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“ REMARKS AT ARTS AND HUMANITIES FOR
- . 'AT-RISK YOUTH EVENT
: THE WHITE HOUSE

Thank yoﬁ‘all. Thank you very much. Thank you and welcome

’to the White House. And I want -to start by thanking the Chlcago
‘Children’s Choir because we were, Richard and the rest of us, in

the Blue Room gettlng ready for the program. I‘m going to ask
them to sing again in the: middle and the end of the program
because I really’ appre01ate their belng here.,

I want to. thank s0- many people, but let me start Wlth
Sheldon Hackney, and Jane Alexander and Diane Frankel who,
through thick and through thin, have remalned tireless in their
efforts to promote our natlon's rich cultural and artistic

‘legacy. -And the good news is that a day after there was an.

agreement on the 1996 budget we still can say that the Unlted

‘States supports the arts, ‘and the humanities and our museums.

And we’re just so grateful for the constancy of effort that many
of you brought to this- struggle in encouraging members of
Congress and -others to understand that our country needed to have
the kind of commitment represented by these agencies. So, I want
to thank all of you for maklng that pos31b1e. o .

On behalf of the Pre81dent let me also convey our very deep
appreciation to the members of . the President’s Committee on the
Arts and the Humanltles.; Under the leadership of John Brademas,
you have devoted considerable time and attention over the past
year to helping children discover their creative potential
through art, words, and ideas. And I would like to ask all the"
members of the President’s Committee on the Arts and the

~ Humanities, startlng ‘with Mr. Brademas, to please stand so that

we can recognize and thank all of you for your.work.

I would also 11ke to take thls opportunlty to commend the
countless artists, teachers, ‘museum profe551onals and community

leaders across our country who are offering our children p051t1ve,v

alternatlves, often amldst vielence, - .and destructaon, and
despair. These men and women, many of whom are in this room
representing thousands and thousands of others across our
country, believe in the promise of every child, and in the power
of the arts and humanltles to transform chlldren’s lives. Your

~dedication and expertise have given and will continue to give.



. creative: expre851on.

thousands and thonsands'of'éhildren new hope and confidence in

their own future. And I am Very grateful that those of you who

could be here were able to. 301n us today.

You know, every day, through the media, partlcularly
telev1s1on, we hear so many negative stories about America’s
children. We hear about chlldren floundering in a sea of.
confusion, frustratlon, anger, and violence. We hear about

children growing up in env1ronments that are so impoverished --

economlcally and sp1r1tually -- that they cannot resist the. 1ure
of drugs, gangs, and other forms of destructive behav1or.

But there are so many more p091t1ve storles to tell. There |
are sO many young. people. and children, who desplte the odds, are .
g01ng forward wrth optlmlsm and confldence in thelr own lives.

= I was in a school in Phlladelphla a few,weeks ago, and a

-young boy in seventh grade said, "You know, Mrs. Clinton, all we"

hear about are the bad kldsL nobody really pays attention to us,
and we’re trying real hard to do the best we can." He said, "It
must be like when an- alrplane crashes; everybody pays attentlon,
and people forget about the thousands that land safely everyday.“
And I told him that I would;do my part, as each of you is doing,
to make sure that the positive stories get told. That we know
that in every corner of America there are examples of children --
- who might otherwise have ‘been written off --- discovering joy,
and fulfillment, and d1s01pllne and confidence. And often the

- way they are d01ng that is through artlstlc and 1ntellectual

expre551on.

The study that the Pre51dent's Committee is' ‘releasing today,
called "Coming Up Taller,“‘offers compelling evidence that the
arts and humanities provide young people with creative,
productive, and”safe outlets for‘their~energy;

!

My husband often says, ”Chlldren need somethlng to say yes
to." And what better to say yes to than music, danceé, painting,
poetry, writing, drama, hlstory, photography and other forms of

}

~ The Committee’s‘studyf-—'which was funded entirely by
private sources -- cites nqmerous instances of children whose
school work, social hablts, and outlooks on life have 1mproved '

~w1th exposure to arts and humanities programs.v

I couldn’t p0551bly relate every story. I hope you will
read the report with the care 1t deserves. But for'example, let
me, just mention a  few:

L One teenager, at rlsk of dropping out of hlgh school
became involved with an artlsts -in-training program sponsored by

"the Opera Theatre of st. Louls. Now she has a full scholarshlp to
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| college and is.in‘her second‘year studying voice.

