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Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank you all so 
much. It is such a great honor and pleasure for me to 
be here this morn~ng. It feels great to be home, to 
see so many friends, to reminisce about past times here 
at the University at Fayetteville and in Arkansas. 

Chancellor Ferritor ,:and Pre~iderit Sugg, Chairman. 
Epley and distinguished members of the Board of 
Trustees, all of the adniinistrators· and fiacul ty 
members~ Mrs. Jones,. and' students, particularly those 
who have just been honor.ed, but'all of you who are 
graduating either with baccalaureate degrees or 
advanced .degrees as part of the ceremonies today_ 

I do think. of Fayetteville as home. It is the 
first place I lived when I followed my heart to 
Arkansas and came here to join the faculty of the iaw 
school because I had me 'a young man·from Arkansas named 
Bill Clinton. We loved .our years at the university. I 
can remember still sharfngan office in Waterman Hall 
with Milt Copeland. I dan remember the un-air . 
conditioned·classrooms .tn the heat of the fall and the 
spring. I can remember :many walks across the campus 
with my friends, fellow professors like Diane Blair or 
Ann Henry. I can remember the students who I faced 
every day in class and f,el t that they were amongst the 
smartest and most promising young people in the entire 
country. I can remember all that it took for me to 
become a member of this community, both because I was 
on the faculty, but because I loved living here. 

There were some adj~stments, I do recall, to 
living in Fayetteville. ; I had never lived in a plac~ 
quite as small as this town was then, more than twenty 
years ago. And, when I ':d go to· the IGA and wr i te a. 
check for food and the woman behind the cash register 
would look for a minute :and then kind of size me up and 
say, "Oh, you're the neW' lady law professor.".,. 

http:honor.ed


[Laughter]. I realized that I was in a place where 
,everyone would know me and that was a~henomenon that I 
would either get used teor have to put up with in some 
way. I also realized that the connections among people 
here at this university ~ere ones that I had missed in 
my previous years. And ;that I soon began almost taking 
for granted. 

One saturday when I was in my office and catching 
up on the work of the past week and still very 
concerned about knowing all of my students, even though 
I had quite large classes, I realized that one young 
man had not appeared in class for an entire week. And 
I worried about that, so I called information. I got 
an operator, those were the days when you actually had 
a human voice on the oth¢r end of the telephone. And I 
said, 'I'm looking for a number for ... and I named the 
young man, "John Jones. ": 'And the operator said, "Is 
that Johnny Jones on Oak street?1I And I said, III 
believe that's right... And the operator said, IIHe's 
not home." I said, "Exc,Use me?" She repeated, "He's 
not home, he went camping." I don't know that anywhere 
else in the world could a university ,faculty member 
pick up the phone and ta'lk to an information operator 
who knew where her student was. But that's the kind of 
place this university wa:s, and is, and I trust will , 
continue to be. A place: of excellence and commitment, 
but also of those connections, those values that Jason 
talked about. 

I want to say for tllis audience particularly, that 
this university is one of our nation's best kept 
secrets. It's one of the finest public institutions,of 
higher learning anywhere~ I would put this faculty up 
against any other in the, nation. I would put the 
students up against any pthers in the nation, and t 
would recommend the spirit of 'inclusiveness, 
egalitarianism and community that this place embodies 
to many, many others. sb I want to thank all of you 
for being part of fl stat¢ and a ,co~munity and a 
university I love, and fpr inviting me back to share 
this celebration. I have to 'confess that when 
Chancellor Ferritor refeFred to my earlier graduation 
speech in 1988, I was a little taken aback because I 
honestly didn't remember! speaking. That's what happens 
when you get older. At least to me. But I did 
remember, seeing on the platform together, Senator 
Fullbright and the late ~nd former Representative 
Claude Pepper. And I repall so distinctly their being 
here, both of them with their connections to this 
university, and one kidding the other about how he was 
older and therefore wise~ and the other was younger cfnd 
therefore could remember: more. I of course, thought I 
was merely a spectator. 



