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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you. Thank you so much for 
letting me come here thi~ evening. I am thrilled to see and hear 
all of you. I. . 

. I 
I'm also delighted to congratulate Sam and Shannon on their 

marriage and on the merg~r of Results and The Children's Defense 
Fund. That's a pretty p6werful combination. I am also, as 
always, honored and delighted to be here .with my friend, Muhammad 
Yunus, someone whom I have known and admired for nearly ten years 
-- about nine and a halfl-- and whom I am delighted to see 
finally break through those mental categories that were referred 
to earlier so that more and more people around our world can 
recognize and appreciate what Grameen means and what kind of a 
model it is for the rest of us. 

I also want to thankI each of you, each of you who are 
volunteers and partners, \starting with Whitney who gave me 
flowers as I came in and a beautiful card which I was honored to 
see referred to me as a partner because you are really, you are 
really, the heart and sotil, not only of RESULTS, but in Sam's 
words, of reclaiming dem6cracy in this country and in many others 
because I don't think it1s any surprise to anyone who has paid 
attention, as you have, to events unfolding in the united States 
and other nations how imperiled democracy is by a number of . 
events all of which conv~rge to make it more and more difficult 
for individuals to feel ~he essential power that lies at the root 
of citizenship, to be willing to accept the essential 
responsibility that goes along with being a citizen of a 
democracy. 

We have so much information washing over us every day_ Much 
of it delivered by voice~ that preach cynicism or apathy, that 
are looking for the eight second sound-bite, the quick turn of 
the phrase, the capacity to stun, to scintillate, to stimulate, 
but rarely to explain or to engage in the hard, often boring, 
work of democracy. 
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. So what you are dOilg by the example you set goes far beyond 
even the programs and is~ues you are committed to because you are 
symbolizing what we need! to rekindle around the world. . 

Most people in public life today, whether it is public life 
as elected officials or as appointed civil servants or public 
life as citizens, know that we are at a crossroads in our world 
development. We can either determine to make a difference on a 
day to day basis knowinglthat many of the goals we set will be 
difficult challenges to achieve but are worthy challenges and 
provide the necessary co~mitment for our journeys as individuals 
and as societies to be w6rthwhile. That is seeing the glass as 
half full or we can jOin\too many of our fellow citizens in 
todays world in thinking there is little or nothing any of us can 
contribute. I beli~ve there is growing below the surface, in 
many ways right ~nderneath the crust of all the cynicism and 
apathy, the sense of pos~ibility again. It needs to be nurtured. 
It has to be protected artd each of us must help it grow to break 
through that crust.. But I sense it. I sense it in so many 
different settings. 

I certainly sensed ~t during my trip to South Asia where I 
met people who themselveS had paid the ultimate price in the 
assassination of mothers ,I or fathers, or husbands, or brothers, 
or sons on behalf of demo1cracy -- who themselves had been-, 
imprisoned, or exiled, o~ tortured, or ridiculed time and time 
again because they believ1ed in the potential of democratic growth 
on behalf of their people. 

I see it and hear ablut it from corners allover the world 
. I •

today. In many respects ~he so-called develop1ng world has more 
of that energy than the so-called developed world. There is a 
little bit of democratic fatigue that has set in some of the 
developed world. A sensei in which too many people are saying 
been there done that. Itrs too much effort to go on. But I 
think, and I trust, there\iS a second wind coming on in the 
developed world fanned by many, many people like yourselves. And 
part of what we have to work out is the proper role and 
responsibility of the different sectors of our society and the 
role and responsibility a~ailable for each individual to assume 
his or her place in our d~mocracies. 

In our country, at l~ast, there is this false debate that 
goes on. Much of the tim~ I believe it goes on to obscure the 
real issues underneath that debate. But the false debate which 
many of ypu are so well a~are of tries to pit the individual and 
the family against the go~ernment and society. Arguing that our 

11' • ...,problems are e1ther one o~ the other. Solut10ns have to be one 
or the other eliminating the acquired knowledge we have all 
gained over the years of How we must form a partnership -- a 
partnership among people, la partnership between institutions. 
That false debate is raging in our own capital today. 
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Many of you have vilited with members of Congress today.e. And I was pleased to lea~n that before I came Congressman Gilman 
urged you to continue toltalk with and work with members of 
Congress, particularly freshman members of Congress. I would. 
echo his request to you. I Many of the new members and newer 
members of Congress have never been outside of the united states, 
have never visited any impoverished section of our own country, 
have never met face to f~ce with any individual who has, through 
the kind of grassroots efforts RESULTS has promoted, been able to 
make a difference in hisllife or the life of his community. So 
there is much work and education that remains to be done but it 
does payoff. 

