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Thank you and please be seated. And please know how welcome
you are here at the Whlte House for this special commemoration of
the 10th anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear tragedy. I want to
thank all of you for taklng part. But there are a few people I :
would like to acknowledge who are here in the audience: Senator ..
Claiborne Pell Brian Atwood, Ambassador Jim Collins, John Holem,
Richard Mornlngstar, others who have worked on behalf of the

" United States government . to assist those who have dealt on the

front lines with the tragedy. I also want to extend a special
welcome to the Ambassadors who were!just introduced to all of

you. Ambassadors of. Ukralne, Belarus, and Russia. They have

joined us today to recognlze the many. individuals and
organizations who have helped with relief efforts.in the
aftermath of Chornobyl. -- and they are here also to join with us
in rededlcatlng ourselves to the heallng and recovery that must
contlnue ‘into’ the future. :

Ambassador Shcherbak we are partlcularly indebtéd to you.
You were one of the first medlcal doctors to respond to the
tragedy at Chornobyl. And in the years since, few have done as
much as you, Mr. . Ambassador, to educate ‘people around the world
about the medical and scientific realities of the Chornobyl
disaster, and what they portend for humanity’s future. I would
like to ask Ambassador Shcherbak to stand, so that we may thank
him. ; L : ‘ V

Before the Vlce Preeldent and I came 1nto this room, we were;
in the Blue Room with the Ambassadors and the wives who are here,
and the other dlgnltarles that I just acknowleddged, and ’

. Ambassador Shcherbak remlnded the Vice President and me that it

was on May 1, -ten years ago, that children were encouraged and
even required to part1c1pate in May Day activities, despite the
dangers of fallout and contlnulng damages from Chornobyl. And
those who are in.this room, 'who have worked on behalf of all of
the people affected by Chprnobyl know what ‘a terrible aftermath‘

- that has caused in the llves of so many children.

That—ls why it is a great pr1v1lege for me to serve as
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.»;honorary cha1r of Chornobyl Challenge '96 whlch has’ convened
. experts, advocates and lay people from across the spectrum to

devise new strategies - for coplng with the aftermath of Chornobyl.

- Already’ there have been symposla of scientists, journalists,

academics, church leaders, business people and others who are
working- on' these, matters' This evening, at St. John’s Church,

"there will be a prayer serv1ce for the victims of Chornobyl. Each

of these gatherings glves us an opportunity to-: reflect on whatvwe

" “all need to do as c1tlzens of the world to help those still
: coplnq with thls unfoldlng tragedy. -

Today s event is: one both of mournlng, but also -of hope.,

- Mourning because the. people of Ukralne, Belarus and Russia have

- suffered so much in the ten.years since the explosion-and fire at
*Chornobyl’s Unit 4 Reactor. . Today, let us pray for those who lost
their lives, and those who live ‘each day Wlth uncertalnty -about.. ‘

«~.the1r own ‘health. and well—belng .

But we are also here for a celebratlon of hope. A8 we so

j~often see -when tragedies! occur, here and around the world

Americans and others respond with concern and compassion. They,
and you, the entire human family, ‘have answered the worst of man-

. made catastrophes w1th the best of human nature.,

|

Even before the grav1ty of Chornobyl was’ fully revealed,

- offers of humanitarian a551stance began pourlng in. And they have'

continued year after- year. ?
- The prlvate voluntary organlzatlons, 1nclud1ng those»v
represented in this room, have supplied well over 11,000 tons of

- medicine and medical equlpment and supplles to people in affected*!
-areas. Those donatlons alone are worth more than $100 mllllon. '

Private voluntary organlzatlons have also establlshed o
special hospitals for those people —— many of are children -- .
afflicted ‘with thyr01d cancers, leukenmia, ‘and other dlsorders
stemming from- exposure to radiocactive elements. As part. of the
recovery effort, Amerlcan doctors have gone to the former Soviet

,:Unlon and patlents have come to the Unlted State for care.

o Other organlzatlons here today have focused on. the =

1‘dlsaster's env1ronmenta1\consequences. Some- are helplng address .”
the overwhelming public health challenges faced in the region.

And still others are helplng to study and evaluate the long-term

- effects of the disaster. | Through these and other activities the
. private’ volunteer communlty continues to focus the world'

attentlon on the consequences and lessons ©of - Chornobyl.

-But these organlzatlons cannot -- and should not -= do thls
work alone. I’ am pleased’ that the generos1ty of private ‘

‘volunteers has augmented| humanltarlan relief efforts by the N
'Unlted States government* partlcularly the dellvery of med1c1nes

\ 'l
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~and treatment.

