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MRS. CLINTON: ... Thank yo~ for your introduction and for your 
longtime commitment to these issues. I want to thank Julia Taft 
for the excellent job sh~ does every day, representing the causes 
and the interests that Ihteraction stands for. . 

And so'many of you, who ~re members of the Board and officers of 
this organization, as weQI as the ones that you represent, I'm 
especially grateful becaUse you have carried a message that is a 
difficult one for Americ~ns to hear at any time, but has been 
especially difficult to be heard in these days. And I do think 
you are being heard. An~ I want to not only commend you for. what 
you have done so 'far, bu!t obviously, to ask that you continue what 
you are doing. I' , 
I wanted to be part of this forum because I believe very strongly 
in the substance of YOU~II work a.nd in the necessity to build even 
a stronger constituency, here in our country, and around the 
world for the kinds of activities that each of you knows so well 
makes a difference in t~e lives of people around the world. 

As Bill said, I recentI) returned ~rom a trip to South Asia, that 
for me, has run out of superlatives. I realized after the nine 
hundredth person asked ~e what I thought, and I had said, 
"Fabulous. Wonderful. IUnbelievable. Incredible," that I 
sounded like a valley-girl. (Laughter.) 

So ~'ve tried to be morl precise in my language, and not quite so 
carried away. But thatlis exactly how I felt. It was a 
superlative experience :tor my daughter and me. ,One that we are 
still digesting, and will continue to learn from for many years 
to come. . 

One of my most enduring memories is of the men and women 
affiliated with volunteer organizations who are devoting their 
lives to helping those in their community and throughout their 
societies. And I want tb thank all of you, some of you, who are 
affiliated with some of the very groups that I have visited, not 
only during this recent trip to South Asia, but as well in 
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Indonesia and other places I've ,been privileged to visit with 
INGOs and voluntary groups. 

k /, 11 h' t ' t ' W' th'We, 1J.ve" J.n, as you now so. we a J.S orJ.c J.rne. e are on eI 

eve of a new,century, a ~ew millennium and on'the frontier of a 
new world. It is a world undergoing profound changes. 
Dictatorships and' controiled economies and ancient patriots have 
given way', allover the ~orld, to democracy, free markets, ahd 
handshakes., Yet at the Same time, as we applaud these new 
opportunities for prospe±-ity and growth, we see that cha.nge'has 
generated new challengesIand intensified old ones. 

Today we confront the challenge of shrinking resources and , 
greater global competitibn, the challenge of how to coexist 

, I ' 

peacefully in the face of ethnic, religious, bultural and, 
political, tensions. And/ most c:;f all, the' c::h~llen'ge of putting, 
people's J.nterests and needs fJ.rst, of makJ.ng sure that men and 
women, rich and poor, pebple of all races and creeds are ,included 
as full participants in bur society. ' 

The theme of your forUm ~hiS year, "Rethinking Development in 
Partnerships for a, New Century," speaks directly to both these 
new opportunities and th,'ese, challenges. And I hope that as you 
rethink how you go about the work that you have undertaken~ you 
will help to 'influence c:omparable conversations' that are taking 
place in governments, and businesses and NGOs and voluntary 
organizations allover the world. 

In those conversations Wile face many difficult questions. We are 
rethinking what we mean by "human rights" and how best to 
implement human rights. We are thinking 'about how, to create 
conditions that encourage individual initiative and a vib~ant 
civic life. 1", ' " , ' 

Certainly one of the great lessons forme that I bring back from 
my recent trip is that ~ocial development, and economic 
development go hand-in-hand. ,This is not, an either/or proposal. 
This is a both/and and ~uch more formulation. 

You cannot have sustainlble markets and trade without investing 
in people. You cannot liave a strong democracy without investing 
in people. You cannotliave a thriving global commUllity without 
investing in people. I ' 
And I was particularly eoncentrated during my trip on what many 
of you in this room hav~ discovered long ,ago, and that is that 
investing in women and girls and their education, their health 
and their economic potential, is one of the best investments any 
nation can make. , I hav~ said previously,' and I will continue to 
say it, until someone eise says it, (Laughter. ) and that is ' 
issues such as the health and education of women are often 
derided as "soft," as t±-aditional "women's issues" that are' 



3 

marginal to economic groV{th,that are in some way not really as 
important as all of the 'jbig" issues that are talked about as 
being central in the soci.al and economic challenges we face in 
the 21st century. /'" 

But I know, and you know, that in every country I've visited, and 
in every country in the ~orld, women who are struggling to ' 

,overcome poverty, and il+iteracy, and inadequate health care and 
long standing forms ,of discrimination, our epicenter of the 
vibrancy and excitement 6f the possibility of building new 
opportunities for all peq,ple. These women are not only' 
transforming their own lives but the, lives of their families and 

,communities. ,I ' " , 
Women represent more than half the world's population, yet they 
comprise a disproportionate number of the world's poor and 
illiterate. And that go~s for every country, including our own. 
yet country after country, they are denied access to education, 
health care, credit and political and legal rights. It isa set 
of issues that will not go away if we 'just 'wait' for nature to 
take its course'or economic development to trickle- down. It is 
a set of issues that hav~ to be,addressed. 

