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Triton Community College,(,Chicago, 6/12/96 

• 
MRS. CLINTO~: Thank you. Th~nk you so much, Mr. Laster 

(phonetic). Judith Wi tme'r (phonetic) and I were backstage listening 
to Mr. Laster, and I jus~have to tell you, thesesto es always get 
to me. . And I said to her, you know, I don't know how. you work here 
day in and day out, because th~re are thousands of stories like this, 
wher.e this community coll:ege, representing 'the best of the community 
and 6f the.college education and training, changes people's lives. 
And we' just have heard a Iwonderful testimonial to that.' 

, 
President Jdurant (phonetic), thank you for this 

invitation to be here. I'm pleased to be with so many elected 
of cials and faculty, staff, students of thi~ college'. This is 
quite a trip down nostalgia trail for me, because, some of you may 
know, I grew up just· 20 minutes away in Park Ridge. And I believe 
that Park Ridge was part of Triton College's original dist ct, " 
because I know that my mdther took ~ course here as the first real 
venture she took in going to school after having graduated from high 
school but never having liad a chance togo to college ..And she was, 
and is, a great reader, so she took a philosophy course here at 
Triton. ,And then,when our distr~ct changed and we wer'e in the 
Oakton district, she everttually got her associate degree from Oakton. 

So it,gives :me a lot of pleasure to be here; I called 
her from the car on the way from the airport, and she was thrilled to 
know that I would be with all of you and how much thii experience 
here at T ton and at Oakton made in her life. And then I arrived 
and I looked across ~ield ·where I came'to go visit the GM 
automoti ve mechanics class and there was Kiddieland. (Laughter. ), I 
mean, I got to tell you that -- (applause) -- I'm hear at one of my 
best friend's from grade school, who has been a lifelong friend of 
mine met me at the airpott. And we pulled up in the car and I said, 
"Betsy, is that Kiddieland?" And she said; "That's Kiddieland." 

And I mean,in those days, we're talking now nearly a 
half ~entury ago, Kiddieland was what you did on really special days, 
usually with grandp~rents after church for some reasdn. 'You would go 
out to lunch. I mean, tRis only happened maybe twice or three times 
a year, and you would really look forward to it. So you would end up 
at Kiddieland in your cblrch clothes. '(Laughter.) . 

And I' can r~member,. you kpow,! my brothers with' those 
little clip-on ties and me with these little dresses on racing around 
Kiddieland on that'littl~ roller coaster and ferris ~heel and then 
they had these ponies, these patient ponies that they would put you 
on and let you just kind'of walk around, over and over again, and 
, . I'. ' 
it's ght next to the Homestead restaurant, which is another 
favorite place of mine, ~nd run by a ,end of mine I went to 
kindergarten with; and atross from Maywood Park; 

I mean, I jhst can't believe everything that is going on 
this afternoon; But I think that, in a way, is what this place is 
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about, ·because it joins t~gether so many dif re~t aspects of 
community. It gives to p:eople the opportunities that you just cannot 
find anywhere e+se - to pursue an education, to get training, to 
come back to school, to d'owhat Mr. Laster did with the Readjustment 
Act help_ The diversity pf students enrolled in this college and 
communi ty colleges across; our country is a testament to the fact that 
education must not and ca'nnot .be a one-'shot experience any longer. 

. . 
And here at Triton mor.ethan 17,000 students, ranging 

from very young to'th~ very bId, are working in all kinds of ways· 
to advance their minds; their job opportunities, their skills, their 
experiences. I know that here at Triton there are elementary school 
students who are eager for ,more challenging schoolwork. There are 
young people right out of high schoQt or jtist in their twenties who 
are hoping to get an associate degree and then perhaps go on to a 
colI or university. ' 

There are single moms training for careers that will 
enable to support their own' children.' And there are so many 
homemaker,s and others who are completing the degree programs they 
interrupted to raise fami:lies. And, workers, as I look" at the 
uni rms that I saw earlier in the class ori a~tomotive mechanics, are 
here with the law enforcement contingent. And so many of the rest of 
the stpdents here' who are: working to advance their skills win 
better~paying jobs, ptomo~ions, and generally make a better future 
for themselves.' , 

'" 

So this plac:e re IT does repr:esent a community of 
learning that :serves the community. And, you know, there is no more 
important investment than' education. And whether it I S an individual 
or a family or an entire bountry, inve~ting in education is the only 
way we can guarantee that we will be well prepared an 
unpredictable future. 