I now recall lthat I actu'ally was speaking as well. 
Because I saw so much th:at happened here in those years 
that I do remember, of which I was not a part at all. 
It was watching the pride on the faces of young· 
students who were thefi:rst in their families to attefhd 
the university. Talking to parents who had sacrificed 
and given all they could: to ensure that those students 

. would be here. And·since tomorrow is Mother's Day, I 

want to thank and congra~ulate all of the parents, 

especially the proud mothers and fathers, but also 

grandparents, husbands, wives, sons and daughters, all 

whose sacrifice has made it possible for the


I .
accomplishments we celebrate today. 

It is something that! we often take for 'granted in 
our·country, that we have the finest system of higher 
education in the world. That we educate so many of our 
young people, sending them out into this changing 
global economy and global society. prepared as best we .. 
can provide for them to ineet the challenges of their ' 
time. . . 

Now it is common for commenc~ment speakers to try 
to sum up or at least· to illuminate some part of that' 
experience that awaits all of you. But there isn't 
anyone that I know of wh9 can predict with any accuracy 
or certainty what is going to happen tomorrow, or the 
next day, or the one aft~r that. It becomes even more 
difficult when we live amidst the pace 'of change that 
marks the end of this century and the beginning of this 
new millennium. . 

,If we look back thro~gh history, we can see that 
every generation faced c~allenges and many who preceded 
us thought that they were living ih times that would 
never improve, that would not get better. We can look 
back at the last millennium and we can see people who 

• ',. .!, . .'

then thought Clvlllzatlon was at an end. We can look 
. back at this last century, and none of us, were we here 
in 1896, I believe" could have predicted at all what 
has happened slnce. But we do know that the challehges 
and the change are a constant. And yet we also should 
see them as opportunitie~. And there are two ways each 
of us has to address both, in our individual. lives and 
in our lives in the larger world. 

Yes, a new global economy gives us the possibility 
of greater prosperity, but also stiffer competition. 
Yes, new technology can ~ring ,us closer together, but 
virtual reality cannot sribstitute for human connectiohS 
and relationships. Yes, ~he dynamics of family life are 
changing, with mothers and fathers and sons and 
daughters struggling to ~ake sense of who is 



responsible for ,what in .the most intimate of our 
relationships. with peqple in the workforce in this 
country at higher than ~ver averages, but nothing 
sUbstitutes for the love, the attention, the discipline 
and the acceptance that .comes only through the family. 

And the world around us is changing. We see that 
every day. Now in the midst of such change it is 
always tempting to look .for and seize upon easy 
answers, to use stereoty:pes and generalizations to 
describe the world, to :box it up to try to make sense 
of it. That is, I believe, to be expected. ' 

• 

We find ourselves sifting and sorting out 'all of 
these competing tensions. and values. And'sometimes if 
we are not careful, simplifying them to the 'point that 
we do ourselves and the ~imes in which we live an . 
injustice. That is one of the reasons why education, 
creating that tension in'side where we are able to carry 
different values' together to make sense of disparate 
pieces of information is! so critical. 'But we have to 
do it with an understanding of the importance of thos'e 
with educations to stand up against the easy answers, 
the stereotypes,' the labels • 

For example, you kno:w the kind 'of thing I'm 
talking about. We see it every day in the, media: 

If y6u're under 25, you're an apathetic Generation 
X'er. 

If you~re over 40, you're a self-indulgent Baby 
Boomer. 

If you're a liberal,; you're. a bleeding heart. 

If, you're a conservative, you have no heart. 

If you're a Democrat!ic President from Arkansas, 
you're accused o'f being all of the above, depending on 
what day it is. 

