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REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RdDHAM CLINTON 
AT BABIES AND CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL 

AT THE COLUMBIA-PRESBYTERIAN :MEDICAL CENTER 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

, MRS. CLINTON: ThaFlk you very mu'ch. Thank you for those 
flowers, too. Thank you. 

I 'am very pleased t'o be here and to have an opportunity to 
discuss the health and well-being of America's children at one of 
Afuerica's foremost hospitals for children. I learned just a 
l'ittle while ago from Dr~ Speck that Columbia-Presbyterian is the 
oldest and the, largest not-for-profit hospital center in the 
United states. 

• 
But certainly those bf us who care about high-quality health 

't:ar'e'lin America or anywhJ:re, and those of us who care about 
'children, know of its importance in delivering the kind of 

, 	 e~C~llent health care th~t we hav~ come to exp~ct in the united 
States. And that's wh~t:I want to talk to you about to~ay 
beCaUse 	 I have been fort~nate in my life to be involVed with 

'children's hospitals and1to visit many of our childreh's 
h6sp~tals around the cou~try. 

I 

. trom my e~perience a~ a parent and as,a board member of a, 
'chiidren's hospital, I know there is something very ::;pecial about 
,thes~ places. Mrs. Wrayiwasdescribing her own perSonal 
exp'erience and I had thel privilege of speaking with a number of' 
dther parents and childr~n about their own experierices her~. 

I am here today becahse I am worried about the future of 
hc):i;'pi tals like th one.; And m01;e generally,' I am worr ie'd about 
the friture of America's 6hildten. 

, becis~ons are being ~ade in Congress at this very moment 
that ~hreaten to devalue'and demean every aspect cif our 
children's 1 -- thei~ health, their.education, their 
nutrition, their housing, their safety, and the environment in 
which they grow up. 

~he facts are simple ahd they are stark. Children are the 
biggest losers in the Republican budget proposal. 

1 



•• .t~day the Clinton Ad~ihistration is'releasin~ a detail~d 
an~lysis of the impact of these proposed cuts on bur children. 
And this analysis -- which goes 's,tate by· state, looking at what, 

" wiLL be the impact on children if these proposals actually become 
law'-- is shocking readi~g. 

. W~ know that any mot~er or father or aunt or uricle or 
~randparent or concerned! adult would not take comtort in knowing 
that for all the rhetori9 we hear, often coming out of the United 
States Congress about helping children, the RepUblican budget 
will in fact deny milliolllS of children the basics they need to 
liv~productive lives. 

They will be denied ~ealth care they now have, schooling' 
· th~Y can count on, prope~food, a safe place to live, a secur$ 
n~ighborhood, air and water that we can count on as being clean 
~n6ugh to breathe and.dr{rik. 

We are nottalking!about only poor children. I wish that 
if that's all we were !talking about .~~ th~re would be an 

· uproai and an outcry £roin every person in bur country, that we 
shoUld not do to the mos~ vulnerable children among us what we 
w6uld not· let anyone do ~o our own children. 

• 
But these budget cut~ go much further .. These budget cuts -

inth~ way th~y undermine he~lth and food sa~~ty; the way tHey 
strip away environmental ~rotection~; the way they ~ut at risk 
mahyof the services that: all Americans and their children count 
on -"'- is an assault on ev~ry chi'ld' s future -- my child, as well' 
as any child in this roomi, or living within a few blocks of this 

.hospital. 
i . ~ 

~e alSb know that fa~~lies making less that $30,000 a year 
~- Which are about half t~e taxpayers in the United ~tates ~
under the Republican budg~t proposals will actually see their 
taxes go up, so that peop~e who make more money than that can see 

· their tax'es go down. .. 

, So it is not merely t~at wa will be undermining the services· 
a~ailable to all children~ that we will be particularly 
assaulting the services n$eded for poor children, but under these 
Republican proposals, we ~ill be.taking money away from families 
who earn less than $30,000 a year so that they will be further 
handicapped in taklng car~ of their own children. 

J N6w I can only belie~e that most Americans haVe not yet 
fillly grasped the impact of these budget proposals, because we 

.. are ,aLl ..f.orbalancingthe :.budget. .It was this President "and 
·Democratic C.ongressmember~, like Carolyn Maloney and Charles 
· Rangel, who are here, who -voted for the 'f ir.st time in 1993 to 

• 
actually begin baiancing the budget after 12 years of profligate 
'~pending that drove the deficit through the ceiling. . 

