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Thank you and please be seated. And please know how welcome 
you are here at' the Whit~ House for this special commemoration of 
the 10th anniversary of ~heChornobyl nuclear tragedy. I want to 
thank all,of you fqr bik:i"ng part;.~ But the:r:earea few people I : 
would like to, acknbwledge who are here 'in the audience: Senator ' 
Claiborne Pell, Brian Atwood, Ambassador Jim Collins,' John Holem, 
Richard Morningstar, oth~rs who have worked on behalf of the 
United States government', to assist those who have dealt on the 
front lines with the tragedy. I also want to extend a special 
welcome'to the Ambassadors who were \ just' introduced ,to all of 
you. Ambassadors of, Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia. They have 
toin~d us today to recog~ize the many, individuals and , 
organizations who have helped with rel'ief efforts, in the 
aftermath ofChornobyl,-- and they are here also to join with us 
in rededicatingoursel'ves,to the healing arid recovery that 'must 
continue' into' ,the ,future. ' 

Ambassador ShcherbaJC" we are particularly'indebted to you. 

You were one ,of the first: medical doctors to respond to the 

tragedy' at Chornobyl •• Anq in the year~ since, few have done as 

much as y,ou, Mr., Ambassaqor, to educate people ',around' the world 

about the medica~ and sc~entific realities of the Chornobyl ' 

disaster, and what they p,ortend for humanity's future. I would


• I ' , ,
11ke to ask Ambassador S~cherbak to stand, so that we may thank 

him. ! i ' 


Before the 'Vice Pres'identand I came 'into this room, we were 
in the 'Blue Room with th~ Ambassadors and the wives who are here, 
and the other dignitaries: that I' just acknowledged, and 

,Ambassador Shcherbak reminded the Vice President and me that .it 
was on May 1, 't'en 'years algo, that 'childr~n were encouraged and 
even required to participate in, May Day activities, despite the, 
dangers of fallout and co:ntinu~ng, damages fromChorriobyl. And 
those who arein.this room, 'who have worked on behalf of all of 
the people affected by Chornobyl, know what ,a terrible aftermath 

. " . ·.1· . . •that has 'caused 1n the 11\Ves' of so many ch1Idren." ' 

• That·il? why it is a great privilege for me to serve as 
I 
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.	honora~y, chair ,of chOrno~Yl ~halien.ge ,i 96, which has' convened " 
exp.~rts, adyocates. a,nci 14y pe<;>ple. ~rom across the spectrtimto 
deV:l.se ~ew strategl.es·for cOpl.ngwl.ththe aftermath ,of Chornobyl. 
Already 'there .have be!,!n ~ymposia of. scienti~ts, journalist's, '; 
academics, 'church 'leader~, busine.sspeople and others who' are 

. • . 	 j .'. .workl.ng' on these, matters~. Thl.s evenl.ng,· at st. ·John's Church, " 
'there'.will bea prayer s~rvice for the victims of Chornobyl. Each 
'of ,these gatherings give~ us an oppor,tunity to 'reflect on what ~e 

• ., . I _ - _. 	 . . • ' .
all need to do as cl.tl.zensof the world to help those:stl.ll 
coping with this unfolqirtg t~agedy. , , 	 I " , 

Today's ' event is: on~ both of mourning., but also ,of hope. 
Mourning because the '. people of Ukraine, Belarus .and Russia have 

. suffered so much ~ri tpe ~en;years sinc;::e' the eXplosion· and fire at. 
"Chornobyl's 'unit 4 Reactor. Today, let 'us 'pray for those. who lost 
their lives, and those w~o,.live ,each day w.ith uncert?lintyabout., 
.their .ownhealth .,and well-being~' .. , . " ", I, " 	 .:'. 

, .. Blit we are also her~ for a celebration of· hope .• As we so 
·often see ,When tragedies: occur I here and. around the worl,d, , 
Americans'and others respond. with .concern, and' compassion. They, 
andyou,the entire human family, .have answered the worst of man

" '. I' 	 .made ca,tastrophe~ Wl.th t~e' b~st ofhuinan nature. , 
. ~ '., 	 " - . 

Even ,before 'the grayityof Chornobylwas'fullyrevealed, 

,offers of humanita+ia:h~~sistanC;::'ebegari'pquring in. And they have 

continued year after year. . ,.'. " , 


. 	 . I . 

The private voluntary organizations,' including those. 

represented in. this r¢>oinJ have- supplied well over;l, 900 t.ons of 


. medicine 'and medical equ~pinentand suppl:res to people' in affected' 

.areas.' Those donations alone are worth more .than,'$100 million. 


