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THE WHITE HOUSE 

, OFFIeE OF THE PRESS SECRETARY 

I 
For Immediate Release ) August 14, 1995 

Remarks by First Lady Hi11ary,Rodham'C1inton 
, to the pre~ident's'Advisory committee on 

GU1f!war Veteran's Illnesses 
, was~inqton, DC 

I ', 
MRS. CLINTON: Tha'nk you very much. I am delighted' to be, 

here at this first' meeti~ng, arid on behalf of, the President, I want 
to thank the Chair and m1embers of the President's Advisory, ' 
Committee on Gulf War veiterans' Illne~ses for your, willingness to 
perform this public serv·ice. I also want to welcome all the 
veterans, their friends hnd famifies, who are here to talk about 
their personal experiencks and to hear from the Administration 
officials who have been t",orkingdiligently o~ the issues raised in 
the President's Executivk Order breating this Committee. 

• 
I want to start by lmPhaSiZing again how, proud we 'all are'of 

our victory in 'the Gulf War. Because of the, enormous skill and 
bravery of American' troops, an end was put to Saddam Hussein's , 
brutal and illegal occup~tion of Kuwait. Because of the strength i 

of U.S. leadership, the ~nternational community came together to 
stop and reverse unprovoked aggression against an innocent nation. 

, , I ' , ' 
This Presidential A<iivisory Commi,ttee is an important example 

of the President's commitment to leave no stone unturned in the 
Administration's effortslto understand GulfWar'vetera~s' illnesses 
and to make sure that the gov~rnment is responsive to veterans' 
needs. 

In his announcement, the President assured Gulf War veterans 
that we are grateful forjtheir btavery, and ~e ar7 'as ~roud of them 
today as allot. us were ~hen they returned v~ctor~ous ~n 1991. And 
most important, the pres~dent ma~e it clear that .just as we relied 
on our troops when they were sent to war, we must assure the~ that 
they can rely on us ,~ow. \' ' . " ' 

, The President and t I,have heard from many Gulf War veterans and 
their family members about their illnesses. We have received 

I ~. •letters from allover the country, and have ,had the pr~v~lege of' 
meeting with many veterarts and family members in person. Some of 
these'men and women, such as steve Robertson and Nancy Kapplan, 
will be speaking to you ~his afternoon. 

Veterans have'told Je about their frustrating efforts to find 
• I ••out why they are ~ll and how the~r ~llnesses can be treated. They 

have shared moving storie;s of the devastatlng effects on' families 



I 

J 

• 2 

~hen 'fathers and mothe~~ become disabled and unable to work. They 
have described what it ~as like to serve their country in a desert 
land where oil well ffr~s turned 'the day to night, and where 
sandstorms made it difficult to breathe.' Some described scud 
missile attacks, or told of frequent use of insecticides to 
protect them from insect-born diseases. '. 

. Many Gulf ~ar veter\ans have I been outspoken in seeking and 
providing. information about their illnesses. This Advisory 
committee will determine\ whether.the experienges these veterans 
describe in the Persian Gulf, ana in receiving.medical care, have 
been adequately addressehor whether there are additional actions 
that need to be. taken.· . \ 

. I 
When Secretary Jesse Brown and I met with veterans at the 

local VA Hospital here it. Washington, and when then Deputy' 
. Secretary of Defense Joht. Deutch and I met with active duty

• 1, , •

sold1ers at Walter Reed 'Hosp1tal, thestor1es we heard touched us 
deeply, and provided imp6rtant information as well. I know you' 
will be working closely ~ith veterans, who will be· an invaluable 
resource in' your deliber~tions, and I am pleased you will begin by

I . .. .

hearing directly from Gulf War veterans today. ;

• 
I . 

I have also met wit~the physicians, nurses, and other health 
care .'professionals from the VA and DOD who have worked with Gulf 
War veterans \-?ho are·ill.\ They too express great frustration about 
the difficulties they ha~e faced.; in helping some of the veterans 
and their family members ~nose illnesses remain undiagnosed. I 
know you will also work. c:losely o/ith these dedicated. men and women, 
and learn from their experiences. 

/ \. . . " 

When the men and women of the U.S. military, Reserves, and 
National Guard were called to ,war in 1990, our-Nation knew that we 
could rely on them," and they served our nation honorably. 

. When we look back to\the.euPhoric pa~ades ·for retu:rning U.S. 
troops in 1991, we can still remember a'great feeling of relief. 
We had won the war, and m6st Americans had returned home safely. 

. ,I . '" . f •

But throughout.1991 and 1992, there was 1ncreas1ng conc~rn 
about some of our Gulf War veterans. There were veterans who 
described symptoms that did not respond to treat.ment, and did not 
go away as expected. Whe~ my husband became President and learned 
that the numbers of veterans with chronic symptoms seemed to be 
increasing, he took an act!ive interest in helping our veterans. 

