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TO. THE WOMEN'S CAMPAIGN OF THE UNITED"'JEWISH APPEAL 
1 '. ' 

C~YSTAL CI'l'Y,.VIRGINIA 

': MRS .. CLINTON : . 'Than~ you so much. Thank you. 'Thank you 
Suzie ·,for that introductton and :.,all of, your hard work as" . 
~videnced by this extraordinary conference. I'm glad to be here 
.with Lois and Richa~d, a*d Carol, and N~ttie. Your remarks were 

," 	 eloquent and moving.. An<jl.Rabbi,"I.have at l.east three thank 'you's 
for you 'after listening to your remarks."
'. .". , . .' I"',:· 
. The first i,s for imbuing my irrelevance' to my daughter with, . 

spiritual meaning·.-t ami so lucky '~'o:have a!10nderful daughter 
but ·those of ·usinthis room who either currently have. or have . 
ever' had ,teeI,lage::s kn<;>w~hat despite' one's be:>t., 7ffor'!=::>, you 

'. cross that l~ne ~nto ~rre~evance.and.you see~t ~n the~r eyes and 

you.see it:in ·their movihg, back 'and forth or it's anything else 

where ·they're saying thi1s is great but I've got better things to 


,do. , " , ./" " , 	 ' 
.j . . • . •. 

. 	 Secondly, thank yo~for express~ng, I th~nk, for so, many of , 
.. us what is' sometimes dif.f,icult to put into words. Talking' about 

the spirit~a~ 'dimE?~s~on·iof. one.' s, own ~ersona~ life c:>rth7 ne~~ 
for recogn~z~ng sp~r~tual ~mport~nce ~n our collect~ve. l~ves ~s 
. .'. 	 I··not easy because tllere are many.who have .attempted to force " 
.,spiritualitY'·into littlJ tinyb.oxes'. Wh'o have attempted to take 
religion arid use it·no,tlas,away f t6 welcoPle people into the. 
,fellowship of love,', but Ito draw' ~ ines bet.ween usf an.d to' be .able 
to t~lk about this is I think a'yerygoo'd way to. start this . 
'conference .. It's so 'important .andespecially today when, we do 
know there is a great hilinger;,for meaning ,in our lives that goes , 
beyond .the materia'l and/ a great,desire amongst many of us to' do 
what we canto create a more spiritual center i'n the lives of our 
families and ourc~mniun~ties and itts', important ,to think of it 
not only in abstract theological te~ms but.in theeve;ry'day.' What, 
Js it we. do everyday, inj,: 1:he way we' treat one another I in the way 
we resp6nd tq requests for help, in,,th. le~el of patience and' .' 
kin<;lness 'we show 'inour!c;>wn effor~s ,t~lquell,the,~nevitable . 

.d.es~re to control to ma'h~pulate~. Those are the .k~nds 'of daily . 
. questic;>f.1s that each ,c;>f IUS should" be:asking and, to put it into ...... that k~nd of tormat ~s r~,ery h~lpful for me, personally ~ 

. ,f:' rt!!!". 
\ .....~~.;/ 	
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• And finally, Rabbi, Ithank you for saying what you said about 
the peace process. It is never easy to do what the leadership of 
your country is attempting to do but as my husband has said, "One 
of the great challenges ~e face, not only in the Middle East but 
in many other parts of the world, is to have the courage to takes' 
risks for peace." And I Ijoin you in your words of support for 
what is being attempted and the importance that it holds, not 
only for those of us who Icare about and support Israel, but for 

, the entire human family. j 

I
I think it is signi~icant that you would start this 

conference with that kind of message. Because as we think about 
how to use the resourceslthat we have individually and 
collectively, I am ,as I ~lways a$ impressed by the level of 
commitment from UJA and trom the'Line of Judah and all of you who 
are a part of these on-g?ing eff9rts. 

