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WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press secretary 

For Immediate Release June 1, 1995 

REMARKS BY , 
FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

I

AT THE GREATER DETROIT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
I

MACKINAC ISLAND, HII .. 
MRS. CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you very much; Congressman 

Dingell for your introdubtion, for your leadership and service 
and. for your friendship . 

. I'm delighted to be here with all of you, and particularly 
pleased to have this occ~sion and to share it with Mayor Archer, 
and Ed McNamara, and Beth McDermott and all who have already beel1. 
acknowledged. I ' 

• 
And I also want to say a special word thanks to Dan MUsser 

and the Grand Hotel staf!f. It is such a pleasure to ·be here 
again, and I am very grateful for the high standards that you 
(Applause.) (inaudible.) I' ..... . 

I must confess, tho~gh, that 1t 1S a 11ttle awkward that 
this occasion occurs on ihiS evening. Many of you may know that 
I grew up in the Chicago area. (Laughter.) I know. I am a rabid 
Chicago sports fan. (Lau~hter.) I mean, I just want to lay it 
all out there. (Laughte~.) And I think it a little bit of cruel 
and unusual punishment fbr any of us hockey fans to be at a 
dinner, (Laughter.) list~ning to anyone give a speech. . 
(Laughter.) I knew there'd be applause somewhere about that. So 
I hope that for those ofl you who are suffering through this ·and 
wondering what's happening on the ice, that somebody is taping it 
for you. 

I really appreciate what you are doing here with this 
conference and the tradi~1 ion that it represents. I think it is 
an exciting time for our country, and particularly for this 
region of our country ana especially for Detroit and southeastern 
Michigan.' I 

You have faced a lo~ of obstacles in the last decade. You 
have overcome many of them, and it is now time, as you well know, 
because of the subject ml:itter of this conference, to be engaged 
in a broad and importantl discussion about the size ahd scope and 
role of government about the social responsibility ahd commitment 

'of business, but more fundamentally, about what kind of country 
we are and what it means to be an American on the cusp of the 
twenty-first century. 



We all know that there are unprecedented opportunities 
unfolding throughout ?url country and around the world. We are 
all grateful for the end of the Cold War and the replacement of 
totalitarianism with democracy after democracy, in places we 
really didn't expect to ree that flower. 

We see people all oyer the globe seeking to emulate our . 
country, our democracy, our economy, and yet it is clear that 
despite the model and bekcon we are to so much of ~he rest of the 
world, that we have.manYlquest~ons here at home, abou~ w~o we 
are, where we're gOlng, what klnd of futures we're bUlldlng for 
ourselves and our childrkn .. 

We also have seen vlry vividly in the last weeks force"s at 
work here and abroad undkrmining those values, the values that w"e 
hold dear; values of civility and community, of sacrifice and 
service, of peace. We ske antipathy too often replacing empathy. 
Shouting replacing listering. . . . 

And now, as we saw to our collective horror, home-grown 
t;errorism exploding in Atnerica's heartland. I don't need to tell 
leaders of this businesslcommunity that too many Americans feel 
their lives are out of sync. American families have always been 
the anchor of our economy and the backbone of our coun,try.

• Yet as families try to cope in today's world, they are 
confronted by pressures, and burdens, and uncertainties that 
really didn't even exist in many respects a few years ago. Fro~ 
the fears that come with the necessary downsizing to be 
competitive, to the reality of stagnant wages, more and more 
Amer icans are stressed oht. . 

There is a sense thkt nothing is really permanent in our 
society anymore, not families, not neighborhoods, not jobs, not 
even our values. 'And so] instead of the working class or the . 
middle class, we have now in our country what is being referred 
to as the anxious class.1 And I'm talking about hard-working, . 
responsible men and women, who because of shifting employment 
trends'have been forced to change jobs, maybe to take on an 
additional job. Many pe9Ple who drive too far to work and get 
home too late. people who ,worry about whether they can afford to 
take care of their aging parents while sending their children to 
college. People who are struggling to keep their businesses and 
their dreams alive. 

