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'Thank yQu. Thank You very much. Thank yQu. Thank. 
yQU so. much. Thank yQU so. much President Kean, 
distinguished members of the BQard Qf Trustees, 
administratQrs , faculty;, students, parents, friends and 
mQst Qf all, I want to' ~hank t~e hQnQred graduates Qf 
the Class Qf 1996 fQr w~lcQming me to. this hQme Qf free 
expressiQn, the first amendment, and the values we all 
share. 

It is a great plea~ure fQr me to. be here. 

I want to. thank Pr~sident Kean fQr his hQs~itality 
and his kind intrQductiQn. But mQre than that, I want 
to. thank him fQr his le~dership and friendship Qver the 
years. My husband and II have knQwn TQm and Debbie fQr 

'a number Qf years when he was the GQvernQr Qf this 
great state and my husb'and was a GQvernQr. We've spent 
many hQurs talking abQut the issues we care abQut" . 
particularly educatiQn;and children. I was very 

'pleased when he excepte:d theinvitatiQn to. becQme ,the 
President Qf this unive'rsity. I also. was grateful when 
he jQined the delegatiQ:n to. Beijing as vice-chairman Qf 
Qur representatiQn that. went to. the united NatiQns 
FQurth WQrld CQnference Qn WQmen to' stand up for the 
rights' and chQices Qf g!irls and wQmen thrQughQut' the 
entire wQrld. I also. a~preciate greatly, the title and 
sUbstance Qf his bQQk, The PQlitics Qf InclusiQn, 
because part Qf Qur ch~llenge in America tQday is to. 
seek ways to. QverCQme differences and disagreements, to. 
make it PQssible fQr p~Qple Qf different backgrQunds 
and ideQIQgies to. wQrKtQgether and to. live tQgether 
because we value the inclusiQn Qf all~ 

This is my ,secQnd'visit to. Drew, but I feel at 
hQme Qn this campus.pdrtly because I see a very 
familiar face, that Qf :PrQfessQr DQn JQnes, an Qld and 
dear friend who. graduated frQm the theQIQgical schQQI 
here in 1960 and went .i!mmediately to. the church in Park 
Ridge, IllinQis where ~ was a member Qf the MethQdist 
YQuth GrQup ..I want ·tQ 'thank him fQr the many life 
lessQns he taught m~ w~~n I was yQunger, and fQr the 
insights and ideas he ~Qntinu~s to. sh~re with me tQday. 
He brQught with.him mu¢h Qf what he learned here at 
Drew. 
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• But I particularly want to thank the faculty and 
students of Drew. I appreciate being invited to this 
celebration. I loved the Carols rendition of 
Hallelujah. It made I ~hink the right beginning to. 
this day. And I also know that as Margaret Meade, the 
famous anthropologist said shortly before her death: 
"Our futures depend uporl whether we are able to build 
and sustain learning serving communities". And that's 
what Drew is. As the P~esident said, "You have .learned 
here and you have served here". You have had examples 
from faculty members, you have been guided by your 
family and your friends; The lessons of learning and 
servIng are among the most important you will· take from 
here. . 

The first time I vi~ited Drew was in ,April of 
1987. I had been invited by Professor Jones to speak to . 
a class that he was then teaching on business ethics 
which, as I remember; wci.s offered through the 
Department of Religious Studies. We had a ·long and 
spirited discussion of qorporate responsibility in 
modern society -- about the role of business in our owh 
lives and the life of our nation. And we talked as well 
about the loss of meanidg in our public. lives, and the 
alienation that many people feel·from their government 
and the American politidal system. . 

, , 

. I was thinking about that class. as I came here 
because just on Thursday, my husband met with American' 
business leaderswhosecpmpanies exemplify what .he 
calls Corporate citizenship. Companies that provide 
child care, or flexible ~ork hours, that ~ay for 
maternity leave or tuiti'on subsidies. Companies that 
have not in their 30 or ~O year history ever laid off a 
single employee, but insitead have cut. the salaries of 
everyone from the Chief Executive down in order to keep 
people working ~nd famil~~s intact. companies that 
understand- communities are built when people share the 
burdens and the benefits. 

That lesson that my husband was attempting to 
convey through the wordsi of those on the front lines of 
business that we discuss~d here at Drew those many 
years ago, I think illustrate the sense of 
responsibi1ity that we are, attempting to bring forth in 
both our private and our public lives.. 

, , 

You who are graduati'ng will face many questions in 
the years to come as your parents and friends and 
faculty members who have' preceded you have faced--as to 
who is responsible for what? How do we discharge our 
responsibilities to those closest to us? 'Our children 
our parents. How do we extend that responsibility 
beyond our family to our! neighbors our, community? 
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What does it mean t6 be responsible in education 

or busines~.or rel~gion~: How do we make our government 
as respons1ble as 1t needs to be? 