There are mor'e than huma~itarian reasons for investing in women. 
Where women remain illit~rate, we find that democratic , 
institutions are more fragile and the environment less well­
managed. We know that ihvesting in education goes hand-in-hand 
with economic opportunity. We know that that kind of investment; 
in the education'of girls and women in parts of Asia and 'south 
America have lifted whol~ regions out of poverty. 
, I ' ' 
I remember very well sitting in a village outside Lahore, 
Pakistan, at a girls schpolthat had been started in this 
village, talking to the teachers and mothers of the girls ,who 
attended there. 'I' , , ' , . . ' 
.And one woman told me ,that sh«? was the mothe,r of ten ch1ldren, 
five boys and five, girlsl. ' And she was very worried, because she 
believed j strongly, in educating he~ daughters and had sent her 
two older girls to the sbhool in the village. But when they 
finished that school the~e was no further opportunity for 
education because the ne~rest school was too far from their home 
for the family to'feel cbmfortable letting the girls go off on, 
their own. 

And this' woman said to me, "I want my girls to be as well~ 
educated as my boys, bec:auseif I were growing up now,that's 
what I would want for myI own life." And focusing on those. kirids , 
of aspirations that moth!ers and fathers have for their daughters, 
gives us all an opportudity' to think clearly about what we want 
for our ,own daughters a~d to provide as much help an~ assistance 
as we can for women around the world who feel the same way. 
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• 'Progress has been made. I saw it with, my own eyes. You see it 
every day as you serve on the frontlines making these kinds of 
advances possible., ',' I ' " " ' ' , , 

, I' was very pleased, du~ing my visit, ,to see the results of 
American assistance in S6uth Asia. I saw how investment over the

• . t • .'I •• years by the Un1ted states and fam1ly plann1ng ,serv1ces, have 

helped tq lowei the popuiation rates in Bahgladesh. 


I saw the fruits of our Aid at a health .cl,inic in Nepal which has 
helped to produce a safe rhome delivery kit, ,that ,will be given to, 
midwives and others who help deliverbabie,s., A simple' kit,' on 
the order of ORT kits, tlile kind that Jim Grant would hand out ,to 
anyone "who talked to him Ifor more than thirty seconds. , 
(Laugh~er.) " , ' " , 

A'simple kit, consisting of a plastic-sheet, a bar of s0<:iP, a 

piece of twine, 'a 'razor blade and a wax disk that can literally 

save hundreds and hundreds of lives in a country where far too 

many women die during th~ir, child--bearing years. 


I saw' how American aid hid helped support a privateorgani'zation 
in Colombo, sri Lanka, that 'offers shelter and financial and 

• ' . .. I ' ' ~educat10nal counsel1ng to abused women and helps to educate 

~iMr~. " I 

I saw how American aid had supported'the top management 
university in Pakistan, ~n its building al)d in its efforts to 
educate both men and wom~n to assume positions of management and 
responsibility in Doth the public and private sectors. 

Orie 'of the most impressi~e plades I visited, was the 

International Diarrheal pisease,Control Center in Bangladesh. 

Not only ,has the Center been iristrun;tental in family'planning 

efforts and treatment an~ control of diseases like ,cholera, it 

has pioneered the use ofl oral rehydration therapy in treating' 

often ,fatal cases of dia~rhea.' ',' , 


- I was surprised to see uipon my visit,; a doctor from Louis'iana who 
was there doing a rotatilon because he'had'determined that in our 
country where we have 30:0,000 children admitted to the hbspital, 
for diarrhea 'that there ,may be a more cost~effective and ' ' ' 
efficient way of treatirlg these children, -than the Iiteially, 
half of billion dollars iwe now spend on .irtravenous fluids ,and 
hospital stays. So he Had traveled from Louisiana to Dakar to 
learn how to do that. , ' I " 
All of these good inves~mentsnot only he~p the nation~and ' 

people receiving the aid, .but our country as well. 


I' know you have already 'Iheardfrom Brian Atwood and Tony Lake, 
and you kn~w, better than I can express, that we are at a··e 
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watershed moment in the united states as we re-assess the needs 
for assistance abroad and our willingness to respond to those 
needs. I"" 

The President is committEj!d to addressin"g those needs through bi­
lateral and multi-lateral assistance programs. He is also 
committed to aresponsibie reduction of the federal deficit. "It 
was his budget that began the downward slope of the federal 
deficit. It was his budget that has given us three years of a 
declining deficit, which'has not happened since Harry Truman was 
President. 

