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[TEXT AS PREPARED] 

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
I ' 

R2MARKS AT LAZI2NXI PALACE 
I . 

! WARSAW, POLAND 
JULy 2. 1996 

I 

It is an honor for ~e to be back in Poland' - and to have 
, ,I ' , 

thi-s chance'to visit Warsaw during the city~s 400thanniversary 
,as the Polish capital: Orte need not be here long to see that on 

the eve of a new century, Warsaw is again the vibrant European 

metropolis it once was, ~parkling with life and promise. 


I , 
Yesterday I was in ~rakowl your'beautiful ancient capital, 

where I met aome of the intellectual heroes of Poland1s struggle 
for freedom and democracy. I saw Wawel [Vah-vell] Cathedral, 
which reminded me of theichurch's crucial place in preserving and 
protect.ing Poland' 8 spirit of independence. Without the church, 
the triumph of Polish derltocraoy and freedom might never have 

I ' 
occurred. 

Knowing of the HolYiFather's role in setting a spiritual 
example for Poland's recent struggle for liberty, I wrote to him 

- before corning to Poland ~o tell ,him that I would be paying a 
visit to his beloved city of Krakow. And ,r promised to deliVer a 
message of suppore and s~lidarity from America to the Polish 
people. 

We are proud to,len~ our hand to Poland because it i9 the 
right thing to do andlbe~ause we remember that Poland 
supported us at the dawn, of our own democracy. 

Yesterday, I had the honor of laying flowers at the grave of 
the great Polish patriot-and American hero, General Kasciu8zko 
[kosh-YOU-shko] . Like mYlcountryls Founding Fathers -- his 
contemporaries -- Kosh-ypu-shko believed that the cause of Poland 
and the larger cause of ~uman freedom were indivisible. It was 
that vision of freedom tpat brought him to places like West Point 
and saratoga to fight in· our Revolutionary War. And it is that 
same vision that ,continu~s to tie our nations together today, 
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e more than 200 years later. 

Milliops of Americans trace their' origins to ~oland. Yet 

our bonds ar~ of more' th~n blood, they are of ~rotherhood and 

sisterhood. Today, Polish and American soldi~rs are serving 

toget'her in Bosn:l,a toh~~p others secure their own freedom in a 

troubled land.' I 


J 

I
Indeed, it seems that the yalu~s of democracy and freedom 

I, , 

are in the very fiber of ~our being -- we Americans and Poles. It 

was Poland, after all/ tliatrejected absolutism and built the 

fun9,amentals of the rule10f law during the Renaissance. When 

America's Founding Fathefs wrote the world's first Constitution, 

Poland soon followed 'with the world's second. President Wilson 
, ' 
put the weight of the Un~ted,States behind.PoliBh independence in 
his 14 points. And in 1.989,' Poland led the way B.gB.in·in undoing 
the oppreEII:dvE! grip o£.communist rule. 

, I. 

, 

The poet Czeslaw Milosz 
I . 

whom I had 
. 

(CHESS-wash MEE-washJ, 
the privil~ge of rneeting;in Krakow yesterday, once wrote that in 

.earlier t,imes, Polish poetry became "a home ,for incorrigible 
hope, immun~ to historic~l disasters." 

I r 
I 

That hopeful poetictspirit clea~ly was still alive in the 
hearts of the Polish people in 1989. You embarked on a journey of 
reform and transformatio~ that had never been attempted before 
and many thought you 'wou~d fa'il. Sut here you are - - today- - a 
nation that has earned t~e right to regain its place as a full 
member of the Western fa~ily of nations. 

My husband often says that ,with freedom and opportunity 
comes responsibility. Yohr. struggle for freedom was in many ways 

, ' • I • ~ 

a struggle to assume personal resp<;msibility for the fate of your 
country. Father Jose'f Tikchn~r [Yo-sef TISH:-ner] once called 
Solidarity lIa for~st of ~wakened consciences"; -- a movement 
dedicated to the highestl standards of service to others. 

'1 . 

Today, the strugglel for freedom is oyer in Poland. Am;! at 

last your nation IS futu:re is yours to shape. You have built a
I 

vibrant democracy in Whi;Ch .elections are routine, the ~ress is 
skeptical. and free, and politicians are h~ld accountable for the 
decision5 they make. YoJ have reached out to your nei$hbors to 
overcome ancient disputes. Your economy is growing faster tha.n 
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any in Europe. 

And thanks to the sucdeaa of your democratic transformation 
and your economic reforms,~merica now looks at Poland in a very 
dif£e.ren~ way. For us, .Pola:nd is no 'longer a place where heroes 
and villains -~ democrats and dictators - compete for the 
conscience of a people not yet free. Today Poland is becoming 
what you always wanted it to become: a normal European country 
with normal European probl~ms - and most· important, with normal 
European responsibilities. : . 

After all these years lof struggle, we havetinal.ly been 

'liberated to stand togethe~ as. parcners in security, diplomacy 


, I •
and trade. And with that newfound freedom comes the 
responsibility to jointly ~eet a new set of challenges; the 
challenge of .keeping, the peL;I,ce' in a.worldwhere old hatreds are 
slow. to die. and: new "onGS ,"~o!iOtoo easily porn;·th"" chal19ngtl;!! of 
giving·all of our citizensithe chance to' fulfill their God-given 
potential. I 

, . ! 
'These challenges are ¢ompounded because ~e live in a time of 

rapid economic change, incteasing global competition' and scarcer 
resources~ Today, in democ~acies new and old, f<?milies are under 
greater stress. The gap between rich and poor is growing wider. 
Governments from Washingto~ to Warsaw are grappling with social 
issues ranging from educat:j..on, to pensions, to health care to 
environmental pollution. ~d we are all worrying about how to re­
train our workers for a new millennium and new age of high­
technology and information~ 

Throwing off the yoke of ~ota:litari;;mismand bUild;.ng 
democratic institutions is: the first step of the democratic 

. journey_ Solving society's:social,problems is a second equally 
difficult one. 

