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MRS CLIN'l'ON: Thank you.: Thank you. Thank you so much Leila. It' 
Iis such a qreat honor a~d pleasure for me to be here. I am 

indeed very touched :py ~his luncheon and the kind words that both 
Doctor Hahut and Leila have said about me. I don't know that I 
deserve them but I certainly did like hearinq them. It was an 
especially poiqnant mom~nt for those of us in ,the White House 
when we were honored to host the Eid's celebration and to have so 
many representatives of the various aspects of ,the American- ' 
Muslim experience there:with us. And just as then, I am also now 
very happy to be here with you. I want to thank the Muslim 
Public Affairs council, ;the Muslim Women's Leaque, 'and all of you 
who are part of this lu~cheon. 

I especially I want to thank you ,for the efforts that you 

,are undertakinq to reach out ,both individually andthrouqh such 

orqanizations as the'Leaque and Council t.o your fellow citizens 

to assist all Americans ,in understandinq the richness of your 

faith, and your traditions and your heritaqe. 

, 'I ' 

Leila and I were b~th very moved by our experiences in 

Beijinq. I was particularly qrateful for her contributions and 

her leadership there on ibehalf of herself and on behalf of the 

Leaque. But what was especially noteworthy was that qathered 

toqether in one place,w~re women arid men from around our qlobe, 

who were joined toqethe~ in seekinq common qround and'solutions 

for the problems we alliconfront. 


Those of us in America may not face the difficulties that 
women and qirls face in ,other countries in achievinq education or 
health care or participatinq in the lives of their communities, 
but we too face difficulties that can only be met by people 
honestly helpinq one andther, sharinq their hearts, their minds, 

,their experiences. And:I am qrateful that women everywhere are 
joininq toqether in the iaftermath of that conference to seek 

•
solutions on behalf of ~hemselves, theirneiqhbors, their. . 
dauqhters, their qranddauqhters. And we do so not alone, because 
just as we saw in Beiji~q, and we see here, there are many men 
who also share our visidn ofa world in which all people who are 



. ~. 

• equal' in the sight of Gpd are also equal in tbe sigbt of tbeir 
fellow men· and women. 

.... ~ ... 

• 


I must say a wor4pf tbanks to Leila's busband,. because be 
wrote an article tbat appeared in tbe Atlantic Journal 
Constitution wben Leila: was in Beijing 'about bis experiences
taking care of tbeir twp young sons and it was a 'funny and moving
article. It, reminded me often of tbe times my busband took care 
of our daugbter ,wben I~' d be gone at some event or otber 
obligation. And, as I write in my book, sbedidn't always eat 
tbe way I wanted ber to: eat, sbe di"dn't always get to sleep 
exactly wben I wanted b~r to get to sleep, but sbaring tbe most 
important of all buman obligations -- tbat of parenting our 
cbildren -- witb a supp~rtive and loving busband is one of tbe 
great joys of any women's life. 'And so I want to tbank salaam for 
tbat. 

I am very proud: tbatnot only'did tbe'delegation to Beijing,
but tbat tbis country really symbolizes wbat we are attempting to 
do and bave been doing tor more tban two bundred years. Turning
America into a more perfect union, a land' of opportunity and 
freedom and of bope for: all people.' We bave so benefited from 
successive generations of immigrants wbo bave worked bard to 
acbieve tbe American dream for tbemselves and tbeir families. 
And in·turn, tbe traditions tbey bave brougbt bere bave enricbed 
and strengtbened tbe fabric of American society. 

We see tbe influence of people from every part of tbe globe, 
every day - in tbe food we eat, tbe music we listen to, tbe art 
we enjoy, tbe languages and accents we bear on our streets. And 
as Americans we bave long relied on our diverse religious 
traditions for tbe cour.ge and faitb to meet tbe cballenges of 
our times. Islam is tb. fastest growing religion in America., It 
is a guide and pillar of stability for'many of our people. Tbat 
is wby an understanding'of Islam in our country is long overdue. 
I was pleased wben tbe .cknowledqments were being made tbat tbere 
were bere witb uS'repre~entatives of tbe Cbristian'and Jewisb 
communities in tbe Los Angeles area wbo bave also worked bard to 
spread a greater unders~anding of Islam in tbeir own 
congregations. I, 

Like many Americans, I only recentlybave begun to gain a 
fuller appreciation of Islam. When I was growing up in a suburb 
of cbicago, tbere were ~o courses in Islamic bistory or religion.
in my scbool. Tbere w~re no Muslim families in my neighborbood. 
Tbere were very few opportunities, if any, for me even to 
encounter and visit with American Muslims. Tbat bas cbanged. 
know from my own family land personal experience, it bas not only
cbanged because we now have so many more opportunities, but it 
bas cbanged because tbo~e of you wbo are Muslim Americans bave 

, I

begun to reacb out and sbare your,experiences witb us.' 

