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. Remarks by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, 

a t the University of IMinnesota Commencement ceremonies", 


",'. . . MinnrpOliS. Minn •• sota· ... 

MRS.. CLINTON: Thank IYou.· Thank you very imlch. Thank you. 
, Thank you Senator ,Wellstonie'for that introduction deliVered in 

-your usual low-key man~e:r:.1 .Thank you' all for makin<lli1e feel so 
welcome here at the Un1vers1ty.Thanks to ,:the Pres1dent 'and ,the 
Dean and administrators, f6.cultymembers, regents, .alumhi and 
friends of this universityl., But most of all,. thank you, the 
members of the class'of 1995 for inviting me,to sha.re in this 
celebration. with you. I aa.sowcmt to congratulate the parents, 
and relatives, and friendsi of the graduates gathered, here. YCjUr 
support, your encouragement, y~jUr'sacrifice are all reflected in 
the degrees that will be a~arded today. I want to-thank you, not 
only, for investing in your! own children and family members, but 
thank you for investing" in the future of our country, because, it 
is the soundest investment you can ever make by-educating the ' 
young men'and women before us today. 

~ . 
',. 

I am so' pleased to be here in Minnesota. I've' never been :to' 
a sporting event here, but I,walked in, and Jt was like deja vu 
allover again. I grew up ih Chicago, 'whe:r:e I Y{as a' rabid fan of 
both the Big Ten and Penn -state where my father'went to school 
and played football, ~nd I jcouldn'the'lp but think as I, sat here 
looking at all of the names of the schools and seeing Minn'esbta 
up there so proudly, the v4.ry first time I ,came to this 'state ' 
when I was a very smallgi:tl, on the ,train with my mothera'nd my 
father and my ba'by 'brother J ,We came in the' middle. of the summe'r, 
in what was then a~ least/lin, the ,:ery early 1950's~'a real heat 
wave. And my ear11est memory of M1nnesota was hold1.ng my , 
father's hand as we got out. 'of the train station, looking for I 
suppose a cab, and seeing cl. crowd of people, 'going up to see what 

. they were doing"and appar~ntlY there had be~n bets about how hot 
it was,since it ,hadn't gotten that ,hot for ,a' lbnt]' tiine, and 

, somebody ,maybe it was Rog~r's radio statiOJ1, had ,said it was hot 
enough to fry eggs on the ~treets of the Twin Citil?s. And there 
was a crowd of people surrdu:ndingsom~ men who were't;ry:j.ng to fry 

.. ,t•• '., , . ' eggs on the' s1dewalks of th1S C1ty. So for years, I, thought 
Minnesota was in the hot pa'rt qf the uriitectstat'es. I never 
couid figure it,out geographically, because it was north of 
Chicago which was really cch'd. ' ' , 
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As I grew older I learned a' lot about'this state, and I 

learned about its commitme!nt to. solving pr<?blems and investing ,in


I 	•• , .' a better future. And that. l.S somethl.ng that the people here have 
. 	 I. ".. ..always acted on. And so for me, coml.ng here l.S away of 

reiterating not only the Belief I have in, the importance of 
education, but inapplaud~ng this state for what it haS stood for 
with its support 'for education over now 125 years with this 
college. Minnesota,has a]ways stood out for its leadership in 
ideas and moral purpose. ' IIf you think about the alumni that have 
made their marks, there a~e so many it would be difficult to list 
all of them .. But certainl,y it is hard to come to this University 
without thinking about Hu~ert.Humphrey, who learned and taught· 
here" and was one of our nation's most beloved leaders. Or to 
think about Vice Presidenti Mondale, now our Ambassador to'Japan, 
another Minnesota graduatel. The list. could: go on and· on, because 
the contributions you have made of the names we recognize, and 
the names we may not know but those who are'giving-service every' 

I .' 	 .day, stands more eloquentl;y, than anythl.ng I could say. 

