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Office rnf the Press Secretary 
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I 

For Immediate Release August 25, 1995 

, 
I 

STATEMENT, BY' THE PRESS SECRETARY 
I 
I 

I 
Upon the recommendat~on of the President's national security 

team, First Lady Hillary R_odham Clinton will be atte,nding the _,___ 
UN's Fourth World Conferehce-on Women in Beij ing next --month. As 
Honorary Chair of the u.sl Delegation, the First Lady will be at 

Ithe Conference on September 5 and 6. 
I 
I 

The Conference p;esehts a signifitant opportunity to chart 

further gains in the staths of women, including strengthening 

families, promoting and ptotecting the human rights of women, 

expanding women's particibation in decision-making and ensuring 

access to education and h~alth care. The First Lady's attendance 

reflects the profound cornlnitment of the United States to ensure 

that the Conference endorbes all of theSe goals.


i 

Although details of ~he First Lady's schedule are still to 
-be determined (and will b~ released shortly), she is expected to 
address the Conference an~ other fora sponsored by official and 
non-governmental organizaitions. 

# # # 

eO. 
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I 
For Immediate Release September 5, 1995

I 
'1, 

. I ..,' .,' ..
FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

I ,

REMARKS TO THE UNITED NATIONS ' , 
FOU~TH.WORLD GONFERENCE ON WOMEN 

BEIJ~NG, CHINA. I .,. . 
. II

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very.,much Gertrude 
Mongella, for your dedicated work that has brought us 
to this point . . " 'I' 

Distinguished delegates and guests', I would like 
I, • •to thank the Secretary General of the Un1ted Nat1ons. 

for inviting me to be part of .this important United 
Nations Fourth World Conf~rence on· Women. This is truly 
a celebration -- a celebrcition of the contributions 
women make in every aspect of life: in the horne; on the 
job" in the community, as Imothers, .wives', sisters, . 
daughters, learners, workers,citizens 'and leaders. '. 

" . It is also a corning t+gether, much the way women 
corne together everyday in every'country.

. I . . 

We corne together in f~elds and'in factories~ ,In 
village markets and supermarkets. In living rooms and 
board rooms. I 

Whether it is whiie pJaytngWith our children in 
the park, or washing. clotHes, in a river , or t,aking a 
break at the office water booler, ,we corne together.and 

,talk about our aspiratron~andconcerns. And time and 
again, our talk turns to o~r,children ,and'our families. 

. ' I.. .
However d1fferent we may appear, there 1S far mbre 

that unites us than divideS us. We share a common 
future. And we are here tol find common ground so that· 
we may help bring new dign,ity ~nd respect to women arid 
girls .all over the world -I:--' and in so doing, .bring riew 
strength and stability to )families as well. 

• 
By gathering in Beijin~, we are focusing world, 

attention on' issues thatmktter most in the lives of 
women and their families: ~ccess to education, health' 
care, jobs, and credit, tht chance to enjoy bas,ic legal 



I 

I 

I
I 

.;. ~ . 
~nd hUman rights and.to part1c1pate fully in the 

political life of their cbuntries. 


I I 

There are some who qu~stion'the reason for this. 

conference. '. " . I " , 


, Let them listen to the voices of women in. their 

homes, neighborhoods, and[workpla6.s. 


There are some who wohder whether the lives of 

women and girls matter to Ieconomic and political .' 

progress around the, globe; . • • Let them 10,ok at' the 

women gathered here and at Hairou~ . . . the .. 

homemakers, nurses" teachtkrs, l'awyers ,'policymakers, 

and women who run their o*n businesses. 
, ' I 

It is conferences likk this th~t compel
. • 

' 
.I 

governments anq peoples everywhere to llsten, loOk and, 
face the world's mostpress~ng problems. ' 

Wasn't it after the wlrnen;s conference' in Nair6bi 
ten years ago that the wOlhd focused for the' first time 
on the crisis of domesticlviolence? 

, I 
Earlier today, 'I participated in a World,Health,

• • I'Organ1zat10n forum. In tl1at forum we talked about w.ays 
that where government offiicials, NGOs, and individual 
citizens are working on waiys to address the' hea'l th 
problems of women, and girlis. . ...' . . 