I ' , ,
We often have to stop and ask ourselves what 1S the real 

meaning of what we are attempting to do. What ,is my contribution 
to that. Each and every6ne of you gathered here brings enormous 
contributions. You bring not only financial, mental, emotional, 
resources but you bring the spiritual ones as well. And too 
often in t~e world todayI we fi~d ourselves,being divid7d up as 
though we could be fragmented 1nto our var10US roles, 1nto our 
various concerns. I ' , 

'Much of' what you arjb trying to do by reaching out to those 
who nee~ help, b¥, taking, a stand on ~ehalf ,?f the, gre~ter eff,?rt 
that un1tes us, 1S to se.arch for a k1nd of 1ntegr1ty in what 1t• 

I 

means to be a human being and particularly a woman in today's , 
world. The work that ydu have done is an example of what happens 
when, as Betty said, wo~en from all walks of life with different 
experiences join togeth~r to make their voices heard and 
particularly on behalf df those who might not be heard otherwise. 

I ' 
I recently saw the)same kin'd of· energy and commitment at the' 

UN Conference in Beijing. That conference was intended to focus 
the world's spotlights on'the concerns that confront girls and 
women every single day throughout the world and to bring new 
respect and dignity to 1i:he work and the worth of girls and women 
-- and by doing so, to bring new strength and stability to 
families, communities, d:ountries, and our world. 

I· , 
What went on therel I thought, was very important because 

people came together fr?m more than 180 nations, not only to draw 
attention to issues tha~ matter, but also to share ideas about 
how we could do things better.'That is the kind of work you are 

,doing. When, you br·ing ~deasthat have worked in other parts of 
the world back to the Uhited states or when you take American 
ideas and transplant th~m elsewhere, you are helping to fertilize 

• 
that common ground and fommon good that needs so much 'attention 
and care today. I 

I 
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Too often the issuesl that you work on -- the issues that 
I've worked on for twenty,-five years, the issues that I saw being 
discussed and debated in iBeij ing -- are dismissed as "soft, 
issues", as women's issueis. Issues that don't really have much 
to do with the important Ipressing problems that face us across 
the globe. Issues that don't belong in the board rooms, or in 
the TV studios or, in thei corpor$.te offices around the world. 
But I think that is wron~. Because these issues, issues that 
could be broadly summed up as the Rabpi did how we love and allow 

I .,.' •ourselves to be loved, those lssues are hard lssues. They are 
the hardest issues we faqe as individuals and they are the 
hardest issues before uS/in the world today. 

Every country will ,rise or fall in the next millennium on 
the basis of how they cate for each other. It matters littie if 
they open new markets or expand trade, if their GDE and GNP and 
all those other initials go up if the quality of life amongst the 
people who live in these places deteriorates. And in today's 
world the pressures on all of us derived from complexity and 
modernism, from the info~mation age and technology, from 
alienation and that spirit and body-killing meaninglessness

'" I •• 

thoseE:::Y~::r:::si:et::r:O::d~O::e::e:r::so:~::~ knew it has a 

• 
stake in what was discussed in B~ijing. Women comprise more than 
half of the world 's popuilation. ~. In some parts of the world 
however, they are fallin1g rapidly,' as a percentage of the 
population because they i~re killid at birth, they are aborted 
because they are girls, they are denied medical care, they are 
not fed. And so in some countries that more than half is below 
'what is expected. I 

Women are 70% of the world's poor and two-thirds of those 
who are not taught to r~ad and write. Women take care, of most of 
the world's children, rJn the househOlds, combine not only those 
responsibilities but al~o with contributing to the income and 
economic survival of th~ir families. 

i 

. If women are healtby, educated, literate, safe from 
violence, and able to c9ntribute economically and politically; 
they will flourish and their families will flourish. And if 
families flouriSh, then/communities and nations do as well. That 
is why investing in thel lives of women and girls is one of the 
soundest investments any societYf.can make. 

We have seen in de~elOPing ~ountries, and even here in 
disadvantaged areas of our own, what happens when women are given 
,access to small loans, ~he kind ·of projects that are beginning to 
spring up around the world. They use them as seed money to 
create livelihoods for Ithemselves and to improve living 

• 
conditions for their families. . 
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When my daughter andl I were~in Bangladesh, earlier this year 
we visited some projects run by the Grameen Bank under the 
leadership of Dr. MOhamme~ Janus. We went to a village of 
untouchables outside a ci1ty named Jessore. They were Hindus and 
no one ever came to thei~ village but through these small loans 
over the last four years fom~n have begun to make income that 
they are using to buy th1ir children back from servitude where 
they had been sold so they could help support the family. They 
are seeking wells for better water. They are buying rickshaws 
for their husbands so th~t they can help contribute as well. 
They are adding milk cow~ and goats to the family livestock. 