, ~ I 

Those questions wil~ be debated in the halls of 
academia but they 'will De answered every single day by 
the millions and millibrl~ of d~cisions that all of us 
make. 

, , 

And I want just brie1fly to ,talk about three of the 
ways I think we shouid qpnsider responsibility today. 
We live in a time of great possibility. You are 
entering into a world that even a decade ago was not at 
all shaped as it istod~y by forces of history and 
technology. The global :economy gives us the 
possibility of greater p~osperity, but also of stiffer 
competition. New technolpgy may bring us closer 
together through our co~puters, but virtualre~lity 
will never substitute for, human connections ,and 
relationships. Family dy,hamics are under 'pressure and 
are changing the nature ,bf our intimate relationships, 
as mothers, and fathers" and daughters, and sons 
struggle to make 'both a iiving and a life. 

, 
The world itself has undergone dramatic changes. 

Around the globe, communism has, given way to 
capitalism, tyranny to d~mocracy, clb~ed :markets to' 
open ones, all of whic,h ;is forcing us to redefine how 
we define our selves and l the human experience. 

Now every generation: faces challenges. We are on' 
the brink of not only anew century but a new 
millennium. A thousand years ago there were many who 
thought the world was cqming to an- end. We had hit rock 
bottom in the humanexpet-iment with little hope for our 

[I f' .

future. But look at what' happened 1n the last thousand 
years, not only medi6ine~science, industry and 
technology advanced, but'we saw hUman civilization 
attempting step by step to over· come our own flaws. 

One hundred years agp we had another great debate. 
There was tremendous an~lety and uncertainty as we 
moved from an agricultur.al to an industrial, society. 
President Theodore Roos~yelt fought a great battle' to 
try'to make a balance be.t.ween public and 'private power. 
He stood up for the environment at a time when we 
thought we had more land: then we knew what to do with 
it but he could see that: we were in danger of 
squandering our resource,s. There was great progressive

• movement lead by people :y.rho where concerned about child 
labor or the conditions !bf immigrants, in our great 
cities.' ,!

,i 
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• So there was a debate about what kind of people we 
should be and how our i~stitutions should respond. And 
we made progress because of that debate and that 
sorting out. ' 

Today we find ourselves once again, ,debating the 
role of everyone of'ou* institutions and that is 
healthy. The debate though should be carried out in 
reasoned tones. Not giVe way to extremism and shouting 
because we don't solve problems that way. But if we do 
engage in what this,uniyersity stands for; learning, 
serving, connecting with one another, we can begin to 
sort o,ut what 'our next ~OO years will look like. 

I 

One of the great daDgers at a time li~e this is to 
seize upon easy answersi to use generalizations and 
stereotypes to describe the world and to describe 
people who are unlike ourselves. 

, I , 

You know the kinds 9f stereotypes I'm talking 
about. You see or read ~hem in the medi~ every day: 

For example, if you~re under 25; you're an 
apathetic Generation X,er.' 

, e If you're ,over 40, you're a self-indulgent Baby 
Boomer. 

If you're a liberal; you're a bleeding' heart. 

If you're a conservative, you have no heart. 

If you're the curre~t serving president, you're 
accused of being all of the above, depending on what 
day it is. 

And if you're the wife of the current serving 
President, you have to worry about your hair a ,lot. 

, , 
, 

You know the truth 1os, there is no single label or 
definition that applies or captures any of us, or any 
of the issues we face.'Our world and ourselves are too

I ' , ' •
complex for that. Many o;f us carry competing thoughts 
and values in our hea:rts, and souls all the time. So we 
have to be able to look ~o values and ideals and 
traditions that have gotten us this fa:r ~nd develop a 
shared coherent idea of what our common' destiny 
requires from all of us.' And then we develop that 
sense 'of responsibility that we carry with us into 

I r ,whatever ,endeavor we und~rtake. ' 

One of those values" which has been nurtured here 
at Drew, is the .pi~itual and moral dimension of our 
lives. ' 



• One doesn't have to be $f a particular religion. I 
happen to be a Methodist, so being here in the attic of 
Methodism with the archives is a great treat for me. 
But one does not have t6 have a particular 
denominational backgrourtd to know that without some 
sense of morality and s~iritu~lity the search for 
individual responsibili~y and the greater task 9f 
moving that into the br9ader world is not very likely. 