One of the great challenges we face, today, is how to 
address the stress and anxiety that is weakening the American 
family, how to undue thelforces that erode institutions that 
strengthen and preserve families.. ' 

We have unfortunate~y engaged in what I would call a false 
debate for too long about what is afflicting our families and 
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what we need to do to try to help. That false debate has posited 
on the one hand the ideal, that all that is wrong with the 
American family is the changing economy, the global economic 
pressures, the kinds of stresses that are too frequently played 
out in the work-place, ahd that is we only could get our economic 

• • I " .house l.n order, everythl.ng f?lse would work out. On the other . 
hand, we have those who Say it is not the economy stupid, it is 
family values, and what ~e need to do is reinforce the values 
that we espouse and thatlmany of us feel we grew up with. And if 
we can just get back to ~hose values, then everything will work 
out. I do not believe it is an either/or choice. It fs . 
both/and. And if we do ~ot begin to reorganize that, we will 
continue to breed cyniciJ;m. . We will continue to see people 
giving up, and failing tb take advantage of the opportunities 
that: are offered. We do Inot have a person to wa,ste in America. , 

The best social program is a job. Tne best social policy is 
a robust economy. But one does not live by jobs and the economy 
alone. There is also a ~piritual dimension to life. Thete is a 
sense of connection to life. 

And what we should Je about the busiIiess of trying lo do iIi 
all of our individual capacities, is both to make sure people 
have the opportunity to n\ake a decent wage, to have incomes that 
will support themselves, Iand at the same time to try and . 
reinforce values that support and strengthen families. That is 
what we have tried to in [the last couple of years. It is a very 
big task. It is not a ,task that can be accomplished by any , 
particular sector of our society acting alone. It is not a 
partisan task. It is an American challenge. 

And it is important that we recognize that particularly when 
it comes to our children, children are the product of the values 
of both their families and of their society. We cannot draw a 
line between. the two and,lexI?ect to nurture our children in the. 
ways that all of us would ll.ke to see occur. . 

. . I 
If one asks, as I ha¥e for a number of years, business 

leaders across our countr:y, I don't think the answers I heard 
elsewhere are any differe:nt from what you would tell me, about 
wha,t you need to compete [in the new global economy. You need an 
educated, healthy, produc~ive, work force. 

Earlier today I gave a commencement address at Brooklyn 
College. It is one of our great public colleges. It has been a 
gateway for Americans of 6.11 backgrounds to make a living for 
themselves, to rise topokdtions of power and influence. It has 
really been the door of opportunity through which men and women 
and minorities and immigrants and refugees walked. 

And I said there andl I would say again to this audience, 
part of the way we have secured the American dream for 
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• generations of Americans, is to make sure" that' education was 
readily available to alII who were willing to except the· 
responsibility that comes with the offering of the opportunity . 

. I do find it worris~me, if one 'focuses on the both artdthat 
if you believe as I do,.-rhat now more than ever we need ~n 
educated work-force, an educated work·force that understands and 
can cooperate with the n~w concepts ·that marty of·you in this room 
are. implementing in your IbusiJies.se~. .' '" '. 

That this very point in time, when· so many American workers 
are finally understandin~ their responsibility to improve their. 
own education ~nd trainibg skills, that we are threatened with 
the possibility of rever~ing a historic commitment American have 
made to providing educational opportunity at all levels of the 
life- cycle. , I. 

I'm very concer:ri~d that any retreat, in investing in 
education, is not just g~lng to affect our educational 
institutions, but it wili have the ripple effect that will begin 
to further undermine thejppportunities available for many people 
in the new economy, and thereby' increasing the anxiety of so many 
Americans who now already. feel left out and forgotten. 

This retreat on 'invlsting in our people has to be recognized 
as the challenge that I think it is, to making sure that we 
prov.ide the grounding th~t people need in order to provide the 
best inco~es and lives f~r their own famiiies. . . 

I 
What you have done in Detroit and southeastern Michigan, by 

taking up the challenge ~f the empowerment zone, is an example of 
you recognition, that welneednew ways of dealing with training 
our people, educating ou~ people and employing our people. It's 
a very exciting opportunity that you've seized.. You would not 
have r 7ceived t~at grantlifyouhad not had the vision to 
recognlze what lt could mean. But I hope. ',(Applause.) 

