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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you. Thank you very much.
Thank you all so very much for making me feel so welcome here at
Brooklyn College. (Applause ) I am delighted that I had this
opportunity on this glorlous day to be part of this commencement
celebration. I want to]thank President Lattin, the
administrators and faculty, the alumnae and trustees all who
support this great college. Thank you for being committed to
educating all of our people. {Applause.)

But most of all I want to thank the honored members of the
Class of 1995 for inviting me to participate in your celebration.

~And I want to thank and| congratulate all of the parents,

relatives and friends who are gathered here today. Let’s give
all of them a big round| of applause. (Applause.)

Your support and encouragement are reflected in the degrees
that will be awarded today, and the investment you have made in
these students’ education is one of the soundest and most
important investments you can make.

It is also one of the smartest investments any society can
make, and I hope that both families and societies will continue
to understand that educ%tlon must remain our most important
priority if we want to bulld strong and good citizens and strong

and good societies now land into the future.

I have been asked several times why I am making a commencement
address here at Brooklyn COllege Well, I think it is self-
evident. And every one who is assoc1ated with the college knows
that this is a great publlc college.

It is also a college that represents the full diversity and
possibility of America. It is a college that takes the education
of all people seriously =-- men, women, minorities, immigrants,
refugees, anyone w1111ng to take respon51b111ty and work is
welcome here at Brooklyn College.
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- I was also delighted [to see that BrOOklynaCollege honors its
very strong tradition, by having with us today in the very front
rows, graduates from fifty years ago. :

And I remember a novel written more than flfty years ago,
called, "A Tree Grows. 1n Brooklyn" Perhaps some of you do as
well., Well, today we, see that it is not just trees that grow in
Brooklyn.v We see that mlnds grow in Brooklyn, ideals and dreams
grow in Brooklyn, and futures grow in Brooklyn. And that is why
I am here, because I wanted to thank all of you for deoing what,
you do to educate and bulld strong students and citizens.
Clearly what you have confronted and overcome in reaching this
day is considerable. - Many of you in this class are older than
" the average graduatlng student around.the country today. You are
already skilled in many]ways of the world and you have already
paid your dues. Many of you have’ worked full-time or ‘part-time,
" have raised families, have taken on all kinds of additional
responsibilities. And I think the motto:of this college speaks
to the reality of a worthwhlle life '-- "nothing without great
effort". Your efforts are what led you to this campus in the

'V first place. Without great effort, without great dlSClpllne and :

sacrifice you would not|be sitting here today.

_ I would like to spend a few minutes talklng about why your

' experiences here at Brooklyn College are crltlcal to not only for
yourselves but for those who will come after you. Our: society
and our nation have hlstorlcally belleved that educatlon was a
collective repsonsxblllty

Americans have always»understood that education was a gateway
to opportunity that could make an important difference in the
lives of all our peopleL I know that you can extend opportunity,
and it has to be met. haaf-way by  the acceptance of responsibility
in order for education Fo mean anythlng

: Yet today, we see the - opportunlty for educatlon under attack.

‘We know there are those| among us who would knock down the ladders
of opportunity after they, themselves, have already reached the
top rung. - Today, as we!oelebrate your. commencement we have to beé
‘committed to making sure that education does not deteriorate in
America today. We have to tke a strong stand on behalf of the
importance of learning land training, on behalf of universities
.and colleges like this one. ‘ ~ .

I know that many of you have already spoken out against.
efforts to make your educations more costly and less accessible.
I hope all of you who are qraduating today and all of your family
members and friends whd have sacrificed to bring you to this
point, will continue to raise your voices to safeguard education
and the opportunltles for the progress it represents in our
5001ety . ,




You .know, education is not only important for acqulrlng‘facts ’
or knowledge. It is not only 1mportant for acquiring skills to
' prepare oneself for maklng a llVlng. It is also about learning .
" how to meet the challenges of one’s time =- how to solve problems
-and adapt to new 01rcumstances. It is about bulldlng a broader
-understanding of our world and building one’s capacity for.
.tolerance and compa551on and respon51ble behavior.