Today, as you heard from Dr." Yunus, we saw a great moment as 
the World Bank made a decision on behalf of micro credit. That 
did not happen overnightJ It met with much resistance, much 
misunderstanding. It required the breaking of all kinds of 
categories and it only happened because there were enough 
persistent people who refused to give up time after time when 
they were told this will Inever happen. That's .what its going to 
take on not only issu~s ~elated to micro credit but every issue 
related to the eradicatiin of poverty. 

So take the success Ithat we've had today and store it away 
as an energy source whenever you become discouraged -- to 
cOl)tinue to go on, to rai'se your voices on' behalf of programs and 
policies' that we know cab make a 'difference. I hope that in the 
months .ahead as you talk~ith elected representatives, as you get 
those editorials placed, as you visit face to face with people 
who are making a differente in their own communities that you . 
will always be thinking of' how we can better communicate what you 
know and feel to others. I That is one of our great challenges how 
do we break through the b~izzard of communications going on now, 
to be able to pierce intol the consciousness of enough people in 
our various countries so they begin to understand what you know, 
what you have seen, what ~ill work. We have to, on behalf of 
these issues and the enti~e agenda of social development, think 
more clearly and strategitally about how to communicate 
effectively. I wish we c~Uld take every member of Congress to 
Bangladesh. I wish we.coufd take ever;y member of Congress to many 
of the model programs that work here in alleviating hunger, in 
providing .grassroots SUPP9rt for entrepreneurs, in doing much of 
the work that you know. will make a difference. 

. \ 

I wish we could have the opportunity for every member of 
Congress and every member of Parliament to have known Jim Grant 
- to have walked with him as he pulled out from his pocket his 
oral rehydration salts. But not everyone will have the 
experiences that many of tis have had. We, therefore, have to be 
their voices, their eyes, !their ears, their hearts and that is 
our primary challenge. Because, unless we can effectively . 
explain what the RESULTS ~genda is, what the Grameen Bank does, 
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why Jim Grant was so eff~ctive with low tech cost efficient ways 
of saving children's liv~s, there will be too many who still feel 
the,glass i~ half empty. I They too n7ed to be re-energized to, 
bel1eve aga1n that they ean make a d1fference. ' 

,I ' 

ISo much of what I see ahead of us isa real struggle to 
communicate clearly and~ffectively what you already know. To 
take that message, asSa~ was doing on the TV program whose clip 
we saw, into the board r60ms,into the legislative chambers, into 
the television studios where we will be met, as I have been met 
over an over again with Skepticism, with suspicion, with 
disbelief. But you know there is something about persistence. 
There is something about refusing to take, any 'of the opposition 
personally. Take it seriously because you need to learn how to 
respond to it, but don't ltake it personally. Be as committed as 
you are tonight, as voca] as you are tonight, as enthusiastic as 
you are tonight and keep after it day after 'day after day. 

Because as I said earlier, much of what we ,have to do is not 
, ,I. .'glamorous. Not all of us w111 get to be on TV shows 11ke Sam. 

Not all of us will be ablle to score any big victories even if it 
takes fifteen or twenty years like Muhammad but everyone of us 
can help bring aboutthos:e incremental changes, that light that 
goes on in somebody's head, that additional person reads that 
editorial, ,that individuall suddenly decides being an involved 
citizen is better than ju1st being a resident. And we may never 
know the names of all thel people whose work you will have moved 
and created but it will ,happen. Because I think we at the end of 
this century are on the btink of tremendous positive energy so 
long as we don't flag or give in. , 

I ' 

And there is no one kho represents ,that better for all of us 
than the man we have withlus tonight, who has just spoken to us, 
who it happens to be celebrating a birthday, today. He wasn't 
going to tell you that, ,II bet. But I have my ways and I know 
that it would make him vefY embarrassed if we were to sing, 
"Happy Birthday" to him, ~ut I think we ought to do it anyway and 
maybe we ought to do it with as big a voice, and as enthusiastic 
a singing,turnout as we c~n so that,it can,be heard all :the way 
to that v11lage that he took me to 1n Bangladesh where, for me, 
felt privileged to be the~e amongst 'so many people and 
particularly the women wh6 were turning their lives around who 
just a few years ago never, ever could have stood and talked with 
us about what was on their minds and hearts. So, as we sing, 
"Happy Birthday," let's r~ally re-commit ourselves to being able 
to sing and celebrate ailiof the results that will flow from the 
efforts we continue to undertake. Thank you all very much. 

### 
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