But I hope as you bJgin to Implement that vision, you 
recognize how much more is at stake, not only throughout your· 
state, but throughout ou:rt country, as we attempt to provide a 
different approach to eC6nomic opportunity. . 

At the same time, wJ do have to recognize, that there is a 
values issue, that peopl~ have 'struggled with, that I have tried 
over the years, to try td bring to some marriage with the 
economy, as my husband ha:s tried repeatedly to talk'about. 

And I think it's imJortant that we r~cognize the need:f6r 
reinforcing 'the kind of ~deals and'value~:that many of us took 

• 
,'for granted in growing up. But again, in ord~r to' reinvigorate 

the qual~ty .of our life. I We have to treat, one another as valued 
human belngs, .worthy of respect. (Applause.) 
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• One of the trends that I find very troubling is the 
increasing inequality thht exists, not only between income gro¥ps 
that has been exacerbated over the last several years, but the 
attitudes that go along ~ith that income inequality. In 
Michigan, as in the restlof the country, 30 percent of our young 
people eventually complete a four-year college education. We do 
not pay enough attention~ nor give enough respect to the 70 
percent who don't. (App~ause.) We send a message to them that 
somehow that are not worthy, they are not up to the task of 
competing and winning inlthe global economy. We send a message 
to'the children of people who themselves have not had the . 
education or the opportu~ity to be as productive as they need to 
be today, that probably they too will not make it. 

We do a lot of thin~s that sends a message through our media 
particularly, that all really counts in America is how much money 
you have, how many toys you own before you die, and, that 
consumerism and materialism is really the-way we will judge 
ourselves and one another. A political scientist has called the 
climate in which we are ~truggling to create these new ways of 
thinking, "Turbo-charged capitalism." And by that, he means that 
we too often have pushed forward on the economic front with very 
little regard to what we have done to the families of people who 
work, to the dreams of people who work, to the connections among 
people that build teams ~nd communities and societies. 

So as we think throJgh, and as you go forward in this 
conference dealing with ~ll of the problems and challenges 
confronting business in Detroit and business throughout America, 
let's begin to think in ~ both/and way. Let's begin to say to 
oUrselves, "What is it t~at will build a strong company, and a 
strong economy for the long run?" "How do I make sure I always 
have a market, with consJmers able to buy my services or 
products, and not througti my policies and practices, undermine 
~he kind of ability that IpeoPle must have to be able to have 
control over their lives, to be able to make the decisions that 
are .best for them and their families and to make better livings, 
which in turn has an ecodomic impact?1I . 

Now, this is not a q!uestion that is only for business. It 
is not a question that is\ only for governm-ent. Nor one that can 
be left to individuals or families alone. That is another one of 
those false dichotomies that we are suffering with. We take a 
look a~ a certc;in institu~ion in our society, and we refuse to 
recogn1ze how 1nterrelated we all our. 

·--
.' 

- That's another one ob the challenges I think we have to 
meet. Because ultimatelyl, what we need are partnerships, 
building teams, building communities. We have to "reinvent," to 
use the President's term, \ the way American society operates 
today, and I think that it is an exciting time to be taking on 
the challenges you are. Ahd it is not only important to us in 
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• I
this country, it is vita[ly importantly both to the rest Qf the 

. world, and to our continhed leadership role. 

Some of you know thlt I had a wonderful opportunity, a few 
weeks ago, to travel to South Asia with my daughter. Andin 
those five countries, which we visited, we saw people struggling 
to build democracies andl sustain them, and to create market. 
economies, where just a few years ago, they were in the thrall of 

. • I •controlled state economles, often wlthout any real clear sense of 
what it meant to be prodrctive in the global economy .. 