•• • 1 	 .,". • 

• ! 	 •.,~. :" 

Private voluntary org~~izationshave, also:,'established 

special hospitals for th6se·people":".,..many of 'are ,children 

afflicted 'with thyroid 'cttncers".leukemia, 'and other disorders ,

',. . '. '. I • •. 	 . .

stemml.ng from' exposure "to radl.oactl.veeleDlents. A,S part of the 
'. • J I '.' 	 • recovery effort, Amerl.can dO,ctorshave gone to, ,the former -Sovl.et 

• '. - ! . - -,. '.' ,I •

"Un,l.on and patl.ent,shave <p0me to the' Unl.ted state for care.' ' 

other organizations ihere 't~day have', fo6u~~d on, the ", 
. - ,. ~ ,".. 	 . 

disaster's environmental Iconsequences. S,ome' are ,helping address 

theoverwhelm~ngpublic ¥fealth ,cl:lallenges faced i;n the region.' 

And still others are' helping to study.and evalu~te the long-term 


, ,effects of the disaste+. :Through these ,and other ac~ivities .the 
.,priyat7' volunteer c;::ommunfty,continuestofoGus the,~6rlq's 

attentl.on on theconsequell:ces and ·;lessons ,of' Chornobyl ~ .'., " .' ""! " ' ." " \ 
"But these organi?ationscannot --and 'should not -~ do this 

work alone. :t' am pleased; that the generof!>lty .of. privat,e 
, 'volunteer's h(i~' augmented i humani~al:."ian relief' efforts 'by the 
tJid~ed states govern~entr'parti9:Ularly the delivery o'f medici'nes 

. ",} 
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• and treatment., 

Today, these efforts convey a message of compassion and 
healing that tells thevfctims of Chornobyl that the, world will 
not forget them, or th~ tragedy, they have endured. ' ' ' 

Two y'ears ago, and, again, last year, I was in the former 
soviet Union and I had, the opportunity' to visit hospitals in 
Ukraine, Belarus and Russia; I ,met with: patients, many of them 
children, suffering from:Chornobyl's aftermath. I talked with 
doctors and nurses, who':', told' me they were seeing increases in 
respiratory illness, heart dise~se, birth ,~efects, male 
infertility and other reproductive problems. They told me about 
abnormally high rates, of jthyroid cancer and thyroid diseases in 
children -- diseases that before the catastrophe rarely appeared, 
in people so young. 

In Kiev, I talked to pregnant women who worried about what 
Chornobyl would mean for;their 'children -.:. and their children's 
children. ' 

And at each hospital I\1is1t~d, 'I' s'aw extraordinary work 
being done by health care professionals urider extremely trying, 
circumstances. Doctors arid nurses face chronic shortages of 
medicirie and supplies --:everything from syringes and simple 
antibiotics to chemother~py medications and MRI machines. 

, Thanks to the contribut~ons of our Jgovernment'and many' 
organizations -- and to the partnerships that, Qurhospitals have 
established with hospitals in these' three countries -- lives are' 
literally being saved ev~ry day. " 

Just in the brief tfme I was in Minsk, 'I saw American 
doctors from Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh sharing new 
treatment te,chniques witil their counterparts in Belarus. 

t watched soldiers' ~elive'r large boxes' of ':blankets, 
syringes, bandages, and medicine provided through Operation 
Provide Hope" a program i:un by the united states' niilitary that 
sends surplus medical supplies and equipmept to the former soviet 
Uniori. I was able to pass" out crayons and coloring books donated 
by American companies, and even Boston Celtics caps 'that the team 
had sent. 

Of course, this was just a fraction of the American ,relief 
work going ,on. ' And a frac!tion of, the work that' remains to be done 
by all of us. 

As we celebrate, today, the many good and important deeds 
that were born of this tr~gedy, let's not forget that ' 
humanitarian assistance is not a short..,term investment. The 

• 
people and nations of ,ukr~ine, Belarus" and RUssi'p. are struggling 
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·to build the infrastructure and institutions needed to,sustaine democracy and repair thejhuman spirit ~fter harsh decades of 
totalitarianism. It is our duty, it is our moral responsibility, 
as believers in freedom and democracy.~- to help them. . 

.Chornobyl is rare i~ the lit:.any of global,tr~gedies. Unlike 
bomb~ngs, wars, earthquakes, other natural and man-made . 