- A 51xth-grader growlng up in a low—lncome area of

‘Philadelphia joined The People’s nght .and Theater Company, whlch'~

works with students after school on a year-round basis. The
students wrote, 1mprov1sed and performed plays, including works

- of Shakespeare. Today, the girl is one of the top students in the

12th grade and is hoplng to become a lawyer. I’l1l have to talk to
her: about that de01s1on. Her 19 classmatesgln the program w111

all graduate from high school thls sprlng

-- A four-year-old boy came to pre—school every day but

never talked. One day, as part of an early childhood arts
- program, the boy drew a picture in class, and began to' tell his
classmates the story behlnd his picture. Since then, -his = '

development has flourlshed through arts projects.

I

Each of . these cases 1llustrates the benefits that come when

children are engaged:in lactivities that teach new skills, build

strong interpersonal reﬂatxonshlps,_empha31ze excellence, and
provide a stable, -safe env;ronment that enhances learnlng and

fgrowth z |

The President is extremely proud that his Administration --
through the ‘National Endowment for the Arts,. and its partnershlps
with the Department of Justlce, the Department of Health and
Human Services, the Department of. Hou51ng and Urban Development
and the Corporation for ‘National Service -- as well as the
ongoing work of the National Endowment for the Humanities and the
Institute of Museum Serv1ces, has con51stently supported creatlve -
alternatives for young people. ' . ,

Clearly our nation today faces great challenges and

‘difficult choices when it comes to how we allocate. federal
resources: But I hope that, as we .establish prlorltles for a new

mlllennlum, Americans wﬁll appreciate that the very small amount
of public support given to the arts and humanities is a down

payment on our future. It is not only an investment in our young
people -- it is an 1nvestment in the values we claim to honor and

" the cultural traditions iin Whlch our democracy has.. flourlshed for
‘more than 200+ years.,, ﬂ~ R - ,

If we care. about 01v111ty, character, and our democratic‘
freedoms, then we ought to support the federal agencies and
institutions whose. m13319n it is:to make American culture °
available to all. chlldren, not just those whose parents,can
introduce: them,,but every child in whom- that spark can be 11t 1f
they are given the chance.«~* V ‘

Now this is" Natlonaﬂ Poetry Month and there is. probably no .

.better way to-express. what we. all feel and what brings us

together here than to quote some of the eloquent words from Rita
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Dove, our Natlonal Poet Laureate from 1993 to 1995. As Ms. Dove
reminds us: . ..| : :

Vo

"If chlldren are uneble to voice what they mean, no one will
know how they. feel. If they can’t imagine a different world, they _

are stumbling through a darkness made all the more sinister by
its lack of reference p01nts. For a young person growing up in
America’s alienated and dlsparate nelghborhoods, there can be no
greater empowerment than to dare to speaktfrom the heart -- and
- then to discover that one is not alone in one’s feelings. Once

hope and self-esteem have been engendered the work of redeflnlng'

the future can begln.“ § B

] Well that is what we are about the bus1ness of d01ng, _
engendering hope and self-esteem and trying to redefine a better,
more. optimistic and conﬂldent future. Indeed, when 'we hear the-
extraordinary voices of the Chicago Children’s Choir, or the '

words of the two young people who will. talk to us today -- or
when we learn from Bill %trlckland ‘about - his experiences as a
student and teacher in chlldren’s art programs -- we know that
our rich cultural. tradltlons are alive and well and safely

- guarded for the future.;

. Thank all of you fdr 'your resilience in the face of some
opposition and mlsunderstandlng, for continuing to.believe in

America’s chlldren, and |for understanding the roles that our arts

and culture play in our 1nd1v1dua1 and collectlve lives.

, We are so honored today to have ‘one of our finest actors ‘and
_ citizens with us. Certalnly those of us who have followed his
career have appreciated |so much of what he has brought to the
screen, the way he has moved us, the way he has provoked us, but
recently he has,. through a particular movie, reminded us of how.
important the work teachlng of young people is when it comes to
the arts. I was asked recently what my favorite movie of the
year was, and I said " Mr. Holland’s Opus." Not only because it
" started in the 1960’s, when I was in high school, so I sat there
looklng at those white socks and tennis shoes the girls were

- wearing, seeing the scenes in the hallways, 11V1ng through all.
that I can recall, but’ also rememberlng what it was like when I.
was in.high school and even the smallest school, in the poorest '

state - like my. husband’s school in Hot Sprlngs, Arkansas - had a

- band, had an orchestra,’had art classes, -had drama classes, put -
. on plays. And now 'I look around,.and just as we saw in the ‘

. movie, those. are consrdered frllls.' They’re being cut olit. “No L

one wants to go to the trouble or spend the relatlvely ‘meager

resources. needed to: give children a chance to flower in ways that_A

will give them the p051t1ve direction that some many ‘of them .
- need. I’m really grateful for that movie, ‘but I’m even more

‘grateful for the support and the career of Mr. Richard Dreyfuss.~

Please jOIn me 1n welcomlng hlm here today. Thank. you,
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