2 



• So thare's no debat~ about bala~cing th~ bUdget. There is 
alsO no debate about beihg more efficientiri providing services, 
I~ w~s again, this Presihent and the Democratic Congress that 
began the process of maklng government more efficient. . 

. We don't have any ob'jection to Sensible, reasonable 
. prbposals that will put {:>ur economic house in order. 

, But we will not stan¢! by silently and see those who are most:: 
vulne~able among us -- those who work 'hard for a living, those 
who make less than $30,000 a year' -- pay the price for the 
profligate speriding thatlwent on during the 1980s in order to 
prOfit those who do not heed that kind of help. 

tf one looks in the faces of our children, ofle can see 'the' 
hOpe for the future, but·, we know the struggles that they are Up 
a~ain~t. We know that c6nsistently, too many of the 6hildren in 
th'erichest nation in our hemisphere, in our world, live in 
p6v~tty. 	 !. 

t. just returned from, a trip to South America; I visited 
rtlahY'flations, much poore~ and less developed than Ours. Yet I 

. t~lked with leaders who were doing all they could to increase 

• 
's-pending for education, ~ncrease spending for health care 
looking for ways to inve~t in their children~at the very time 
when the United states Congress is looking€:o reverSe our own 
historic commitment to t~e children of America~ , 	 I 

bur nation has survived as the longest living democracy 
be6ause 	of our historic dommitment to children and families. Now 
is n6 time to step backw~rds and that is exactly what this 
Repdblican budget analyz~d here would haVe us .do. 

tet me give you just:afe'W examples. The Republican budget 
Would eliminate Headstarti for 180,000 AmericaflpreschoOlers. It 
~oUld deny tens of thous~nds of children right here in New York 
the opportunity to have the kind of personal,attention in school 
to acquire tha skills tha't'they need. . 

I ' 
" It would eliminate Gqals 2000 which sets standards for 

teaching and learning in :America. 

lt ~ould eiiminate ~~~mer jobs for· 600,000 young people and 
,dO away with the Presiden't's national service program known as 
Am'ericorps in which young men and women earn their way to cOllege 
by performing community .slervice. . . 

We,can look a6ross the board at this budget and see that flo 
part of our life together: as a nation would be left untouched and 
dama'ged. 

• t want to talk though, jus,t for a minute, about health care 
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•• bec'ih:ise' he:re particularl~, the Republican budget cuts are cruel' 
and .Unconscionable;~ And: I can only hope that the. people who are' 
votin:g to put· them into place do not understand the conse·quences. 

: of t.heir vdte$.· '. . 
I 

. We are seeing the dismantling of the part of the.social 
s~tetynet known as Meditaid. It has been dismantled in these 
proposals with very little discussion, except with those who 
think they mig~t profit from the dismantling. 

We know when we looki at what Medicaid has done, that it is 
the primary sour.ce of he$lth care for nearly one in four Ainerican 
children. The next time,you see a group of children anywhere, 
just mentally count off, :because one in four in some way -
middle class, upper clas~, poor --depend on Medicaid. 

I . 
And one in three chi~dren under ·the age of three depend on 

Medicaid. 

More than half of the children on Medicaid live in families 
with workinq ~~rents ~- ~arents who are doing the bes~ they can 
to earn 'their own living~, but cannot meet the medical needs of 
their children. 

Medicaid is the primary source of health coverage for 
millions of children who !are disabied or who suffer from chronic 

• iliri'ess. 

it is the primary. hechth care coverage for. nine out of 10 
children with HIV and .AID;S. 

\ 

Medicaid is the p~im~ry source of prenatal and maternal 
he'alth care for low-income, pregnant women. 

Medicaid is also an ifuportant sburce of coverage for the 
health care of older Amer~cans living in extreme poverty or with. 
serious disabilities and i~ the largest insurer fo~ over two
thiids of nursing home re~idehts. . '. 