But I must say, it is very humbling, to shake the hands and 
look into the eyes ofmert and women who have paid the ultimate 
price for their belief ift democracy. Leaders who have lost 
mothers and fathers, andibrothers and sons to political 
assassination, who themselves have been exiled and tortured and 
imprisoned. And to know!that they have been willing through 
incredible circumstances, unknown in our country to us, to . 
continue to persevere be6ause they. believe, maybe more than some 
of us do today, in the p~omise that this country has always stood 
for. . ., ' . 

And I must say,'when I.returned home; I was troubled·and a 
little bewildered to find as I had seen before, so many people in 

I • ". our country who are not commltted to democracy and a better 
future in the same way t}{~t I saw abroad. Who are', in simple 
terms, in a bad mood all ithe time about America. Who don't 
really have any sense of the possibility and the promise and the 
blessings that we have here. And I thought to myself, 'in part, 
that is because we have ~een categorizing and simplifying, and in 
many respects, undermi~itig our capacity to believe, our capacity 
to believe in ourselves ~nd in our country. (Applause.) 

So as we go forward,las we go forward .in the public debates 
of the next months, .1 hope that we will do so, not as 
·Republicans, or Democrats!, or Independents, but as Americans. 
And I hope we will look a!t every proposal, every idea that is 
made, and look at' it crit1ically by asking o'urselves, "Will this 
increase our security, ou!r confidence, our belief in 'ourselves? 
will this truly extend opportunity and truly require. 
responsibility from our f'ellow citizens? Is this an investment 
that will pay' off if we sitay the course and make sure it is 
implemented correctly?1I 

If we ask those kindf'. of questions, and if we begin to 
respect one another, particularly those .~ho feel left out from 
all of the wonderful changes that have occurred that people in 
this room have figured out how to take advantage of. 

. I· 

• 
j : 

And if we keep our eye on the most important issue, and that 
is our children, what we owe them, what we'will provide for them, 
then'I think that this debate about the role of government, the 
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responsibility of business, the values of family, all of that 
will be good for our cou!ntry. Because out of it, will com'e some 
new ,resolve that this co11untry , indeed, is able to provide for its 
citizens the kind of society that ,all of ~s will feel proud of 
being part of, as we do ~ove into the twenty-first c~ntury. 

Thank you all very much. (Applause.) 

MODERATOR: Thank you very much, Mrs. Clinton~ That was, 
. absolutely .•. I don't know

I 
how anybody in the room could not sign 

up immediately. I 

As I mentioned, we're 'god.ng to b:tke som'e questions. And I'd like 
• I . 

to read the questlons, and then have you respond. We've 
received ... I think the stack of questions was probably about an 
inch think. So thank yoh all for your active participation in 
this ca~e, but we had to\narrow them down, to just a few. 

First question, what ,advice' would you give to a woman, in the 
earlier phases of her career, who is trying to balance a 
commitment to her profes~ion, with her role as wife and mother, 
or can you really have it all, and if you can, do you really warit 
it? (Laughter.) , I 

MRS. CLINTON: That's not only a good, question, it's a question 
that at least every womaA,' and probably the majority of meri, in 
this room have asked in ~ome form or another. 

Well, the first advice t~at I would give to'anyone is the advice 
I give myself, and my friends and I give each other. And that is, 
you have to listen to yotir own heart. And'yo~ have to make the 
choices that are right fqr you. And you cannot permit yourself 
to be pressured in one direction or another,but to stick to what 
you believe is best for ~our life. That is what I think the 
glorious opportunity of ~eing a woman in the late tw~ntieth 
century of ~erica gives I~s. (Applause.). '. . 

You know, I have to say wlth all ,respect to 'p~ople who say thlS 
to me, occasionally when'lsomeone says, "You're a role model," :I 
get ,a little bi~ ne~~ous, 'bec~use my life i~ different f~om ev~ry 
other woman's llfe. I have dlfferent experlences. I have 
different expectations. I . • . 

