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HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Thank you. (Applause) Thank you. Thank you.

' Thank you, Tipper. Thank you all so, much. (Applause) Thank you.. Thank you all and good

evening. - (

Iam overwhelmed by your warm welcome And I want to.thank my friend, Tipper Gore.
(Applause) : :

You know, we are gathered here iogether to have a really good time. (Applause)

Iam overwhelmed and very grateful to all of you, (Standing ovation)

After this reception, I think you all are ready for the rest of this Convention, which has
already been so positive and good. 1 know and you know that Chicago is my kmd of town.
(Applause) :

And Chicago is my kind of village. (Applause)

T have so many friends here, people who have been important to me all my life, and 1t
seems like every single one of them has gwen me advice on this speech.

One friend suggested that I appear here tonight with Binti, the child-saving gorilla from
the Brookfield Zoo.  You know, as thls friend explained, Binti is a typical Chicagoan, tough on .

 the outside but with a heart of gold undemeath ' Another friend advised me that I should cut my

hair and color it orange and then change my name to Hillary Rodman Clinton. (Applause)

But after considering these and‘co‘untles's other suggestlons I decided fo do tenlght what I
have been doing for more than 25 years. I want to talk about what matters most in our llves an
din our Nation - ch1ldren and fam1lles (Applause)

I wish we could be sitting around a kitchen table just ‘us talking about our hopes and
fears about our children’s futures. For Bill and me, family has been the center of our lives, but

-we also know that our famlly, like your family, is part of a 1a;rger commumty that can help or
. hurt our best efforts to raise our ehﬂd :
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Right now, in our biggest c1t1es and our smallest towns there are boys and grrls being
tucked gently into bed, and there are boys and girls who have no one to call “mom” or “dad” and
no place to call home. Right now there are mothers and fathers just finishing a long day’s work,

. and there are mothers and fathers-just going to work. Some to their second or third jobs of the
day. Right now, there are parents worrying ‘what if the baby sitter'is sick tomorrow or how can
- we pay for college this fall? And nght now, there-are parents despatrmg about gang members
and drug pushers on the corners in thelr netghborhoods ‘

A nght now, there are parents questlomng a popular culture that glamonzes sex and
violence, smokmg and drinking, and.teaches children that the logos on therr clothes are more
valued than the generosny in their hearts. (Applause) :

But also rlght now there are dedlcated teachers preparing therr lessons for the new school
year. (Applause) There are volunteers tutoring and coaching children. _There are doctors and
nurses caring for sick children, police officers working to help kids stay our of trouble and off’
drugs. Of course parents first and foremost are responsible for their children, but we are all
responsible for ensuring that children are raised in a Nation that doesn’t just talk about fam1ly
* values but acts in ways that value famlhes (Standtng ovatlon) ' :

Just think as Christopher Ree've so eloquently reminded us last night ‘we are all part of
one family, the American famlly, and each one of us has value. Each child who comes into this.
~ world should feel special, every boy and every glrl Our daughter Chelsea will graduate from
college in 2001 at the dawn of the next century. Though that’s not so far away, it is hard for any
of us to know what the world will look: like then, much less when Chelsea is my age, in the year
-2028. But one thing we know for sure,is that change is certain; progress is not. Progress -
depends on the choices we make today for tomorrow, and on whether we meet our challenges -
and protect our values. We can start by doing more to support parents and the job.they have to
do. (Applause) Issues affecting cluldren and famrlles are some of the hardest we face as parents, -
as mtlzens asa Natlon ' : :

In October, Bill and I will celebrate our 21st wedding anmversary (Applause) Bill was
with me when Chelsea was born, in the dehvery room, in my hospital room; and when we
- brought our baby daughter home. Not only did I have lots of help, I was able to stay in the
‘hospital as long as my doctor thought I needed to be there. (Applause)

