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MRS. CLINTON: I warlt to thank Ambassador and Mrs. Ray for 

inviting me to join you hbre this evening. Both of you have been 
wonderful friends to ourl family and to all Americans. We are 
grateful for the Ambassador's service in Washington, and for his 
and Mrs. Ray's perpetual *indness and generosity. I thought for a 
minute he was going to disclose what is really confidential and 
that is that he and Mrs. Ray and I have talked often about starting 
a 'law firm together. And ~e thought in India it would be Ray and 
Clinton and of course vicel versa here in the united states. But we 
three have admitted we have some other obligat'ions to fulfill first 
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of all. I am also grateful to the. entire staff of the Indian 
Embassy for all of the work that has gone into this commemoration. 
And we all owe special debf of gratitude to Srimati Kamala director 
of the Gandhi Center andlof the evening's performance, who has 
devoted so much energy and wisdom to bringing the teachings of 
Gandhi to this country.I ~m also grateful that there are so many 
Ambassadors from other couhtries here this evening and I know that 
our Ambassador to India, A.Irtbassador and Mrs. Wisner, are here with 
us as well. There are al~o many members of Congress who have a 
special affection for IntUa and interest in the relationship
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between our countrl.es and that all the rest of us, who have 
gathered together for this commemoration. 

, ' My daughter and I willi never forget the warmth and hospitality 
extended to us by the Indian people during our recent visit to the 
sUbcontinent. It was an exfraordinary and memorable experience for 
both of us. The images of first seeing New Delhi and looking from 
my hotel room at the colorS and smelling the flowers. Of going to 
the Rajiv Gandhi Center, ~eeting Sonia Gandhi and so many others 
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who are devoted to the worle that Gandhl. started. The Vl.Sl.t to the 
crafts museum, having a small exposure to the extraordinary range 
of crafts and artisans thht were there gathered. Of course the 
visit to the Taj Mahal and Iso many other experiences that run like 
a video through my brain. , I ' 

Ambassador Ray reminded me recently that Ralph Wald'o Emerson 

• 
once said of India that ~t is "practically a profession to be 
studied as long and methodically as law and medicine." Mark Twain 
called India "the most Iextraordinary , country' on earth." 
understand both remarks much better now that I have been to India. 

I 

I 

http:countrl.es


I 
As much as I learned, I re1alized that I will never fully appreciate 
the vastness of culture o~ of India's influence on our world unless 
I am able to spend much mbre time there. And both my daughter and 
I hope we will have the dpportunity to go back in the future and 
that we will be able to b~ing my husband as well. 

I would like to say,1 at the outset, that the President, and 
his Administration, and all Americans are very proud of the close 
ties that our nations enjby. . 

The strength and endJrance of ,that relationship is founded on 
our shared ideals and aspirations as pluralistic, fre~ societies. 
But it also has roots in IGandhi -- Gandhi, who captured American 
hearts through his dedication to non-violence and democracy.I . 

In turn, the Americah press and political leaders were !very 
supportive of Gandhi's leadership of the Independence movement in 
India. As you may know, Gahdhi and President Roosevelt had a brief 
correspondence in 1942, ~hich began with a letter from Gandhi 
expressing support for th~ Allies. Roosevelt's.letter in reply did 
not reach Gandhi until thr~e years later, when he was released from 
prison. But that letter frbm President Roosevelt said: "Our common 
interest in democracy and ;ighteousnesswill enable your countrymen 
arid .mine to make a common Icause against a common enemy." 

So I think it is fair to say that the friendship between India 
and ·the united states has roots fa,r deeper than trade, econom.ics, 
and ··geopolitics. It is rooted in a common humanity and a common 
vision of the kind of world we want ours to be. 

We are here tonight Ito c~lebrate the 125th anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi's birth. And in thinking about Gandhi, and what he 
means to us, on the eve ofl a new century, I am drawn back to the 
visit my daughter and I made to his ashram. It was one of the 
highlights of our trip. I . 

. Of course, I had some (idea beforehand of G.andhi's life and his 
contributions. But ~eeing the places where he and his wife lived, 
seeing the sheer simplicit~1 of his existence, was profoundly moving 
to me. . 

i 

I remember walking inio his room, which was bare except for a 
mattress on the floor, a pair of slippers, a small writing table, 
eyeglasses, and a spinning wheel. It was the picture of a life 
pared down to the bare bones of survival. 

. And then I remember g6ing to the museum library adjacent to 
this bare, spartan room, and seeing thousands of his books and 
volumes of correspondence. I This utterly simple material life had 
allowed for one of the richiest spiritual and intellectual lives we 
have ever known. 

I
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So I came away from that visit with an even deeper sense of 

his life being about givingl, not acquiring. About "conquering hate 
I 
I 
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by love, untruth by truthl, and' violence by suffering.",'. 
That same day, a few hours later, I visited the 'Self-Employed 

Women's Association. Its founder, Ela Bhatt, was a disciple of 
Gandhi's, a woman whose own life and work was deeply influenced by 
his teachings. When I gbt there, there were hundreds of women 
crowded under a tent beh~nd the bank building. The bank building 
was a small structure in ~hich women would come, sometimes walking 
for twelve hours, to borrbw a few dollars to be able to buy a milk 

I cow, to be able to buy a new cart to be a vegetable vendor. These 
women, some of whom had walked for hours to meet me, told me about 
their lives. They talked about how their lives had been transformed 
because they had gained a small degree of financial independence 
through SEWA, and a large Idegree of self-respect and dignity from 
their solidarity with others. In each of their faces I could see 
hope; and in .each of theif faces I' could see Gandhi's legacy. 

