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WOMEN - AUGUST 8, 1995 

It's great to have yo~. here, in the beautiful Indian Treaty 
Room. I apologize; I.'d hoped to have you allover in the house, 
but it is public tour timel, and there is no way we could fit this 
large a group without disrupting the tours. And so I'm very 
sorry. If any of you havel not had a tour of the White House, let 
me know and we will fix that forthwith. 

This is an extraordinlry group of people. I hope you all 
know that about yourselvesl and about each othelr. And it is so 
exciting for me to stand h~re and look out at all of you and know 
what extraordinary leadership you are going to bring to this 
effort. . . \ . . . 

I believe strongly that this Fourth World Conference on 
Women holds great promise. I And I believe that that promise can 
be at le~st partially fulfilled because of united states 
leadership. Many of you a~e here because of your various 

• • '. . • I " •capac1t1es 1n the pr1vate s~ctor or the not-~olr~prof1t world. 
You have stood for the proposition that we, all have a say in how 
women and girls are treated and how they are able to lead. their , 
lives throughout the worldl We have to, in this country, 
recognize that many of thejI ] issues that will be discussed at 
the conference are ones th<;it also have continuing relevance for 
our women and girls as well. We are not going :to make .a 
distinction between "thosejwomen" and "our women" I hope,' but 
instead try to bring together all women's interests and issues so 

• • I .that the1r common exper1ences and needs can be understood and 
pursued. I ' 

There are issues about:: how to provide educational 
opportunity, how do we ensure access to the full range of. health 
services that women need, how do we provide inc,entives and 
income-generating activitiJs for women and how do we ensure 
women's full political participation in their sQ.cieties? All of 
those are issues for us, a~ well as people in ,other parts of the 
world. \ 

, We also have a great stake in promoting a human rights ' 
agenda that does not margirtalize women's rights. I have said, 
over and over again, that ~omen's rights are human rights. They 
are not distinguishable and we should stop treating them as if 
they were. I 

So with respec't to thJ issues that we believe are most 
relevant to what will happ~n in the next ten" twenty, thi,rty 
years on behalf of women, ~e come out with very strong opinions, 
based on the American expelrience, a will.j.ngness to learn and 



';"~ .. '. 

.~ " . . 

. listen from other experiences, but I hope, with a very strong 
commitment to making comm1n ground. 

Our overall message should be one that focuses' on women as 

agents of change, as activ:e and full participants in their 

societies, as people being able to meet the challenges of today 

and tomorrow. Therefore:I think it is critical for the united 

states ,to lead, and to giv'e leadership not only. at the . 

Confer~nce, but afterwardsi and into. the future. This is 

something that I feel very strongly about, it is certainly 

something that the President feels strongly about and obviously 

all of you do as well. I . 


When I had my marvelous trip to South Asia with my daughter, 
I was impressed over and orer again at the ways that women [ ] 
were taking control, step by step, over their own lives. I think 
that's contagious,if we a~e agents of that co~tagion. I think 
that if we continue to spehk out for women's rights, everywhere, 
the lessons ~h.at I saw beipg acted .out in plac~s like India and 
Bangladesh wl.II spread. And I saw that.when I went to Denver 
recently and visited a projject.which .is working to provide women. 
on welfare with an equal a:mount of opportunity and the skills to 

I pursue .them, I felt as though I had been transported back to that 
village in Bangladesh wher~ I listed to women say .that they were 
going to take power over their own lives,' tha.tthey were going to 
make a ibetter life for therttselves and their children, that they 
were going to overcome th~lobstacles that they ~onfronted. Being 
brave enough in India or Bangladesh to send a daughter to school, 
being brave enough in Pakistan to seek family planning 
assistance, being brave enbugh to stand in the long lines that 
are often necessary to obtain the services one needs for oneself 
and one's family, is all part of what we want to focus on. And I 
think we have a great opportunity to continue educating the 
American public about what I women and girls are up against around 
the world and draw some analogies with our situa.tion back here at 
home. . I'. . 

Because thisconferenge gives us the platf,orm not only to 
play the leadership role t~at I know we will play,but also to 
communicate more practical~y with women back h~re in the united 
states •. This is, after all,the seventy-fifth anniversary year 
of women having won the right to vote in America. We will be 
celebrating that about a week before the'conference begins in 
Beijing. It isa sense of\deja...vu allover again, to some 
extent, to go back and read some of the comments and speeches 
that early suffrage leader~ gave, in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth century. And it lis also a sense of disappointment, 
when we realize that many of us have not been willing to take 
advantage of even the most ifundamental right, that is the right 
to vote in our own country. So much of what I see coming out of 
this cqnferen~e and the months following it is to try to recreate 

• 
some sense of mission anddommitment in the lives of women and 
girls. Even if we are onIi able to increase the percentage of 
women who vote in the next election, even that to me is a 
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significant step in women being willing to take responsibility
for themselves. I . 