• 

And what I have always tl:jied to struggle for, on behalf of myself 
and women, is the opportunity to have a life' that, rather ,than 
using the balancing,meta~hor, whicp bothers me a little, because' 
I always feel, when I pidture it, that som~thing is going to 
drop, and I don't like t~at, I,prefer a metaphor that Mary 
Catherine Bateson has use1d, called, "composing a life," in which 
you draw from your many dlifferent experiences and opportunities. 
And we each use differenti notes in order to compose what it is we 
want our life to be. 
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Now, Beth' and I were ta]king earlier,' bedause· 'the other, 
wonderful thing about bEhng a woman in this time in history, is 
that we have, 'thanks to Ipublic health and health care advances, 
as women, gained, about thirty years of life since the beginning 
of. this century. Those i .re thirty wonderful years that can be 
used in different ways. 1a'And the composition of one's life can 
take, sort of, different movements, if you will. ' 

For some women, it works best for them to have their families 
early, to attempt either to ,be a full-time mother and homemaker, 
or a part-time mother ana, a part-time worker, and then, at the 
age of forty or so, whenl your children are gone, to realize that 
you may have additional opportunities., , .. , l' " . , 
For other women, whom I know, ,they've sp'ent their, twenties and 
their thirties working v~ry hard in,a 'career, and late came to 
the idea and the possibility of'a family. And for other women, 
they make the choice notl to have families". ' ' . 

Each of those choices deserves respect. And I think that if we 
can reconsider what womeh have to offer to the workplace at 
different stages of thei~ lives, then, I believe, it would be 
very helpful for employe~s to be more attentive and receptive to 
older women who want to ~nter the work-force in their forties and 

I . 

even fifties, (Applause.) because there are many women who bring 
a lifetime of experience Ithat would be very beneficia. I , but I 
know, and you know, that there'is a sense, in which, if you 
haven't gotten on the track early, then the train has left the 
station. I think that i~,a very short-sighted view ofhtirnan 
potential. , ,', ' 

So my hope is that each woman will make the decisions that are 
• I • . •., . ..'r1ght for her, and that soc1ety and part1cularly, the bus1ness 

world will begin to recognize that each of those choices deserves 
respect, and.that wesho~ld look at each individual and try to 
determine how that individual can make a contribution. 

(inaudible) had huge impJct on some major decisions that I've 
made over the last five 1~ars, so I couldn't agree with you more. 

Next question, what do you find most, and also least satisfying 
in your position in the ]ast two plus years? 

How long do you have? (JaUghter.) Let me count the ways. Well, 
it has been such a remarkable and very positive experience both 
for me personally and fO~ :our family~ There is so much about 
this'opportunity that I never even .could have understood prior to 
my husband being elected land actually moving i~to the White 
House. There's no way, I don't' care how experienced someone 

• 

might, think he or she is l ,O rea,lizethe full impact . 


lt 
And probably the ,most satisfying 'parts of it are the feelings 
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that you do have a chance to make a contribution, that you"have 
the opportunity to try ~s best as you know how to work with 
people and at least statie clearly what you believe, and try to 
help shape the directiort of our country. 

I. 
Th~re are smaller Pl~asJres that I get a gieat deal of joy otit 
of. I love meeting peop,le. I love listening to the stories that 
people tell about. their lown struggles and their own hopes. I 
love ,traveling around tl:le country. I'm going tomoriow to the 
Upper Peninsula, a ·plac~ that I ,hav~n't spent time in. I'm very 
excited about that. I . .' 
It's also kind of !lice to have your husband work, as it were, 
above the store. (Laughtler.) He's actually home for dinner a lot 
more than he was in our iprevious life together, so ther~ are many 
things about the circums'tances and the opportunities that are 
just wonderful. 

I don't think it would be any surprise to anyone if i,were to say 
that among the things on1e is not prepared for, certainly, is the 
loss of privacy, the fee1lling that what made you a person, h.'OW9ver 
that developed over time, is in danger of being taken away from 
you because you are so insulated from what you enjoy in your 
life, the give-and-take ~'lith people, walking down a 'street. I 
say 'this, and my women f~iends just look askance, walking up and 
down a supermarket aisle. I mean, there are lots of things that 
I took for granted in my previous life that I very much miss. 