I bave to admit tba.t a good deal of wbat I bave learned, as 
Leila referred to early,: bas come from mydaugbter, wbo,took a . 

I 
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• course last year in Is~amic history taught by an American-Muslim 
who is on her school faculty.' And o,n our travels to Islamic 
countries in southeast Asia last year"and to Turkey' this year,
she provided me with a ~unning commentary on everything we saw 
and visited. I was als'o privileged in Istanbul to meet with 
leaders representing alilof the great religious traditions that 
trace their roots to th'at historical city. I was impressed, as I 
sat in the Islamic cultural· center in Istanbul with Muslims, 
Christians of" every den:omination represented in the city, and , 

'Jewish representatives to hear them discussing their own efforts 
, to increase religious tolerance and mutual understanding. 

. I . ' 

And earlier this year, when we did host our celebration at 
the WhiteHouse, it .was: a joyous occasion.' Americans of African, 
and Asian, and Arabdespent gathered together to mark the end of 

, the month long Ramadan taste .There were men in business, suits. 
and children in traditi~nal dress. There were young babies 
sleeping on their mothers' shoulders. They represented, as you
do, the diversity that lies within the Muslim community in 

'America. Present. there 'I was the first Muslim, chaplain to serve in 
the US military who off~red a prayer, and a young girl of twelve, 
the daughter of Iraqi immigrants who spoke of the meaning of 
Ramadan to her. 

The president and I are committed to doing everything we can 
to make sure that Muslim children, just like Jewish and Christian 
children in America,'will be able to look at the White House.and 
know that there is recoqnition of the importance of their 
religious beliefs and t~at they too will be able to celebrate 
their holies~ days in t~e White House for years to come. Through
all of these experiences and through my own reading, I have 
learned what you know. iThat the values that lie at the heart of 
your experince ~s MUsli+s, values of faith and of family, of 
community and of responsibility for the' less fortunate, are 
values that are powerfui. And they are ones that you share in 
common with others of u•.whoalso seek to honor and live by'our
values everyday. 

I' 

Taking our values of ·our faith into the public arena is a 

difficult and challengi~g effort. To keep our own traditions 

alive, to share them wi~h others, to. contribute to our po~itical 

and public discourse, b~t to do so in an .tmosphere of mutual 

understanding and respect is one of the challenges that America',
I ,.
like many other countri~s around the world, .now faces. How do we 

,make sense of this rapi4ly changi."g global economy and society? 
How do we hold on to what we value? And how do we take those 
values and use them to ~elp us meet the challenges of the future?, 

I believe that one ~of our qreatstrengths as Americans is 

that we are a diverse peopl~, that we do come from different 


e backgrounds, and we do ~ave different 'points of view. But for 
those of 'us who share the mono-theistic religions that arose from 

"'... - ,~ the beginning of Judais~, Christianity, and Islam, we have so many 



• values in common that toqether we can help to shape a more 
compassionate and carinq society. We 'can help to imbue people 
with personal responsib~lity for themselves, for their children, 
for their communities. : And as we meet our challenqes, I hope we 
will look for ways· to d~ just that. 

You know, in his state of the Union address, my husband 
talked about challenqes'we confront as a nation, challenqes to 
cherish our children an~strenqthen our families, to invest in 
education, to make it possible. for people who work hard for a 
livinq to feel that they are makinq a decent livinq for 
themselves and their' children, to quarantee some protection from 
crime and violence, and I to work towardS preservinq the 
environment that we hold as stewards ,on behalf of future 
qenerations.Also to ~intain American leadership, here and 

. abroad. To .continue the drive for peace, and freedom, and 
justice around the worl<a, and to make democracy work better here 
at home and elsewhere. !Now those .are the"challenqes of our 
times, and there 

I .. 
are many sub-challenqes under each of 

. 
,those. 

