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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you all. Thank you very much. And I too 
am so pleased that this day has come, and it has corne with the 
support, and caring, and love and contributions of so many 

, . 	 peoPle •. I, want to begin '\bY .thanking;, H.is Eminence, ..cardina, I 
Hickey, Monsignor Duffy, sist$r Sylvia~ Mayor Barry~ 
Congresswoman Norton, ·and all 'who have participated in 'bringing . 
this day to fruition. ~\al~o wc;tnt again tb greet and' thank Mother 
Teresa. We. take greatl.nspl.ratl.on from your work and from your 

, 	 . ' 1 . • .' ,~_ .ceaseless pursul.t of wha.t you bell.eve, l.n. 	 ..' , I 

.Earlier I was speakin:g with Mother and: she 'looked at. me and 
said, . "This. is a gift' Of! love but I ::ve been told I cannot give 
the gl.ft of peace be~aust= I.don't gl.ve peace to anyone. II And I 
told her that one of my favorite sayings from another woman whom 
I admired, Eleanor Rooseyelt,when she too wbuld be criticized 
for pursuing what she beilieved in, she would often say,,' "I 
con'sider my job to' comfort the afflicted and to afflict the 
comfortable. II And· so today we· have ohe of those rare moments 
when the afflicted and the c6nifort~bie com$ together on behalf of 
the future. I ' . 

I 	 ,; , 

I'm often asked what it is I would..like to see happen above 
all else in our country ~nd in our.worl,d and. there are so many 
things to wish for, aren~t there? 'So many things to pray for, so 
many things to wo::k fo::.; !But certainly c;tt: t~e top of my answer 
would be a world l.n whl.ch all boys and gl.rlsare loved and cared 
for. . First, by the famiiies into which they are born, .then into 
families-- if those fami~ies are not ,'able to 'take care of them, 
and aSSl,lme the responsib.illities for raising them-- then by 
extended families and by \reallY the family of us all who more and ( 
more we have to recognize 'are all intercon~ected. 'And then, . 
finally, by the,familie~ \that those boys and girls grow up in, 
whom they in turn ~nvest Iw~th love a~d caring to create societies 
that value every sl.ngle chl.ld·as a gl.ft to be nurtured. ' . . I .", < 

'We know' we :are a long :way from ,that even in our own country, 
and some days I fear we a,re retreating' from that vision instead 
of moving toward it •. But! we have to continue'to work to buildI 	 . 
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those kinds ofconditi'ohs for every child. That is why most of 
us, I believe,. are herel today because we doredognize our own 
blessings and we do beld.eve that each of us has a respo'nsibility, 
not only to our own chi[dren, but to all children. ' , , ' I ' 

" When I visited the hbme run by the Missionaries of Charity in 
New Delhi, I was struckl forcefully by the love that emanated from 
eve.ry corner of that bu~lding. Near it was a home that wouldn! t 
pass inspection in any town in America~ There weI;'e'too many 
cribs with too ma,ny babies too close t,og~ther. I am sUre there 
were not enough tOilets[or enough space for what was being done 
there, by some kind of regulatory formula, but all I knew was ' ' 
that there was enormous I love and care ,and concern being given to 
those children. You ca~ sense it when you walk into buildings 
where children are cared for, can't, you? You can feel the , ' 
.' . I • •d1fference when you walk 1n the door of a: ch1ld care center, 

school, or a hospital, br a shelter where children are. care~ for 
.and you can know ~n thelgut of your !:joul whether or ,not you would, 
leave your own Ch1ld there., ," , 

'That is the test iorlevery singl.e facility that we have 'for 

any, child in America., I call it the "Chelsea test." Some of you 

might call it the Jane d>r the Jack or the Mary or the Charles ' 

test. But that should lhe the test. So by that test this house 

,passes with flying cOlO~S. You can already sense it is a place 
where not only those:wh9 come here get 'the care and love they 
need but it will have ripple effects throughout this neighborhood' 
and community. " I,' " " " " 

I , ' 
This has been about 16 months of hard work. As the Cardinal 

said, I, first spoke' witli Mother Teresa about this after the 
National Prayer Breakfast and then we bot;h agreed that each 'of us 

, could work together to lielp promote better conditions for our 
children, that each of tis could do wh,at we believe. our own 
purpose sets us to doing, and that we could, by working together, 
create this opportunity. 