You know, my, husband likes to call this time an "Age of 
Possibili ty." ,And th~t c.ertainly is true as we look at a new global 
economy taking shape and ~he opportunities available to individual 
Americans for greater p'rosperi ty. But we so face the risks and 

lenges of stiffer competition. And new technology is bringing 
the world closer together, ,changing the way we communicate and do 
business, but also disrupting lationships. you know, there is no 
way that you can conduct anonymously the same quality of human 
interaction that you can face to face. So we have to understand both 
the extent and the limits,~f virtual reality and how to rna in our 
human connections in the midst of it. 

We have s~en changes in everything from the family to 
the workplace. And when IT was' just in the automotive c s I was 
told something again that; made me' feel old ~nd ised, and that is 
that we now have so many ,cars that are made in America which have 
more compu,ter power than was found in the Apollo 11 when Neil 
Armstrong went tomoop. ,And that's a stunning statistic. 

So for all o:f us, we have to be prepared bet'ter than 
ever to face these challehges and, in this ag~ of possibility, in 
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order to turn it into an age of,probability, gettin~ that education 
is both an individual and a national responsibility.

f 
, , ' 

One of the ~hings that will make a difference in the 
years to come is the support we give to our community colleges and to 
the individual students who attend them. It's imperatiVe that we do 
all we can to make lifelong learning a reCility for. our people. And 
that's one of the strong~st convictions that my hu~band holds. He 
believes starting when yo,u' very young, and I believe, in the first 
three years of Ii , you ;lay the groundwork for much o.f what comes 
later. And so I' ill' always, urging parents to talk to and read to, their 
babies. ' 

I had a man say to me 0 r day, why would I talk to 
,her? She can I t talk back. ,And I said, because when you talk to her 
your w.ords are feeding heir brain, 'just as when she i.s fed you.' re 
feeding her body. And so: we know learning starts in the home. ,We 
also' know that programs like Head Start make it possible for young 
kids to be prepared when ,they enter school. And then we know that 
public education has to bie supported and a . of us have to stand 
ready to make public educiation as ,good as it can be.' 

But today's economy, 12 years 'of education is rarely 
enough. More than half o,f the new jobs created in the last three 
years -- and since my husband became President, we have seen the 
creation of 9.7 million n~w jobs, which is wonderful news for our 
economy and for people who now are able to be in the work force -
but more than half of them have been managerial and professional
jobs,; : 

, Today a typi~al worker with a college degree makes 73 
rcent more than a worker with a high school diploma. And two years 

of college ·from an institption like ton means a 20 percent . 
increase in annual ea ngs. That's why the President believes 
strongly that our country should make t,he 13th and 14th years of 
education as universally available to all Ame cans as the first 12 
are today. . 

Last week the President introduced his plan r what he 
calls America's Hope Scholarshlps. Under the plan students will get 
a $1500 refundable tax cr~dit for tuition in their first,y~ar of 
college, and anothei $1500 so long as they mainiain a' B'average and 
stay off drugs. So, many: of the young ~eopl~ who want to come to 
Triton andcan't' afford it would be able to, which would be good new~ 
for them and us. (Applause.) 

I visited a community college on'Saturday in 'Orlando, 
Florida, and I had a chanGe to .talk wi th some of the students there, . 
and they were students of, various ages and experiences. Some of them 
returning worke Ii Mr. Laster. Some of them had been out of high 
school for a year or two in the job market and saw that they needed 
more education and better skills. Some hoping to go onto a four-year 
college and get an advanced degree of some kind. But everyone ,of 

,them ,told me about the fi:pancial struggles they face in being able to 
afford community college'.' ' 

• 




I 

You know, and I· can' imagine s' ti'ng in this room are 
many people who. are worki~g'full time, or at least part time, who~e 
families have had td make! considerable, sac fic~s for you to aiford 
the cost of the credits ypu' rea ttempting t.o· ear,n here at Triton. 
And what the 'President be1lieves, which I think is so right given the 

I . . .
global economy and what w~ need to be prepared, is that if we make 
higher education within tpe financial reach' of every citizen, then 
it's up to you, truly. Then it really is 'g:oing to depend on whether 
you, the individual student, will do as, Mr. Laster" said:, Work hard 
and take responsibility. I But doo will be ope~. 

