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. Good morning. and welcome to the White Houiie. I'm delighted that you aU could be 
.' 

her~t and I'm so pleased you've\ had is chance to 1l1ect with some oftht: other membtlTS of 

the White House family .a~nd wik Rom and Mike you have two extraordinar.y t:xamples of 
" 

(. 

·Ieadcrshlp and per;evcraMe to fry to sct through the dime"lt challenges that we confront 

as we move toward the"cnd OrriS century, I'm very grateful rOT the work that all of you 

lire doina and will'uo~ IwastaH,ing with Reg Brack Os we werewaitiny in the Red Room. 

about tli. commitment. t~.t yot and your companie, have made to ;hc :.o.d COUltoil and to 

the various"campaigns that the (:ouncu hi'!> carried out" and I wa.nt to thank both Reg 

. Brack anda.;lh Wooden for I'~ding and managing the Ad Councilthis year, The 
I 

Pre$jd~"t and his Rtaft' and all of! ush"ve cnjo,yed working withF.va Kasten and her starr 

.and;geWng che word ouno the tmerican public about the various ,initiative!l lh~tyou have· 

bee,l pl:U"ntr~ with·us on, 

hcma*ed to Reg that I thuught that not only is·rhisiln extraordilUlry example or 

commitment to public service. bL ifs also a rea] worki.ng mod~1 of a public/priv.at~ 
partncrsrup.asyou bring togethJ corporations and media and advertising leader~ atons 

wiUrthe guvemmen, and ii" ont that has .Iood th c test or time, Soms back '0 many 

yeans, The public service campaigns that you havo 'addr~ssed have r~dly helped our nation ' 
. \', 

mcot':chaHenges that we can think about and know that you've made an impact OOj . e-
wh",he, it's drunli driving Or faJ't fir.. or drug abu ,. or molor vehicle d:.1ns causeJ hy 

http:public/priv.at
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http:withF.va
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other children in our lives. know thal soniethins is not right in our country with our 

children and ~Ofi1ethiDg is not right because -~ for a variety of reason,; •• we as adults have 
. . \ .. 

not responded us we: have nt!ooed to oYer the past years lu pl'uvide the kind of love and 


attention and discipline that our JhildtCn need and require t.O hccomc thcsmtof 

productiv~ useful adults and citiJns that we would V.lant for lhem. Today we know that 

. American ~hildren shoulder grcatlr burdens than ever before and don't Quite. know what 

to do with those burdens; and it Jespe\:iallY important that' the adult community·· and 

". t' b 11' \ . h " htllat s not Just paren~, ut Ur, 01 "1R-' n:cogIl1ze L at we In a sense ave to create a new 

p~~lk con.<icnsu& about what we ~ant for our childnm. what we expect from our children 
.. , .'. .. - \ . 

and how we are soinQ to make th~ commitment to the next gcntln.t.tion that many ofus in 
t . I . 

this room are here because ofa prlor generation's willingtless to commit. We don't do 

enough in our counLry to ensure lh1at every child has the opportunjty to fhlfill his or her 

God·given potential. And that is nbr only with. respect to the nhJ~t disadvanlft~c:d children 

amongst U~, but iI's really truo 1 thilnk across all kinds of houndaries. A1"1d parenLs I1re 
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struggling as are other adults in positions of authority to reassert a positive sl;nse of what 

w. can give 10 and ""pect froin oj children. By helping to iai•• lhe is~ues lhat you willI . . ' 
be addressing in thls new comOlitnienl~ I think you can help us shape tru~ new ConS0n!ius. 

. 	 I·, h ~h' d"Now 1 don't know that if we can gr back to the dQys as1 ear my lat cr s war S ringing 

in my cars, and J'm sure all OfYOll hear somebody·, words where for example he would' 

SHY, "you get in t,<.>Ubl. al·school, ~ou get in trouble al home," bullhere are way. in 

'which we can rebuild that consensL and 1 think children are desper~tc fot ~tructure. and· . 

desperate for dirc.ction, and they dln't really even know they are in ti~}me instance~. but 

those of uS wbo follov.: trchd~ aboJ child rearing, and about children'!I well being know 

• 	 lhatdespite a.U of the extraordinary advances h:chnologkall),) all of the financial 


opportunili¢s that we,have given t(i our children, children are not as well nff on a variety· . 


