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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you.' Thank you a 11. Thank you very 

much. Thank you. Well, I
I 

am so ,plea~ed to be' here today, to 
help inaugurate the Team Nutrition campaign. And I want to thank 
both Senator Leahy and'Representative de la Garza for joining us, 
and for going through so much trouble to get here. I really 
appreciate that. And I allsowantto thank Secretary Glickman and 
Under Secretary Haas for t1heir leadership on thiS. very importaht
issue. 

And I'm delighted that re have so many students hEare from 
Cr'esthaven Elementary School. I'm pleased you could be here with 
us, and could be part of helping to tell other children allover 
our country how importan~ hutrition is. , 

This is a long overdue lf~ort, because this, is a team ,that is 
put together by verY',many parts of the government, differeht 
agencies that are working together, ,many different businesses and 
groups in the private sectbr that are working together, and then 
the public and the private!, sectors coming: together to form a 
team. I really like that, be'cause in America, we should think of 
ourselves as a team" a tea~ with many different players, with 
many different kinds of skills and talents, with different 
abilities that can move uslall toward our goals, and the'goal 
today is to improve the nutrition of our children. So I cannot 
think of a more important team to be part of.I ',' 


I wanted to ask the chi~dren -- Have you ever felt really, 
really hungry? How many otyou have ever felt r'eally hungry?

•• I· _"NOw, dJ.d feeJ.J.ng really, really hungry last, IJ.ke a whole day? 
How many of you ever felt Hungry for a whole day? How about for 
,two whole days? Okay. so,\ maybe really, really hungry for a 
day, maybe even really, really hungry,for two days. 

well,' there are some' chilldren in America who feel really 
hungry all the time; and tHere are other children who feel hungry 
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and eat things that fill ,\thein ,up, 'but 'don't, help their bodies, 
very much~ They fill :up, ,and so 'they get rid of feeling ',really 

,hungry, but they're not helping themselyes run faster, or grow 

,bigger or see better, or ~hink, and that's really why we're 

trying with'TeamNutrition'to'makesure t;.hat no child in America 
feels hungry for'verylong~ 'arid that all cpildren, eyen if tn~y 
do 'feel Qungry froD;l time to time', ,when they eat, they get the 
food 'that' is rigbt for thbm.' ", , 

How many of you h~V~ ~ter: gcmeto school, and you just were, 
tired and hungry, and yoUI,did',l't r~all~ feel like you learned 
very much that day? It was k;tnd' of, hard to concentrate'. ,Well, 
that,happens'a lot of timEks. You, know, 'one of the reasons,we 
have a program'like~the s~hool breakfast program is that we know 

',for all kinds of'reasons"l some' children get to school, and they 
haven't had anything to eat, or maybe they've ,had ,something, but 
it's'not been enough to, r~ally'get them going so that they cando 
the very! best they d:m do J ' ' 

, , And one of. t,he reaso'nsJthat, we hav~. al~ayS had s~ much supp~rt'
in our country for the school'lunch program'is because we know, 
that good,nutrition-during the school day helps children do ' 
better all day long., ' ' 

Now,' long before any of the children from~ Cresthavenwere born~ 
and this is ,one of the feW\ times I can· say,even before I was ' 
born these days', there was a decision made" py our' government, t6 
try to invest in nutrition programs because so many people who,

• • ,,' "I 	 ", " - .
came,l',lto our mlllt~ry ln ~orld War I~ dldno~'have good " 
nutrltl0n. 	 ' , 1 ' ." ' , ' " ' 

Now, how 'can you tell if'somebody ha,sn't' had good ilutrit'ion, 
,not Just fora day, or twoldays, but for day after day, ,and month 
after month and year afteriyear?Well,you dan tell because 
physically there ~re thing;:>i if somebody'sbE?en really, really 
hungry for a long time; you can 'see. And I"ve seen children who 
have those kinds of proble~s. ' ' 

You know, "it's kind of ldd', but ~hen chi'ldren are really 
. 	 "j. . •

hungry for a long t,lme, you know, one of the thlngs ,that happens 
to them is their stomach g~ts big,~, 'Now you'd think that wouldn't 
happen, because you'd think that y~ur "stomach would only get 

. 	 really big ,if you'd been eating a ,lot" but that happens . And 
sometimes 'their hair turns ja funny color and fal'ls out, and .' 
sometimes th~y get really" really skinny, 'and their arms", and 
their legs and their che,eks get re?-lly hollow~' And I've seen 

" s,?me child::en,likethati',l lour 'country" We mostly:, ~ee childrem ' 
11ke thatln other countrles. Have you ever seenplctures of 
children on T.V. that, are r1eally" really hUngry and have been 
starving? How many of y'ouihave seen 'pictures like that? So you 
know' what' it looks likewhein sOmebody hasn't had food for a very,

• 
long time. 	 \" 
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But during World War ]1, when millions apd millions of 
Americans, mostty boys, ~howed up to get their physical exams to 
see how well they could flight 'for our country, do you know what 
we found? We found that although we had lots and lots,of people 
who'd been going to schodl and working and doing the things you 
do every day, a' lot of th:em had not hadgobd hutrition., And we 
could tell that .because they hadn't grown right, and we could 
tell that becausetheY'rel brains didn't work as well as they 
could have worked. So that's when, for the first time, our 
country and .our government decided we were going .totry to make 
sure people got good nutrition. , .I 

I
So today, with Team Nutrition, we're going to try to cohtihue 

to do what we can do -- pckople in the government and p'eople in a 
'. 	lot of these businesses that are helping with . this proj ect. 
We're going to try to mak~ sure that we keep giving good 
nutritional assistance to' littl'e, tiny babies and to pregl!ci.nt 
women. And we're going to make sure we have goodnutritioh . 
standards and that we hav~ enough food in the School breakfast, 
in the school lunch progr~ms, 'in ,the food stamp progr~:nris and 
other ways to make sure people get food. 

But now let me ask you ianother que~tion '-- can.anybody,. once 
you're as big'as you all are, make you eat good food, if you just 
decide 'you're not going tddo it? You're not going to eat your 
vegetables. You're not gchng to eat your fruits. You're not 
going to eat the calcium a\nd the dairy products you need. YOu're 
not· going to get enough ir;on. ' Can anybody really mak'e you 
anymore ,now that you're. nor babies? •'. 	 . ' 

,So part of what Team Nuitrition is about is telling ~ll of the, 
children in America, "You have to be on this team.'" Yo,u have to 
be. on this team to make sure ,you eat right, and you know enough 
about good nutrition so thht you take good care of your ,own 
bodies and your own brainsl 

I ' . ' .So I' want to thank,all of the partners. ·1 want to thank all 
of the government partners! that are here today. I want to thank 
all of our partners from ail of :the busines'ses that are here 
today. I want to thank all 

! 
of the 

••
producers who actually grow, 

and manufacture, and market and d1str1bute the food we eat. . 

. But I mostly want everylchildin America to know ...~ You are 'on 
Team Nutrition. And we need' you to do everything you can do to . 
eat as well as you can, tolbe 'as strong as you can and to grow up 
and be as healthy as you possibly can. So let's all be part of 
Team N~trition, okay? . \ . 

IThank you very much. 
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