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Thank you, thank you. Thank you very much, President Kirwan, for 
.. . • I I . '. . _ '" that 1ntroduct10n. It 1S a great honor and pleasure for me to be 

here at this great.univ~rsitY.Iwant to.thank the members of the 
Board of Regents who hetped guide this system. I want,. to 
congratulate the other honorary degree recipients, and thank the 
administrators, faculty) and .all who are gathered here at ,this 
celebration. '/ i 

" ' , I' .' ", '.' . .But mostly, I want .to,recogn1ze two groups: f1rst, the parents 
arid other relatives and \friends of all'those,who are 'graduating 
today (applause). Becau~eof the diversity of thi~ great 
university, I know ,thatl'in this arena today are many proud 
mothers and fathers and ~husbands and 'wives .and others who are 
seeing their graduates and knowing of the' sacrifices that it took 
to bring them to this d~y.· " ' 

I also particularly' want to thank the class of 1996, Thank you 

(applause). Thank yoU fdr welcoming me to' your campus. This is a 

place 'I have long associiated with academic ~excellence and public 

serv:ice, not to mention .,basketball and women's lacrosse. ' 


1 ' 
(applause) Because it happened so recently I feel., compelled to 
congratulate the lacross:e, team for, li~ting Maryland again to the 
national championship. (:applause), Now I don I t know how many team , 
members or how many graduates have touched. the Testudo the' ' 
'Terrapin's nose in the l'as:t year ,or two, ' but I must say that 

.. • _ J ' • '.haY1ng heard of, h1s rath'er m1raculous· effects, I 1ntend to seek 

him out myself' for some good luck someday. (applause) 


I also want to thank my, ~riend, Bill Galston, wl)o brought his 

considerable talent, from: this university to the White House to 

help the President formu[ate domestic policy. He 'worked 

particularly on the issue of' 'national service. . 


And I am grateful,' as 'isitfie Presidel1t, for the ]:"ole this 
'university has played in'promoting national service, both by 
hosting the first National Service Summit,. and by serving asa 
site for the National De~onstration' Program for, National Service', 
and through the programs: offered".by 1;.he. center for Political " 
Leadership and Participation. This campus truly deserves the 
title as a place of scho'iarshipand service, and I commend all of 
you who have pa~ticipate9- in programs of service Quring your time 
here. 

You are graduating in a ~ime of great transition and, yet enormous 
opportunity and possibil~ty for our country and out· world. My 
husband often calls this,t;he "Age of Possibility." The, 
possibilities for progress t~qt accompany any period of momentous 
change -- just look at t~e world'around us: a new global economy 

J ,1 

http:offered".by


• istaking'shape t~at' of:fers Americans the,potential,of gr~a:ter 
prosperity but alsothei.risks and challenges of'stiffer ' 
competition. New technoiogy is ,bringing the world closer 
together, changing the ¥ay."we cOlnmunica,te' and do" business. But 
,also we have to be reminded that virtual reality will never 
8ubstitute for human co~nections' and' relationships (applaus'e}. 

, 	 , 

Many of us in, this arenc;., have lived through thE? changesip 
families,: as' families are transformed, often sending both, 
parents~,moth'ers and ~at.hers alike, ,outside, the home to find a 
job and earn a living. :posing the critical question ,of ,"who is, 
minding'our children and who is supposed ,to do what within our 
most intimate relationships?" ' 

Yes, the. 'world around u~· is changing from' the most intim'ate of ' 
our homes to. the world far beyond our borders. COlJ!Illunism h,as 
given way to capitalism,; tyranny to democracy~. closed market,s to 
free trade. All of whicQ is forcing us to redefine ,how we think' 
about ourselves, and ho~ we intend to~eet the:' challenges tliat 
come to all of us in ou~ lives. ' 

-	 I ' 

Now it is rio surprise that during a time ot great 'change, many of 
us' yearn for simple ans\J-ers. We find it, easier to 'slap labels or 

.	retreat 'into ideology iri' a way of thinking about and framing our 
responsibilities and r.e~pons~s. We know tllat' sifting out and 
sorting our competing ideas and values iaa very difficult task. 
As the forces of hishi~tory and technology lite~ally change the 

"face of human civilizat~on, one of the greatest dangers we see 
around the world is that yearning, that 'seizing upon the answers, 
pat 'generalizations, and stereotypes. " 

Now sometimes it c'anbe ;difficult for us to come to grips with 
, the very many conflicting valu~s we are called upon to sort out. 
'. 	 I •,But falll.ng back on labels l.S the easy way. out. You know the 

kinds of stereotypes tha't I'm talking about: . 

If you a.te under' 2'5, , :you' re an apathetic Generatioh Xer. 

If, you're over' 40,' yo:U're a, self-indl.~:lgent baby-boomer, 

If,'you're·a liberal, ~o't.:l.'re a. bleeding ,heart, 

And if you're a' cons,e~vative, you have, no heart. 