It is about defining one s place in the world and creatlng one’s
personal identity agalnst the back-drop of how others have lived
throughout history. =

And education is not, if it ever were, a one=shot experience.
There are all kinds of people in our society today who need to
and to want to learn more. They range from the very'young to the
old. Just consider Enld Elder who graduates today in the Class
of 1995, she is eighty years young. (Applause. )} She is earning a
degree in elementary education and has already begun teachlng at

- - a day care center here in Brooklyn

There are hundreds and hundreds of storles like Enid’s that
could be told. So 1nstead of 'shrinking educational opportunltles;
we should be expandlng then, beglnnlng in childhood and carrying
on throughout life. S - :

: But traglcally, as you know, there is a movement afoot in state
- capitals and the natlon s capltal to retreat on éducation ,
funding. A retreat that is marked by a rather unusual argument,
The argument goes that “slashlng education funding is for the
- good of. our children." | That cutting back on education will
enable us in some mlraculous way, to provide more and better
opportunities than we now enjoy. Nothing could be further from
~the truth. If we sound| the retreat on education in America, we
deny the opportunity of| pre-school and Head Start to hundreds of
_‘thousands of chlldren.' A I : ' : E :

, We deny tens of thousands of elementary school students the
‘resources they need to hmprove their reading and math skills. We
deny summer jobs and learnlng opportunities to young people. We
deny the opportunity for college to millions of ‘Americans by :
shrlnklng the availabillity of loans, making them. less flexible
and raising interest payments and tuition beyond the reach of

. many worklng families in"- ‘America. -

Here at this college, the pre31dent has told me that more than
half of the student body come” from famllles that earn an income .
'of less than $20,000 dollars a year, More than sixty percent of
the student body have some kind of financial aid. .I think we
should be extending a helplng hand, not holding out a stop sign
to the children of worklng famllles who want to better themselves
and build a better fut%re for our country. (Applause } - -




Denying opportunities of education to individual Americans
also does not help us as a|society. It is particularly ironic,
that those who profess to worry about the loss of civility and
character in our society are on a crusade to cut back federal
support for education, and|obliterate the national service
‘program known as Americorps that the President kicked off here a
year ago at this college. | You know about community service at
Brooklyn College. Not only was the President’s Public Safety and
National Service Forum held here but students from this College
are tutoring and mentoring| children in area schools, helping with
programs to reduce violence.

Throughout. this communlty Amerlcorps members are teaching peer
mediation, patrolling schools, working with police officers
through the Cadetcorps and actlng as safety escorts for older
citizens. National service is an idea that the President made
into a program. It is bullt on very old-fashioned values of hard
work, discipline, sacrifice and community service. It is about
rewarding people for being| good citizens. The men and women
participating in Americorps and other service programs are d01ng
so because they really want to help people in need. They want to
serve, and all they get .in| return is assistnce with college
tuition. But now there are some that want to tell these young
men and women, that their m1891on of service, helplng others and
caring about the larger communlty isn’t valued much in our
society. :

They are being told that education and service are not,
afterall, noble goals we should stand behind. Well, I think we
ought to stand up and say Fhat education and service do matter.
They are about building character. Character is one of the
anchors of society. .And when we. talk about character we don’t
just mean talk, we mean action. Building a civil society that
actually lives up. to its ideals. It is not that Americans lack
character, it is just that| society has too often stopped
rewarding it. -Just look around and you will see the effects of
what one political 501entlst has called, "turbo-charged
capitalism". Consumerism and materlallsm go unchecked, run
rampant through our culture dictating our tastes and de51res, our

values and dreans.