Those of you who participated in Volunteer Week, 
who actually gave of ourselves in the number of 
projects' that were mentioned in the invoc.ation, I should 
know that you are acting out the values of learning and 
serving and developing ~ greater sense of 
responsibility for your :own lives, the meaning of your 
lives, and your connect~on with others. , 

Another of the values that leads to responsibility 
is education. And here 1: congratulate Drew for bringing 
to this campus young pe6ple of all different kinds of 
backgrounds. Of using this campus as a gateway to 
learning for young men ~nd women, because our democracy 
depends upon our capacity to reach and educate as many 

41 • ,".1" 	 .of our c1t1zens as poss~ble. 

·More than half of the students at· this university 
'. . 	 !.recelve some federal.as~1stance to cover tuition. And 

the President told me on our walk, that 70% of you 
receive some form of scqolarship or monetary aid. We 
know that is a good investment. We are grateful that 
this university underst~nds that investment. 

Your education is not just about you. It is not 
only about acquiring skVlls and knowledge. It's about 
meeting the challenges ~f your time and learning to 
solve problems and adapbing to new circumstances. It's 
about building a broade~ understanding of your world 
and acting responsibly i:n relation to others. 

I, 

As I look out on this class, as I've read the 

statistics about who comprises this class, I have to 

say that now is' no time ~o retreat on our nation's 

historic commitment to public education, to a mixed 

system of public and pri~ate higher education, and to 


.	the kinds of students wh'o are graduating today. We 
might need to reform edupation; something that Tom Kean 

. and my husband have work:ed on for many years. Yes I 
change it, improve it. B~t we certainly don't need to 
shut the doors of opportunity for young people who are 
willing to work hard an~ take responsibility in their 
lives. No young American, willing to pay the price in 
hard work, should be denied a college education! That 
should be an American ·commitment.,

I 
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• And education is one of those services that 
historically government. has provided. 

And so finally, we have to renew our faith in 
responsible government and politics. In a democracy, 
government is the people, so renewing our faith in our 
government means renewi~g our faith in ourselves and in 
our ability to perfect our union. James Madison for 
whom this town is named, understood, when hEr was the 
principle drafter ofth~ constitution, that every 
generation would have to work hard to over come the 
distrust and· cynicism th~t naturally'grows up around 
government and politics~ Would have to really be 
recommitted in each age to the.possibilities that 
reform and re-invention could provide. 

I know it has become fashionable in. recent years 
to bash politics and government, and to look upon. 
public service with contempt. The airwaves are filled 
with that kind of talk. 

And while I'm grateful in a country as this to 
live among people who do disagree, to be ;critical of 
our government, to be critical of the political' 
process, I have to conf~ss, I get tired of hearing 
people ,blame every probl:em we have on government .. 

I don't mean to sug~est that government is perfect 
by, any means. The prac~ice of politics and governing 
has never been easy. Ma~ Weber once said that politics 
is "a strong and slow boring of hard boards." I would 
add that 'sometimes it's just plain borin~ and there 
doesn't seem to be anyway around that because politics 
is not just about who 's :elected to office. Politics is 
how we get along with on:e' another. How we compromise 
with each other. When someone says to me, "How9an you' 
stand being involved in politics?" I always say, "Are 
you married? Do you hav~ a family? Do you belong to a 
church or school?" Because politics with a small "p" 
is that process that bripgs us together peaceably to 
work towa'rd common ends.' . 

I 

Politics is about more than casting and counting 
votes. Just as government is about more than buildings 
and bureaucrats. Both, hbwever,. are ess~ntial to the 
functioning of this demobracy. They are not by any 
means the only responsible institutions. All of us in 
our private and prof~ssi~nal lives are also responsible 
for how well this country does.. . 

We are a better country today though because 
generations before us --:through our political process 
and system of government:--devised the G~I. bill or 
Social Security~ and Medicare. 

I 

.' ...-..' 



I 

Adopted child labor laws and projections for workers. 
The minimum wage. Clean!air and ,water and environmental 
legislation. ' 

So, when I hear people complain about'government, 
think about all the biessings we take for grant~d in 

this country and I am r~minded of all the people I have 
,met in my travels, overseas -- who have endured torture,' 
and exile, and jail bec~use they fought for the kind' of 
political system and goyernment we take for granted. 

'I , ' 
I remember meeting ~ young Peace Corp~ volunteer 

in Nepal who had walked 'ten hours from a remote villa'ge 
to catch a bus to come visit with me in Katmandu. She 
told me she'd' been livi~g in a house with'no running 
water or electricity: Working at a school whose ' 
students where mostly boys, because most 'parents ,still 
did not send their girl~ to school and ,married them off' 
by the age of twelve orithirteen. 