, -- And if you're the current sitting President, you"re all of the 
a,f)ove, depending on what: day it is. (applause)" 

I 

, -- And if you're the wife of the current's'itt:ing President, well, 
you just better make sur~ your hair is in place. (l~ughter,
applause) 	 , ', 

Yet ,the truth, is ,that' on~ of the greatest 'gifts your educa;t;:.ion 
has given you'is to see ~hat there is no single label that,e applies to any of us,_ Out ~orld ,is too cb~plica'ted for that. So 

" 
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now is.. no time to go back on America's hist.oric commitment to 
publi~,. educ~tio~ .. , (appJ,~use) 

I have learned. that more than 60 percent of' this campus' student's 
receive some form of sCQolarship or financial aid. That is the 
best inve~tme;nt any'sta1;::e or.. country ,can make. (applause) It is 
not .. only an i'nvestment' in each of' you, it is an investment .in 
your ability to learn t6 solve problems and adapt 'to, new 
circumstances, to enlarge your understanding of the world and 
your' sense of" responsibility 'toward· others.' . . , . 

, ' ; ., , ' 

Yes, , we ,do have to I'efoli'm. and ~hange. W~' have to always make it' 
better•. But let us never close the doors. on access to college, 
education to any stud~ntwho.',wishes to work. hard and, take ' . 

, . '.,.' ! ,'. ,1 "responsl.bl.ll.tl.es solelY',for fl.nancl.al rea~ons (applause):, 

For· more than two 'centuries here in America we have faced the' 
challenges, each, generation does; in' order to build'. a more. perfect 
union. And today we are!doing the same, whether it .is 'expanding 
opportunities for educa~ion or protecting our environment, or 
making our' streets,safefor.6ur children. ,. 

I 

The debate in our p~lit~cal system between liberals 'and 
conservatives, progressives and popu'lists, Democrats and 
~epublicans, '. should riot: be about whether we govern burselves, but 
how. 

, 
Not whether we 

. I ,'. 
Not 

. 
need public programs, ,but what kind. 

whether we should pursue national goals, but by what· means we 
should employ to build1ihe kind of future that will offer 

~ • I •opportunl.ty to all. , . 
. 'I. ' ' .! 

Now 'much of what will determine our'future happens out of the 
political arena of elec~oralpolitics. It happens in our families 
and our workplaces a~d our sChools and our religious communities.

! '. l '." 

But·that does not me(,\n ~hat we/can do without potitics and 
government. poiiti9S .. is labout mprethan ,pundits and pollsters, 
just as government is a~outmore than 'buildings and bureaucrats. 
Whenever anybody asks me, as they frequently do, "How can you 
stand being involved in politics? II I always ask, IIAre you 
married? Do youhav~ a ~amily?,.'po you belong to,' a church, a 
school, a sports tea~or. a civic group?' . 

" ' 

Politics with a small "J?:" i~ the process t::hat brfngs us together 
peaceably toworktowarq c()mlnon ends.' We,do not 'always g,et our 
way~ We do not always see the decision we 'would have made alone 
being the one that is c~ose~~ But the process itself is valuable. 

i 

I '. , 
Because we have found 'tHrough 'all of,our differences throughout 
history that by ~orking 'through politics with a,small liP" as'well 
as our electo::al, aren~; jthat far more often than not, Americanse' ',do make the r1ght chol.c~s.Yes"we can bash,"as:~~e do in America, 

. i' 
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. . 

those who believe government is the soiutfon to every social ill. 

And we.' 9an' bash those who,believe that every',government power, 
should be curbed. We cart reject political extremes" and in fact 
should. But I as:k ju~t 6ne thing: 'don't reject politics and 
government in the proce~s., In a democ,racy, that is us •. And to' 
turn our backs on ,how w~ do solve our problems because we get 
turned off by what we see as politics, or we ,get discouraged 
because government dc:>es:not do.all that·it should right,. :that,is 
a cop-out • 

.	Government and politics ;are not per'fec:t. They consist, after all, 
of human 'beings. They may even be bo~ing" Max Weber once said 
that politics is Ita strdng,and slow boring of. hard boards. 1t I 

• • I • . •. .'often. say that 1t' s JUs~ a bor1ng bor1ng' of hard boards. ,Because 
sometimes the progress ~eems so little in comparison t9 the 

"issues we fada.,' But pur Jfounders, understood that. The system was 
devised so that sometim~s it would ,be hor.trig. It would force 
people to think and rethihk the .choices tha:t they. faced. 

