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iRemarks by F,irst Lady Hiliary RodhaJit Clinton 
td the NGO Forum 
I. .'Hua1rou, ChJ:naI 	 ' 
i", 	 ' MRS. CLINTON: Thank you. Thank Y9U so much. I feel so much 

at home and so much a parti of this group. I only wish that in 
ad~itionto the enthu~ias~1 and intere~tamong all of the 
Nongovernmental Organl.zatl.ons (NGOs) Who are gathered here, the 
weather had been more coop~rative this morning and I greatly 
regret,that we were forc:-d!to move th~s,occasion indoors in order 
to avc>J.d any of us drownl.ng out there. I am very sorry that not 
everyone who w1shed to be with us this morning was 'able to, and I 
hope all of you will convey my personal regr~ts'to, anyone who was 

/ 	 turned away or disappointed because of:the size of this 
auditorium. I 

• It is a great Pleasur~ for me to be here, and I want to 
start by thanking Supatra and Irene for their leadership in this 
extraordinary and historiclenterprise~ 

But I also want to th~nk all of you who are here, because I 
know from looking at the lists of people who have come, from 
knowing personally many ofithe America.ns who have come, that in 
this auditorium and at this Forum, th~re are thousands and 
thousands of wOmen and men\who every qay work to make life better 
in their communities for all people. And that is the greatest 
co~tribution anyone of usjis able~Oinake, and that is why the 
Unl.ted States and many other countrl.es so strongly support the 
efforts of NGOs'and have w6rked very hard to e~sure that NGOs 

•• 	 • • I ......could partl.cl.pate l.n thl.s Forum. ' 
1-'i',

As many of you know, 0urgovernmeht and other governments 
recognize the important roie that NGOs play in policy and ' 

, planning, in development a~d implemen"t:ation and monitoring of 
"programs that advance the progress of women. 

I 
I

'I have come here, to Huairou, to salute you for your 
dedication to a cause greater than all of us. ,r. know that many of 
you went to great efforts to be here. I' know many were kept from 
attending this Forum. I kn6w that for 'many of you who did get 
here, getting here was far Ifrom easy_ Many of you did not even 
know until the last minute that you wo,uld be permitted to travel 
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• 
here, and others bore greai pers,?nal expense in order to come . 


, In addition to the weather , , which is not in anyone's , , 

control, and is always unptre'dictable," I know that ,you have had to 

, endure severe frustrationsl here ~s yo~ have pursued your work. 
,And 1; al~o want to :say a special ,word on behalf of women with 
disabilities who have face? particular challenges. ' 

" , I , 
, " ,But I mo~tly wan~ to ~hank yo';! for your p~rse\Terance" 
becaUse YOU,dld not glve'up, y.ou dld not stay away, you are here, 
and the fact that you are,iwill make a difference in the days and 
months and years to come.' Because evet;l though you may not be, 
physicallY present in Beij~ng at the tonference during these ten 
days, the wisdom that is abcumulated here, the experience, the 
energy, the ideas are on d.lll di'splay. 

I ' :' 
'Thanks to your resourbefulness,your tenacity, your sense Of 

purpose ,and your spirit, y~:>u are playing an important role in 
this Conference, and you will be the ~ey players in determining 
whether or not this confer~nce goes beyond rhetoric and actually 

, ,does, sOinething to improve the lives of women and children. 
, I ,

As I said yesterday, the faces of the woinen who are here 
inirror the faces of the millionsJand millions who are not. It is 
our responsibility, those hf us o/ho h~ve b~en able to attend'this 

• 
,Conference and this NGO Fo~um, te make sur~ that the voices that 
;. 1, . 

go unheard will be heard'. This Conference is about making sure 
that women, their children! their fam~lies, have the 
opportunities for health care and education, for jobs and 
political participation, fbr lives 'free of violence, for basic 
legal protections, and yes! for internationally recognized human 
rights no matter where they are or where they live. ­

Time and time again wl have seen 'that it is NGOs who are 
responsible for- making progress in any society. Some of us never 
knew we were NGOs twenty aild twenty-five and thirty years ago. 
That was not even a phrase!that any of us had ever heard. We were 
people working toget~er onlbehalf of all of those rights which we 
care about and hold dear. But when one looks at the progress that 
has been made throughout tYle world, it is clear'that it- is the 

", NGOs WhO. have charted _real Iadvanres for w,omen and children. 