But I think it is impbrtant on this 125th anniversary, to 
take stock in where we as h country, '. where Minnesota as a state, 
happens to be. There is al lot of talk today about how government 
can do no good, how governtnent is to blam'efor all that is wrong 
in our society·, and I think it is worth a moment or two of 
reflection, as to what govkrnment has meant ih the lives of all 
those wl.:0 have' learned a~dl ta';lght and gone onto l lead. arid build' . 
from thl.s college and unl.versl.ty. Tens'of thousands of.people - ­
immigrants, refugees, rich~ poor, of ali cultures, races,' and 
backgrounds, have come here and educated ,themselves. And it all 
started because of one fed~ral act,signed in 1862,the Mora;I. Land 
Grant Act, that established our remarkable system of land grant 
universities. Think of th~vision it took, ,at the beginning of 
the Civil War, when certaihly people's anxie,ties and fears wereI '.'.' . . , 
at a fever pitch, to pass an act that thought not'about the war 

. I 	 • •. . • 
at hand, or the next year 0r two, but about, contl.nul.ng tobUl.ld 
this country we treasure ai.lCi love. We need to be reminded of our 
history. We need to reali~e that we did not just get here in, 
this country with so many~lessings by accident., Many, many 
others' have gone before., I . ' 

, "j 	 . , 
But instead of support. and appreciation for education today, 

we see a movementarnong us Ito undermine education. We seeSOl1le 
among us who would knock down the ladders of' opportunity after 
they themselves have already reached the top rung. For 
generations, education haslbeen the gateway:to opportunity and, 
when married with responsibility, has beel)'the recipe for the 
American Dream•. Education lis not jU$t .about acquiring facts, or 
even about'acquiring skills to prepare oneself for a career. It 

" 	is also about learning how Ito meet the ,challenges of one's time. 
How' to solve problems and adapt to new '.circumstances. How to go 
forward into the world with :the spirit >"and optimism that, Eric 
talked about. It is abo~t building a.deeper understanding of the 
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complexity of human civil.ilzation. Understanding our history, 
knowing that,there is muchwe,can learn from 'those who came 
before.' DefIning one's p:llace in, the worid, and figuring out how 
~~. live in a way that doe1 honor to thos'e who' have believed 'in 

Education is also, not, if it ever were, a one-shot deaL, 

There are all kinds'of pe~ple in our society today who,need'td 

learn and want to learn~, ·..IThey range from the ·very . young to the 


'very old.. They are all .kl!nds of people. who recognlze that the 
challenges of theglobale'conomy are such that they can only be 
met by a spirit oflearnidg . ,But tragically as,weall know ' 
today, there is a movementl afoot in state capitals, and the 
nation's capital,toretreiat, on ,America's historic commitment to> 

. 	education funding. .It is laretreat "marked by a rattier unusual 
argument. . One that says~ Islashing education' funding is for, the 
good of our children. Und'er this skewed IOgtc" cutting back on 
education .will enable' us, lin., some IlJiraculous way, . to provide more 
and better opportunities t~an we now:enjoy. Nothing cduldbe '. 
further from the truth'. If we sound the retreat on education in 

• ' , 	 ! • " ", ','

Amerlca, we deny the oPPQrtunlty of preschool and Head start to 
thousands of children. ,we] ,denY' tens 6~ tho,;!sands of e~ementa~y .. 
school students the resources .they need to lmprove thelr readlng 
and math schools. We denyl summer" jobs ~nd learning opp6rtunities 
to young people. And most I' 'cruelly of· .al,l, ,we deny the 
oPPC?rtUl;ity. f<;>r college to' mil~'iohs ,of Aml?r;icans. by. dedreasi~g. . 
the aval:lablilty. of loans, maklng tl:1em' less flexlble, and ra1s1ng 
inte'rest payments and tuition 'beyond the reach of many working
families.' . 

Denying opportunities for' all Ameridans to ,further their· . 
educations will, not help our country cope with either interJ')al . 
challenges, or' ones beyond lour bo'rders'., We now have limitless' 
possibilities in the world. We are al.lgrateful for the end of 

. • f f 	 ,.'the Cold War and the rlse of democracYlnplaces where 
totalitarianism'was once, the rule .. We see people allover the 
globe seeking to emUlate A~erican i~eals ~n~ to have the kind of 
education ~hat we,take.f<;>rj9ranted·here. And yet we, ourselves 
are sufferlng from questl0ns ,and·concerns'about how'we shall move 
into the future.,\ 

We have s~en vividly i~ the last months forces working here 
. 	 '. . ~ ~ . ' ", " .
and abroad toundermlne the values we hold dear. The values of 
civility and community,·ofjs~crifice and service, of peace and' 
unity. We see antipathy replacing empathy •. Shouting replacing 
listening. Cynicipm replabing hope~ And we all suffered to see 
terrorism e~plod~in theh~artland of America. 

