.tl.on

MQY%SB*lSSS

P

10

11
12
13
- 14
»

16

17

18 

18

20

21
22

23

24
25.
26

14:01 ' SFSU—CDMMXPUBLIC QFFRIRS Lo 4153381498 P.16 .
SAN -FRANCI'SCO STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT - 5/27/95

jpart of: 1t.~

future.’

ever been to one with more enthusiasm or excitement or

energy’ than: this-one. And thank'jou‘for latting me be

(applause )

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: President Corrigan and|

AadminiStrators ahd'faéulty, alumni and trustees, all of

ycu who suppart and work in this great un;verszty,rthank

’you far thls hcnorary degree.v But thank ycu most of all

to theihonored members of the class of 1995 for'iﬁvitinq

' me to-be part of this celebration.

I also want»tQTthank and-Canraiulate.all 6f
the parants~and'fal&tivéé an@ friends whb'a?e~gathgtéd
here. today, Qhésemsuppozt,and_e§¢outagemén£ are reflected|
in-thosewpﬁrﬁiewandAqold'degfees’thﬁt'wili be awérded tc
all of. you. , | - : |

(Aﬁp&éuse.) ‘

\ﬁIEEaRX,RODHﬁﬂpCLIN$ON;“The;inve5tment that
yoﬁ.have'madé in thése %tﬁdghtéf}gdhcgtion’ié'onéﬂﬁf the

scunaést and‘méstgimportant,investments you could .aver

‘make:: It is.alsc ane'of.thejsmattestwinvéstmenté any

socrety ‘can make.» And I“hb?é'ﬁhat bdth;fahilies-and

soczetles Wlll contlnue to understand that educatlcn is

the ‘most important prlorlty to bulld strong and good

Citlzens and strong and gccd socxet;es now and lnto the

(Applause.)
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1 has enabledsmiitiohs oféyoung.peqple‘to~qhanga careers

.2 aﬁd acquireunewmjgbrékills to aarﬁfa decentxliving.

.3 I don’t think denial‘is a'éobd idea in an
4 'individua&'é»life or in the life- cf a saciety. I think

'Sf one has to meet the challenges of one’s time head on.

6 And to p:etenduthat‘we;can meet thosavchallengesAWLthout
7 investingniwAquruycuhg¢people, withOut.investing in,

8 education,risfﬁheﬂultiwateyin &enial;and'cén only bring
9 ;>pr§blems?togall,of.us,if#we;pérsigt in believing it.

10 (Applause. ) o | |

11 HILLAR¥WRODHAM CLINTON: It is‘particularly

iz irOnic~thatithosé who*profesé'tQFQOrry/abouﬁ.the'loss?of

13" c1v111ty and. character 1n our soc1ety are on a crusade to
14 | obliterate. natlonal serv1ce and the educatlon program

15’ known,aSuAmericorps. B
.16 You?khow,about community sér?icé ‘here at San
17 FraﬁciscoaSﬁaté;f Ycuksuppcrt more ‘than 1ca programsv

18 ‘usingvcomhﬁnity‘and student resources to confront issues

19 ‘ranglng frcm*hcmelessness to ~youth v1olence to taen'

20 pregnancy . tor heath problems to the env1ronment. You are
21.| also a. partner wlth Amerlcorps. Here is. ‘an ldea that has|
22 now been: made 1nto a progran, bullt on the ideals of hard
23 ,work dasc1p11ne, sacrifice, andécpmmgnity service. It

24 is aboutwrewardingApepplg fq? being good citiZens,\

25 | -fhezmenwand'Wbmgn‘participating ih Americorps

26 and other"sar&ibe:progfams are.ddinq so because they

SFYSU—CDMF”I/ PUBLIC, AFFRIRS
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'collégg tuition.
‘caring about the 1

much in our societ

~building character

.des;res,

really'want tp‘ﬁel

And ali they get i

But now

P people in need. They want to serve.

n return is modest assistance with

'wea are tellinq'theSé‘ydungrmén'and

women that their mission of service, helping others, and

Well, I

educatlon is about bulldlng character.‘

our society. But

talking the talk,

eivil society thag actually lives’

(Applaué

HILLARY

arger community really isn’t valued

y. We afe,fin'éffect;‘ﬁeilingvthém..

. that serVice'and character doesn't‘matter“muéh.

think we ouqht to stand up- and say that

Serv1ce is about |
. _Character is one of the anchors of
what &e mean by “character“ is not just
bﬁt‘wélking the walk and‘bul;d;ng a o
up to.its ideéls.' m

e.) _ o |
RODHAM'CLINToﬁ: It is not that

Amerlcans lack character,

has stopped rewardlng 1t.

see the effects of
called “turbo-char

consumerism and ma

it is that SQGieﬁynﬁoo often
Juét'look around and you will
what cne polltlcal sclentlst has
qed-capltallsm." vWe have allowedf‘

terialism to go unchecked,‘to run

rampant through our culture, dictating our tastes and

Through
diet‘6f sex,

and unrealizahle £

violence, .

our values and dreams."

our varlous media, we are fed a daily

perversity, social dysfunctioﬁ,'

antasies. ' We live too often in'a

21

'LAURA P. BREWER R

EALTIME REPORTING (415) 949-1900




[
. 8FSU~CDMM/PUBLIC QFFRIRS

4153381498 .