, 
,NOW, the ,Hop:e Scholarships are just one part of ,the 

President's commi tment to: education .. 'He also proposing a $10,000 
tax. deduction 'for familie~who are paying r college, gr~duate, 
school, ,or certified training and technical programs. That too will 
encourage families that mk y not be, able to afford all of· the cost of, 
just raising children·andLpaying mortgages and car payments and all 

, that we know famili "hav:e to contend wi th today to pla~ fo'r college 
and be able to afford it.: . 

The Presiden~also wants to see four-year institutions 
more affordable. ,And ,so pe is working to . rease Pell Grants and to. 
st'reamline student loans ~nd expand the work-studyprogra~. Through" 
the national.service corps program known as, Americorps, ;30,000 young 
people' have earned mon'ey !for college;' And by end of next year, 
65,000 ~ill benefi·t from'~his opportunity. Perhaps there are som~ 
students now here at Tritpn who will take advantage of that. 

i ' 

So whe'n we l:ook at't'he entire life .span now, I think we 
can see that preparing fo:rlifelong 'learning should becqme as natural 
as anything .el~e we do. i~ our lives, st~rting with all of the , 
preparation that v~ry,youhg children need through public education, 
on into community college! 'ano. four-year institutions, and then into 
the work rce. 

;, 

There will bb m~ny reasons'~hy peoplewiil choose to 
come to ' an institution su'ch as Triton. And what we see when we are 
he,re ,is really' a cross-se:ction of America . 'We see people of all 'ages 
and backgrounds, racialahd igious and ethnic origins. We see 
people wi th, fots and lotsl of experience and. those who are just 
starting out .. We have cl~sses in automoti~e mechanics or tractor
trailertiriving or traini~g deputies ,the sheriff's ·of ce or 
philosophy like my mothed took. We have the full range of edutation 
'and tr~ining opportunitie!s .that will equippeopl,e for their own 
futures. 

,NOW, if eco~omics were the only reason to support 
Triton, I nk that wou~d b~ enci~gh of a reason, because certainly 
equipping people'to'make ~ be li for themselves and their 
families has always been tcri ti to progress in America, and the 
fulfillment of the Americ'an Dr'earn for gener:atiop after generation of, 

, Americans. ' But I thinkdommuni ty colleges serve another purpose as 
I ' ' 

well that is also very i~portant. 
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There is something about creating .citizens with a stake 
in our, country tha~ corrum.tni,ty colleges are particularly well .equipped 
to do. We have been the ilongest-las ng democracy the history of 
the world because we have always had enough citizens who cared enough 

•
to be committed to the quality of our lives together, to understand 

. . I··. •
that polltlcs and government were Dot spectator sports; that there 
was always a role, wheth~rit was voting or participating or running 
for office that came from those who understood how you keep a 
democracy alive. I . 

) 

Education i~ about building a deeper understanding of 
ourselves and human civilization. It is also about expanding one's 
capacity for tolerance arid compassion and responsible behavior. It 
also equips ~s to make b~tter sense of this complicated world, to be . 
able to listen to what we hear or we read and, you know, make our own 
judgments, not be st'ampec,ied by what the climate is telling us at any 
one time. ' i 

Some of you;maY,recall that I was recently in Bosnia 
'with my daughter a few m0.nths ago, and I went to sit our troops and 
to thank them for their ~acrifices. And while I was there,' I met 
with citizens from Bosni~ who told me what they had gone through over 
the last years. I met with Muslim and Croat and Serbian Bosnians, 
and I listened to their ~tories. And they told me about times when

I " .
there were knocks on the ,door and people were there to take their 
husband or father away. ,Doctors and nurses described how they t ed 
to keep hospital clinicslopen under bombardme~t. A teacher explained 
how he attempted to roun~ up children if thei could come out safely 
so they could continue t9 learn. 