But it is this President who knows that commitment to reducing 
the deficit should not and does not need to mean deep cuts in 
government programs thatfwill cripple our ability to help our 
friends and allies around the world or to address the needs of 
those that who least advantaged here at home. Deep cuts in 
foreign aid will not solVe the deficit proble~. (Applause.) 

Foreign aid onlyaccounti for about one percent, as the button 
says, of the total feder~l budget. In fact, we spend "less on 
foreign assistance than ~ny of the other twenty industrialized 
nations.' I

, I 
Now you know well that that is not ,"the impression conveyed to the 
American people, who believe that the combined expenditures of 
foreign aid and welfare Fun anywhere between thirty and fifty 
percent, depending upon the particular survey results that you 
read. Much of the chall~mge we face is, one of getting accurate 
information out to peoplb. Letting them know what the facts are 
and demonstrating the subcesses that have come because "of our 
commitment to assisting people around the world. 

At a time of economic ankiety here ~t home, I know, that many 
Americans wonder why we Ishould invest in people living in far off 
places. It is in our na~ional interest to maintain our support 
for th,e governments abroad. (Applause.) 

It is not only a reflectlion of the" moral values we espouse, it is 
a practical way to help :prevent the spread of crises like those 
we have seen, much to our distress and horror, in Rwanda, Somalia 
and elsewhere that are E10 costly in human ,lives. ' 

If we support education land literacy and health care around the 
world, we expand the ma:tjkets available to Americans. , Now some of 
the development world think that that is a crass argument to 
make. They would preferi that the discussion stay on the much 
loftier and moral plane of human rights and humanitarian 
objectives. 
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That is a very important' part of any discussion, but it is also 
very important to tell those who ar'e paying the bill for foreign 
assistance what they are getting in return for that. 

And I urge all of you to be willing to makca practical arguments 
using your own experiences in discussing the·, need to continue our 
commitment to development assistance with Americans at every 
opportunity you can. T Jrge everyone of you to book.yourself 
for every civic club spe~ches you can manage to make in the next 
t.nree months. And in doing so, bring forth theinforination, make 
the world and humanitaricin case but make the practical economic 
case. . '" I ' , '. " 

• • < .":. • •• ' ••It 1S not wrong to say that stable democrac1esw1th better 
educated people 'create m6re consumers for American goods. That 
is a fact. ,And we 6ughtlto be willing to make that argument on 
behalf of development. If we strengthen families and children, 
we help build more stabl~ societies which benefit allbf us with 
respect to the challenge~ of peace that we confront •. 

During my trip, I met mel and women who remain committed to 
democracy, human rights ~nd market economies. Often at a great 
risk to themselves. Im~t women who have ,been tortured and 

"imprisoned, or who had w~tched famiiy members be assassinated for 
speaking out for the fre~doms we take for granted here at home. 

Especi<;llly now, when ourlownco';1~t:ry is undergoing some soul- " 
search1ng, we ought to be speak1ng out on ,behalf of democracy and 
freedom and we ought to be pointing out to our citizens what a 
dear price others have p<ilid all throughout the world to try to 
obtain the level of free<dom we take for granted here in this 

country. , .',., .': I, '. .,.. 
And that k1nd of IJ.nk maybe more dramat1cally than anyth1ng r1ght 
now,. will demonstrate that our investments in people abroad 
reflect. back on our valu~s here at home. They go hand-in-hand. 
We support people and in~titutionsand systems of governments and 
ideals that men and womeh are dying for around the world. 

At' a time when we are Seling democracy sp~ead, and markets open" ' 
we should not. permit our/success to be turned back. We need to 
build on the aChievement;; of the past and give all of us to go 
even further. If we do. that, then we are not only maintaining a 
commitment to development assistance, we'are maintaining a ' 
co~mitment to the idealsland what is best about this country. 

Weare helping,.slowly by slowly, step by step, creating a new 
vision 'for a world we hope our children will come of age. That 
vision, which is still not quite clear to many of us, as we 

, • ' I
struggle w1th the affect. of a post-Cold War world . , 
is not a vision that is hot the'province of any particular group 
or government. 



7 

Instead, it is up to all of us. It is up to every go~ernmerit to 
'do more to'invest in the basic rights and opportunities of its 
people. It is up to eve~y business and corporation to practice 
socially responsible business practices, so that they too can be 
part of building a bettet, world for themselves. 

It is up to volunteer orJanizations to search hard for their own 
past practices, to thinklabout how to be creative and effective 
in the future. It is up to each of us as individuals - all of u~ 
must work together as pa~tners to achieve social change. You. 
have been strong andwis~ partners.' ' , 

I know 'you will continue Ito speak out and give voice to the 

aspirations of the voiceless around the world. You are their 

advocates but you are alSo messengers to the rest of us about 

what are the lessons we dan learn that can' be applied here at 

home. As the global co~unity strives for: a better vision of a 
world in which all of us ha~e the opportunity to live up to our 
God-given potential. 

Thank you very much. 
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