Medicaid.is literally! a lifeline for. many, many millions of 
Americans. 

rhe R~publican budget~cuts worild eliminate health care· 
co:Verage through Medicaid I for nearly one-half million' children in 
New York alone, and four bnd half million riatibnwide by the year 
2002. i 

,.. That: .means...those .ch i 121.r.en .,w.ould ..no longer be "able.to get 
iniIni.mizatiohs or check-ups or other preventiveservices now 
coVered by Medicaid. It~eans that they would use the emergency 
room as so many uninsured! families who make just a little to'O 
much money in order. to qu~lify for Medicaid do for their health 
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care coverage now . 

Ripping apart this safety net is not the American way. 

It is not the Ameri6an way to deny infants the shots they 

ne~ed to stay healthy. ' 


It is not the American way to deny treatment to childr'en who 
disabled or desperati:!ly ill., 

t~ is not the Americ~n way to punish hard~orking parent~ 

Wh~~e family hea~th care! coverage vanishes with a job loss or a 

job ch'ange. I, ' 


It is not the American way to make the oldest, among us give 

up their possessionsi setl their house, sell their car, and liv~ 

a life of 'poverty if their spouSe has to go into a nursing home., 


, , I 

,cutting $182 billion; from Medicaid will force families to 
make grim choices that y~u or I would not wish to make and no 
American family should be forced to make. Choices between healt'h:' 

, care for children or nursing nome care for parents. Choices 
between ,education and vaqcinations; between food and prescription 
drugs. ' 

~he people at this h~spital know that the choices that will 
be forced on American families will also be forc~d on our, 

, hO'spitals -- private, no~-'-for-prof i t hospitals' like :this one and 
pUblic ho~pitals throughdut our cduntry.

I 
I 

'These are the instittitions that take all of bur children, 
regard of their income, regardless of where they cOme from. 
These doors are open. Hdwever, the doors of many of the for- ' 
profit hospitals in Amerfca are closing and the doors of the not..:.. 
fdr-profi t, community hosipitals will be likely closed permanently' 
if the combined cuts in M:edicaid and Medicare go through. 

I 

~or the children of ~merica that need help, they know they 

cahfind it at children's; hoSpitals. These hospitals cost m'ore 

because taking care of sick children is more expensive than 

takihg Care of sick adult~. And children's hospitals cannot 

shift those higher costs to adult patients the way other 

hospitals can. Already M~dicaid pays children'S hospitals, on 

average, less than 80 ,cents, for every dollar spent to care for a, 

child. ' 


The impact of cutting: Medicaid'even further is obvious. 

Chi,ldren!s hospitals simpRY will not -be able to provide t.he 

services they do today ana will not be able to maintain their 

d~eh~door policy. " , 


rhioughout our histor~, we have thought bf ourselve~ as an 

,5 



• I 

American family whose greatest priority was our children. And ~s 
Americana, we have prided oursel~es on our compaasion. And I 

• • • I
th1nk that 1S apr1de that was well earned because we have put 
odr"children first, bot~ in our public investments and our 
private ones. 

We have built magnificent hospitals like this, we have 
,pro~ided the basis fot m~dical research, that cannot be matched 
a~ywhere in the world. We have taken care of our poor. 

Anyo~e who,like me, has traveled in countriea strug911~9
• • I 

be~a~se of the1r econom1p problems to take care of the health 
care needs of their peop[e, know that when one walks through ~ 

• • '. Ihosp1tal 1n Braz11 ~r Ba~gladesh or Moscow as I have, you see 
literally hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of pe'ople with " 
nowhere else to go, with; doctors struggling to provide even the, 
in6st basic kind of healtp care.' 

I do not want to seei that in the united states of America .. 
There is no reason we shbuld. 

, : ' Now, ~ny time" I make; a speec~ like this, somebody invariably 
elther wr1tea or says, "Well you know, you can't expect the 
gbvernment to take care of children-- that is the family's 

• 
" responsibility." Who argiles with that? Of course it the 

family's responsibility.! Of course parents bear the primary 
respohsibility for their;children. 

But let's not fool ourselves. National policies -- whether 
they are about education ,or health care or welfare or taxes Or 
the environment -- affeci every family and child. They are 
mirrored in the lives an~ experiences of our children. And 
govejnment has played ~n4 must continue to play an invaluable 
tole in safeguarding the I interests of children and families. 