And yet'I don't needJo say ·to·thi~ audience that many of 

our citizens feel their li~es are out of synch. As families try 

to cope in today's world,. t.hey are con;Eronted by burdens and 

pressures that were unknowrt and even unimaginable in the past. 
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From the fears that come with corporate downsizing, to the . 
reality of stagnant wages)1 increasing college tUit. ions, shrinkin~ 
financial aid, two-parent working families,· single--parent working 
families ... all of the problems we live and'know so well. It is 
no surprise that many 'Ame:rlicans feel' under ,stress. Our lives 
today seldom evoke images lof Lake Woebegon.: Instead there is a 
sense that nothing is permanent in our society -- not families, 
not neighbo~hoods, not jo~~, not relationships. .So iristead of a 
working class or a middle Iclass, we· h<'.we 'what;, is now referred to 
as an anxious class. We f1ind ourselves in a society that has· 
accumulated more· mat.erial Iwealth over the years. We are 
bombarded with knowtedge about our world., But in many wa.ys,·we 
are far less hopeful and s:ecure than our parents and grandpa~ents 
who had so much less. , I 

. So how do we addrel?s ~he stress and anxiety? .. How do we try 
to create· a sense of permanence in a time of unending change? 
. . I .• •• .' . •
How do we recreate an ethos~of cl.vl.ll.ty? How do we bUl.ld . 
character? You cannot,do ~t without believing in and investin~ 
ih education. You caimot,~o it ,without understanding the direct 
connection between the qua[ity and availability of .edUcation in 
this country, and our being able to onqe again ground ourselves. 

'It is particularly irL~icthat tho~e whoprof~ss to worry 
most about values in Ameriba are on a crusade to.diminish federal 
support for education and pbliterate the National Servic~ program 
known as Americorps, that.the. President launched last year.' It ' 
is a false debate to pit aldiscussion about values again~t the 
real economic concerns of the' American people. It is not 
either/or. It,is both/andl We need both a strong economy that 
protects jobs and ,values that we want our children to be raised 
by. And what better examp~e than National Service of what we 
mean ,by taking economic anrl educational opportunity and marrying 
it with values. The value~ you get from tutoring children, . 
building homes for the eld~riy, working with police 'officers, 
cleaning up the environment, immunizing children. National 
Service is built on 'very 6id-fashioried values of hard work, 
discipline, and community ~ervice. The men and women who serVe 
do so because they want tolhelP people. And in return they get 
some small assistance with their education that not only helps 
them, but helps us asa country. _ 

1·· . ..'.. . 
But there are some who say, "We don't need to· do that,." , 

They want to ,send a messag~to these young people that caring, 
about ~he larger c<?mmunitylisn:t val';led ~uch ~n our society... 
Educatl.onand serVl.ce are not l.n thel.r Vl.ew, l.mportant goals. 
But educati0l! al!d service, las you ~n<?w ,so :we1:1 at this college~ 
are about,bul.ldl.ng character·and cl.vl.ll.ty and permanence. It l.S 
not that Americans lack ch~racter or the ability to be civil. It 
is that our society too often has stopped rewarding those things. 
Just look, around you. In bur political debates, it-is the person 
who can be the m~anest, th~ nastiest, theq~ickest with the , ­
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insult who gets the attention. Any reasoned debate, any' 
,discussion as you WQuld·hctve' i'n' a family, or in. 'a business is too 
boring even ,to get much cbverage. 