‘MAY-38-1935 14:04 P.23
SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT -~ 5/27/95.
1 V&iéposaﬁié; thféﬁéa§a}fadciety; ﬁhere'the yeérning fcf
.2 | profits and instant gratlfzcation overshadowa the need
.3 for moderation ang restralnt and investing for the long
- 4 teer' | .,( | |
5 The questian fdrkail'offus.is,vdo‘we define
6 »burseives by our style or our substance? By the logo op’
7 - our sneakers or the qenero31ty in our hearts? By the |
A.S:‘ celebrity we crave or the reputatlan we sarn? . |
"9, ‘ Every_ore of us, ;nd espegla;ly all of yéu who
10 are gréd&ating, will have ﬁq ask ybu:seives those
11 questiéns. Reﬁéﬁhérvwhaﬁ'i£ ﬁeelsLiiké.years from'nowﬂmv.
,15  ﬁhen ydu stood up to give a Standing Svaﬁién to Cecil g
Aulé Williamé wheﬂ you are faced with being‘asked tq‘help make’
14 a contrlbution tofyour 1arqer communlty Remember what
‘ ;é it felt like when you applauded Annette Bening, whu said
16< '"Find work you love " when you are tempted to leave
17 samethlnq you lave ta work ﬁor nere mcney dozng somethlngj
‘i}ia | you don’t ‘even llke very much o
‘19 | We have |so many opportunltles in our scc1ety
'éo taday to begln tQ turn,tnefcorner on what it means to be
21 van Amerlcan mov1ng tcwarﬁ~the 215; ¢éhtury. We were’
o 22 reminded of how imporﬁaht‘tﬁése‘questioﬁs we muét ask
23 ourselves are by the tragedy in OKlahoma Clty Yes,'it
24 was. horrendous and horr;flc‘to see the damage that was ‘
25 | wrauqht by hatred,u'But we also saw~a,genercsitf of
26 spi:ig; Wé saw’oﬁr naticna1 chéfactef at work. We could.

22
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1| feel the seneefef‘reépoheibiiﬁé§x£hateeiways cemeSjeuﬁ iﬁj
'2}‘.t;me'effheed@£eward our larger cammunlty.v~ ~ | |
3 , ’ #Scféﬂat we must do 15 thlnk hard about what
;4  your educatlons have glven you aed ﬁhat the . values are-
,5'_ that you wlll llve by as you apply tnose educatlons.
‘6' ' Many of you know that I recently returned from
:ﬁ' a trlp to snuth Aela with Y daughter.’ And I had the
fé kcpportunity to vielt flve countrles that are struggllng j
| 9 | towbecomejfull fledged democracxes and free market o
,1b',>e§§nemies te prQVLde real eppertunity fer thelr pecple. ff
if;;:~ | There 1s something very humhllng about shaklngf:ﬂ
:'12 ffhe ﬁehds of men and wcmen who have pald the ultlmate §
'iljh pride foredemccrauy, peeple whcee husbands and mothers
i4 sand sens and fathers have been assassinatad because they
' xisa.eworked to brlng people together te build a stronger and.
.16 freer socxety, people who have pald the érlce in torture
*17>'land EXLle and 1mprlsonment and touknow that all over the
A 18/"werld today, from the many countrlee represented nere, |
o 13 peeple are trylnq to bulld a ecc1ety based .on the 1deals
267 we espouee. | b s - ‘ ; |
'aiy ) And so when T came home, I”cdﬁldn’t"help:but'
‘5'22 ewander, why do we| spend so much teee in a bad meod 1n
23 "Amerlca today° Wa have S0 much tc be qrateful far.. We
24 have 80 many bleselngs that have been glven te us 1n thls”
25 'country." | o e /
.ig, Eachfefees}'in ouf oenfwey;eCan start;£b make
‘f‘2‘3\.1'
B Laana,pq*sgzwgglksgnexné eegoerfﬁe
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clearkthat we value the things thatfreally‘matter, that
make a difference in the 11ves of the people we love and
aare about and work with: Kindness. KlndneSS'matters.
Truth. Truth matters.-‘Patlence, hard WOrk; tolerance,.

disciﬁline; All of these matter. Gratitude matters,

'espécially,on a day like today. Forgiveness matters.

Your educatlon has ‘opened many docrs. wa and
whethar you walk through them and how ycu ccnduct '
yaurselves once you are thrcugh them is up to you.

So value ycur educatlon and stand up for .

education .in the'public.debates now going on in our

country, strive: for excellence ln whatever you ‘choose to |

.do, and you w111 truly be a mlllenxal generation that

puts the "clvil".back in "c;v;lmzatlong
Congratulatiéns to:éll,df yéutén your
accomplishﬁents;.but’élso for the préﬁisé‘that you hold
not only for-ydur own lives, bu£ for_buriéountry. |
| 'Thank you and Gstpeed. | |
(Applause.)

--000--
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