I'm also very upset, personally, and I think, as a citizen, about 
the quality of politicall coverage and political debate, ' 
particularly, in the last few years. (Applause.) " 

Congressman Dingell said that, you know, there is much about 
these times, in which we live, that are very, very difficult. It 
is, I do not believe, healthy for a democracy to breed so much 
cynicism, to permit so mUch of the vitriolic attacks that are 
part ot our political sc~ne now. 

I, personally have, afte~ being both astonished and amazed, and 
bewildered and outraged ~bout the things that were said and the 
kind of 'climate that waslcreated about my husband and me, I,so.r.t 
of, moved through that. I can't say that it doesn't still bother 
me, but I, kind of, figured out that that's part of what's. going 
on right now. It's done I for commercial reasons. It's done for 
political reasons. But I just have to say, and I would say it if 
I were not one of the pe6ple who is an often used target, it is 
very, very dangerous !'orldemocracy, to constantly.be engaging in 
the kinds of attacks of public officials that lead citizens to 
believe everybody who serves is some kind of a knave or a crook. 

• 

They act J.n. bad faJ.th..'(Applause.) They don't care about people. 

(Applause". ) 
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• So I hope that w~ will, in Some way, come to grips with this, and 
speak out against it, ignore it, work through it, -get beyond it. 
And you know, my feeling, personally, is that it will be good for 
the country if we get back on having a debate about whose idea 
about-the economy or edJcation is better.' That's what I think we 
ought to be talking aboJt. (Applause~) 

MODERATOR: I think we'l~do two more questions, if that's okay. 
This one's interesting. What is the one question that no one has 
ever asked you, but you are anxi.ous to answer? (Laughter.) If 
that's too awful, we'll move on to the next qu~stion. 
(Laughter. ) 

MRS .. CLINTON: . Oh, I don't know, probably what is my favorite 
hairstyle? (Applause.) I People talk all the time about it, but 
they never ask me. (Laughter.) My answer is, the one I'm 
currently wearing, what~ver that one is. (Applause.) . 

MODERATOR: Okay, ~ast Juestion, if you could start over again, 
in your efforts to refor.m health care, what would you do 
differently? (Laughter.l) And would you propose the same 
solution again? (Laughter.)' . 

MRS. CLINTON: I have td say that, knowing what I know no~, I 
certainly would take a ~ifferent attitude about it, p~rhaps, 
starting with saying to :my husband, "Are you crazy?" (Laughter.)_ 
But, I think that, actu~Lly, it would have been difficult not to 
have tried to pursue hea1lth care reform, because, as we now all 
know from watching the dlifficult decisions that are attempting to 
be made about the budget', it is not possible to deal with the 
federal budget without d1ealing with health care reform, in a 
respon~ible manner, ove1 the long-run. 

Now, it is, I supposfi, one could argue, do-able, if enough votes 
are behind it, to dramat~cally cut Medicare and to dramatically 
cut Medicaid, but everyohe'person in this room should be 

t I • • ' .extremely worr1~d about tl01ng that 1n the absence of some more 
systematic health care r leforI1), because it will not take long, . 
before, with those kindsl of cuts, services that we have taken for 
granted, will not be ava,ilable. But more to the point, the hard 
fought efforts of many o!f the businesses in this room to control 
costs will be underseVeire pressure because there will.be massive 
cost-shifting to make sobe efforts tQ keep up with the existing 
financial imperatives ofl the underlying health-care system. . 

So I think my husband was absolutely right to take on the two big 
issues at the same time ~henhe first got to Washington, with his. 
budget plan which has had a very positive effect on the economy, 
which has reduced spendihg, which has done a lot for businesses 

•
generally and for governbent responsibility particularly, and to 
recognize that even thoughI'that was an important - part of what he 
wanted to get done, something had to happ~n with health care. 
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Now the problem that ••• the many problems that we faced were tied 
up both with the effort Ito deal with the budget, because that 
itself was so huge and qontentious that it was very difficult 
given the attention paid ,to the budget in '93 and to the needs 
for some kind of respomhble approach to health care to, do both' 
of them at the same tim~, and I think that was one thing that we 
had not fully understood perhaps as much as we should have. 