She had thoroughly .njoyedher Peace dorp 
experience, but in ~ddi~ion ,to missing her family and 
friends, she missed the blessings of daily life we take 
for granted in America: ,safe drinking water that comes 
out of our faucet; meats 

I 

and vegetables that you can, 
eat without fear of get~ing sick; enough food all year 
round;' free public schoqls for both boys and girls: 
warm baths and electricity at any time of day or night: 
paved roads, and cars, phones that work. ' , 

These may seem like trivial examples to' us here at 
home, but to her lookirig at her country from a far, 
they represented what we have, accomplished together. 
And also in away the larger spirit of democracy that' 
has enabled us to solve !our problems for ~ore than 200 
years. 

I thought about that, visit in Nepal again when I 
• • ' •. ! , was 1n Bbsn1a w1th my daughter recently. I met w1th 

civilians from Tuzla and Sarajevo who described what 
life was like when civility, and respect, and toleran6e 
broke down completely. ;During four years of war and 
ethnic violence where so:me people thought they had the 
corner on truth. People :livedunder the most horrible 
cond1tions. Doctors and nurses told me how they kept 
the rudimentary faciliti:es of hospitals open despite 
being bombed daily. I heard from mothers and fathers 
who ha'd lost children, a'nd wives who hadn't seen their 
husbands since they'd be~n dragged away. ,I looked into 
the eyes of women who had been raped as a' tactic of war 
and saw the pain there. ' 

I 

There was bewilde,rme'nt in their voices as they 
tried to explain how thi$ could have happened. 
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People who had lived pe~ceably together who had been 

fomented into violence against their former neighbors. 
Who beli,eved thepropag~nda they heard about people who 
not like themselves. Apd yet, they also expressed hope 
that the world lead by ~he United states was helping 
them to return to the normalcy that we celebrate today. 

Then I visited with American soldiers ~n Tuzla and 
at two outposts, Camp Alicia and Camp Bedrock. And 
wish every American could have been there with me. When 
those helicopters lande~ and I saw the soldiers arrayed 
before 'me, I saw men and women, black, white, and brown 
faces, Christians, Muslims, and Jews, kids from the 
farms, the suburbs, the ,cities. Everyone of them 
serving our country in the cause of peace. And every 
one of them serving as a: model for Bosnia and the 

I .•

world, of how people ofidlfferent backgrounds and 
beliefs can worktogethe'r for common good~ 

It reminded me once"again that, despite our 
imperfections and flaws" we have a system of government 
and politics that has en'dured because it is' the best 
system ever devised. It,~as rooted in values. It 
understood the imperfections of human beings. It 
believed in education and service. 

On the eve of this new century and millennium, bur 
,task as Americans is tOiwork together to perfect our 
union, just as those be~ore us have done. Our task is 
to respect ourpolitica~ process and our democratic 
institutions and respect"eachother when we feel 
strongly opposed to poirits of view never the less to ' 
treat each other with civility. Because we know we·are 
granted privileges and lfights here in this country that 
others have died for and, continue to die for. 

Each of us, and part.icularly.allof you who 
graduate today, has a rqle to play in our democracy. 
Raising children whoar~ resilient and s~lf confident 
and believe in themselves builds democracy. Respecting 
neighbors and working tq: solve problems in communities 
that never make headlines~ That~s building democracy. 

Teachers who show up in schools allover this 
'. ,I.country determlned to g~ve, chlldren no matter where 

they corne from or what their background ,is, the chance 
to be somebody. That's ;building democrac:y. 

Churches and mosaic~: and synagogues that tell 
people believe what you '~elieve but in this country of 
religious freedom respect the beliefs of others. 

• .' . 11That's bUlldlng democracy. 
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Businesses that kndw, yes, they have to make a, 
profit to give people jbbs and opportunities, but 
understand they have ob[igations to the larger 
community to 'make sure ~e still are the strongest· 
economy in the world. That's supporting and building 
,democracy~ I 

citizenship and ser~ice is everyone's 
responsibility. IfHuman.progress lf 

, as Martin Luther
• • I, .

K1ng, Jr. once sa1d: "n~ver rolls, on the. wheels of 
inevitability If, just a~k the Bosnians, ~ .... the 
time is always ripe to ~o right. 1f 

You may never run fpr office. You may never marry 
someone who runs for office~ But I hope all of you who 
are graduating today and all who have joined in' this 
celebration, your family and friends and proud . 
teachers, will understand that each of us should think 
of ourselves as steward~ of aur democracy. As men and 
women who will keep the !'flame of freedom and justice.
alive. ' 

• II . . 

• 
I have every conf1d~nce, I am absolutely , 

optimistic that just as :every generation of Americans 
have met the challenges'before them, we will do 
likewis.e and we will do'1so in part because of those of 
you who graduate today from this learning serving 
community. . 

Godspeed on your jo~rney and please continue to be 
part of building this c0untry. 

Thank you all very much. 
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