Tomorrow, I ~lll atteJd.a gathering of ttie Uriited 
Nations Development, Fund fbr Women. There,' the. ' , 
discussion will focus on l~cal -- and highli succ~ssful, 
-.,.. program's that,'give hard-working women access to 
c::edit so th7y can. i~prove\ their own live!:?, and the. 
11ves of the1r fam1l1es. I ' • ' ' , I,. ' 

. What we are ,learning a:round the world is, th.at~ ,if 
women are healthy;and educ~ted, their families will 

• I" ' .' . •flour1sh. If women are free from v101ence,' the1r ' ' 
families will fl.our.ish. Ifll women have a chance to work 

and earn as full and equal partners in society, their 

families will' flourish. 'j 


And when fa~ilies'flou~ish, cbinmunities and 

nations will flourish.! . 


t 

That is why every womah, every man, every child, 

every family, and every nation 'on our planet ,does have 

a stake in the discussion that takes place here.
" . I ',' , , , , 

. Over the past 25 years~ I,haveworke'd persistently 

on issues relati~g to wome~~children and familles. 

Over the past two-and-a-half years, I have had the 


I ' • 
opportunit~to learn. more about the challenges- fac1ng 

, I' 



I 

I 

I' 
I 

women in my own country a!nd around th~ wot ld .~ 
I have met. new mothe~s in Indonesia, .who come 

tog~thet regularly in their village to discuss 
nutrition, family planning, and baby care. 

I have met ~orking pa~ents in. De~mark who talk 
about the comfort they fe~l .in kno~ingthat their . 
children can be cared fori in.creative, safe, and 
nurturing after-school.centers. . . . I . 


I have met women in South Africa who helped lead 
the ~truggle to~nd apart~eid and are riow helping build 

. I 

a new demo~racy. ':.1 . . . 
I have met with the leading women. ·of my own 

hemisphere who~ are working every day to'promote 
literacy and better health care for the children in 
their countries..' \". .: .. 

I have met women in India and Bangladesh who are 
taking out small loans tojbUY milk cows, rickshaws~ 
thread and' other materials to create a livelihood for 
themselves and their fami]ies. . 

1
I have met doctors and nurses in Belarus and 

Uk~~ine who are tr~ing to'~eep children alive in the 
aftermath of Chernobyl. .\ .' 

The great challenge o~ this60nference is to give'" 
voice to women everywhere ~hose experiences go 
unnoticed, whose words go unheard. 

womeri comprise more th1an half the world's 
population. Women are 70% bercentof the world'~s poor, 
and two-thirds of those who are not' taught to read and 
writ;.e·'i . , 

. . I .'. 
Women are the primary paretakers for most ,of the 

world's children ~nd elderly. Yet much, of the work we 
do is not valued --- n'ot byl economists, not by" '. 
historians, not by popularj culture, not by govermneht 
leaders., I '. , 

. " I 
At this very moment, a 1:; we sit here, women around 

the world are giving birth: raising children, 'cooking 
meals, washing clothes, cil~aning houses, planting 
crops, working on,assemblY\lines, running companies, 
and running countries~ 

Women al'so are dying f~o'm dis'ea:s~s that should' 

• 
have been prevented or tre~ted; they are watching their 

,children succumb to malnut~llition caused by poverty and 
economic deprivation; they are· being denied the right' . 

:" ' " 



I 

to go to' school by their lown fathers and brothers i they 
are being forced into pro1stitution,and they are being 
barred from the bank 'lend~ng office ,and banned from the 
ballot box. I 

I 

Those'of us ~h? ~ave ithe opportunitY,to, be ,here 
have the responslblllty to speak for those who could 
not.· . I 

As an American, I wan~ to spe?k up ~or women in my 
own country -- women who are ralslng chlldren on ,the 
minimum wage, women who ban'lt aff'ord health care or 
child care, women whose lives are threatened by 
violence, including violertce in their own homes. , L, 

, I want to speak up fot:- mothers who are fighting 
for good schools, safe neighborhoods, . clean air and 
clean airwaves. . . I ' 