, 
And if you're the wife of a Democratic President 

from Arkansas, you have to worry about your hair a lot. 
[Laughter] • 

• 
The truth is, there is no single label or 

definition that applies to anyone of us, nor to any 
issue we face. Our world is too complex for that. So we 
need, as difficult as it,may be, to'shift our thinking 
away from stereotypes an~ labels that prevent us from 
seeing what is happening in front of tis and from having 
some sense of a vision about what we need to be as '.' 
people as we mov~ forwar~. 



How do we take the values that have stood the test 
of time .and move forward int'o a time that is so rapidly 
challenging them. 

One place to begin ~·s where we all come from. Our 
families, our communities, our work, our country. The 
people who have come beDore us at every point in 
history have faced the same issues. Individually, we, 
have struggled for meantng in, our life, economic 
security, relationships of importance to us, to make a 
contribution, to leave something behind. 

In the economic world, we have struggled to both 
have and to create jobs, to raise incomes, again, to 
leave something a littl~,better than what we found. 

• 

But we also are def~ned by and help define our . 
times because of our rol'e as citizens. And our 
relationship to our poli,tical process, and our 
government. I know how :fashionable it has become in 
recent years to bash politics and government, to look 
upon public service with contempt. t hear it all the 
time, the airwaves are f!illed with that kind of talk. 
And I'm grateful that we' live in a country that permits 
us, encourages us, to criticize our government and our 
political process.' 

But I do get tired of hearing people blame every 
problem we have on gover,nment. That to me is a cop out. 
Government is part of th'e larger society in which we 
live and work, but so are businesses and schools and 
reiigious institutions and families and community 
groups. All of us have ~ responsibility to do what we 
do better, to make a greater contribution, and to work 

• • !. ' , •toward some V1Slon of.. a soclety that reallzes our 
fundamental values. 

Now of course govern:ment is not perfect by ,any 
means. And the practice pf politics has never been 
easy. Max Weber once said that politics is "a strong 
and slow boring of hard poards." . And often the " 
progress that is'made' seems minuscule in comparison to 
the issues we confront. ' 

But politics is abou't more than' casting and 
counting votes. Governmeht is about more than buildings

I. • • 

• 
and bureaucrats. Both are essentlal to the functlonlng 
of our democracy and hoth are critical to the future 
our country holds for any of us . 

We are a better country today because previous 
generations worked together through the political 
system to solve the problems they faced., 



Previous generations were creative when the 
devised the G.I. Bill or Social Security or Medicare. 
When they passed child labor laws or other protections 
for workers to equal th~ balance between business and 
labor. When theminimu~ wage was established as the 
floor on which a decent 'living should be built. 
Previous generations in a bipartisan spirit turned to 
the environment to cleanup our air and our water so 
now we don't see, as I did, years ago, lakes that 
burned because they wer~ so pollute~. We have seen 
much change because of government and politics which 
has benefited those of us in this great arena, our 
parents, our grandparents, and our children. 

There is no enterprise more important for the 
investment in all of our people than education -
education which is not qnly a door of opportunity f6~ 
individuals, but which qoes set a framework for 
accomplishment in the larger society. And education 
today is as important a~ it has ever been for moving 
the entire community for:ward together. That's why 
places like this university are so important. That's 
why we must continue to invest in the education of ali, 
our young people. That':s why we must support public 
education. Yes, reform 'it,change it, make it better, 
but recognize that publ~c education is critical to the 
democracy that we appreqiate and take for granted. 
[Applause] . 

We also now need to be sure that the doors of 
higher education are open to all who are willing to 
work hard and take respo'nsibility. Now is not the time 
to cut back on this coun:try's historic commitment to 
higher education. Now ts the time redouble our efforts 
to make sure that no youlng person is denied education 
because of financial need. [ApplauseJ . 