When it was known i~ the area that I would be visiting this 
village, a neighboring v~llage that also was participating in t~e 
Grameen Bank efforts asked if I could come there as well and my 
schedule just couldn't e~pand to make that possible. So instead 
this village said could ~ur women come and join Mrs. Clinton. 
That was a remarkable qu~stion because that was a Moslem village 
in a predominately Mosle~ country. So when I came to this 
village, there were Rindt. women and Moslem women sitting together 
ready to tell me what ha~ happened in their lives since someone 
had invested avery smal~ amount of money but a very large amount 
of hope in their futures~ 

Those kinds of effolts are beginning to bear fruit. So what 
we saw in Beijing was no~ just another conference and not just a 
lot of rhetoric. If we :follow-up in all of the small ways we can 
individually and in the ~arger ways that groups like this can do 
and through businesses and governments make a commitment to girls 
and women, we will see progress and that progress will make our 
world safer, more prosp~rous, and more democratic. 

It begins with resJecting the human rights of all people and 
in parts of the world wtiere women are not considered valued. It 
means respecting their ~ights as well. It m~ans respecting 
decisions women make abdut their own families and ensuring that 
those decisions are fre~ from government coercion of.any kind. 
It means giving women tlie access,to health care throughout their 
life and the access to ~ducation0

I: . 
I was very proud of the American delegation that represented 

our country headed by oliIr Ambassador to the united Nations . 
,.. , I •• t •

Madel1ne Albr1ght. It was a d1st1ngu1shed group of forty-f1ve 
men and women, Republicb.ns and Democrats, liberals and 
conservatives, American~ of all walks of life. But to a person 
they were united in their commitment to making it possible for us 
to say and,for women to) believe everywh~re in the world they are 
valued, they have rightp , arid they should be given the 
opportunities to make tpe most of their God-given potential. 

It is no accident ~hat this conference, happening as it did 
where it did caused a l;ot of commotion and controversy. It seems 

I 4, 
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• whenever women's issues a~e discussed that happens automatically. 
But despite di.re predicti6ns the conference did lead us to an 
understanding of what we ban do to make the future better. 

And the issues are nJot onl; ones for China or India' or 
Africa. or South America. I They are also issues for us here at 
home. I have been meetin1g with groups of working women who are 
struggling to keep body' a1nd soul together, who are worried about 
their children's futures,1 their education, crime on the street, 
their access to health c~re -- th~ kinds of worries that are 
really at the forefront of any woman or any mother or any person 
who cares about.how she dan make' sure her family is going to be 
safe~ . I 

• 

As we look at what we need to do in· our own country, we have 
many blessings to be gra~eful for. Clearly our women.and girls 
have more opportunities than are even dreamed of in many parts of 
the world and that's one/of the reasons it was so important that 
American voices were heard. But we also have to understand what 
women and men in Americalare up against these days as well. 
Because, even though one has enough food on the table, one has a 
job, the insecurity that people live with today some of it 
directly related to this gnawing sense of meaninglessness in life 
makes people vulnerable to all kinds of pulls and pushes that 
appeal not to their hope~ but to their fears. That's why its 
more important than everlthat people like us speak out on behalf 
of a.positive vision fori the future, hold out the promise of hop~ 
wherever we are whateverlwe do, and understand that there are 
ways in our own lives tol build those solid foundations that give 
people the sense of secuFity that permit them to. love and be 
loved. I., . 

I '. . \ . 
I hope that this conference, whose itinerary looks so 

inviting to me that I wi1sh I could sit in the audience to hear 
many of your speakers, i:nspires each of you to think through what 
you and I can do better lin our own lives starting in our own 
homes and then branching out from there because the work ahead of 
us .is exciting work, it /truly is the work of trying to help build 
the future we all confront. And I am grateful that you have made 
a commitment, not only dn behalf of Jews around the world, but on 
behalf of what it means Ito be a human being as we approach a new 
century. That will be the critical issue. It may not be 
discussed much in polit~cal campaigns. It may be considered a 
soft or primarily a wom~n's issue but we know in our hearts that 
the hard work of buildirtg love and hope is the work of salvation 
for us and our children) Thank you all very much.. 

" 
I #1/## 
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