We are a bettercoun1;:r¥ Itoday becau~e.generations before ~s did 
that. They paid the price to estab11sh a stable, democrat1c 
government that protects' our rights and expands opportunities 
,like education. We are' :grateful for those' generations.who 
through <?ur poli.tic~l pr;oces~ and systeI? .. of governmerit .devised 
the GI B1l1 and soc1al s,ecur1ty and Med1careand ,other tools of 
responsibility for those: willing'to work hard ,and be responsible 
themselves, in pursuit of: the American,dream. 

'. . 
Whenever I h~ar.people h~reat home complain about government, ,I 

'am reminded of those I hav~ me:t in my travels overseas. I've 'met, 
people wb'ohave' endured ~orture" and exile and jail,' who have seen 
family members assassinated because they fought for the freedom' 
and system we take fqr gFant~d. Some of us here cannot imagine . 
how grateful others are :today' around the w'qrld for the +eadership 

. this country has given ahdthe. example, we' set.,'. 	 . . : 

'I remember meeting a young Peace Corps volunteer 'in Nepal who 'had 
walked ten hours from a ~emote villageto'catch.a bus so she 
could meet'me in Katmand4. She' told. me sh~loved her"experience 
in the Peace Corps. She had been .+iving' in a house with no , 
running water or eledtr.tcity, working at a school where ,nearly

!. 	 • ' • . • all the students were boys, S1nce mostg1rls.were st11l den1ed 
schooling and often'niarr~ed by the ~ge' of twelve or thirteen; 

.' 	 . 

But she missed he fami.+y,and her friends. And 'she, also missed 
those blessings of daily'life we take for granted. Things like 
safe drinking water and' food that we cim eat ali ,year round, 'that 
you can not worry about ~ating and getting sick. Free public . 
schools for both boys and girls. Warm'b~ths and electricity, 
during the day or the night. 'Paved roads, cars, and phoriesthat
work. " 

e' 




I 

. "1i ' .... ' . '.,' " I 
Now t;.hese may seem,likeltri:rial examples'of what bur government' 
and our people .'have accompll.shed together:. But they represent the 

• • • • I " , 5 ' larger spl.rl.t ofpoll.t1.9S, government, and democracy that have 
enabled us to so~ve prolplems and make ,~rogress together. ' 

thought of ,:tilat again! when I was recently in Bosnia with my 
daughter. I met with civilians --,Serbs, Croatians, and Muslims, 
in, TUzla,. And; they ,sat in a circle and told me about what their, ' 
lives had been like during four years of, war C!-nd ,ethnic violence. 
Doctors and nurses related how they had 'kept rUdimentary' , 
faciYities opendespiteibeing bombed d~ily. I heard from mothers 
and" fathers 'who: had lost children and 'wives who had not seen 
their husbandssince.thEfY hadbee~ dragg~d away. 

, ,' .. 
I' 

There ~as bewilderment;. ~n ~heir ,voices and pain inth~ir eyes as 
'they tried to explain hqw such horror and tragedy could have 
occurred, how. politics and,government had broken ,down., How they 
were moved to hate neighbors with ,whom 'they had lived' peacefully 
for generations. And yet;: they also expressed ,great hope that the 
united States and, the world was at least giving them a chance to 
establish a lc;tsting peaqe and resume some ,semblance of normal 
life.' ", 

Then I visited with our soldiers in Tuzla and at two outpost, 
Camp AI.:lsha and Camp Bedrock. And 'Iwishevery AIneric'an could 
have been with me. Afte~ hea~ing hoe polittcsand 'propaganda had 
turned people against orie another, I 'saw ,before me·a'real model 

f. " •of what we ,value and have bUl.lt here at home. I saw AInerl.can 
democracy in action. Th~re they were, men ,and women,' black white 
and brown, Christian, Mttslim, and Jew, kids from· farm .and.cities 
and suburbs. All there pepresenting us, serving in the cause of 
peace~ 

But maybe as important as separating the,combatants was the 
example they gave as to )iowwe have worke,d out qur differences. 

,'How people of different backgrounds, and beliefs can w,ork together
for a common enterprise.' " . 

~. ,I , • • '. 

It reminded me so forcefhlly'th'a't despite our imperfections and 
flaws, we have a system pf government'and' pol~tics ,tha.t has ' 
endured. It is rooted in; values 'and m:lderstands the imperfections 
of h~man bei~gs. It ~eli~ves in th~ideals ,of education of 
serVl.ce to our fellow· man. 
'I. 

So my hope and mychallepge is that as you go forth from this 
campus, you do so as active~ committedcit'izens, who understand 

"that you too have a ,stake in 'our government and in our political
'system. . , 'I ',' , , ' " 

Now I, can just imagine s?m~6f you saying,: to 'yourselves, "Oh, 
come on, Mrs. Clinton. R~ally I've <;Jot to payoff those student 
loans. I've got to find 

•

start a faml.ly,. How can 
a job. I'want to fall in love. 
1 , • ..t add any more obll.gat1.9ns?" 