L

- Today, these efforts convey a message of compa531on and
healing that tells the v1ct1ms of Chornobyl that the world w111
not forget them or the tragedy they have endured.“

Two years ago, and. agaln last year, I wvas 1n the former
Soviet Union and I had the opportunity to visit hospitals in
Ukraine, Belarus and Ru551a. I met with patients, many of them

~ children, suffering from‘Chornobyl's aftermath. I talked with

doctors and nurses. who* told me they were seeing increases 1n
respiratory illness, heart disease, birth defects, male
infertility and other reproductlve problems. They told me about:
abnormally high rates, of ;thyroid cancer and thyroid diseases in

children -- dlseases that before the catastrophe rarely appeared.

in people s0 young

In. Klev, I talked to pregnant women who worried about what
Chornobyl would mean for thelr children -- and thelr children’s

‘children.

And at each hospital I visited, I saw extraordinary work

- being done by health care professionals under extremely trying.

circumstances. Doctors and nurses face chronic shortages of
medicine and supplies —-'everythlng from syringes and simple
antibiotics to chemotherapy medlcatlons and MRI machines.

. Thanks to the contrlbutlons of our government: and many
organizations -~ and to the partnershlps that our hospitals have
established with hospltals in ‘these three countrles - llves are
llterally being saved every day.

Just in the brlef time I was in Mlnsk ‘I saw American
doctors from Children’s Hospltal of Plttsburgh sharing new
treatment technlques w1th their counterparts in Belarus.

I watched soldlers dellver large boxes'of hlankets,
syringes, bandages, and medicine provided through Operation
Provide Hope, a program run by the United States military that
sends surplus medical supplles and equipment to the former Soviet

Union. I was able to pass out crayons and coloring books donated

by American companles, and even Boston Celtics caps that the team
had sent.

Oof course, this was just a fractlon of the Amerlcan rellef “
work going on.. And a fractlon of the work that remains to be done
by all of us. .

~ As we celebrate, today, the many good and important deeds
that were born of this tragedy, let’s not forget that
humanitarian assistance 1s not a short-term investment. The
people and’ natlons of Ukralne, Belarus, and Ru531a are struggllng
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‘to build the 1nfrastructure and 1nst1tutlons needed to. sustaln
democracy and repair thelhuman sp1r1t after harsh decades of
’totalltarlanlsm. It is our duty, it is our moral respons1b111ty,
as bellevers in freedom and democracy == to help them.

Chornobyl is rare 1n the litany of global tragedles. Unllke
bombings, wars, earthquakes ‘other natural and man-made -
disasters, we may never fully know the extent of damage done by
the: exp1031on and flre at Chornobyl ten years ago.

. Some of the more obv1ous after-effects are, well-documented.

. But what about the ultlmate impact on the env1ronment? Oon the

. food chain? On human genetlcs° And what about our own capacity to
recognize that a trageéedy 'like Chornobyl affects not just the
people of Ukraine, Belarus and Ru851a, but people in every nation
of the world° . :

The hlstory ‘of the people in the reglon of Chornobyl is a
hlstory of endurance. The nuclear disaster was a horrible chapter:
in that history. But from that cru01b1e has emerged an
opportunity to create somethlng far better in its place. An
opportunity to add another chapter that speaks to the resilience.
~ of the people of Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia, and to the carlng
and compassion of our entlre global famlly :

We are very grateful for all of you in this room, and for
_the many, many others you represent. ‘Who through your work, your:
prayers, and your contlnued commitment to this important effort
have already made a dlfference, and will contlnue to do so.

There 1s\certa1nly, much more that we need to be doing, and
Chornobyl Challenge ‘96 I, hope will identify those efforts. But

we have three people here today, who have been deeply involved. in.

assessing and evaluatlng, understandlng, and working to :
ameliorate the consequences of . Chornobyl. First we will hear
from our Vice President, he will talk to us. about the efforts and
commitment of the Admlnlstratlon and the United States
government. Next, we w111‘here from Alex Kuzma, who as the .
coordinator of ChornobYl Challenge 796 will talk to us about the
commitment of the American relief community. And finally we will
hear from Vova Maloflenko, a courageous 12 year old who will tell
" of his personal story about the treatment he has been rece1v1ng
in this country for Chornobyl related 111nesses.