, 'I 
... for older women,!some of ,them widows," who 

have raised their families and now find that their 
skills and' lifeexperfenc,~s are not valued, in the 
workplace. . . for women ~ho are working all night as ' 
nurses, hotel Cle,rks, and Ifast food chefs so that they 
can be'at home during the day with,their kids... and 
for women everywhere who ~imply don't have, time ,to do 
everything they are called upon to do each day. , I',' , 

Speaking to you today) I speak for them; just as 
Ieach of us speaks for women around the world who are, 

denied the chance to go.td school, or see a doctor, or 
own property, or pave as~y about the dir,ection of 
their lives, simply becau~ethey are women. ,

" . I. ' '" 
The truth is that most women around the world work 

botH inside and outsidet~ehome, usually by'necessity~ 
, I ' ' 

We·need to understand !toat.there is nO one formula 
for how women should lead rheir lives., ' 

That "is why' we 'must' respect the choices that each 
woman makes for herself an~ ,her family. Every woman 
deserves the chance'to rea~ize her God~given potential.

I ' 
I 

We, also must recognizel that women will never gain 
full dignity until their human rights are respected and 
protected. , ' 1,. ,,' " , 

, Our goals f9r this conference; to strengthen 
families and societies bY.~mpowering women ,to take 

• 
greater control over their Iown destinies, cannot be 
fully achieved unless all governments -- here and , 

'around the world -- accept their responsibility to 



j 

'\
I' 

,'I. '" 
'protect and pr~mote 1nte~nat10nally r~cogn1zed human 
rights. . 

. . j. . ' 
The '1nternat10nal commun1ty has ,long acknowledged 


-- and recently affirmed Ilat Vienna -~ that both women 

and men are entitled to a l range of protections: and 

personal freedoms, ,from the right of personal security 

to the right to .'dete,rmine fre~ly the number and spacing 

of the children they bear. 


No. on~ should b~ forced to remain silent for f~~~ 

of religious or POliticar1 persecution, a:rre.~t, abuse or 

tortur,e • , J ' ", 


',' Tragically, women are\ most oft.en ,the ones' whose , 

human rights are violated. ' 


, Even in the iat~ 20tJ century, the :r~pe~of wom~n ' 

continues to be, used, as an instrument of armed 

conflict'.. Women ,and childten make up a large majority 

of the world's ,refugees. And when wom'en areexclud~d 


from the political proces~, t.hey become even more 

vulnerable to abuse'. 'I · 


I beli~vethat, onth~ eve of a new millennih~, it 

is time to, break our silerice. It is time for us to say


" 'I ' 
herein Beijing, and the world to hear, that it is no 
longer acceptable to disc~ss women's rights' as separate' ' 
fro;m human :r;ights. , ",' I '. ' , ' 

These abuses have continued because, for too long, 

the hIstory of women ,has been a' history of silence.. 


1 ' , . ,
Even today, thereare.those who,are, trY1ng to s11ence 

our words. ,I, , . 


The voices Of' this codference' and of 'the ,women' at 
, I 

Hairou mu~t be heard loud lan.d clear: , 

It is a violation, of human rights when 'babies are 

denied food, or drowned, o;r 'suffocated" or their- spines 

broken, simply because they are born girls. ' . 


, I ' ' 

It t's a viol~tion of 'Human rights 'when women' and 
girls are sold int~ the;,sl~very of ~rostitution. 

. "" 1 . ' , ' ,
It 1S a v101at10n of human r1ghts when women are ' 

doused with ga'soline,set On fire and burned to death' 
becaus~ their marriage dowties are deemedtoo,smal~. 

It is a violation'of hhman rights 'when individual 
wom'en are raped in their own communities ahdwhen 

•
, thousands, of women are subnected 'to rape as a, tactic or 
prize of'war . 



It is.a,violation of human rights wh~n a leading 
catise of death worldwide:~mong women ages 14 to 44 is 
the violence 'they are subjected to in their ownho.~s 
by their own relatives. 

It isa violation of human rights when young girls 
are brutalized .bythe painful ,and degrading practice of 
genital mutilation •. ,I ' . . . . ' ., 

It is a,violation of human rights when women are 
denied the right to plan their owrifamilies, and that 
includes bein~ forced to have aborti6n~ or being 
ste~ilized against their will. 