• l ' , 
d~sasters,we may never ffully know the extent of damage done 'by 
the explosion and fire at Chornobyl ten years ago. 

Some of the more obvious after-effects are,w~ll-documented. 
'But what about the ultim~te impact' on tlle environment·? On' the 
food chain? On human genetics? Andwl:lat about our own ,capacity to 
recognize that a tragedyilike' Chornobyl affects not just the 
people of Ukraine, Belartis an~ Russ~a" but, people in every nation 
of the world? 

The ,history'of the people in the region of Chornobyl is a 
history of endurance. Th~ nuclear disaster was a horrible chapter' 
• • ' r '. " 
~n that h~story. But from that cruc~ble has emerged an 
opportunity to create sOnlething far' better in,' its place. An 
opportunity to add. another chapter that speaks to the resilience 
of the people of'Ukraine,:Belarus, and Russia~ and to the caring 
and c,ompassi,on of our ent;ire' global family. 

.., .

We are very grateful: for ,all of you in this room, ang for 
,the ,many, many others you' represent. Who through your work, your 
prayers, and your continuied commitment to this important effort 
have already made a diffe:rence, and will continue to do so.' ' 

• ' . '! " . " . •There ~scerta~nly, much more that we need to be do~ng, and 
Cllornobyl Challenge '96 I: hope will, identify those efforts'. But 
we have three people here, today, who, have been deeply involved,in 
assessing and evaluating, : understanding , ,cUld working to ' 
ameliorate the consequences·of,Chornobyl. First we will hear 
from our Vice President, ~e will talk to us. about the 'efforts and 
commitment of ' the Administration, arid the united states 
government. Next, we will, here from 'Alex Kuzma, who a,s the 
coordinator of Chornobyl ~hallenge '96 will t.alk to us about the 
commitment of the American relief community., And finally we will 
hear fromVova Malofienko t a courageous 12 year old ,who will tell 

, of his personal story abo~t the treatmerit he has been receiving 
i~ tbis country for Chornopyl related illnesse~. 

And now, 'I have the honor of introducing 'a man' wh'ose 
attention to Chornobyl anQ. its aftermath has never wavered, who 
in many respects, tried to warn all of us about some of the issues 
we are' now dealing with, *ecause of his commitment to the " 
environment ,.and to the fu~ure t;hat we, all shar4a together, in this 
world -.;.. the Vice President 

I', 
of 

' 
tne united states. 

, ' 

• 
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( 

Thank you very much I ladies and gentlemen, and let me begin 
by thanking you, Mrs. Clinton, for that very nice introduction 
and very generous introduction, andeveJ:l more for your moving 
wordsa,bout ChornobyL' All of us are il1 your debt for the hard 
work that you do to ease Ithe pain and lift the lives of so many 
people around the world. :Your deep concern,for the future ,of the 
,peoples ,of Ukraine,Bela~us, Russia' and ~ther nations who were 
affected by the tragedy of Chornobyl has touched the hearts of 
all of us here today., Arid thank you so much for the honor of 
inviting me to participa-Bewith you in this event. I know of how 
moved you were in visitirig the families that were included 

,victims ,of the Chornobyl1accident. ,I also'wish td acknowledge 
Senator Pell and the oth~rs'among the distinguished guest who are 
here: ,Alex,Kuzma,' and Vqva ,Malofieriko, 'who will speak in a 
moment, Ambassador SergeI Martinov and his wife Marguerita, 
Ambassador Veronsov, Amba,ssador and Mrs. Shcherbak, Maria., 
',Ambassador Shcherbak and ;myself met with a smail group of 
environmentalists many years ago in Moscow, before the break up 

, ,of the old Soviet union" jand h~ ,contributed m~ch to ~yeducation 
about these matters. ,'You are rl.ghtly'honored here Wl.th the words 

,of,the First Lady, today.' 

To the other dis:ti~guished guests who are here, including my 
colleagues who work along with me, 'under the President's 
leadership, 'on these issU:es ,th;i.'s is an extremely important 
occasion, because ten spr,ings ago, when reactor #4 of the 
Chornobyl nuclear power p,lant disintegrated in a blast'of steam, 

.' .' . I ,. •flaml.ng graphl.te, ,arid dea'dly radl.onucll.des, the proml.se of, a new 
season,of renewal,and ho~e gave way to a long, sad winter of
.• ,,,.1 • . < •

sufferl.ng that"remal.ns wl.,thus to thl.s day. 