The truth is tpat this is just a beginning, and it will grow 
and have meaning in p'eople/s lives as lives here are saved and, 
changed and allowed to~oforward. ,:I.'m particularly pleased that 
this house will serve as a place from which children will be 

. ,1 • • • .' •• " ,adopted under the respons1b111tY,of Cathol1cChar1t1es, and I 

would personally plead that e:veryone. who knows of this 'house, 


I I" everyone who knows of other places 11ke 1t, w111 do all that can 
I • '. .'be done to'promote adopt;10n,of the ch1ldren here 1n our own 


country. We have more than 400,OOQ,children languishing in 

foster care' in America. ! 


Many parents are disC;OUraged from adop'ting becaUse, of the, high 
pr'ofile cases that unfor1tunately demonstrate that on a rare. 
occasion an'adoptive family may not be able to keep the child 
,whom they have adopted., Those., are rareoccurences. They should 
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not be permitted to ciisbourage. Alner ic<ims from adopting·' Anter ic'an 
.babies and children.' sb. please use this occa'sion to' do all that , . ,I ' . 
. you can to promote,a<;toption, ,n<;>t only of the babies who will come 
her!=, . but of ?ll babl.e's,1 and chl.ldren~' They all deserve homes 
and families inAm~ricaltoday. 

i 

., T want to join in thknking. 'Mayor Barry and th~ District 
government and espeC~al'~Y Hampton' Cross,' who worked" miracles., It' 
is not easy under any ,circumstances to, get the necessary' , 

• I <I, '·.1 <I."""'..' .perm+ssl.on to do thl.s and I jOl.n l.n the Mayor's plea that the 
example of this, house will serve as a:n example ,for the rest of 
the District government \ so that we can all begin to cutthrou.gh 
red tape on bf3half of human needs and services for o\lrpeople. 

" I also want to' co~eid 'ca~holic :Cha~ities for 'fo~ming a' 
partner'ship with ,the ,si~ters on ,behalf of children' in t.his 
district and I waritto ,thank the lawyers who worked so hard 
donating their time. M~ny', more hours than they everthou.ght when' 
they agreed to·do·thistobring,about'a'll,of the necessary' 
changes that were, requited. ,I partictilarly want to: thank Marna' 
Tucker and Debbie Pollock for your countless hours of help on 

'behalf ,of this effo:r.:t. rAnd I also want to say a personal word of 
thanks to Melanne Verveer on lily staff for "helping to coordinate 
this effort .. ' I:' ". 

" L~t m~ endby.saYingl~hat this' h6me .will be an extraOrdinary 
place for thechl.ldren and ',mothers who come here' I' ~now that it 
will serve as an exampl~ Of what, all of tis can do if we're 

'wIlling to work on. behalf of one anothe:r ,and particularly ,on . 
behalf of our' children. 1, I want to 'thank Mother, Teresa 'for this 
gift of ,love and for the work that she and the 'Sisters are doing 

,,:~.hroughout our COnimUriit~her~ in Amer'ica and'~r6u~dthe world. 

, it, is my hope that a~'l of us· wil'l ,think in 'o~r. own, ,ways about 
what else each" of us can do to ease the 'pas'sage, to help'soothe 
the: troubles of people,' a'i-ound us .. " There 'is so much need 'and as 
we rethink what governmEint 's.' responsibility is let I s remember we 
are <;>ur govern.!l1ent. In fa ciemocracy,ther7 i~,no"usll and "t~e:t;tll 
and'l.f we say we' want gqve+"nment to'do thl.ngs o~her than what l.t 
has been doing ill provid1ing direct services to people, ' then we 
have to govern ourselves in such a way that we, make.up the ' 
difference. otherwise vile will live to see a'.society in. which our 
dreams for all of our ,children, ,.instead of bec<;>m'ing closer to. a 
·realit-¥, recedes furtheriand fut."ther away and that 'on this day is 
someth7ng none of us. ShO\Uld want to see .l?-app:en. Thank you al'l ' 
f or be l.ng part of. thl. s . , 

, , ' 
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