But today, too many new mothers are asked to get up and get,out after 24 hours, and that
is just not enough time for many new mothers and babies. That’s why the President is right to
support a bill that would prohibit the practice of forcing mothers and babies to leave the hospital
in less than 48 hours. (Applause) That’s also why more hospitals ought to install 24-hour hot
lines, to answer questions once new mothers and fathers get home. That’s why home nurses can .
make such a difference to parents who may not have grandparents or aunts and uncles around to
help : : :

We have to do whatever it takes to help parents meet their respon51b111t1es at home and at
- work. The very first piece of legrslatlon that my husband 51gned into law had been vetoed twice,



. the Family and Medical Leave Law.; (Applause) That law allows parents time off for the birth or
adoption of a child, or for family emergencies without fear of losing their jobs. Already it has
helped 12 million families and it has'n’t hurt the economy one bit. (Applause)

You know, Bill and I are fortunate that our jobs have allowed us to take breaks from
work, not only when Chelsea was bom but to attend her school events and take her to the doctor.
- .But millions of other parents can’t get time off.

That S why my- husband wants to expand the Family and Medical Leave Law, so that
parents can take time off for children’s doctor appo1ntments and paren-teacher conferences at
school. o

‘We all know that raising kids'is a full-time job. And since most parents work, they are,
we are; stretched thin. - Just think about what many parents are responsible for on any given day.
- Packing lunches, dropping the kids off at school, going to work, checking to make sure that the
* kids get home from school safely , shopp1ng for groceries, mak1ng dinner, doing the laundry,
helping with home work, paying the b1lls and I didn’t even mention taking the dog to the vet.

- That’s why my husband wants to pass a flex time law that will give parents the option to take
overtime pay either in extra income.or in extra time off, depending upon which is ever best for
your fam1ly ‘ ‘ S

‘Our family has been lucky, tojhave been blessed with a child with good health. Chelsea

.. has spent only one night in the hosp1tal after she had her tonsils out, but Bill and couldn’t sleep at
all that night. But our experience was nothing like the emotional strain on parents when their

children are seriously ill. They often worry about where they will get the money to pay the
‘medical bills. That is:why my husband has always felt that all American families should have
affordable health i insurance.

Just last week, the President signed a bill sponsored by Senators Kennedy and
Kassebaum, a Democrat and a Repubhcan that will enable 25 million Americans to keep, their
health insurance, even when they sw1tch jobs or lose a job or have a family member who has
been sick. This bill contains some of the key provisions from the President’s proposal for health

care reform. It was important step, achieved only after both parties agreed to build, not block,
progress on mak1ng health care avallable to all. Americans. Now the country must take the next
step of helping unemployed Americans and their children keep health insurance for six months
_ after losing their jobs. (Applause) If you lose your job, it’s bad enough, but your daughter
shouldn’t have to lose her doctor, too,. and our Nation still must find a way to offer affordable
health care coverage tot he working poor and the 10 million children who lack health insurance
- today. (Applause) - '

The Pres1dent also hasn t forgotten that there are thousands of children languishing in
- foster care who can’t be returned. home. That ‘s why he signed legislation-last week that
provides for a $5,000 tax credit for patents who adopt a child. It also abolishes the barriers to
Cross rac1al adopt1ons Never aga1n w1ll a rac1al barr1er stand in the way of a family’s love


http:income.or

My husband also understands that parents are the1r ch1ld’s first teachers. Not only do we
need to read to our children and talk to them, in ways that encourage learning, we must support
our teachers and our schools in deeds as well as words (Applause)

) "The Pres1dent announced today an 1mportant initiative called Amer1ca Reads This .

initiative is aimed at making sure all children can read well by the third grade. It will require

volunteers, but I know there are thousands and thousands of Americans who will volunteer to

~ help every child read well. For Bill and me, there has been no experience more challenging,

more rewarding, and more humbhng ‘than raising our datighter. And we have learned that to