From that moment on, life for aii of us would never be the 
same. But especially fOr' those who lived in proximity to the 
reactor. , ' , 

• 
Chornobyl caused th~( complete social disintegration of whole 

'communities. It caused dangerous radiation exposure for over 
half a million courageous: memand women involved in the clean-up 

http:that"remal.ns
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and medical care of survivors. In aI'l, well over 50 millione curies of radioactivity were released during ,the" accident. 
scientists remind us that this is dozens'of 'times the radiation 

• • " • I .,' • < .'emltted by the,atomlcexplosl0ns over Hlroshlma,and Nagasakl 

combined about one million times as. much radiation released 

during the Three Mile Is+and accident ,of 1979, here in this 

country. ,', 


And the effects of the catastrophe still linger. They are 
measured in the anxiety of young Ukrainian and Selarussian and 
Russian parents who hope: and pray ,.thattheir l)ewborns will' grow 
healthy and whole. The effects are measured by the degraded 
natural resources that ttace a poisoned arc across ·Ukraine, 
through. Belarus, ,into RUlj>sia, and reaching as far as, Syandinavia. 
They are measured by theiuncertainty that we all share as we ' 
wonder whether one day another Chornobyl might once, again unleash ' 
its fury. 

But as the First, Lady so eloquently 'reminds us, out of this 
• ' Imlre of tragedy also hasiemerged great stores of hope, and deep 


reservoirs ,of'resolve. Selfless men and women -- thousands upon 

thousands ,of them-- ri~ked their liv;es to protect those of' 

'others. , And, courageous leaders like so many of you here today . 

are working'tirelessly siill to relieve suffering. Leaders lik,e 


,,Young Vova Malofienko wh9 have taught the world so much' about , 
courage and constancy. We salute you, and we honor you for your'
heroic efforts. . 'You 're ct, you:r:tg , hero. ' , ' 

And w~ say today 'to: all those who' have, 'worked and who have 

helped: all Americans stand with you. President Clinton is 

determined to do whateve~ our nation can to overcome this 


, ) ' ' , ' 

tragedy, and to help ens-q,re the that a'll reactors everywhere are 

safer, cleaner, and forever free from-the sort of catastrophe we 

remember on this important anniversary. The President has been 

workil)g ,v,ery hard, most ',:¢ecently in the summit meeting in Moscow, 

to address these issues ~n a constructive 'way. . ~, 


That is also why the united states has delivered'one hundred 
'tons of medical' supplies ~ to hospitalsinUkra~ne and a,elarus. In, 
cooperation with several:visidnary private voluntary 
organizations, we have l~unc~ed operation Provide Hope to send 
critical ~upplies to hosp'itals and cancer wards throughout the 
region., We have also launched through USAID, under ,Brian, 
Atwood I 'S leadership ,'seveiral innbvative 'partnerships between 
American and Ukrainian arid Belarussian'health providers to 
improve the efficiency arid quality of health care.' Our National 
CanceriInstitutei togetheir,with the Nuclear Regulatory, Commission 
and the Department of En~rgy are ~ard,.at work examining the ' 
health effects ,of the 'acqident on children and clean-up workers 
so that treatment and car.e might be, improved. And just a few 
days ago, we delivered o~er ~welve'million dollars in additional 

•
aid and medical' relief to Ukra,ine and Belarus, including a mobile 
laboratory enabling Ukrafne to test its air, water and soil for 
contamination, more effedtively.

J ' 
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'That'isalso,the' pr~ncipal reason'why the President just 
recently joined the leaders of the G-7, and Russia and Ukraine at 
the summit I mentioned aimoment ago, called the, summit' on, 
Nuclear Safety and Secur~ty, 'to work'toJNards ,the day when another 
Chornobyl cannot happen <!tgain. The President and his G-7 

, ;counterparts reaffirmed tpeir ,coinmitment to a landmark agreement, 
, with Ukraine to mobilize: over 3 billion dollars, with more ' 

forthcoming, to support Ukrain'e' S decision to close Chornobyl by 
, I

the year 20.0.0.. And ,we c0ngratulate your government Mr. , 
Ambassador on that" courageous "and wise decision. And President 
Kuchma ~- to his great c~edit -- announced his' commitment, to 
close one, ,of Chornobyl' s: two ,operating ,reactors by the end ,of 
this year.,' , 

This agreement repr$sents ,an his~oricopportunity to ' 
eradicate one of the world's gravest environmental threats. 
Safety' is indeed a hallma'rk of this agreement. But s,? are energy 
efficiency and 'economic prosperity. For in working to close 