I 

I believe strongly that democracy can only thriv~ in the 
post-Cold War era if we ar~ willing to. invest in our greatest 
resource -- our people. Poiitical freedoms, human rights, and an 
open economy are essentiall to our progress and stability. But so 

. I . . . . 
are investments in human capital, especially in women andI . 
children. 

! .' '. ' 
Here in Poland, as el,sElwhere,.·women have suffered

I . 

3.1 
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dispro~ortionaieiyduring tihis period of transition from the 
. I . 

'Industrial Age to the Information Age. Women are the primary
,I ,

caretakers for families and exten.ded. families. They d.o much of 
the work: in and out·of theihome. Yet, by and large, their wages 
have lagged the most sincel19B9. 

i 
This probl~m is not u~ique to Poland. Traveling around 

~merica, I have met' with w0men,of all kinds -- homemakers,
I ' 

r;turses, teachers, bankers, Ijudges-- who want to be respected for 
the choices they make in their lives, whether they choose to stay 
at home or work at jobs outside their homes. 

" . I 

I 

Elsewhere around the J,orld, the obstacles for women 'are even 
greater. I have met women ~nd girls in South Asia and S,outh 
America' who, ,have been:"deni~d "scho<?11ng because of their gender; 
who cannot '"get:credit, fromla',bank': simply because, they are women;, 
who ,are excl'uded":from; the: political; life: of their: countries i ,who· 
have. no legal recourse wheh. their right:s are violated. 

, " 

I 
. I 

But I also have, seen ~hat happens when women dQ have access 
to education, health care,; credit, jobs and basic rights. Not 
only :do they gain a greater sense of their own possibility and 
promise, they earn new res~ect in their families and communities. 
Everybody benefits. '! 

I 

As a leader in economic growth in Europe, Poland can also be 
I . 

a leader in promoting the human'dimensiop,of,democracy, 
, ·1 ' ..,

particularly social investments that will improve conditio~s for 
women I children and fami11bs. 

i 
1 

I say this, in part, because I recognize the important role 
I

that women have played thrpughout Poland's history. Although I 
d.id not have the chance tOI visit the University in Krakow, I have 
heard many times the stori of Queen Jadwiga [Yahd-vee-gah] 
,selling her crown jewels tp pay for the school's restoration 
centuries ago. 

I have read about the! Polish women who wore black in 
mourning for their .countr~ during the great uprising of 1863. And 
I know that in the days ofl Solidarity, women were the backbone of 
the underground press. so~e of those same women lead Poland' 's 
modern journalistic eBtab~ishment today.

I 
. ! 
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My point is simply dhiS: Women are a key to building civil 
society - and to progre~s and prosperity in every country, , 
including yours and mineJ 

I 

I 

I am proud that theiUnited States is working with committed 
I 

men an.d women here in Potand to strengthen'civil society by 
improving the health of ehildren and families, bolstering human 
r.i.ghts, assuring: freedoml the press, encouraging environmental 
protections and economic, development, and promoting c:i.vic 
e~cni~. . ' 

I 
Today~ I have the hbnor of announcing that~ as part of our 

ongoing commitment to thb Democracy Network Program, the United
I " 

States government, through its Agency for International 
Development, .{wilL contribute,, $700,000 for. up to 36 small grants 
to be given". out·. lateI;' chits month. And, I am pleased' tha.t so many. 
past .recipients,o·are:: w'i-t~ us today,_~ , 

, 
The' grants that·I a:mannounoing,like previous ones, will be 

delivered to non-govern~ental organi~ations that are building 
democracy on the front 1ines in Poland by helping local groups 
protect their environmerlt, improve health services, enable women 
to take their rightful place in society and teach children the, 
values of democracy_ I . 

Above all, the NGO~ that enjoy American support are helping 
people in Poland organi~e themselves and form associations to 

I .
solve their problems at: the grass roots level. ' 

This USAID supportIfor these projects represents America's 
confidence in and commitment ,to Poland's future. It also . I 

represents our belief tFatde~ocracy will only work if it is 
rooted in the hearts, m;inds and actions. of, the Polish people. 

I 

There is no doubt :that democracy. has found a home in Poland. 
Before I left the. Unite'd States to come on this trip, a POlish­
American friend gave mei a copy of the preamble to the Polish 

I ' . 
Constitution of 1791. What an extraordinary and timeless document 
. t . Il. 1..s. I 

I 

I
.It describes a poland "free from t,he Shameful shackles of

I . .
foreign might" ~ . _ ana Polish people who prize "more than life, 
and every personal con~ideration, .the political existence, 

I 
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, ' , I 

external independence and ~nterna.l liberty" of their nation. 
No wonder Polish~Americans lareso,proUd of that Constitution and 
of their homeland's;: devotion to fre!e!dom. No wonder they feel so 
much joy ~n Pol~nd's progr~ss since 19B9. 

, Two hundred ye~rs ago,) when Polish liberty was extingui'shed, 
America was too new, too far away to help. Now we have another 
chance, and this time we at.e here. We are helping you undo - ' 

, 1 

once and, for all - the faJ.lse judgment of history.
I 
I 

When I return to WashjJngton next week, I will look out the' 
window of the White House ~t the statue of General Kosh-you-shko 
in L~f~yette Squ~re. And I jwill know with certainty that the 
ideals', of 'freedom he' fought; for. have finally triumphed in Poland. 

1 

I 

Thank; 'you;, very: 'much'..:' .I 


### 
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