'. J':lst one politic:al .. ,look around you. land .you w~ll,see r.:'h~t 
sC1ent1sthas called "turbo-charged capita11sm."Consumer1sm'and 
materialism going uncheckgd., Running ra,mpant through our 
culture, dictating our ta~tes, our desir,es,' our values and . 
dreams. We are fat, not by, the governmept,; but by the market. A 
daily diet of sex,violende, social disfunction and unrealizabl~ 
fantasies. We do 'live tod often in ,a disposa,ble, t,hrbw-~way , 
society where the yearning 'for profits and instant gratification 
overshadows the ,need for nioderatio,n, restraint, and investing for 
the long-term. So the que'stion for us as an individual or as ,a 
society is, do, we define9urselves by our style or our .substance? 
By the logo on our sneakeris or thl;3 generosity in our"hearts. By 
the celebrity we crave, ,or, the reputati9n we earn,by the. 

, education r.:'e. h~ve. We werle rem~nde~ with Okl~h<?ma City the s~nse 
'of respons1b1l1ty ,that, e:m,e'rges, 1n',t1mes ofcr1s1s.. When barr1ers 

C?f. race~ ethnicity, 'reli~ilbn and region suddenly ,ya~ish ',as we are 
)01ned 1n a, common,. pursu1t ,to help one another. ' , ' 

, .', Many ~f youknowtttatl'I r~~entlY returrte~ from 'a trip tb 
South,.Asia with my daughter. I had the opporturiity to ,visit ' 
countries that are struggl!ing tob,ecome full-fledged free market 

,economies,' .that are 'democr~ciespr()viding real. opportunities for 
their people. It was humb!l.ingtoshake :.t,he hands of men and 
women who ,have paid the uI~imate pricef,ordemocracy. People 
whose fathers and mothers and brothers'and,sons and husbands have 
been assassihated~peopielwho 'have beentorturedi jailed or, ' 
exiled because they believed in the American ideals of democracy 
and freedom., When I came home.f:r;om South Ai3ia,' I couldn ',t help 

, .• bU.t wonder wl:).y, we ,do spend,Jso much time in,? bad mood in Am'erica 
, today? We have so much' tol be grateful for,· we have so many 

blessings,and opportunities~ " ' ' ," ~ ~,,' r' 

. , So I hope t~at as 'all] of us' go forth'f~om, t~iscelebration 
today, we each will think' of ,ways we can demonstrate our 
fundamental belief, in the ~ision of our country. ,How we can 

. " '. • t I -, , '.' _ .support educat10n 1n the,debates that, are rag1ngall over' our' 
nati'on ,today.' I' hope that Iyou ,will also challenge the',negative 
stereotypes of young people ,that were so eloquently discussed by 
Eric. Yoti.ar'e not a slackEkr,generation.. You are ,filled with' 

,potential and'promise and goodness and intelligence, and ,I for 
'one am tired of 'seeing the Istereotyp'es, that suggest ~very young 
person in, America' is a crimina'l or, on the ve.rge ,of becoming one. 
We need to stand up loudly and clearly and say we have the finest 

"young people in the entire world., What they, need is our support 

and the' belief that we are' investing in them and' their futures. 

They will not be cut adrift, by pe,ople alr/fady made it~ in this 

society. 
 ' 
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So whether we belong to'Generation,x, Y, or Z, each of has 
the opportunity 'iri our owri,way to make clear what values really 
matter. And we also can Ihake a difference with those values in 
the lives of people we loVe and care about •. Education matters~ 
Kindness matters. Truth Ihatters. Patience, hard work, 

. • • I • . , ' tolerance, empathy, d1sc1pl1ne -- all of these ,matter. 
Forgiveness mattersi ind dratitude matte~s, especially on a day 

'like' today. So I hope yoti will take thi~ education, all of you
I ' 

who graduate today with the, hopes and dreams, and I suppose some 
anxieties as well, value this eciucation that so mahy have 
sacrificed tp give to YOU'I and stand up for the education of 
others. 

, I " . 
I have no idea what "jSki-U-:-Mah" means,' but I know that it 

,must mean something very uplifting, and encouraging, since you 
yell it all the time. And' so whatever it means, fill i t with 
meaning for your life, andi use it as a technique. Whenever you 
feel flagging, whenever y~u think the world is too much with you; 
say to yourself, "Ski-U-Maih," and let 'it mean whatever you want 
i tto mean. And, at the sa~me time know that we celebrate today 
not only the promise you h'oldfor your own'lives, but for the, 
promise we know you hold ,f;Or' this Universi~y, this' state, and our 
country. Thank you and' G01Ci 'speed on your Journey. 

### 
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