If there ,is one message that echoes forth .from 
this conference, let it~e that human rights are 
women! s rights.'.,•• And! women' s ~ights are human 
rights, once, and for al1.1 

" Let us not: forget· that among tho;;e rights' are the 
right to speak freely. Ankl th'e right, to be .heard. 

Women must e~joy the \ri9ht t~pa~ticipa~e fully in 
the 'socialand political iives of·their countries if we 
want: freedom and democracy to thrive and endure. 

It' .'is indefensible thht many' women in 
non~governmental organizations who wished to·e participate in this confe~ence have not been able to 

I •• .attend or have been' pr0.tp.b1ted from fully taking 
p~rt. r . , 

I 
I , ' 

Let me be clear. Freeaom means the right of people 
.to assemble, organize, and debate. openly. It means 
respecting the views of those who may, disagree with the 
views of ,their government~. .It means not taking 

" • '... l " '.. '.c1t1zens away from the1r loved ones and. Ja111n9 them, 
mistreating them, or denying them· their freedom or 
dignity because of the pe~ceful expression'of their 
ideas and opinio~s. I '. 

. ' " I ' , , ' 
In my' country, we recently celebrated the 75th 

. I 

anniversarY,of,women's su~frage. ~t took.150 years, 
after the s1gn1ng of 'our Declarat10n of .Ind~pendEmce 

1for women to win the right to 'vote. ' , 
. . \' . ' ,

It 'took 72 years 
" 

of -orlgan1zed struggle' on the part 
of many courageous women and men. . 

, It was one of AmericaJs most divisive' 

• 
philosophicai wars. But itl was also a b;Loodless war .. 
Suffrage was achieved without a shot fired . 

, I 
I 



• 

.. h 1 b ' ..' . b'
I. 'd d

We ave a so een re~1n e , 1n V~J Day 0 servances 
last weekend, of the good that comes when men and women 

I l '. 

tO~:t~~~e~~~~~~o combat ihe ~or~es of tyranny and bu,ld 

We have seen peace preva1l 1n most ~laces for a 
half century. We have av6ided'another, world war.I· .' . 

But we have not solved older, deeply-rooted. 
problems that continue td diminish the potential .of 
half the world's populat~on. '. ' 

Now 'it is time to act1 on behalf,of'~om~h 
everywhere. I 

'If we take bOldstepd to better the lives' of . .'women, we w1ll be' tak1ng Ibold,steps to better the lives 
of children. and families ~oo~ , , 

Families', rely on, motHers. and wives for emotional 
support andcarei" familie1s. rely .onwomen for 'labor in 
the homei and increasingl~, families r~ly on women for 
income needed to raise he~lthy children and care for 
other r~latives. .' I .. 

As ,long as discrimina!tion a~d, inequities remain so 
commonplace around everywpere in the world -- as long 
as girls and women are va~ued less, f~d less, fed last, 
overworked, underpaid, not schooled and subjected, to 
violence in and out of th~ir homes -.:... the potential of 
the h~man family to creat~ a peaceful, proSPerous wprld 
will not 'be reali~ed. 1 

Let this conference be our. --, and the world 's -

call to action. . .1 . ' . ,,' , 

Let us heed the call so that we can create a world 
in which every woman is tteated with respect and 
dignity, 'every boy: ,and gitl is love'd and, cared for 
equally,and every, familylhas the hope 'of a strong and 
stable ,future. .'. j 

That is the work before you, that is the work 
before all of us, ~ho hav~ a vision of the world we 
want to see 'for our child:ri-en and 'our grandchildren. ' 
The time is now. We must Imove beyond rhetor~c, we must 
move beyond recognition of problems, to ~orking 
tog~ther, to have the com~on efforts to build that 
common ground we hope to see. 

• 
God's blessings o~ yol, your work and. all who will 

benefit from it. Godspeed and thank you very much. 
, , . 