. raise a happy, healthy, and hopeful child, it takes a family. It takes teachers. It takes clergy, it
- takes business people. It takes community leaders. It takes those who protect our health and

safety. It takes all of us. Yes, it takes a village. (Applause) ‘

And, it takes a Pres1dent It takes a Pres1dent who believes not only in the potentral of his
own ch1ld but of all children. Who' belreves not only in the strength of his own family, but of the
* American family, who believes not only in the promise of each of us as individuals, but in our
promise together-as a Nation. It takes a Pres1dent who not only holds these bel1efs but acts on
them It takes Bill Cl1nton (Applause) '

Sometimes, late at n1ght ‘when I see Chelsea domg her homework, or watching TV, or
talking to a friend on the phone, I think to myself; her life and lives of millions of boys and girls.
will be better because of what all of us are. do1ng together They will face fewer obstacles, and
more poss1b1l1t1es v

‘ That is someth1ng we should all be proud of And that is what this elect1on is all about.
Thank you very much. Thank you. ' '

' (S_tand1ng ovat1on)
(Musical interlude)



- Right now, in our biggest cities and our smallest towns, there are boys and gir]s being

, tucked gently into bed, and there are boys and girls who have no one to call “mom” or “dad” and
no place to call home. Right now there are mothers and fathers just ﬁnlshmg a long day’s work, -
~ and there are mothers and fathers just going to work. Some to their second or third jobs of the
day. Right now, there are parents worrying what if the baby sitter is sick tomorrow or how can
we pay for college this fall? And rlght now, there are parents despamng about gang members
and drug pushers on the corners in therr neighborhoods. -

Right now, there are parents questioning a popular culture that glamorizes sex and
violence, smoking and drinking, and téaches children that the logos on their clothes are more
valued than the generosity in their hearts (Applause) :

But also right now there are dedicated teachers preparing their lessons for the new school .

, year (Applause) There are volunteers tutoring and coaching children. There are doctors and

"nurses caring for sick children, police officers working to help kids stay our of trouble and off
drugs. Of course parents first and foremost are responsible for their children, but we are all
responsible for ensuring that children are raised in a Nation that doesn’t _tust talk about family
values but acts in ways that value famthes (Standmg ovation) '

Just think, as Christopher Ree\{e ) eloquent]y reminded us last night, we are all part of
one family, the American family, and each one of us has value. Each child who comes into this
world should feel special, every boy and every girl. Our daughter Chelsea will graduate from
college in 2001 at the dawn of the next century. Though that’s not so far away, it is hard for any
of us to know what the world will look like then, much less when Chelsea is my age, in the year
2028. But one thing we know for sure, is that change is certain; progress is not. Progress -
depends on the choices we make today for tomorrow, and on whether we meet our challenges
and protect our values. We can start by doing more to support parents and the job they have to
do. (Applause) Issues affectmg chr]dren and families are some of the hardest we face as parents
as citizens, as a Nation. '

In October, Bill and I will celebrate our 21st wedding anniversary. (Applause) Bill was
with me when Chelsea was born, in the': delivery room, in my hospital room, and when we
brought our baby daughter home. Notonly did I have lots of help, I was able to stay in the
hospital as Iong as my doctor thought [ needed to be there. (Applause) ’ ;

But today, too many new mothers are asked to get up and get out after 24 hours, and that
is just not enough time for many new mothers and babies. That’s why the President is right to
support a bill that would prohibit the practrce of forcing mothers and babies to leave the hospital
in less than 48 hours. (Applause) 11 1at s also why more hospitals ought to install 24-hour hot .-
lines, to answer questions once new mothers and fathers get home. That’s why home nurses can
make such a difference to parents who may not have grandparents or aunts and uncles around to
help. '

We have to do whatever it takes to help parents meet their responsibilities at home and at
- work. The very first piece of legislation that my husband signed into law had been vetoed twice,



the Family and Medical Leave Law.. v;(AppIakuse) That law allows parents time off for the birth or |
adoption of a child, or for family emergencies without fear of losing their jobs. Already it has
helped 12 million families and it hasn’t hurt the economy one bit. (Applause) - '

You know, Bill and I are fortuinate that our jobs have allowed us to take breaks from
work, not only when Chelsea was born, but to attend her school events and take her to t he doctor.
But millions of other parents can t get time off.