It ls'the NGOs who have pressured governments and have led 
governments down the path to economic,' social, and political

• I i! ~'. • • .'progress, often ln the face of'overwhelmlng hostlllty. Agaln, 
NGOs have per~e:,ere~1 j,:,stla~ you have by coming here and staying 
her'e and partlclpatlng ln lh1s Forum., , , 

What will be important as we end the Forum and the 
conference at the end of this week is that it will be NGOs who 

• I ',' 

• 
wlll hold governments to the commltments that they make~ And it 
is important that the final Platform for Action that is adopted 
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• be distilled into words tJat every woman, 'no matter where she 
lives, or how much educati:on she has, can understand. I think we 
should want every woman, no matter where she is, to believe-that 

. there are women allover the world who care about her health,' who 
want her children to be edhcated; who want her to have the 
dignity and respect that she deserves to have. 

. when I think of the f~ces t~at I have seen in my own . 
country, when I think of the women who did not have health care 

.because they cannot afford\ it in the united states of America, 
when I think particularly pf a woman I met in New Orleans i .. 

Louisiana, who told me that,' because she did not have enough money 
she was told by physicians there in our country, that they would 
not do anything about the !lump in her breast, but would merely. 
wait and watch, while if she had insurance shewcluld have been 
sent to a surgeon. I think about the woman I met in a village 
outside Lahore, Pakistan, ~ho had ten children, five boys and 
five girls, and was strugg!ling as hard as she could to make sure 
her girls were educated. anctwanted help to get that job done. 

I think of the faces If the beautifu'l women I met at SEwA, 
. I .

the Self-Employed Women's Association, in India. All of them had 
walked miles and miles, sofue of them for twelve and fifteen hours 
to get .to our meeting together, and I listened as they stood up 
and told me what it had mehntthat for the first time in their 

• 
• ,.- ~ , ' . • . . t11ves, they had a 11ttle money of thelr own. They could buy thelr 

. I ' •. . . 
own vegetable carts. They 90uld ~uy thelr own thread and. , 

-materials so that they could make income for themselves and their 
families. I ' 

. . .·1 . . 
. I think of the women in a village, in Bangladesh, a village 

of untouchables-womenwereIHindus-who invited to their village 
for my visit Moslem women from the ,neighboring village. I think 
of how those womel) sat togckther under a lean-to---Hindus and 
Moslems together in one oflthe poorest countries of the world, 
,but so many of those women Itelling me how their lives had been 
changed because they had become borrowersand.were, now part of 

• I. .the Grameen Bank mlcroenterprlse effort. . 

,I think particularly L: the play that their children put on 
fOr me to. see, a play in wfuich'the children acted out the refusal 
by a family to let a girl 9hild'CJo to school. And ,then further 
down the road from that village,;I stood and watched families 
coming to receive food'supplements in return for keeping their 
girl children in school. I ;. , 

, Ii . 
. I ' 

Those are the kinds of women and experiences that happen 
throughout the .world" .:whettier .one .talksabout .my country or any 
country. Women ,are 100king1for t~e suppo~t' and encoura~ement they 
need to do what they can for thelr own 11ves and the 11ves of 

• 
their children and the liv~s of their families. The only way this 
Conference will make a difference to these women is if the 
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• result~of the Conference lare taken and distilled to a minimal 
number of easily read pagels which state the basic principles. 
When ,that is done, the meslsage can be, carried into every corner 
of the world where women w!ill recognize and exchange shared 
experiences. 

When I came home from Bangl~desh, I visited ,in'Denver, 
colorado, a program that is modeled on the Grameen'Ba.nk, helping 
American women who are welfare r~cipients get:. the dignity and the 
skills that they need to tkke care of themselves and their 
children. I 

So despite ail of the difficulties and'frustrations'you have 
faced in coming here and being here, you are here not only on , 
behalf of yourselves, but bn behalf of millions and millions of 
women whose lives can'be changed for the better. Let Us all 
resolve to leave this plac~ and do what we can together to make 
the changes that will ,givej respect and ,dignity to. every woman. 