###, 
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For ,Immediate Release 

Remarks by Firs~ Lady Hillary RodhamCli'nt6li 

to the united Nations Fourth World ConferenCf!'on Women 


Beijing, China 


MRS. CLINTON: Mrs. Mongella, Und~r Secretary Kittani, 
distinguished delegates a~d guests: , 

I would like to thank the Secretary General of ,the United 
Nations for inviting me tb be part of the United Nations Fourth 
world Conference on womenl. This is truly, a celebratio:i'r-a " 
celebration of the contributions women make in every aspect of 
life: in the home, on the job, in their communities,' as mothers, 
wives, sisters, daughters, learners, workers, citizens and 
leaders.' " ' 

It is also a coming~ogether, much the way women come 
together every day in every country. 

, We come together in fields and in factories. In village 
markets and supermarkets.f In living rooms and board rooms. 

, Whether it is while playing with our children in the park, 
or washing clothes in a rliver, oi-taking a break at the office 
water cooler,we come tog~ther and talk about our aspirations and 
concerns. And time and ag~in, our talk turns to our children and 
our families. However different we may be, there is far more that 

I ' 

unites us. than divides uSI. We share a common futu~e. And a~ew7here to f1nd common ground so that we may help, br1ng new d1gn1ty 
, , I • ' •and respect to women and g1rls allover the worl~nd 1n so' , 

doing, bring new strengthl and stability to families as well. 
By gathering in Beijdng, we are focusing world attention on 

issues that matter most ih the lives of women and their families: 
access to education, heal~h care,jobs and credit, the chance to 
enjoy basic legal and human rights and participate fully in the 
political life of their cbuntries. 

There are some who qpestion the reason for this conference. 
Let them listen to the voices of women in their homes, 

neighborhoods, and workpl~ces. 
, There are some who wbnder whether the lives of women and 

girls matter to economic ~nd political progress around the globe. 
, .' Let, them look at thei women gathered h7re and. at Huairou-the 
homemakers, nurses, teachers, lawyers, pol1cymakers, and women 
,who run ,their own ,busines1ses. ' , ' 

It' is conferences like this that compel governments and 
people eVerywhere to listl~n, look and ,face the world's most 
pressing problems. 

Wasn't it after t~f romen'slconference in Nairobi ten years 

WHITE HOUSE 
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" , 

'. 
1 

ago that the world focusJd for the first time On the crisis of ' 
do~estic,violence? :1 

. Earlier today, I par1ticipated in a World Health Organization 
forum, where government officials, NGOs, and individual' citiz'ens 
are work!ng on ways to address the h~alth problems of women and 
girls. I . ' ' , 

Tomorrow, I will attend a gathering of the United Nations 
Development Fund for wome1n. There,' the discussion will focus on 
.,' I " 

local-and highly successflul-programs that give hard-working-women 
access to credi.t so they lcan improve their own lives and the" ' 
.liVes of their families. 

What we are learningl around the world is that if wonien are 
healthy and educated, their families will flourish. If women are 
fr'ee from violence, t:heirl families will' flourish. If womeh. have a 
chance to work and earn las full and equal partners in society, 
their families will flou~ish.' , 
'. . And w~en families fl1ourish, communities and nations 
w~ll flour1sh. , 

That is why every woman, every man, every child; every 
f~milY, ,and every nation ~n our ~lanethas a stake in the 
d1Scuss10n that takes plape here., . ' .' ' 

• 
Over the past 25 yea~s, I have worked persistently on issues 

relating to women,. childr:en and families. ove~ the" past '.' / 
two-and-a-:-half years, I have had the opportun1ty to learn more 
about the challenges facihg women in my own country and around 
the world. I . ' 

I have met new mothe~s in Jojakar.ta, Indonesia, who come 
together regularly in the1ir village to discuss nutrition, family 
planning, and baby c~re. I, , . . .,

I have met work1ng parents 1n Denmark.who talk about the 
comfort they feel in know~ng that their children can be cared for 
in creative, safe, and nu~turing after-school centers. 

I have met women in 'South Africa who helped, lead .the 
struggle t'o end apartheidl and are now helping build a hew 
democracy., 

I have met with the Qeading women of the Western aemisphere 
who are working every dayl 'to promote literacy and better health 
care for the children of \their" countries . 

. I have met women in IIndia and Bangladesh who are taking out 
small loans to buy milk cbws, rickshaws, thread and other 
materials to create a liv~lihood for themselves and their 
families. . I 

I have met doctors and nurses in Belarus and Ukraine who are 
trying to keep children aG.ive in the aftermath of Chernobyl. 