'Chornobyl, Ukraine and tlie G":"7 have developed a plan to create a 
viable and' ,competitive ,energy sector that treats energy as the 

'scarce ,and precious commqdity ,that it i,s. And in so doing, 
Ukraine will emerge a stronger economic competitor with the means 
to sustain the courageou~ course of economic reform on which it 

"has embarked.' ' , , 'I 

Can ,we meet these goals? President Clinton believes ,that we 
. ' I . • • 

can, but 'only though the:concerted efforts of Ukra~ne and ~ts 
internatiopal partners. ':We recognize that much work needs to be 
,dorie, and that many challenges -- such as stabilizing the so
called,"sarcophagus" whidh sIts over the 'wreckage of ' unit 4 -
many challenges like thi~ one, still lie before us. But it is 
our strong pelief that tne people of Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus 
have the resilience, the lwill, and the fortitude to overcome ' 
Chornobyl' s physical and 'psychological legacies once and for all 
time. As President Yeltsin said ,recently, about his own country, 
Russia "'must and will" ma:ke'slire anotlier' Chornobyl does' not 
,recur. And let me be, cl~ar: ' this appeal to common sense ,is not. . . ..; . . . 
s~mply for one nat~on -- Ibut for allnat~ons. It ~s a call for 

. . ! ' . , " '. '. " all people everywhere'whq have a stake ~n,the well-be~ng of the~r 
families and their environment, and who nurse a passion for 
freedom arid reform. 

Indeed, ,the future looks brightest for' tho~e with ,the will 
for reform... with the willI, to t,aketheir futures into their own 
hands. ' 

Chorn~byl, after 'all:, was not' an act of God. It was caused 
by man. It was a ,produdt of a closed authoritarian' system 'that 
had little concern for the welfare 'of its people. In retrospect, 
I think ~t' was nosurpris:etha~, jus~ ~ike thefa';llty n~clear 
reactqr ~t created, the commun~st Sov~etsystem ~tself, would soon 
implode into ash' and dust!. Chornobyl,,~- perhaps more' than, ~ny 
other symbol of communist!' era' -- exposed the weakness and ' 
corruption of the Soviet system. The people of Russ~a spoke out, 



• along with the people of;Ukraine and Belarus and the other former 
Republicf?, and said "enough." As secretary of state Christopher 
rightly said just a f~w ~eeks ago, and ,I quote,l/Governments 
that abuse their citizens too o~ten have a similar contempt for 
their environment.- To put it another way, men and women who are 
depriv~d the right to chart ,their, own destiny and defend 
themselves, their famili~s and communities against abuse,are 
more oft~n than not the victims of abuse, because they are unable 

,to resist it. ' I ' 

This, perhaps, is ~he most enduring lesson of Chornobyl - 

a lesson that wei d do well to remember on this solemn 

,anniversary: that only ,in freedom can people claim their 

'rightful destiny toliveiinsafety and security. Only in 'freedom 
can people insist on public health systems that work and on 
natural -resources that a~e sateguarded and clean. Only in 
freedom can peopl~ h9ld:bureaucracies accountable for how they, 
manage potentially dangerous technolbgies. , ' ,', , 

Today, at long 'last" the people of Ukraine and Belarus and 

Russia have enormous opportunities before'them.' The promise of 


'democracy and reform burrts brightly, and the ,dream of a,Europe no 
longer at risk of nuclear disaster' slowly is, becoming' a reality.' 
But the futUre of reform:cannot be taken for granted. A more 
prosperous -- and democratic -- future will only take hold with 
the active commitment of'lall those who truly believe in freedom 
and the right of all people to have a voice in their own 
political and economic, destinies., "President Clinton and all of' 
,us ,who work with him are lnot neutral bystanders.,' We know which 
forces we want to prevail, and they are the forces of reform. We 
,have a stake in their pn4vailing, arid we have the capacity 
through economic assistance, through generous private and ' 
voluntary efforts, and through rigorous diplomacy, to help them 
do so. I kn0:'N"with GOd'iS help, tha,tJwe will not t:ail. 

Thank,you all very much. Thank you.,' 

Before ~:rttroducing the next speaker, I want to add to those " 
that I have. acknowledged :pr7viously: con9'res~man David Bonio~, 
who has arr1ved. We'apprec1ate your leadersh1p Congressman 
Bonior. And now, it, is a great honor to introduce the 
Coordinator of the Chornqbyl Challenge • 96, Mr. Alexander Kuzma. 

'Mr • Kuzma? " " 

### 
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