I certainly appreciat~ JreatlY the extraordinary help many of the 
businesses in this roomlgave us during that effort, with advice 
and support and positive and criticism, but it was difficult, 
because, once the budget Iwas passed, then we immediately had to 
move in, because of the, imperative the legis~ative caIE;mdc;tr, to 
the NAFTA debate~ One r.emembers how content~ous and d~ff~cult 
that was. I " ' , 
So all of '93 was dominated legislatively by the budget and by

• I ' NAFTA, so by the t~me we got to 1994 there was a lot of pent-up 
. -. I. • concern, a lot 'of anx~e~y about what all th~s health care 

proposal would mean, and there was a very well-organized campaign 
against'the kind of plarl that the President chose to present. 
And so it meant that it lwas very difficult to be able to get the 
debate on an even keel so that good decisions would be made. 

The other thing that :i: jl~s~ tota~ly missed, and I have to, say 
that based on my own eXp'er~ence ~n the 'past on boards'of large 
corporations and as an a!ttorney, I always believed that in a, 
negotiating processyoul:ill first offer was your first offer. The 
plan we put forward was turned into an ultimatum, and we neVer 
got a chance in the legislative process tO,figure out how to move 
toward, because it was quickly characterized as, you know, the 
end of the world, and mulch advertising was done about it, and,' the' 
sky was falling and all 10f that. And so part of i twas that the 
dynamics of it were never, what I thought they would be'within the 
context of a legiSlativ1 debate. 

Having said that, I thin!k we made a, lot of progress in raising a 
lot of important issues,land I think that those issues are being, 
to some ,extent., , worked 0lut in the marketplace, by the millions 
and millions of individual decisions that are made. I still 
believe that there will :come a time ,when the country itself will 
have to address, in a comprehensive way, how it wishes to 
structure the financing :Of health care. Because in the, face of 
the increasing demands on Medicare and Medicaid, coupled with the 
political desire to cut ~he cost, or at least, the rate of growth 
of Medicaid and Medicare, we will see many unintended 
consequences. 

We also know that there are fewer people with employer-paid or 

• 
employer-provided insurartce today than there were last year, and 
the number is continuingl to decrease. So we will have an 
increasing number of uninsured. We will have more demands on 
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• government programs, less abl~ to be responsive. I do not 
believe that there are ~any, if any, states that will be able to 
pick up the diffe~ence.1 We will see a very great pressure on 
the academic'health'centers of our countrY, which really are the 
centers of excellence olit of 'which much research and development 
flows. So if you list the problems that:we are still . 
confronting" I think it 1is important to try to figure cnit 
responsibly how 'even now, and maybe particularly now, in the 

., I 
context of , the budget debate, to have some kind of health care 
reform that will:betterlstabilize the publici/private financing 
system, and protect those parts of our.health care system that 
are really the crown jeJels of what we all have come to expect as 
the Ainerican healthcar~'system.

..\. 
So 

. 

there are many 
, 

things ,that I would have done differently. 
It's been a learning.experience,. that's what my mother used to 
say to me when I'd come Ihome from the playground after somebody 
had pushed me down or, knocked me over. She'd say, "Just consider 
it a learning experiencei," and I do. I t.hink that it was a good 
lea~ning experience for Ithe entir,e country, and now, what we've 
got to figure out how to do is be responsible in addressing these 
problems in whatever ,waYt we reach a consensus about, so that we 
can continue to haVe and enjoy the kind of quality health care 
that we have taken for granted for many, many years. (Applause.)

• MODERATOR: At .this timJ, it is my privilege ... We have a 
tradition at the Greate~ Detroit Chamber of Commerce, and 
particularly, in this vepue, . that for special .guests, and 
clearly, you are one of fhe most speciial ~uests we've ever had 
the privilege to join us1at this conf~rence. We'd like to 
present you, Mrs. Clinton, with a student' apple as a memento of 
your time with us tOday,1 and we hope you continue to enjoy your 
visit, and thank you ·so very much for being such a wonderful part 
of ••• (Applause.) . 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you. (Applause. ) 

### 
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