But sometimes, in moments of qreat chanqe as we confront 
today, it is too easy tc;, fill·l back on stereotypes, on neqativism, 
on th~ answers that driyepeople apart instead of brinqinq them 
toqether.. I know th~t many of you in this room have not only
traveled to Bosnia,but!have supported. the people of Bosnia 
durinqthe last terrible years. This sprinq my dauqhter and I 
saw first hand what canihappen to a society when people forqet to 
look at each other as h¥man beinqs.Wben people are driven to 
hatred and extremism 'an4 violence because of propaqanda and the 
'stir~inq of emotions,th~t are not rooted in oqr common 
experience, but are dev~sed ·for someone else's political or 
commerc,ial advantaqe. ~. listened to the men and women who' came 
to meet me in Tuzla, qathered in that room and our United states 
military headquarters, ¥here Muslims and Christians and Jews who 
had tried under the mos~ horrific.of cir~umstances to keep , 
hospitals and clinics q~inq to treat the wounded and the sick, to 
.teachchildren, to qather for reliqious services, and I saw the . 
pain in their eyes and I heard the bewilderment in'their voices 
as to how this. could happen. 

, ~ 

And we look around the world and we see that it is not only
Bosnia, but there are m~ny p'laces where those who would divide 
us, who would stereotyp~ us, are sowinq their evil seeds. . 
Whether it is i~ central Africa or. Asia or Europe, Northern 
Ireland or here at home~ yet I also saw, as I helicoptered to 
two of our American military outposts, clothes lines with clean, 
white sheets hanqinq fr<:)m the windows of roofless houses. I saw 
families beqinninq to return to till their fields, and I felt, as 

. I always do, that we ha~ to J.)elieve that we could make a 
difference, a more hope~ul and peaceful world, and' that we could 
never qive in to the vo~ces of extremism and hatred and violence. 

http:horrific.of
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• Because what I heard there were the voices of people
yearning for normalcy aqain•.. Theyjust.wanted to get back to the 
lives that had.been so J:>rutally interrupted. 

The united states thr~ugh, its leadership and the NATO 
p~acekeeping efforts, w~s attempting to do just that. As 
important to me. as. what l had already.. been :accomplished -- to 
separate the combatants; and to begin to encourage people to 
return to ,their·homes apd take up their lives again -- was the 
examp'le that our younq ~en and women were setting for Bosnians 
and for others. As my helicopter landed at Camp Bedrock or camp' 
Alicia; places thathadi been carved out bY,our American military 
to house our soldiers, I saw the promise of America; I saw men 
and w,omen wearing uniforms, I saw Christian,· Huslim and Jewish 
young people in the city, the oountry, the suburbs joined 
together on behalf of o~r oommitment to peaoe. As important as 
anything our leaders doi, they exemplified what it means for 
people to live together' who have different beliefs, who have. 
different'faiths,who opme·t:romdifferent tJ;'aditions and 
heritages. . . .' 

• 
Perhaps at no timeiin history has the Amerioan promise been 

more important. We have to make Amerioa work. We have to be 
willing to improve our pwn demooraoy, to stand up against our own 
voioes,of hatred and di~ision. And it'is especially important, 
that we do so by oelebr.ting eaoh other, by respeoting eaoh 
other. 'And I know we a:lready heard a reading. from the holy . Koran 
that was done so well by the woman who read earlier. But think 
baok' on those wo~ds, an;d ..ifweremember that mankind was oreated 
from a single pa1r of male and female and made into,nations and 
tribes,·that you may knOw eaoh other, then fundamentally we are 

. all on,e. And beoause o:f our great traditions we are able to 
enrioh.the human experi'enoe and we are partioularly able to 
enrioh this great exper:tDient known ,as Amerioa. .' 

,I . , 

I want to thank Yo,u' for, being part of building and improving 
Amerioa, I want to thank you foreduoating and making more aware 
your fellow citizens of! your partioular baokgrounds, experienoes 
and the meaning of your; faith. 

'And I want to ohal;lenge all of us to realize that in the 
next years ahead, muoh 'of the world will look to us ;to see if it 
is possible for Christi,an, Huslim and Jew to live in harmony; for 
blaok, white and brown !to work together ~ide by side; for men and 
women to support and love and respeot eaoh other; and for 
children, regardless of) who their families might be, to be given
the opportunity to beo~me whoever God meant them to be. It is a 
wonderful time to be an Amerioan, and I thank you for helping us 
oontinue to realize the' promise that Amerioa represents. .Thank ' 
you very muoh;. 

• 