I'want to 

', 
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what we must do ,is look! back at· the values, and the idealsi' and 
,the traditions that have gotten us this fa~ and develop a 
coherent vision of what' our common·destiny requires of all of us. 

·1. .' 
Anytime thereis'a period, of transition ?ind change as volatile as' 
this one, many people', believe that the world is coming tQ an el)d, 
that civilization has :i:'Jaached ro,ek bottom.' A tho,usandyears ago, 

., . ~. .
.at ~he turn of another m11lenn1um, many people thought that the " , 
world as they knew i:twas over. And yet look at ,what has happened 
in the, last thousand ye~rs, with advances in medicine, and ' 
science, andindust'ry, '~nd great 'strides toward peace and' 
prosperity and progress, in basic human understanding., 

, • j • 

Thinking back' just a' century we can see that many pundits and 
scholars at that time were no~ing that there were so many 
divisions and so many v~st dislocations that we weren't sure what 
would happen. We have the beginning df'industrializati:on and 
immigration and the mov~ment from farm to city. 

, ,I, ' 
And again, three urtcert,ainties were, unleashed, not dissimilar 
from what we feel today: fear of. rapid change fueled a " 
sentimental fervor for simpler times, just like today. Populist' 
politics raisedvaluabl~ concernsabou~ economic exploita~ion and 
political corrupti0!l~ but also unleashed extreme reaction that, ' 
gave rise to racism and; ethnocentrism and isolationism. 
" , ", , I' " :1' • • . . " 

But then look at what h~ppened next: react10nar1es and extrem1sts 
did not triumph. InsteaQ a'progressive political consensus was 
,achieved that add~essed ige~uin~ concerns i about economic and 
political equality.' A new, spirit of progress won out over hate 
and intolerance, and fostered a new politics of inclusion. The 
result was 'that ,Americans of all politic~~ stripes, Democrats and 
'. .'. I • < • ,Republ1cans, 11berals ,al)d conservat1ves, whatever they called 

themselves, began to think d~fferently about what politics and 
'governmeptcould do. . 

Progressive politics. at 'the turn of ,the century,under the 
leadership of people li~e, Theodore,~oosevel t and Woodrow' Wilson " ' 
and others who followed,! they were able to see a vision of the 
future and what it would take to overco'me'a great depression and 
to sustain economic gro~th.

I 
Franklin Roosevelt, many historians ~rgl.:!-ed, saved capitalism, 
because of his vision about what it would ,'take for people to feel 
part of the economY,andiour politIcal system~ Opportunities were' 
extended to women andminorities~ Our environment was seen as a 
great resource. We saw much occurring that went beyond ideology

• ' . ' '..! .' . . or pol1t1cal descr1pt1oq. , " , I 

And of course we know that one of, the great accomplishments has 
,been the, investments we 'ivemade in education. Our public, , 
'education system, from :Kindergarteri to the university, is one of 
the greatestreasorts we 'have the democracy we have today .. ' 
(applause) And all, of usi have a stake in:supporting thissystemj, 



But,I think being a .citizen is just part ef the pr~ce we pay fer 
living here in thisdembcracy.· Yeu have,t,egive' it yeur best,' 

. I " • . . . ..~. •
shet. Yes"werk hard. L?ve yeur faml.ly. Cherl.sh yeur chl.ldren. 
Make time fer yeur neighbers, yeur cemmunities. But knew that yeu

. , I ' are a steward efdemecracy. ':' ' 
, .' ' ' .' 

Each ef us has a rele tb play'.. We cannet'dismiss it ,as semeene 
else's respensibility. As Martin Luther King Jr; ence said, . 
"Human pregress never' r91ls ,9n'the whee'Is ef inevitability.: The 
time is always ripe to de ,right." . ' 

I 

Yeu may never run fer effice • .Yeu may never marry'semeene who. 
runs fer effice. But I ~epe whatever yeu cheese to. de, yeu will 
take the time and put fer the effert to make it clear to. alIef 
us who. leve this ceuntrythat America's best ye'ars, are ahead. ' 
That just as every. ether geJleratien met its 'challe,nges, we will 
de the' s'ame. I'; " ' 

I 'knew that if we de th~tand,enter into this new cen~ury and 
millennium with that Am~rican ,spirit ef cenfidence and eptimism, 
that a hundred years frem now, semeene will be standing en this 

• t· , 
ca~pus, prebably l.n a n~w,arena, talkl.ng,abeut- the challenges 

'that we cenfrent then as well ~ And they will leek back and say", 
"Once again,in a'time bf,gre~t change ~nd turmeil, Americans who. 
value what we' inheritedimade the right cheices"fer themselves and 
their future.n' ' , 

~ . Thank 'yeu and Ged speed as yeu go. ferth into. the werld. 

i' 

, ,, 
I 
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