And now, T have the honor of 1ntroduc1ng 4 man- whose
attention to Chornobyl and its aftermath has never wavered, who -
in many respects tried to warn all of us about some of the issues
we are now dealing with, because of his commitment to the '
env1ronment and to the future that we all share together. in this
world - the Vlce Pre51dent of the Unlted States.

i d
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Thank you very much  ladies and gentlemen, and let me begin
" by thanking you, Mrs. Cllnton, for that very nice 1ntroductlon
and very generous 1ntroductlon, and even more for your moving
- words -about Chornobyl.: All of us are in your debt for the hard
work that you do to ease 'the pain and 1ift the lives of so many
people around the world. 'Your deep concern for the future of the
.peoples of Ukraine, Belarus, Russia and other nations who were
"affected by the tragedy of Chornobyl has touched the hearts of
all of us here today. And thank you so much for the honor of
inviting me to partlclpate with you in this event. I know of how
- moved you were in v1s1t1ng the families that were included
. vietims of the Chornobyl acc1dent I also wish to acknowledge
Senator Pell and the others among the distinguished guest who are
here:  Aléex Kuzma, and Vova Malofienko, who will speak in a
moment Ambassador Sergel Martinov and his wife Marguerita,
Ambassador Veronsov, Ambassador and Mrs. Shcherbak, Maria.
-Ambassador Shcherbak and myself met with a small group of
environmentalists many years ago 'in Moscow, before the break up

- of the old Soviet Union, and he contributed much to my education -

about these matters.. ‘You are rightly-honored here with the words
.of the First Lady, today ‘

To the other dlstlngulshed guests who are here, including my
colleagues who work along with me, under the President’s
1eadersh1p, ‘on these 1ssues, this is an extremely important
occasion, because ten springs ago, when reactor #4 of the
Chornobyl nuclear power plant disintegrated in a blast of stean,
flaming graphlte, and deadly radionuclides, the promise of a new
season of renewal and hope gave way to a long, sad winter of
suffering that remalns w1th us to this day.

From that moment on, life for all of us wouid never be the
same. But espe01ally for those who llved 1n proxlmlty to the

., reactor.

Chornobyl caused the.complete social disintegration of whole
‘communities. It caused dangerous radiation exposure for over
half a million courageous men ‘and women 1nvolved in the clean-up
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and medical care of survivors. In all, well over 50 million
curies of rad10act1v1ty were released durlng the  accident.
Scientists remind us that this is dozens of ‘times the radiation
emitted by the. atomic exp1051ons over Hiroshima and Nagasaki
combined -- about one million times as much radiation released
during the Three Mlle Island accident of 1979 here in this
country.' ; S : ,

And the effects of the catastrophe Stlll linger. They are
measured in the anxiety of young Ukrainian: and Belarussian and = -
Russian parents who hope and pray that their newborns will grow
‘healthy and whole. The effects are measured by the degraded
natural resources that trace a poisoned arc-across -Ukraine,
through Belarus, .into Ru551a, and reaching as far as Scand1nav1a.
They are measured by thejuncertainty that we all share as we
wonder whether one day another Chornobyl might once again unleash .
its fury. ' '

. But as the Flrst Lady so eloquently remlnds us, out of this
mire of tragedy also has%emerged great stores of hope, and deep -
‘reservoirs of resolve. Selfless men and women -- thousands upon
thousands of them -- rlsked their lives to protect those of -
‘'others.. And. courageous leaders like so many of you here today -
are working tirelessly still to relieve suffering. ‘Leaders like
. young Vova Malofienko who have taught the world so much about
‘courage and constancy We salute you, and we honor you for your‘
- heroic efforts. ‘You’re a young hero. . :

And we say today ‘to, 'all those who ‘have worked and who have .
helped: all Americans stand with you. President Clinton is
determined to do whatever our nation can to overcome this
tragedy, and to help ensure the that all reactors everywhere are
safer, cleaner, and forever free from-the sort of catastrophe we
remember on this 1mportant annlversary. The President has been
working very hard, most - recently in the summit meetlng in Moscow,
- to address these 1ssues 1n a constructlve way.

That is also why the United States has dellvered one hundred‘
‘tons of medical- supplles ito hospltals in ‘Ukraine and Belarus. In
- cooperation with several visionary private voluntary
- organizations, we have launched Operatlon Provide Hope to send
" critical supplies to hospltals and cancer wards throughout the
region., We have also launched through USAID, under Brian
Atwood’s leadership, several innovative’ partnerships between
American and Ukrainian and Belarussian health providers to
improve the efficiency and quality of health care. Our National
Cancer Institute; together with the Nuclear Requlatory Commission .’
and the Department of Energy are hard .at work examining the-
health effects of the accident on children and clean-up workers
so that treatment and care might be improved. And just a few
days ago, we delivered over twelve million dollars in additional

aid and medical relief td Ukraine and Belarus, including a mobile
laboratory enabling Ukrarne to test its air, water and 5011 for

contam1natlon, more effectlvely



"That is ‘also the prlnc1§alhreason Why the President‘just

- recently joined the leaders of the G-7, and Russia and Ukraine at

the summit I mentioned a| moment ago, called the summit’ on
Nuclear Safety and Securlty, "to work towards the day when another
Chornobyl cannot happen again. ' The President and his G-7

~ .counterparts reaffirmed thelr commitment to a landmark agreement
'with Ukraine to mobilizeiover 3 billion dollars, with more
forthcoming, to support Ukralne s decision to close Chornobyl by
- the year 2000. And we congratulate your government Mr.