, That S why my husband Wants' to expand the Family and Medical Leave Law, so that
parents can take time off for chxldren s doctor appointments and paren- teacher conferences at
school. : :

\

We all know that raising kids is a full-time job. And since most parents work, they are;
we are, stretched thin. Just think about what many parents are responsible for on any given day.
Packing lunches, dropping the kids off at school, going to work, checking to make sure that the
kids get home from school safely , shoppmg for groceries, making dinner, doing the laundry,
helping with home work, paying the bills, and I didn’t even mention taking the dog to the vet.
That’s why my husband wants to pass a flex time law that will give parents the option‘ to take
overtime pay either in extra income or in extra time off, dependmg upon which is ever best for
your famlly : C : : :

Our family has been lucky, to have been blessed with a child with good health. Chelsea
has spent only one night in the hospital after she had her tonsils out, but Bill and couldn’t sleep at
all that night. But our experience was nothing like the emotional strain on parents when their
children are seriously ill. They often wotry about where they will get the money to pay the:
medical bills. That is why my husband has always felt that all Amencan families should have -
affordable health insurance. _

Just last week, the President signed a bill sponsored by Senators Kennedy and
Kassebaum, a Democrat and a Republican, that will enable 25 million Americans to keep their
health insurance, even when they switch jobs or lose a job or have a family member who has
been sick. This bill contains some of the key provisions from the President’s proposal for health

~ care reform. It was important step, achleved only after both parties agreed to build, not block,

progress on making health care avallable to all Americans. Now the country must take the next
step of helping unemployed Americans and their children keep health insurance for six months
-aftet losing their jobs. (Applause) If you lose your job, it’s bad enough, but your daughter
shouldn’t have to lose her doctor, too, iand our Nation still must find a way to offer affordable
health care coverage tot he working poor and the 10 million chlldren who lack health i msurance
today (Applause) -
- ‘ | o

The Presldent also hasn’t forgotten that there are thousands of children languishing in
foster care who can’t be returned home. That ‘s why he signed legislation last week that
provides for a $5,000 tax credit for parents who adopt a child. It also abolishes the bartiers to
cross racial adoptions. Never again will a racial barrier stand in the way of a familyfs love.



\ My husband also understands' that parents are their child’s first teachers. Not only do we
need to read to our children and talk to them, in ways that encourage learnmg, we must support
our teachers and our schools in deeds as well as words. (Applause) A

" The President announced today an 1mportant mmanve called America Reads. This 4
initiative is aimed at making sure all children can read well by the third grade. It will require * -
- volunteers, but I know there are thousands and thousands of Americans who will volunteer to

help every child read well. For Bill and me, there has been no experience more challenging,

more rewarding, and more humbling than raising our daughter. . And we have learned that to -

raise a happy, healthy, and hopeful child; it takes a family. It takes teachers. It takes clergy, 1tv

takes business people. It takes communlty leaders. It takes those who protect our health and

safety. It takes all of us. Yes, it takes a vx lage. (Applause)

And, it takes a President It takes a President who believes not only in the potential of his
~ own child, but of all children. Who believes not only in the strength of his own family, but of the -
American family, who belleves not only in the promise of each of us as-individuals, but in our .
promise together as a Nation. It takes a President who not only holds these bellefs but acts on

- them. It takes Bill Clinton. (App ause) '

Sometimes, late at night, when I see Chelsea domg her homework or watchmg TV, or
- talking to a friend on the phone, I thmk to myself, her life and lives of millions of boys and girls .. *
will be better because of what all of us are doing together. They will face fewer obstacles, and
more possibilities. - '

That is somethmg we should all be proud of And that is. what this electlon is all about
Thank you very much Thank you. "

(Standing ovatxon)
(Musical interlude) -



