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It is a.great pleasure ‘for me to welcome all of you to the
White House this afternoon. I am delighted that we were able to
hold this event and to hﬁghlight‘the work that is being done in .
Delaware, and Maryland and Virginia and really what it represents
throughout the country. | I am so pleased that Dr. Lee Brown who

'is the Director of the Whlte House Office of National Drug

Control Policy has been able to work with many of you. in this

+ room and to brlng all of you together for this occaSLOn.

I want to start by saylng that thls is an exciting time to
be a young person in Amerlca.' It is also a very challenging

time. And I believe that too often, adults in America do not

celebrate the accomplishments and the success and the goodness of
our kids. And so for meithls afternoon, this is really a chance.
to 'say that I am proud that the vast majorlty of our children and
teenagers .do not join gangs, do not use drugs, are not commlttlng
violent acts, and I think it’s about. time that more adults said,

" We are proud of the chhldren and the teenagers in America."

And I would like every adult to say. that to a child or a teenager
in the next week. i

Now we know that many of the young people in this room and

-certainly many millions more around the country face the

challenge and the threaﬂ of drug use. And I know that there are
lots of pressures on young people to use drugs. That is why the
President and Dr. .Brown land the people working with them worked
so hard to pass a-piece |of legislation in the Congress called,
"The Safe and Drug Free |Schools Program." That is part of the
President’s entire stragegy to try to fight drugs and to try to
help kids who want to do the right thing, resist. the pressures
that they feel. o . |

The Drug Free Schools program already reaches students in
over 90% of our schools.| By giving communities across America:
the funding ‘and the tools to combat our nation’s drug problem at
its root. This program, that really tries to make our schools

"havens of safety for our children, can accommodate all different

kinds of community needs. As many of the people in this room

"know, the Recreatlon, Educatlon and Preventlon,program, called,

"REAP", that is represented here, encourages students to help
each other, to serve asnmentors,'or coaches, or friends for other
students. In addition, |another program that I know quite a bit
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These programs also provide adults

the chance to support the millions of young people who are not
giving into peer pressure and who are not involved with drugs.
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you’ve ever v151ted someone in ‘the hospltal who has smoked for a
long time and seen them hooked up to a machine that is breathlng
for them, if you’ve ever sat with them after: they’ve had the

"operation to remove the cancerous lung, you know that smoklng is

harmful and it -doesn’t matter how much money the tobacco lobby
spends to try to tell yop that it’s not, it is. It 51gn1f10ant1y'
increases the rlsk of cancer, heart dlsease, and resplratory

‘ailments.

" A national study recently released by the Center on’
Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University demonstrates -
another reason why tobacco smoking is so dangerous. Not only

 does it hurt your body -} and that is enough of a reason to stop

-- thereé’s also a very ‘strong relatlonshlp between young people
who start smoking 01garettes and“those who go on to use illegal
drugs. For example, the]study found that 90% of the children and
adults who used marijuana smoked:cigarettes or drank alcohol

" first, and that adults who smoked as children were three times
“more likely to use cocalne regularly than are adults who never

smoked as children. So tobacco products should be kept away from

‘children because they harm people, they make people sick, they

kill people, they cost us millions and hundreds of mllllons of
dollars. But they also are a' "gateway" experience to using

- illegal drugs.

Now, even though we|should support the programs that Dr.
Brown and the President have championed, and we should fight
against the efforts in the Congress to try to cut those programs
back when we need them so much, there really isn’t anything that
can .take the place of parents 51tt1ng down with children and
telling them the difference between right and wrong, the harm and
danger that flows from tobacco and drug use. This is something
though that should not walt until our children are teenagers, the

.lessons that lead a youngster to"be able to say "no," start as.
.soon as that baby comes home from the hospital. They start with

a relationship between’ mothers and fathers who care for their
babies, spend time with thelr babies, help their toddlers learn
how to be disciplined, are involved in reading stories and

- talking with their chlldren, become participants in their

children’s schooling. So that the entire conversation in a.
sense, starts from the beglnnlng ‘and never ends. .As we attempt
to show our children how [making good decisions is somethlng that
helps them and also helps those around them.

So I hope that as we hear in a few mlnutes first hand from
participants in REAP and‘DARE about how they are helping each
other and helping their communities to become’ safer places to
learn and grow. We will |also-think ‘about how the laws that are
passed, the people, who implement those laws, needs partners.

And those partners are 1d the homes of every s1ngle American
child. So it is a great pleasure for me now.to introduce someone
who has devoted his entire adult;life in trying to fight against
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ev11 and wrong d01ng as ja pollce offlcer and a pollce

" commissioner. Who has to understand what works. And was one of

the real pioneers in coﬁmunlty policing. And who is now leading
the fight on behalf of the President against drug use in this
country. Please join me in welcoming Dr. Lee Brown.
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