We are fed, through thel media, a daily diet of sex and
violence and 5001al dysfunctlon and unrealizable fantasies. We
live too often in a dlsposable, throw-away society, where the
yearning for profits and 1nstant gratification, overshadows the
need for moderation, and restralnt and investing for the long-
term.

So the question for us as individuals and as a society is =-
"Do we define ourselves bylstyle or by substance?" By the logo
on our sneakers or the gener051ty in our hearts? By the
.celebrity we crave or the reputatlon we earn? Every one of us,
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espec1ally those graduatlng w111 have to ask yourselves these

« questions. Years from now, ‘as you- are faced with decisions about
- whether or how to make contrlbutlons to the: larger community, I
- hope you will think about|a young woman who is with us today, a

graduate of Brooklyn College, Llsette Nieves, a .Rhodes Scholar

~from Brooklyn College and | a member now of the Corporation for

National Service in Washlngton. I hope you will think of all of-

" the dlstlngulshed graduates of this College ‘and bulld on their-

experience to serve communltles.

As you go forward from| this- college, remember that the path
open to you now, is the one you that choose to make. As Gloria
Naylor, another dlstlngulshed graduate of this college, whose
novels have so enriched the American literary landscape, told an
interviewer a few years ago, "My: father instilled in us the sense
that you make your own path and let no one tell you that you
can’t." You now have the| opportunities to make that path. Our
society now has opportunlples to chart a new path into the
twenty-first century. Our choices and dec151ons do matter, and
so does. our sense of ourselves. - : .

s

We were recently remlnded by the tragedy 1n Oklahoma Clty of

- the horrendous and horrific damage that hatred ¢an cause. But we

also saw a gener051ty of |spirit. We did see our national
character at work.” We could feel the same sense of"
responsibility that alwaxs comes in time of rieed -- when the

“artificial barriers of race, and ethnicity and religion and

region are knocked over ﬂn a comnmon pursult to help one another,
and to rebulld for each other. : r

Many of you know that |T- recently returned from a trlp to South

‘Asia with my daughter. I had the opportunlty to visit ‘countries

that are struggling to become full-fledged, free market economiés
to provide real opportunlty for their own people. There is
something very humbllng about shaklng the hands of men and women

" who have paid the ultlmate price for. democracy . People whose

husbands, and mothers, ‘and sons and fathers have ‘been

assassinated because they worked to bring people together, to
build a stronger and freer society. People who have paid the
price in torture, exile and imprisonment.' It’'was humbling to

“know that all over the world today, from the many countries Whose
'graduates are represented here as flrst-generatlon Anmericans,

people are trying to build societies based on the ideas we
Americans espouse. : . : K

When I came home from South As1a, I couldn’t ‘help but wonder,
"Why do we spend so much,time in a bad mood in America today?"
We have so much to be grateful for. We have so many bles51ngs in
this country. -We have so many opportunities to build a stronger,
juster, more educated society. Each of us, in our own way can
make clear that we value| the thlngs that really matter, that make
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a difference im the lives @ﬁ«fﬁéipeOpie‘we love and care about

and work with..

Education matters:.. K&ﬂdness matters. Truth matters. _
Patience, hard work, ﬁ@Leramae, discipline -- all of these

matter. Forgiveness matﬂéxsvand gratitude matters, espe01a11y on

a day like today.

So now take thrs*edu@aﬁwcn that has opened ‘these doors and
decide how you will- walk’through them, how you w1ll ¢onhduct
yourselves once-you are*ﬁhrough them. Value your oéwn educatlon »
but please stand up: Ln\these public debates on behalf of
education. - Strive: for’ ex@ellence and work for the opportunlty ’
for others to dOJthe-Same You: do have the charice to be part of
a generatlon that. puﬁsithe @ivil back in 01v1llzat10n.

Congratulations: to awI of: you not only onlyour

?accompllshmentsﬂ but.éms5>ﬂhe promise you hold for your own lives

and also for our‘cbuntny Congratulatlons and Godspeed.
(Applause. ) } .
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