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all over again. I grew up
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looklng at all of the name
up there so proudly, the v
when I was a very small gi
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Thank you all for making me feel so
51ty Thanks to the President and- the
aculty menmbers, regents, alumni and
But most of all, thank you, the
95 for inviting me to share in this
lso ‘want to congratulate thé parents,
of the graduates gathered here. Your
t, your 'sacrifice are all reflected in
warded today. I want to- thank you, not
‘own children and family members, but
the future of our country, because it
you can ever make by -educating ‘the
us today.

here in Minnesota. I’ve never been to
I walked in and it was 11ke deja vu

‘State where my father went to school
couldn’t help but think as I sat here
s of the schools and seeing Minnesota
ery first time I came to this ‘state

rl on the train with my mother and ny
.We came in the middle of the sumnmer,

in Chicago, " where I was a rabid fan of

father and my baby brotherl
in what was then at least, |in the very early 1950’s, a real heat
wave. And my earliest memory of Minnesota was holding my
father’s hand as we got out of the train statlon, looklng ‘for I
suppose a cab, and seeing a crowd of people, 'going up to see what
-they were d01ng, and apparently there had been bets about how hot
it was, since it hadn’t gctten that hot for a long time, and

. somebody, maybe it was Roger s radio statlon, had said it was hot
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was a crowd of people surroundlng some men who were trylng to fry
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As I grew older I learned a lot about this state, and I
learned about its commltment to solving problems and investing .in
a better: future. And that is somethlng that the people here have
always acted on. And so for me, coming here is a way of
reiterating not only the Belief I have in the importance of
education, but in- applaudﬁng this state for what it has stood for
with its support for education over now 125 years with this
college. Minnesota has aﬂways stood out for its leadership in
ideas and moral purpose. "If you think about the alumni that have
made their marks, there are so many it would be difficult to list
all of them.. But certalnly it is hard to come to this University
without thlnklng about Hubert ‘Humphrey, who learned and taught -
here,. and was one of our ﬁatlon ‘s most beloved leaders. Or to
think about Vice President! Mondale, now our Ambassador to Japan,
another Minnesota graduatel. The list could go on and: on, because
the contributions you have| made of the names we recognlze, and
the names we may not know but those who are giving service every

 day, stands more eloquently than anythlng I could say.

. But I think it is 1mportant on thls 125th annlversary, to
take stock in where we as a country, where Minnesota as a state,
happens to be. There is ajlot of talk today about how government
can do no good, how government is to blame for all ‘that is wrong
in our society, and I thlnk it is worth a moment or two of :
reflection, as to what government has meant in the lives of all
those who have' learned and taught and gone on to.lead and build
from this college and university. Tens of thousands of people --
immigrants, refugees, rlchl poor, of all cultures, races,  and
backgrounds, have come here and educated .themselves. And it all
started because of one federal act. signed in 1862, the Moral Land .
Grant Act, that establlshed our remarkable system of land grant
universities. Think of the vision it took,  at the beginning of
the Civil War, when certalnly people’s anx1et1es and fears were
- at a fever pitch, to pass an act that thought not about the war
at hand, or the next year or two, but about continuing to build
this country we treasure and love. We need to be reminded of our
history. We need to reallze that we did not just get here in.
this country with so many ble331ngs by a001dent ., Many, many
others have gone before., «

But instead of support and appreciation for education today,
we see a movement' among us {to undermine education. We see some
among us who would knock down the ladders of opportunity after
they themselves have already reached the top rung. For
generations, education has been the gateway to oppertunlty ‘and,
whenkmarried with responsiblllty, has been the recipe for the
American Dream. = Education |is not just about acquiring facts, or
even about’ acqulrlng skills to prepare onesgelf for a career. It
. is also about learning how {to meet the challenges of one’s time.
How to solve problems and adapt to new circumstances. How to go
forward into the world with ‘the spirit-and optimism that Eric
talked about., It is abopt building a deeper understanding of the
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' Amerlca, we deny the opportunlty of preschool and Head Start to

thousands of children. ‘We

deny tens of thousands of elementary

school students the resources they need to improve their reading

and math schools. We deny
to young people. And most
opportunity for college to|
the availability of loans,:
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challenges, or ones beyond
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cruelly of. all we deny the
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1Ir country cope with either internal

our borders. We now have limitless °
We are all grateful for the end of

the Cold War and the rise of democracy in places where

totalitarianism was once. the rule.