We also hope to build on the previous commitments made' at 
united Nations Conferences at Rio and Vienna, at Cairo and 
Copenhagen. Thesehave'bekn'very important. qoilferences. They 
have outlined significant fteps that societies are willing to 
take and should be pressured to take on behalf of men, women and 
children. So we will be d~:>ing all we can with respect to the ' 
previous commitments that ~he ~nited states have signed on·to; to 
affirm ·those, and to use them as a"base upon which whatever comes 
out of 'Beijing can be constructed. . .' . 

.'. 'I ' 
It is critical,. for example, th~t we focus c;:m a life cycle 

approach to health and thelwhole range of 'health concerns that 
women - including reproduc~ive health, but making it clear that 
that is p~rt of the overali life cycle of women. If little 
girls, in many parts of thk world, are "denied medical assistance, 
so that th~ydie at a disp:toportionately higher rate because if 
they make .it to infancy thky are not taken c.are of, that.is a 
serious health .issue. If,-iNomenare not. given t.he kind of 
assistance that they need -iNithboth pregnancy and the oth.er 
diseasestha1;:. may affect their reproductive cycle as well as 

.diseases that may interfer~ with their.whole [ ] that is a health 
issue. I 

So there are many peoble who 'wish to discount this 
Conference .o~ purposefullylmischaracterize it - that is nothing 
new, that happens about ten times an hour' in Washingtpn - and it 
is part of our job to make I it clear that being for women and 
girls is n~ither being qgainst men and boys, nor is it being 
against families. Those atf3 the most absurd, s,hop-worn arguments 
that the far Right always <iHgs' up and throws at us .whenever we 
start talking about women and girls. If we were to have a 
meeting about men and boys l you" would not hea,r that. So it ,is 
part ,of our responsibilitylto make very clear that this . 
Conference is" yes, about \ifomen and girls, in part to give women 
the tools they' need to be fully functioning members of their own 
families, t:heirneighborh06ds, their communities and their 
soci,ties. And I think we Ishould be very strong in stating that 
position over and over again. And I am tired of people who have 
done nothing to promote th~ rights and responsibilities of women 
and girls in this country, Ilet 'alone around the world, and try to 
act as though those of us "(ho care' about· the. future of our 
daughters and our granddaughters and ourselves are in some way 
undermining some utopian i~eal that never exist,ed. 

We also take human riJhts issues very seriously. As 
Madeline ,Albright said las:ti week: in Congr,ess - something that 
should not have needed to be said - it is precisely beca,use we do 
take human rights seriouslY, in this administration that we must· 

•
be in Beijing,.with a strorlg and active voice. ,So this i.s a very 
important effort to have, tio take part in. We're delighted not 
only that you are going to Ibe in Beijing, but also to implement, . 
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the platform for action byi r~fating the messages that come out of " 
Beijing to mil:lions,of AmerIcans. 

This 'is not a partisa~ issue. I don' t think, ,as I • ve said 
many times befo.re, that education and health. care are Republican 
or democrat, c.onservative br liberaL" It is human. It is an 
issue that everyone of ,usJ'shoul<;i. do all we canto ensure we and 
those we love ha,ve access tlo',so we should start trying to expand 

. those opportunities to all women and girls..' . , 

So I hope that as we prepare for this Conference, and as 
each of you thinks about ybur own participation and the role you 
will play, that you will a[~o consider:howto get the'message out 

• I . ,. " more effect1vely' here at home. So th1sbecomes not only a 

conference that has an imphct, but one instead that has a wide

ranging, rippling effec:;::t, t.hat has a ,life of its own and 

continues to grow and take root here in '.America and around the 

world. . 


I have told women'thatI have talked with. around the world 
that' what' I would, lovecto i;ee: come out',of Beijing, is a one ,page 
document' - . I don" t care ifI,there. is a nine hundred page document 
behind ,it. But a one·page document that in very clear language' 
states "the kind o,f ag~nda for· .change . t.hat every single woman can , 
understand, that can then pe translated into as many languages as 
we possibly could achieve to be used as an organizational·tool in 
.communities th:r;oughout thel~,world. Obviously, it would be simple, 
but they are s1mple matters that we should be focused on. 
Matters, of access to education and health care, full 
participation of women. That itself could be a revolutionary

'. " ! "" • ' statement., and arevolut10nary plan of act10n, 1f 1t were 

'achieved. Other people .cart spend their. time doing an exegesis of 

,every comma and perio<;i; th~t is for people who have no interest 

in the agenda of change, but. rather try to block it.,

'1: ' " , .... 
, What I want to see is som~thing very clearly stated, that 

every single one of us canl use, could fold up, .and could see make 
a difference in people I s lives,. It wo.uld be soni~thing like.the 
sixteen principles of the'Grameen bank,'which some of you 'know so 
well. They range from ,the Ivery practical - "we 'will' build and 
use pit.latrines" -.to the very difficult and challenging": "we 
will not let dowry enter i~to our marriage relations of. our 
children" ~ to -the ~xtraordinary idealistic ..; that we will become 
self-sufficient and make a\difference in our li.ves and our 
families~. That is what I hope will come out of Beijing 
something that is clear, un~quivocal,and'serves as a basi's for 
action~ . And I 'm delighted Ithat all ·of you will be part.' o,f . this 

. conference and part of makfng this message known thJ;'oughout the 
world. Thank you very much • 
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