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Acknowledgments: Allen Neuhatth [New-hearth], chairman, the Freedom Forum' [i~troduces 
you], Freedom Forum, families ~f fallen journalists -- every person we honor today was a 
moth~r or a father, a son or a daughter. ' " ' " 

,j , 

, 

At democracy's da'Yn, Pericles gave a speech honoring Athens' war dead. In that speech -
re.ported, I should add, by Thucy~ides -- the great Greek general said that the actions of the 
Athenians, not his words, would ~tand as their memorial. ' 

Today; we say the same 'a~ut th~':men' and women whose names,are inscribed here. But we 
say more, too.' For in the life 'and wor~ of these 9'34 journalists,' actions and words are 
inseparable. Whethe! writt~n~ sMken,file4 o~ broadcast, these words were in themselves acts 
of courage and conviction. 
i, 

The people of Athens sacrificed t~eir lives for democracy. ~o did those we honor today -

because a democracy's survival drpends on the free-flow of ideas and)nformation. Like the 

Athenians, like our own war dead buried so close to where we stand today, the women and 

men of this memorial are truly d~inocracyts heroes. ,:: " . " 


, , 

Nine-hundred-and-thlrty-four nam:es.Thousands of stories: Millions orwords. And one. , 
purpose: To report the ,truth of the world around us. To give us a framew~rk for forming our 
values and understanding our liveS. To give usa richer, fuller, more honest knowledge of., , 
who we are and what we believe in., ' 

"v" 

That involves chronicling our better selves. It me.an~ celebrating the 'human spirit. It~eans 
preserving the pOwer and integrity of journalism by 'holding to responsible standards and by 
refusing to allow agendas to· triumph over accuracy. And it ,demands bringing us face-to-face 
with the darkness, savagery, and injustice of whiCh humankind,'is all too capable -- so that we 
might tum against it" fight it off, :and guard the thread oi,Civilization., ' 

, , 

It is in this last hard and noble t3.~k that the men and women. we remember today -- and those 
whose.memory has been lost to us.' whose names'did not even make it to this memorial -~ 
gave their lives. Their lives were stolen ,away in wars and in prisons, on quiet streets and in 
barren workcamps. They were killed for speaking to someone or writing something. They 

, d'ied in beatings and bombings anq accidents. Some 'Were in the 'wrong place atthe wrong 
time. Others just ttdi~p~ed. n 

h. ,', 

What ~ill never disappear 'is 'the l~sson of their labors. Their work sustained the fight against" 
slavery. It rallied the world again~t fascism. ,It broke down· communism. It ended apartheid. It 

, has driven us time ~d again to s$1d up against acts .of uns~ble violence. It has fueled 
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cou~tle~s movements of liberation, freeing people to make the most of their lives. These men: 
and women -- your predecessorS, your colleagues -- put themselves in harm's w~y to bring 
light to places where others wanted only darkness, to give voice to stories that others wanted 
to frozen in silence. I c 

Read through the names and dates and places 'on this memoriai and you will be reminded' of 
something else: That loss and turmoilcan'l,ead us to a better plaCe. The lives here mark" , 

.. year-by-year, freedom'sspread 4ro,:!nd the world. Th~yshow',womel) finally joini!1g men on 
the frontlines of journalism. An~ ,they chart democracy's progress. Consider the first and last 
names on this memoric11. WJtet:l lfU11es Lingan [Ling-an] was killed defending hi,s' n~wspaper 's, 
printing press from a mob in 1812, America was a young"nation. We were still learning how 
,to' be a true democracy. Today,i think it is safe to $3.y, we have found our way: When 
"Vadim Alferyev [Vad-eem Al-fair-yev] was killed in Russia in 1995, he was helping his" ' 

,I ' ' , ' ' 

newly democratic country find its way.' May, hiS death, like James Lingan's, be a marker on 
, ,that road to tolerance. ' , "I ' , 

I want to leave you with one thought. The only people who go into a war zone unarmed are 
medics and journalists. Journalists put their fragile lives in the line of fire for a single idea: 

, ), " " ,". i " . 

To get the truth. 'Why? Because 
c 
while a reporter may be no match for, a ,mob or a bullet, 

., what he ,or she reports 'has, the po~er to turn1:)ack an, entire army, .. to transform lives... to 
sustain a democracy. ' 

It is particularly fitting that this memorial is made of steel and gl3.$s, for these matenals 
express to me the power and:p'~mose of,journalisrri~ Steel is strong; glaSs, ~ragile~ Yet glass 
has a power beyond steel. It can ~how us who we are ,-- with accuracy. Glass cando ' 
something else. Through it light cpo ,shine. While steel walls must remain fixed,.Iight will 

, spread across the world -- warming our souls, illuminating our' lives; showing us a better 
j. '.way. 

May light,shine'through theriames of.those we honor today" forever marking their memQry 
an~inspiring u~ with their exampl1e. ' , , ' , 
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YOU WILL LAY WREATH WITH DAVID BOLLES [BOWLS] 
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