The great challenge bf this Conference is to give voice to 
women everywhere whose experieI:1ces go unnoticed, whose words go 
unheard. I 

,Women comprise ·more ~han ,half ,the ,world '.s lJ?optilation.. women 
are 70% percent of the world's poor, ,and two-th1rds of those who 
are, not taught to read and write. . , . " . 

• 
Women are the primar~ caretakers for most of the world's 

cfiildren'and elderly. Yet much of the work we do is not 

2 
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• vaiued-not by economists, not by historians, not by popular 
culture, . not' by government leaders. . ', 
'. At this very mbment ,I as we sit here, women around the wor'ld 
are giving birth, raising children, cooking meals, washing 
rilbthes, c. leaning houses'l planting cr.ops, working on assembl~ 
lines, running companies, and running countries. .•. 

. Women also are dying from diseases that should have been 
prevented or treated; they are watching their children succumb to 
malnutritioh"caused by pdverty and economic deprivation; they are 
being denied the righttd go to school by their own fathers and 
brothers;. they are being Iforced into prostitution, and theya.re 
being barred from the bank lending office and banned from the 
'ballot box. I, 

. Those' 'of us who have the opportunity to be here have the 
.. , ". I,respbnslblilty to speak fior those who could not. 

'As an American, I want to speak up for women in my own 
country--women who are rai1sing children on the minimumW'age, women 
who can't afford'health dare or child care, women whose lives are 
threatened by violence, ihcluding violence in their own homes. ' 

, : I want to sl?eak up" fpr mothers ~ho are f ightil!g for good . 
schools, safe nelghborhoods, clean, alr and clean alrwaveSi for 
older women, some of t'heml widows, w~o have raised their fa:milies 
and now find that their skills and life experiences are not 

• 
valued in the workplace; ~or women who are working a.ll night as 
Jiurses', hotel clerks, andl fast food cooks so that they can. be at 
home during the day with tlheir kids; and for women everywhere who 
simply don't have time to do everything they are called upon to 
do each day.' . " 

. Speaking to you today, I speak for them, just as each of us . 
speaks for women around the world who are denied the chance to go 
to'school, or see a doctor, or own property, or have a say about 
the direction of their liyes, simply because they a.rewomeh.The 
truth is that most women around"the world work both'inside and 
outside the home, usuallyl by necessity. " . 

, We need to understand that there is no formula for how women 
should lead their 'lives. I . '.' '. ... ' 

That is why we must respect the choices that each woman 
makes f~r herself an~herl famil~.' Every woman deserves the chance 
to reallze her God-glven potentlal. " 

'We also must recognize that women will never gain f~ll 
dignity until their human Irights are respected a'nd protected. 

. Our goals for this Conference, to strengthen families and 
,. • • I . '.socletles by empowerlng women to take greater control over thelr 

I , 

own destinies, cannot be fully .achieved unless all 
governments-here and arourtd the world-accept their responsibility 
to protect and pr6mote in~ernationally recognized human rights. 
. . The international corttmunity has long acknowledged-and 
recently ,affirmed at Vienrta-that:both women ,and.men ,are entitled 
to a range of protections!and personal freedoms, from the right 
of persona.l security to tae right to determine freely the number 

• 
and spacing of, the childnkn they:' bear • 

j 

http:theya.re


. . . . ~o one. shou~d. be fo~ced to. remain silent for fear. of 
relJ.gJ.ous or polJ.tJ.cal persecutJ.on, arrest l abuse or torture . 

. ' . TragiCallY.,.. women a!.ille most .often the on.es 'Wh.os. e human right.'s• 
I 

are violated. " , 
. Even in the late 20th century, the rape of womEm ,continues 

to be used as an instrum~nt of armed conflict. Women and children 
make up a larg~ major~t~ jOf the world's refugees. When women are 
excluded from·the polJ.tJ.cal process, they become even more' 
'Vulnerable to abuse ~ I 

I believe that l on tlhe eVe of a new millennium l it is time , 
to break our silence. It lis time, for us to say here in Beijing, 
and the world to hear, that it is no longer acceptable to discuss 

. women's rights as separat1e from human rights. 
These abuses have co1ntinued because I for too long, the 

history of women has beenl a history of silence. Even today, there 
are those who are trying ito silence our words. . . . 