And there are creatiive ways to do that. 
Increasing work study, m'aintaining programs like Pell 
grants, looking for ways to provide tax credits for 
people who make thefinapcial sacrifice to send their 
children and other loved' ones to college. So education 
is a process that brings together the family, the 
individual, teachers and i others committed to leading 
forth the minds of all of you here. And government,/ 
which represents us, bec~use we have a stake in the 
accomplishments of each of you. 

When I hear people complain about government in 
our country, I can't help but be reminded of what I 
have seen in my travels bver the last few years. I 

! - . - ,remember meeting a young' Peace Corps volunteer1n Nepal 
who had walked ten hours from a remote village to catch 



a bus to come to Kathmaridu to visit with me. She told 
me how much she was enj6ying her experience. working in 
a village school, trying hard to persuade families to 
send their girls as well as their boys to school. She 
told me with great pride of all the diseases that she 

I •

had encountered and overcome. I was Just grateful that 
I was not her mother as ,she did that. She also said 
that she had not rea~iz¢d what she had just assumed was 
her birthright living here in this country. Of course' 
she missed her family, but she ,also missed safe 
drinking water. and safe !food that could be 'bought at a 
supermarket all yearlo~g.· She missed free public . 
schools for all children. She missed hot water and 
electricity, pa~ed road~, cars, and phones that work. 

,e 

Those may be little I examples of what we have 
accomplished together. But they represent the lar~er 
spirit of how we have wqrked for more that 200 years to 
solve problems. I thought again about the blessings we 
have when I was recentlY: in Bosnia with my daughter. I 
was privileged to go th~re to meet our troops to thank 
them for undertaking thiis mission. Before I met with 
them, however, I met wit'b a group of civilians from 
Sarejevo and Tuzlaand other parts around Bosnia. Ahd 
I' listened to them as th~ey told me of what they had 
survived over.the last (our' years. Doctors and nurses 
who had kept the most rupimentary facilities for care 
going despite bombardmen:t. Mothers and fathers who had 
lost children. Wives whp hadn't seen husbands. And 
there was a bewilderment: in their voices about why and 
how it had occurred. And yet there was also a 
hopefulness that perhaps now with the world helping, 
with at least some cessation of the hostilities and an 
effort toward a lasting peace, they too could resume 
normal life. 

And then I visited our soldiers and I wish all of 
you could have been there with me. I went out to two . I . , 
outposts, Camp Alicia an? Camp Bedrock, and there I saw 
America: black and white and brown, men and women, 
Christian, Muslim, Jew, ~ids from the country, kids 
from the city, every kin? of person, serving our 
country in the cause of peace. 

And I realized that we have, despite our , 
imperfections and flaws, what others are yearning for 
and even dying to achiev~. We did it throtighsomething 
called politics and government. We did it by having . 
• I • " •.1deals and values that we cont1nue to try to str1ve 
toward. So as we face our individual futures with all 
o~ the challenges we confront, I hope we will.also face 
together the challenge of perfecting our union, . 

. I

respecting the processes that have enabled us to take 
for granted our many ble~sings, and to recognize that 



tIa 	 each of us has a role. Citizenship and service is hot 
just for someone else. In order to maintain a stable 
democratic government that protects individual rights 

. and provides services tijat benefit us all, each of us 
must be a participant. I 

I hope that as all of you who are graduating go 
forward into your own future, you will also think of 
yourselves as stewards qf democracy. ~hat doesn't mean 
that you will ever run tor office. ~hat doesn't .ean 
you will 'marry someone who runs for office. But i~ 
does mean that you will take seriously the gifts we . 
have all been given and do what each of us should do to 
pass them on to those wqo come after~ 

. 	 I 

'With all that stands before us today, I am 
optimistic and I am confident that this country and 
what it has given to each of us, will continue to grow 
stronger and remain an example for what we mean when we 
talk about our democrac~,'our constitution, our 
beliefs. We can live them out individually, and'we can 
ensure we live them out collectively in the service of 
this nation. 

Thank you all and g60d luck to each of you. 
~ [Applause]. 
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