That day offered an extraordinary sequence of events -- events 
that represented not onlyl the universality of Gandhi's teachings 
and beliefs, but also their timelessness and permanence. 

In the months since ihat visit, I ~ave had many occasions to 
think about Gandhi, and about how we all need today, as diverse 
nations and peoples, to ceilebrate our oneness more. How we need to 
heed the theme of this evlaning, "the peace of absolute oneness." 
How we need desperately tolbridge historical, religious, cultural, 
ethnic, and racial divides -- much as India has done as it has 
become a pluralistic demo~racy -- we need to find common ground as 
members of the human family. 

. '. I. . .
clearly, these are compl~cated t~mes -- t~mes when we see 

ancient hatreds dissolviAg and new hatreds arising; when· the 
Information Age holds g~eat potential for communications and 
understanding among peopl~, but also requires that those people 
have new and more advanced skills; when an explosion of material 
expectations is fueling Idesires and often leading people to 
unrealizable fantasies and even alienation in their lives.

: I 
When we seek to I understand this changing, complex, 

unpredictable and exciting world we live in, often it seems that 
there are too few places tb turn for inspiration and hope. 

. . But there are places, iand there are people we can turn to and 
one of those people is Gandhi, and that is why we are all here 
tonight. His call was td elicit in people their courage and 
commitment to higher ideals; to call forth the heroism of those who 
did not think of thems~lves as heroes. To teach us that 
responsibilities are as important as rights. 

The more I learn aboJt Gandhi, the more I am struck by the 
universality o,f his messag~. He ,read from· the Bible and the Koran 
with the same reverence aslhe read from the Bhagavad Gita and many 
other sacred Hindu writings. He ·often said that his heart leaped at 
reading about the· life of\JeSUS and that he aspired to live the 
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Sermon on the Mount. He read Henry .Davld Thoreau, whose essay on 
civil disobedience inspi~ed his strategy of non-violent change. 

. And in turn, Gandhi !influenced many of his contemporaries as 
well as those who followed him. Martin Luther King Jr. said that 
"Gandhi was probably the ~irst person in history to lift the love 
ethic of Jesus above mere interaction between individuals to a 
powerf':!l and effective soicial force on a large scale." 

Dr. King, often citing Gandhi, led a historic season of 
non-violent action in thi1s country ~ 

So we see this his:t~rical·and spiritual conti~uum, embodied 
in the lives of rare and extraordinary people, whose teachings 
guide us year after year land decade after decade, and on through 
the centuries as we contihue to strive for a better understanding 
of ·what it means to bea human being to live and work together, to 
help one another realize bur own humanity.

I· 
. NOw, there are still some who wonder what Gandhi means for 

Americans, or Indians, or \anyone else, in an age of that one social 
scientist has called "tu:r;bo-charged capitalism." An age when too 
often we define ourselves more by style than by substance; by the 

.logo on our sneakers more than the generosity in our hearts. 

Gandhi gave us priJciples for behaving and living that not 
only enable us to improtre ourselves, but also to' improve our 
societies. We all have thbse images of Gandhi -- whether from old 
newsreels, books, photogr~phs, movies or from his own writings. 

I 
Images of him walking with thousands of his compatriots 

through village after village -- 200 miles to the sea to make salt 
in defiance of the salt laws. images of him organizing his 
compatriots to clean the Ihtrines and perform other lowly chores in 
solidarity with the untotichables, whom he always referred to as 
harijans, children of Go~. And of course, images of him at his 
spinning wheel. I 

I . I recently came across something Gandhi wrote that I think is 
gaining in popularity, and it is easy to understand why. It says 
that "Violence Springs frdm Seven Root Causes, or 'Blunders'." And 
he listed the seven blund~rs as follows:I . 

. . I. * Wealth without work
* Pleasure without cbnscience
* Knowledge without dharacter

* Commerce without mo~ality
* Science without hurilanity
* Worship without sadrifice
* Politics without p~inci~les 

If we look at our lown society today· -- whether· we are 
American, Indian, or from any other country ...;- we see firsthand how 
right he was. We see ours11ves comm~tting the same blunders over, 
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• and over again . 

Somehow in this year of commemoration, if- we, as a global 
family, could once again\ commit ourselves to Gandhi's belief in 
"the oneness of all that lives" we could perhaps begin to 

. I'
acknowledge our own bl~nders and work to prevent them from 
occurring again. We need to remember that his message. is that 
diversity cannot flourish! in a society without an underlying spirit 
of unity. And, as we learn more from the extraordinary research. 
that is being done in geti,etics, we will learn in' the twenty-first 
century that we are all t·ruly one. Descended from the same, being 
part of the same" and'that the differences that divide us are minor 
indeed. I 

I hope all of you willI have a chance before leaving tonight to 
see the, statue, of Gandhil ~hat was brought here, fr?m :the Gand~i 
Center 1n Wash1ngton. It 1S a bronze of Gandh1 S1tt1ng at h1S 
spinning wheel, a spindle \ in one hand. And as you look at it think 
about what he said: "Thel message of. the spinning wheel is much 
wider than its circumference. Its message is one of simplicity, 
service of mankind, Iivin1g so as not to hurt others, creating an 
indissoluble bond between ithe rich and the poor, capital and labor, 
the prince and the peasant." . 

. . I, , 
, How much better our world would be 1f we were all led by the 

spirit of Gandhi, and we ~ere all dedicated to the high ideals he 
aspired to. I 

Thank you very much. I 
I ### 
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