We see people all over the

globe seeking to emulate American ideals and to have the kind of |

education that we take for’

granted here. And yet we ourselves

are suffering from questlons and- concerns: about how we shall move

into the future.

We have seen v1v1d1y

"and abroad to undermlne the values '’ ‘we hold dear.
civility and community, - of’
We see antipathy replac1ng empathy..
Cynlclsm replac1ng hope.

unity.
. listening.

1n the last months forces working here
- The values of
sacrifice and service, of peace and’
Shouting replacing
‘And we all suffered to see

terrorlsm explode 1n the: heartland of Amerlca.

And yet I don’t need to say to- thls audience that many of

our citizens feel their lives are out of synch.

As families try

to cope in today’s world, they are confronted by burdens and

L
pressures that were unknown

and even unimaglnable in the past.
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From the fears that come with corporate downsizing, to the
reality of stagnant wages, increasing college tuitions, shrinking
financial aid, two-parent \working families, single-parent working
famllles...all of the problems we live and know so well. It is
no surprise that many ‘Americans feel under stress. Our lives
today seldom evoke 1mageslof Lake Woebegon. Instead there is a
sense that nothing is permanent in our society -- not families,
not neighborhoods, not jobs, not relatlonshlps. So instead of a
working class or a middle [class, we have what is now referred to
as an anxious class. We flnd ourselves in a society that has
~accumulated more material Wealth over the years.. We are
bombarded with knowledge about our world.:  But in many ways, we
are far less hopeful and secure than our parents and grandparents
who had so much less. ;

t

.80 how do we address the stress and anxiety? . How do we try
to create a sense of permanence in a time of unending change? '
How do we recreate an ethos -of civility? How do we build
character? You cannot do ht without believing in .and investing
in education. You cannot. do it without understandlng the direct
connection between the quallty and avallablllty of education in
this country, and our belng able to once ‘again ground ourselves.

- It is partlcularly 1r9nlc that those who- profess to worry
most about values in Amerlca are on a crusade to . diminish federal
support for education and obllterate the National Service progranm
known as Americorps, that the President launched last year. It
is a false debate to pit aldlscu5510n about values agalnst the
‘'real economic concerns of the American people. It is not
either/or. 1It.is both/andl We need both a strong econhomy that
protects jobs and values that we want our children to be raised
‘by. And what better example than Natiorial Service of what we
mean by taking economic and educational opportunity and marrying -
it with values. The values you get from tutoring children,
building homes for the elderly, worklng with police officers,
cleaning up the env1ronment immunizing children. National
Service is built on very old -fashioned values of hard work,
discipline, and community service. The men and woméen who serVe
do so because they want to|help people. And in return they get
some small assistance with|their education that not only helps
them, but helps us as-a country.

" But there are somnme who say, "We don’t need to do that."
They want to send a message ‘to these young people that caring
about the larger communlty isn’t valued mnch in our society.
Education and service are not in their view, important goals.

But education and service, |as you know so-well at this oollege,
are about. building character and civility and permanence. It is
not that Americans lack character or the abllrty to be civil. ' It
is that our society too often has stopped rewarding those things.
Just look: around you. In our political debates, it -is the person
who can be the meanest, the nastiest, the quickest with the
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So whether we belong |to Geheration X, Y, or Z, each of has

the opportunity 'in our own way to make clear what values really

matter. And we also can make a difference with those values in
the lives of people we love and care. about. Education matters.
Kindness matters. Truth matters. Patlence, hard work,
tolerance, empathy, dlSClpllne ~- all of these matter.
Forgiveness matters, and gratltude matters, especially on a day

"like today. So I hope you will take this education, all of you

who graduate today with the hopes and dreams, and I suppose some
anxieties as well, value this educatlon that so many have
sacrificed to glve to you, and stand up for the education of ,

-others.

I have no idea what "Skl;U-Mah" means,- but I know that it"

-must mean something very upllftlng and encouraging, since you

yell it all the time. And so whatever it means, fill it with
meaning for your life, and use it as a technlque. Whenever you
feel flagging, whenever you think the world is too much with you,
say to yourself, "Ski-U- Mah " and let it mean whatever you want -
it to mean. And-at the same time know that we celebrate today
not only the promise you hlold for your own lives, but for the .
promise we know you hold for' this University, this state, and our
country. Thank you and God speed on your journey.
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