The voices of this conference and of the women at Huairou 
must be heard loud and cl~ar: '," 
. . It is a violation ofl human rights when babi'esare denied 
food, or drowned, or suffocated, or their spines broken, simply

• IbeCause they are born gJ.r[s.. . 
It is a violation oflhuman j:ights when women and girls are 

sold into the slavery of prostitution. 

.' 

It is a violation ofl human rights when women are doused with 


gasoline l set on fire and burned to death because their marriage 

dowries are deemed too small . 


.It is a violation ofl human rights when individual women are 
raped in their own commun~ties and when thousands of women are 
subjected to rape as a tabtic or prize of war. 

. It is a violation oflhuman rights when a leading cause of 
death worldwlde among women ages 14 to 44 is the violence they 
are 'subjected to in their own homes. 

It is a violation of human rights when young girls are 
brutalized by the painful and degrading practice of genital 
mutilation. . 

It is a violation of human rights when women are denied the 
right to plan their own families, and that includes b'eing forced 
to have abortions or being sterilized against their will. ' 

If there is one message that echoes forth from this 
conference I it is'that hu:lnan rigl1ts are women's rights--and 
women's, .rights are human fights. t Let us not forget that' among 
those rights ,are the right to speak freely-and the right to be 

h~ardwomen must enjoy the/right ~o participate fUlly·in.the 
social and political lives of their ~ountries if we want freedom 
and d~mocracy tothri ve aha endure. ." ' . . 

It is indefensible t~at many women in non.governmental 
organizations.who.wished to participate in ;this ·.confe·rence ,have 
not been able to attend-Or have been prohibited from fully taking' 
part. " I' .' 

• 
, Let me be clear. Freedom means the right of people to 

assemble, organize, and d~bate openly. It means respecting the 
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.views of those who may disagree with the' views of their 
governments. It means no~ taking citizens away from their loved 
ones and jailing them, mistreating them, or'denying them their 
freedom or dignity'becau~e of the peaceful expression of their 
ideas and opiniohs. "1 . . . . . . 

In my country, we recently celebrated the 75th anniver~~ry 
of wpmen's sUffrage. It took 150 years after the signing of oUr 
Declaration of Independerlce for women to win the right to vote. 
. It took 72 years of !organized struggle on the' part of many 
courageous women and men. It was one of America's most divisive 
philosophical wars. But it was also a bloodless war. Suffrage was 
achieved without a shot ~eing fired. ..... . 

I .. . : . We have also been reminded, 1n V-J Day observances last 
weekend, of the good that comes when men.and women join together 
to combat the forces of ~yranny and build a better world. 

We have seen peace prevail .in most places for a half 

century .. We have avoided lanother world war. ,'. 


. But w.e h~v~ ~ot sOlv1ed ol.d~r, deePI.y-rootedP..robl.ems that

cont1nUe to d1m1n1sh the potent1al of'half the world's 
population. . . . ,., . 

Now it is time to act on behalf of women everywhere. 
If we take bolp ste~s to better the live~ of women, we 

will be taking bold step~ to better the lives of children and ' 
families. t<;>o. . . .' . . . l .' '. . ..... .' 

. Fam111es rely on mouhers and W1ves for emot10nal support and 
carej families rely on wdmenfor labor in the homej ahd 
increasingly, families rehy on ,women for income needed to raise 
healthy children and car~ for other relatives. 

As long .as discrimiriqtion and inequities remaih so 
commonplace around the wdrld-as long as girls and 'women are 
valued less, fed less, f~d last, 'overworked, underpaid, not 
schooled and subjected td violence in and out of their home&-the 
potential of .the human falmily to;' create a peaceful, prosperous 
world will not be realiz~d. :.' . . . . 

Let this Confer~nce Ibe our-and the world'9--'Call to action. 
And let us heed the call so that we can create a world in .. 

which every woman is treated with respect and dignity, every boy 
.a~d girl is loved ang. ca~ed for equally, and every family has the 
hope of a strong and stalJtle future. 

Thank you very much_/ 
God's blessings on ~ou, your work and all who will benefit 

from it. 

### 