, I ' 
it does so in ways that we don't often think about. ~hen I 

~as speakin~ with thepa~ents and 6hildren a few minutes ago, I 
met two' families with adopted children with serious health 
problems. They were abl~ in part to adopt those children and 
give them the love we wO~ld want for everi child because Medicaid 
helped to pay the health Icare co~ts of ,these special ~eed~ 
children. 

We,don't think aboutihow the actions that are being proposed 
Itoday will push more and more families closer to the brink of 

economic disaster. 

And that is what I wa'nt ,every American to s,tartconside'ring.
• I

Think about th1S budget debate -- not as a Republican or an 
Independent or a Democrat

I 
-- think about it as a parent, as a 

•
grandparent, as an aunt, las an uncle. ' 
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I 
Don't get so wrapped up in the statistics and the policy 

papers that we forget o~r basic .oblig'ations. We k'now as parents 
what we owe our children. We know what we' try to do in order to 
meet those needs. 

i looked into the faces just a few minutes ago of mothers 
and f~thers who have gi~en up everything to take care of sick 

. children -- and who amonqus would not do the sarrie? 

But when it comes to legislating and making policy, parents 
turn into partisans and good parental instincts seem to retreat. 
Would we ever say as pad:mts that only one of four of our 
children could go to a dbctoror get a vaccination or have a . 

• ! " " I

hear1ng test? Of course, not. We would demand and work for the 
right to make sure they ~e~e all iaken care of. 

Would we ever say as: parents with a child that had spinal 
bifidaor c~ngenital heattdisease'or'cystic~fibrosis that they 

,no longer deserved treatI,nent and care? Of course not . We would 
do everything within our: power to make sure our child was taken 
care of. 

But in this time we live in today, with the kind of 

reckless, ideological effort to meet fixed budget targets to, 

prove a point, we ar~un~ermining what parents try to.do every 

single 'day . 


.Weas a society are 9.0ing things we would,never do as 
parents. How can we leg~slate wl1?tWf::, would not approve of as 
parent.s? How can we vot$ for people who would do that? How can 
we permit it to happen? ' 

t hope that as"this ~ebat.e goes on we will recognize, first 
of all, that the kind of ;c~ts that are in this Republican budget 
proposal cannot be permi~ted to be enacted in to l~w. 

, ". !There 1S an alternat1ve: a balanced budget proposal that the 
• . i .

Pres1dent has put forth ~hat truly does put children's needs 
first. It doesn't give tax cuts to the wealthiest of Americans, 
and for those in this att,ium who would lose their tax cut, I 
,I " 

apologize. But you don't need it. Our children need that 
fun~ing in order to keep ~heir lives going.

; 

And moie than that, ~hese budget battles are hot just about 
money, they are not just !about who wins and Who loses in 
Washington, they are abdu;t our values as a nation. What do we 
really care about? What kind of people are we , What kind of . ' ,people do we . lntend ,to bel? . , 

A'hy family does' its tiest to take care of its old and its 
, I 

young. There is an inner:-generational compact that is more 
important than any kind of contract for legislation . 
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That compact says loud and clearly: "We owe each other 
.~ ,something. We have obltgations to one another and besides, we 

never know what might h~ppen to us." 

There, 'but for the ~race of God, go our child, our spouse, 
our parent -- and we ought' to be '" a little more humble in the face 
in the unpredictability ~hat life deals all of Us .. 

" ' OUr children are our present and our future, a te'st of our 
hum~nity and our faith. i And our children are watching. will we 
pass this test or will w~failthem and ourselves? 

", ; .. ~hen I was in ?hile,1. I was rerriind~d of their' Nobel Prize- . 
Winning poet, Gabrlela M~stral who sald these words, that I thlnk 
we ou"ght to say to ourse~ves over and over again in the weeks, and 
months ahead: "Many things we need, can wait. The child cannot. 
Now is t~e time his bone~ are being formed, his ~lood is being 
made, his mind is being developed. To him, we cannot say 
tomorrow. His name is t~day." 

I 

And today each of USI has an obligation to the children,we 
know, the children aroun~ us, and the children of this country, 
and we will we be judged'on whether or not we meet those 
obligations. ' 

• 
I think we will, bec~use whehit finally comes time to make 

the decision, I do not b~lieve a majority in Congress or a 
. "majority in the United states will turn their backs on our 

children. I 
, 

Thank you all very much. 
I 

### 

: ' 
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