Because of the leade)shiP.a~d dedication of the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs, Defense, and Health and Human Services, this 
Administration has already made unprecedented efforts to help Gulf 
War veterans. For.example, never before has an Administration, 
moved so quickly to conduct research aimed at helping returning 
soldiers who are ill. Thi~ year alone, the three Departments willI ' ., 
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spend approximately $15 million to study possible environmental 
hazards, to determine whether illnesses have been transmitted to 

• I '.'spouses and ch~ldren, and to develop ~mproved treatment programs. 

with the leadershiJ of the' VA, this Administrati~n strongly 
supported laws to ensti.r~ that compensa.tion is available to those 
who are disabled, even ~f the direct causes of the illnesses 
stemming from their mili:tary service" a're unknown. The VA is also 
providing priority medic'al care to Gulf War veterans,' and both VA 
and the Defense Departmeht have established special' treatment 

. centers to help veterans whose illnesses are particularly difficult 
to diagnose. . \ . . . 

The Defense Department has also recently initiated a new 
program that will declas~ify documents and other information about 
the Gulf War, and make them available on Internet. ' . . . I 

All these efforts.w~ll serve our veterans well, and most were 
accomplished with bipartisan support from the103rd Congress, under 
the leadership of then Chairmen af the Veterans Affairs committees, 
Sen. Jay Rockefeller and Rep. Sonny Montgomery, and their Committee 
members. .,. ~ " 

.' As President Clinton stated when he'first announced this 
Advisory committee, he i~·determinedtodo whatever it takes to 
respond to the concerns' df Gulf War veterans. 

, I ,'.

This Administration has already convened several other panels 

of outside experts,toexamine various issues pertaining to Gulf War 
veterans' illnesses, ·but ~t came to realize that the issues are so 
complex they require a mote comprehensive, sustaiJ)ed ,effort. 

And so the presiden't\established this Advisory Committee, to 
be independent and appropri.ately staffed" with the relevant 
experience and expertise that the members represent. This Advisory 
Committee is unique becau~e, as the President outlined ~n his 
Executive Order, you will Ireview all aspects of the Federal 

'governments' programs andlpolici~s that affect Gulf War illnesses, 
telling us what we are doing right and what we should be doing 
better. .I:, , 


The Executive Order ~pecifies that you will provide "advice' 
and recommendations" based on your review of the following: 
research; medical treatme~t; risk factors from service in the Gulf 
War, including possible enivironmental factors, and drugs and 
vaccines; reports of the pbssible detection of chemical and 
biological weapons;. coordihating efforts that have been established 
by Federal agencies;.exterhal reviews by other expert panels; and 
outreach to veterans. l ' 

As you can see from that list, your mandate is broad. In your 
efforts to review ~ll thes~ programs and pO,licies, the Secretaries, 
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are pledged to assist you, and you will find their' doors ,open to 

you. And the presidentlhas made it absolutely cl~ar, in his 

,Executive Order and in his announcement of this Advisory Committee, 

that when you consider your task" no issue ,is off limits.and every 

reasonable inquiry shouid.be pursued. 


, ,I, . 
There'are many op1n10ns about how many Gulf War veterans. are 

, I ' 
ill, what has caused those illnesses, and how they can best be 
treated. In talking to veterans anq to those who are trying to 
serve them, it is clear that those opinio'ns'are as strongly held as 
they are diverse. 

, And so, your task is a difficult one. There are many 
unanswere,d questions, 'antl we are ,;' counting on you to make sure that 
this Administration is d~:>ing all it can to catalog relevant 
questions and, in so far\ as possible, answer them. , 

For that reason,. yoh were selected on the basis of your wide 

range of expertise ,in me~1cal issues, scientific research, policy, 

and military matters. T~e veterans on the panel will contribute 

their invaluable perspectives from their military experiences, and 

it is particularly important that two of you served in the Gulf 

War. You all were select.ed because you do not have pre-conceived 

notions about the scope 6f. the. problem of Gulf War illnesses, or 

the causes and treatmentJ 


None of us knows, WhJt the research now being conducted or 
called for in the future Iwill,te~l us. So -far, the research that 
the government has condu9ted 1nd1cates ,that thousan~s of veterans 
who were healthy when th~y left for the Gulf War are now ill. Many 
veterans believe that the'se symptoms cluster together into a "Gulf 
War Syndrome" that is uni:que. B~sed on the, research to dat7, 
however, experts ,have concluded that there 1S not enough eV.l:dence 
to call this a syndrome:. \ This is an issue that will continue to be 
studied as more 'research is completed. , ' 

, ' 1 'k' ,There are d1sagreemepts about the 11 ely causes and the best 

treatments for these Synlptoms. These issues also will continue to 

be studied as more ~esearch is completed.' . . 


The President has ap~ointed'this Advisory' Committee because we 
do not yet have the answers to these important questions. These 
are complicated scientific:h questionsthat.deserve careful 
sCientifi~ scrutin~. I,," .', . . 

Iri h1S Execut1ve Order, the Pres1dent has entrusted you to 

make sure that the Federal government is supporting.appropriate 


. I. • .
research,' and that, wheneVjer poss1ble, the results are be1ng used 
to inform treatment, compensation, and,priorities for future 
research. You are also ~ntrusted to examine the wide array of 
Federal programs and po~ic;ies to; make sure that they not only make 
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