I know that today at the women's conference there is a 
. 'I . . , 

'. 
special ,celebration of gir~s. The theme is: "Investing in Today's 
Girls, Tomorrow's Women, and the Future." We know that much ,Of 
what we do, we are doing nbt for'ourselyes,but we are doing for 
our daughters, our nieces, I our granddaughters. We are doing it 
because we have the hope that'the changes we work for will take 
root and flower in their lives. ~ 

. I''When :t was privileged to beJ in New Delhi, India" ,I met a 
young woman who I think spoke for many, many women, and someone 
aSked me yesterday at the Conference if I had a copy of the poem 
which this young woman wrote. I said that I did and she asked if 
I could read it today, andiI said'that I would. This was a poem 
about breaking the silence, the silence, that afflicts too many , 
women's lives, the silence! that keeps women from 'expressing 
themselves f.reely, from being full participants even in the lives 
of their own families. Thi§ poem written by 
think, is particularly app~opriate since we 
the futUre of girls. Let m~ read it to you: 

Too many women I 
in too many countries 
speak the same language. 
Of silence. ' , I ' 
My grandmother was'always silent­

,always agg:r:ieved- I ;1. . 
only ,her husband had the cosm1C r1ght, 
(or so it was said) i I 

,to speak and to be heard. \ 
They ,say it, isdif·fer~nt now. 
(After all, I am alwa~svocal 

• 
,'and' my grandmother thinks 
I talk too much) I 
But sometimes I wonde~. 

I 4 

a young woman, I 
are celebrating today 
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 When a woman gives her love, as most women do, generously~ 

it is accepted. Whenl a woman shares her thoughts, 

as some women do, grabiously­
it is allowed. I . 
~ena woman fights fpr power, 

as all women, would like to" 


.quietly' or loudly, I ' 

it is quest~oned. _ 


And yet, there must bl,free~om-
if we are to speak.!

t . 
I; 


And yes, there must be power-­
if we are to be heard • 


. And when we have both 

(freedom and power) 

let us not be misunderstood. 

.. 	 . . I 

.. 	 We seek only to g l.ve words 

to those who cannot speak 

(too many women : 

in too many countries~ 


I seek only to forgetr .' 

the sorrows of my grandmother's 


silen~e... ,I.' . ." 


.' Thatl.s the kl.nd of feell.ng.that ll.teraJ.ly ml.lll.ons and 
miliions of woinen feel evefY day~ And much of what we are doing 
here at this Forum and at this Conference is to give words to 
break the silence aIld then/ to acro' , 	 .. . ' 

When I was at Copenhagen for the summit on social 
Development, I, was ple'ased I to announce that the Uriited states 
would make an effort to en~ance educational opportunities for 
girls so that they could attend school in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. Today that effort~ funded with united States' dollars, , 
is being organized in countries throughout'those continents by 
NGOs. 	 I' 

I 

There are 'so many way~ we, can work together. There are so 
many things that must be d<bne. And let me .just end with a 
postcard that'I received ftom a woman who; with many, many 
others, wrote me,her feeli~gs and thoughts about'this Conference. 
I don't know this woman, b~t she wrote to tell me that·she wanted 
me to carry this card to B~ijing. And she we:t:'lt on to say, :"Be 
assured of many prayers fot the success of the Conference, to 
better conditions for wome~ and 9hildren throughout the world." , 'I ~.. . . 

She put ,on this card ,a ;pray~r and the prayer ,was written in 
many languages. It's a prayer that applies and cc:"tn be said by 
many, if not ,all of the wor,ld's religions. I want'to end with 

• 
that because I think that in' many respects what we are attempting 
to do requires the kind of\faith and commitment that this prayer 
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• represents: 
Oh God, Creator of the heavens and the earth, we pray for 
all who gather in Bei:j ing. Bless them. Help them and us to 
see one. another throu;gh eyes enlightened by understanding 
and compassion. Release us from prejudice so we can receive 

• .1· • " . •the stor~es of our s~sters w~th respect and atteht~on.Open 
our ears to the criesl of a suffering world and the healing 
melodies of peace. Empower us to be instruments in bringing 
about Your justice antl equality everywhere. 

That is my prayer as Lell, and with my thanks to all of you 
I believe we can take .the results of this Forum and this 
Conference and begin to trhnslate them into actions that will 
COUl1t, in the lives of gir~s and women who will have never heard 

·of what we have done here, I but whose lives cian be changed because 
of what you.have done by coming here. 

Thank you all very mubh. 
I 
I 
I 

### 

• 

• 6 