Ambassador on that courageous ‘and wise decision. And President

- Kuchma =-- to his great credit -- announced his commitment. to

close one. of Chornobyl‘s two operatlng reactors by the end of
this year. . -

This agreement represents an historic opportunlty to -

eradicate one of the world's gravest environmental threats.

Safety is indeed a hallmark of this agreement But so are energy
efficiency and ‘economic prosperlty. For in working to close

" Chornobyl, Ukraine and the G-7 have developed a plan to create a

viable and’ competltlve energy sector that treats energy as the

' scarce .and precious commodlty that it is. And in so doing,
‘Ukraine will emerge a stronger economic competltor with the means

to sustain the courageous course of economlc reform on whlch 1t

“"has embarked.

Can we meet these goals’ President Clinton believes that we
can, but only though the concerted efforts of Ukraine and its
international partners. ‘We recognize that much work needs to be

done, and that many challenges -- such as stabilizing the so-

called *sarcophagus” which sits over the wreckage of unit 4 --
many challenges like this one, still lie before us. But it is

our strong belief that the people of Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus
" have the resilience, the§w1ll and the fortitude to overcome

Chornobyl' s physical and ‘psychological legacies once and for all
time. As President Yelt51n said recently about his own country,
Russia “must and will” make ‘sure another Chornobyl does- not

recur. And let me be clear.. this appeal to common sense ‘is not
simply for one nation -- but for all nations. It is a call for

‘all people everywhere" who have a stake in the well- belng of their
families and their env1ronment and who nurse a pa551on for

freedom and reform.

Indeed, the future looks brlghtest for those with‘the will
for reform... with the wﬂll to take thelr futures into their own
hands. ; , v o

Chornobyl after alll was not’ an act of God. It was caused
by man. It was a product of a closed authoritarian’ system that
had little concern for the welfare of its people. In retrospect,

"I think it was no surprlse that just like the faulty nuclear

reactor it created, the communist Sov1et system itself would soon
1mplode into ash’ and dust'. Chornobyl -- perhaps more than any '
other symbol of Communlst‘era - exposed the weakness and

.corruption of the Sov1et system. ‘The people of Ru851a spoke out,

i
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. :
along with the people of :Ukraine and Belarus and the other former
Republics, and said "enough " As Secretary of State Christopher
rightly said just a few weeks ago, and I quote, “Governments
that abuse their citizens too often have a similar contempt for

- their environment.” To. put it another way, men and women who are

deprived the right to chart ‘their own destiny and defend
themselves, their famllles and communities against abuse, are

more often than not the v1ct1ms of abuse, because they are unable
to resist it. '

This, perhaps, is the most enduring 1esson of Chornobyl -
a lesson that we'd do well to remember on this solemn
anniversary: that only in freedom can people claim their

‘rightful destiny to llverln safety and security. Only in freedom

can people insist on publlc health systems that work and on
natural ‘resources that are safeguarded and clean. Only in
freedom can people hold: bureaucra01es accountable for how they

‘manage potentially dangerous technologles.

Today, at long last, the people of Ukraine and Belarus and

- Russia have enormous opportunltles before them.. The promise of
"democracy and reform burns brightly, and the dream of a Europe no

longer at risk of nuclear disaster slowly is becoming a reality.
But the future of reform cannot be taken for granted. A more
prosperous -- and democratlc -- future will only take hold with
the active commitment of’ all those who truly believe in freedom
and the right of all people to have a voice in their own

political and economic destinies.. President Clinton and all of
us who work with him are not neutral bystanders. We know which

forces we want to prevall, and they are the forces of reform. We

have a stake in their prevalllng,kand we have the capacity

through economic as51stance, through generous private and
voluntary efforts, and through rigorous diplomacy, to help them

' do so. I know, wlth God’s help, that’we will not fail.

Thank you all very~much Thank you.

- -Before 1ntroduc1ng the next speaker, I want to add to those .
that I have acknowledgedlprev1ously. Congressman David Bonlor,
who has arrived. We\apprec1ate your leadership Congressman
Bonior. And now, it is a great honor to introduce the

-Coordinator of the Chornobyl Challenge ‘96, Mr. Alexander Kuzma.
‘Mr Kuzma?’ ' .
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