O!III.;.sur""'~nts loday lhan Ihey1et. t~irty yea" .go. And llh:nk tha, i, ~ VC~ sobering 


thought I\s' trivel around the world and got a chance to talk wIth people In vanous . 

. I 	 . , 

cultures. J see them struggling as w~\l with how to move fot\~'aTd tnto a n~w and dinerent 

time without lo!\ing the rootednt!~s knd the connections among people and particularly 

. bctwetn generations that permits C~ldren to be given a rich positive upbringln~. And 

clltr\.ainly as '} watch these thalltngel unrold here at home, 1 kilOW lhat that is sam~thing 
that all of us in OUT OWn liv", arc RljelnP,jng loaddre,. and ,hat I hope Ir.rough your 

efforts al1d the efforts of many orus, we can address on a more global hiJ~i,.. 
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~ • \ "tJ ,. L" btJ Want to thank you I.or devoting your resource::: In 10 upcommg years 0 eatmg a Oli 

,I ~ b" h" ' th 1 ' \:hildren and to helping all of u~ try to reconstruct t he La nc l at ties liS loge er. t s very 

<<<iting 10 be bete in (his White Holse at thi' tiln., I won't say that it's always fun, 

.because it is not It i. of\c~ "l!emilYdifficult and it is made mOT. difficult because so 
, "I . 

much or what we're attempting to do is charting new waters and it i~ trying to chart a 
,. . I ' " 

\:Qursc between two conflicting position~) b(,.~th6f which are inadequate. And 1 often 
, , I ' 

quote from what is one ofmy favorite descriptions of children ill our country today which
.' ,I ' 


was put out by the ':'Iatlonal Council of Catholic Bishops in 1991, where they talk about 

.\he f,I,. choice. and the fatse debatl thar we have heen ensase<! in in our country, Where 

those alIIong us who say that child lCaring is totally the responsibility of the family, we 

h~wc to mak t,hese people be respolSible, we have to give them the resources to go ()ut 

and basically do thi~ on their own~ Jnd then othtrs who say, nn, we have to have the 
" ' I 

80vemment in society take respon:;ibility, and they have to have programs to take care of 

all tht:se needs of children. U i~ not im either/or. ,It is a hothhmd kind of equation, And 

that i$ often difficult to prescnt in any dramatic way, because it doesn't make for good 

I, ',...\ A..I' fl' l' J.. I . h h' .po Illecu or mwla Con let. t you I.,IO~ 1PIt peop e aglUnst eac, ot cr, buL Instead try t,) 

say, yes, families havo to be mor~ rlsPolUiibtc, yes, pl1rents hl\~e to he willing to take the 

. 'h' WId b I,' d .trine to ral~e' t ~Ir c rent ut yes, f>()c1ety an .the! government has.a role in trying 10· help 

supportfarnilics. And thatis wharl. are att"mpting to try to. navigate through riJlht now, 
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And 8Q it would be very important that you help give voice to what we all know we need 

to do on behalf ofaur children. we'i- had a great debate in our eount~,in the I~ rew 

week about wun.l5, and you would not be here as part of the Ad Council ifyou did not 

think word, mattered very, very muJ Images matter vory, very much. And what we 
I 

have t<, begira to understand is that c,ldren are learning every second of their Jives about 

what we are as a people. what we believe in, whaf our values arc. .And we have tu maybe 

as t remember some Ot the things my Iparents would say to me, rccogni7.~ that every ~inBle 
minute every one ofu8 iSln e~ample fo somebody. And if we think about it in that wuy. 

then 1think all or us can recognize our responsihiliry to our cruldren and to this country to 
. I' . . . 

making it ab50lutely sure that they will have lhe same opportunlties to fulfiH their own 

trod·given potentials that each ofu~1this rO{lm has had. S~ thank yuu for what you're 

: doing..,d thank you Cnr being here tJday. 

JJ.## 
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