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MRS. CLINTON: Well; fe·are delighted to have you back here 
again, this year, and onliY,' disappointed by. the rain becau$e we 
were unable to ,gather injthe .sculpture.Garderi" because there is a 
new sculpture exhibit. Soineof you may have seen it ,as you cam'e 
in through the.East COlonpaq.e ':':"'but w,e have these·regionally
based sculpture e;xhil:;litsand we are now on'the Southeast -- the 
very .liberally defined $ohtheast, which ',includes Arkansas and

• " ' ,. " I . t' 

Loul.sl.ana. '. .. ", ,I· . ... .' 
And we are very pleased that we are able to showcase sculpture 

,from so many of the museuxhs and g~lleries in' all of,the'states
·1, . ' . ' 

around our country. So,may,be you cancome'back.when the weather 
is not so bad.' ...". I' , 
, ' I wanted to just reitelfate what I have said to some of you 

.,personally and individually -- which is that many people who have 
been here far longer thanjr haVE? and far 'longer than Tipper has, 
have, said over and ove'r again how Illuch they ,miss the 
collegiality, the'informallity, tlie socializing that used to go 

, 1 . ' . • . on. I've had spouses as well as Senators say to me that l.n the 
, 'I ' ' "old days" --.howeverthat's defined ":""- there were ch~hces for 

people to get to know 'one lanother on a' muCh more personal basis.. 
There were regular dinnersl,regular get-togethers, regUlar bridge 
games,. all kinds 'of opportunities for people ,to sit across from a 

,dining table or a card tab\le, or· leaning up' against the wall in, 
someone'skitchen or in th'eir outdoor patio ..:.~ a,rid r'eally know 
each other. And I think wb have sacrificed, a lot beCause we no 
longer have thoseconnectibns. I think ft ,has to some extent 
made it possible for peop'lb to stereotype one another to jump to 

• I ".. •conclusl.ons about one another and not to haye any real basl.s l.n 
fact or'experience about hbw to work with'or to even talk with 
one another. I " 

". 
.' ," . . .. " i:. ,,' .,'. ' >•• • • _ ,

A once..;.a-year lunch l.sobvl.ously·nota substl.tute for more 
, . I' • .. " regular contact that, goes across regl.onal., and party, and every 

other kind of line that ted> often se~y~ a'~. barriers here. But. it 
" :r 
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, ,

that we could, despite alII of the pressures that exist in ciur 
"political life today, wo!rk on ways to have, more of' that kind of, 

personal c'ontact again. [ think it is certainly good ,for one, 
'another, speaking for mykelf I know some of you in this room were 
friends of mine during the .daysy,rhen our husbands were governors, 
and the time ,we spent together and the friendships we made across 
party lines were among the most sustaining and important that 
I've ever had. That seefus much more difficult in today's 
environment here in the flation's capital. But I do believe 
that perhaps, particulariy, spouses can try, in our own way to 
make it more likely thatlsome of that ,kind of friendship and 
personal connection can fue given pri6rity again. 

, The other thing I wa'nJ to say is that I'm· very grateful to so 
.1 • • many of you for the worklyou're dOl.ng on l.ssues that are of 

importance to you. I hear about it all ,the time." I see, whem I 
travel, the results of y6ur efforts. ' And' 'I know that for many of 

. , • I , ,." . • " . . 
you, these are'very l.mpo:r:tant matters that you· gl.ve yourself and 
you woUI~ whether or not !yourspouse was a Senator. But it does 
make a dl.fference and I am grateful that;. so many 'of you are 
involved in t;.hat. We arg very lucky, today, because this lunch 
is a very important lunchl and then upstairs on the second sloor, 
the President has been en:tertaining Captain 0; Grady and his, ' 
fami.l Y.• I have prevailed\ upon the President and captain O'Grady 
to stick their heads in. 'The Captain', has to be at the Pentagon 
very sho~tly, so it will [iterally be a quic~ in-and-out. ' 
(.Applause), 'I',', ' ' 

, h . 1 • the' t I ..PRESIDENT CLINTON: 'T 1S l.S mos "popu ar person l.n Amer l.ca, 
today. Captain O'Grady, this is all the power in America, in , 
this room. ' Would you lik~ to say a word?I . ' 

CAPTAIN O'GRADY: I'm jl:.lst honored to. be here. Thank you very 

much. \ ' 
PRESIDENT: ,He'll stay popular without speaking. We're very 

proud of him. Thank you. 
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