And I heardithe pain in their voices and I saw it in 
their eyes. And 1'11 neyerforget how they explained to me how 
bewildered they were that after they had lived peacefully wi one 
another in recent years, iall of a sudden they ~ound themselves 
engaged in violence, in~thnic cleansing, in all 6f the horrible 
things that, we read about and know about that happened, and was 
struck by how several of; them said that they didn't have anything 
against their neighbors, ibut there were al~ these sto s they heard 

they heard them on the radio; they read them in the newspapers -
about how one group was going to hurt another group or going to drive 
from their homes a thirdigroup, and it created a climate of fear and 
anxiety, and it overrode! their own personal experience and their 
understanding of their own lives. ' 

I went f~6mimy visit with those people to see our 
military troops, and I wtsh everyone of you could have been with me. 
When'the helicopter took off from Tuzla and landed at two outposts, 

, Camp Bedrock and Camp Al~cia, I saw front of me our very best 
young people, not unlikelthe young people who are here at Triton 
trying to make their fut~res as well. I saw men and women. I saw' 
black and brown and white. I met Christia'n and Muslim' and Jewish 
soldiers. I talked with! kids from the ty, the suburb, and the 
country. And'every one 9f you would have been proud at,the work 
they're doing to try to give the people of Bosnia a chance to make 
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peace r themse s. T~at's their military missiOn, and they're 
performing admirably. 

But they, i~ a way, have another mission as well. That 
mission is to display to ~he Bosnians and to everyone else in the 
world what it means when people corne together from different 
backgrounds, dif rent beliefs, but ar~ able to work together on 
behalf of a common cause.: 

You know, as: I talked with those. soldiers, they told me 
how sad it was that there: used to be people of different backgrounds 
living side by side and now both their homes have beenbornbed. They 
told me how only recently} at the time I sited, were children 
venturing out to play again. And they felt,as I did how lucky we 
were to have the blessing$ we take for granted here in America, and 
how people a~ound the wor~d ye~rn just for the nor~alcy that we get 
up every day and enjoy.: . 

When I came00me, I thought about that a lot, because in 
a way, wh.ether it's our Ariterican military displaying how people corne 
together and work orwhetfuer it's a community college that takes 
people from every differe~t background, we this country have a 
stake in demonstrating ho~ we can get along with each other, how we 
can tolerate one another: : We don't have to like each other. There 
are a lot of people I donit like, but .there are people whom I know I 
have to respect and be to~erant toward, even if they don't agree with 
me or like me very much. ' 

I 

I . 

And every day' that's what happens in America. You know, 
we have our problems. Th~ President today was highlighting the 
difficulty we have been f~cing throughout the South the last few 
months with these church burnings, fueled by prejudiGe and" extremism. 
And all of America has a sltake in standing up against that and 
saying, never will we let ~omething Ii that get out of hand, 
because I have seen first hand myself what can happen when the voices 
of extremism and ignoranc~ and h~tred are allowed to go unanswered 
and unchecked. 

So when I think about a place like Triton, I think about 
how at every point in Amer:ican history when we have had challenges we 
have risen to them. And eaucation has been a key all the way 
through, Starting with one~room schoolhouses on the frontier to the 
incredible decision that was made in the midst of the Civil War by 
Abraham Lincoln and theCopgress to invest in land-grant colleges, to 
the G.I. Bill after World War II, which a lot of people opposed, 
saying there will be plenty of jobs; the~e returning veterans don't· 
need to go to school; just: get them back in the job market. 

, 

But people un0erstood that we were not just investing 
.for today but fortomorrow~ And that's what this college stands for. 
So yes, it gives each of y6u a chance to earh more money, to expand 
youi experience, to get ani education, but it gives all of us who 

'support institutions like Triton a continuing commitment to education 
as the glue which holds this democracy together, and as the best 
possible investment we canimake as a nation in preparing for an 
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I 
uncertain challenging future that ~waits, just a few years from now, 
in a new century. 

I 

Thank you: being part of making that happen. Thank 
you . (Applause. )
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