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REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
AT THE U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION'S
KICK-OFF OF "BABY SAFETY SHOWERS"

, WASHINGTON, DC

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much. I’m delighted to be
here. I think this is aivery 1mportant event.! I want to thank
Gerber and everyone assoc1ated with Gerber foods for their:
commitment to this baby safety effort. I want to thank Ann Brown
and everyone ‘associated w1th the Commission for their leadeérship
on all of these issues about how we keep our bables safe ‘ ‘

I'm pleased to be here ‘at this child care center The
Mazique Center is. well known around not only in this area, but
throughout the country for its many years of superb care for the
children of the district'of columbia.

Now there are some, :I would guess ‘who would thlnk that
talking about a baby safety shower is somethlng that doesn’t
deserve a lot of attentlon That it is a nice thing to do, but .
not as important as some of the really blg issues of our time. °

Well I can only say . that there is nothlng more 1mportant

Athan our children and,.there is nothing more important to any

parent than keeéping our babies and our children safe and secure
as much as we are able to do so.

I have found as I’ve travelled throughout the country %

- talking with parents exactly what Ann said she had found. Manyf

of us just don’t know everythlng we need to know to keep our
babies secure. And part of the reason I’m here today is to ,
reinforce the message Oflthls baby safety shower. To encourage
people all over the country that when they have a pregnant
friend, pregnant daughter, when they themselves are pregnant that\

B 'they w111 think about safety 1ssues.

It’s always nice to*get the, cute little clothes that people
give for a baby, "but I think it’& more important  to give some of
thé kinds of products we saw demonstrated upstairs that will Keep
baby’s little fingers out of outlets, will keep them from -~ I
just learned lifting up the toilet bowl [lid] and drowning which
can -happen, keep them safe in their cribs, keep the little toys
out of their mouths. Those kinds of glfts that we can give one
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~children. ' : ‘

another and that every parent would  be glad to receive are what I
hope will be flodéding 1nto all of the lives of parents in our

- country because of this ;nltlatlve

, I know that it is very dlfflcult for parents to feel thatb
they can control everythlng that happens to their ‘babies in

: today s world, because the world is complex, it is challenglng,,
and in many respects more dangerous than it has been in the past.
- That’s why trying to make our homes safe is something that is

within our control. We can't control what happens oh the street
corner. We can’t control whether or not our child will be safe "
all the time when he or she leaves our house. But to the best of
our ability, we can. try to make our child safe 1ndoors, in our
own homes o

I also think that the work that is being done here on the”v
baby safety showers will very clearly point out that there is a
need for all of us, together to cooperate to help parents raising

You know I’'m finishing a book that I’m wrltlng called “1t
takes a villadge to raiseia Chlld" which is after an old afrlcah
proverb :

Some people have come to me and said, "why are you wrltlng

that book?" “Parents. know already what they re supposed to do!". -

And I said, "i didn’t."™ !You know, I’m like al. I didn’t get an
1nstructlon manual when ny daughter was born. And much of it was
trial by error and lucklly I had: family and friends and other
people who were there. for me telllng me what. I needed to do to
keep my baby safe and healthy

Other people have sald "why are you saying 1t takes a
village to raise a child? It’s the family’s responsibility."
Well of course it’s the Qamlly s respon51b111ty “But the family"
does not exist in a vacuum today. The family exist in the
greater world. The family needs commissions, and businesses, and
child care centers and schools, and doctors and hospitals. The
family needs a lot of support from "the village" in order for the
family to do the best poesible job it can do. : ' '

And that’s what thlS baby safety shower is about. It’s 5 _
about people coming together to help parents do a good job. ' I've
never met a parent who set out not to do a good job. - I've met
parents overwhelmed by the circumstances of their lives, facing
difficult odds that I cannot even imagine. Having problems
because of their own childhood or their own situations. But I =~
have never met a parent that did'not want to do the best job he
or she could do as a father or a mother. And what we have to do
is give parents and famllhes the tools so they can be the best

| mothers ‘and fathers. So it really does take a v1llage And it
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the COnsumer Product Safety Commission and Gerber Foods and the
Mazique Child Care Center and a lot of other peodople to help
parents and families because after all, we in our country give a
lot of lip service to how important we think our children are --
don’t we? You can hear 1t everyday on the news. But too often’
we don’t translate that into action. And some of the actions we
need to take are very small ones. Like putting your baby on her
back instead of on her stomach making sure she can’t get through
the slats of the crib.: :

Some of them are a little bigger. Making sure that if you
have child care needs they are met in a good place where. your
child will be stimulated;and cared for while you’re at work.

: And some of them get a little bigger. Believing that the
school that your child goes to is the right place and that
teachers care about your: child.

And some of them get then even bigger, trying to keep your .
neighborhood safe, getting rid of gangs, and drug. dealers and the
drive-by shooters. All of the dangers that exist in tooc many
areas of communities or too many of our children.

And sometimes what we have to do to keep our baby safe is
even bigger than that. : :

About the kind of values that we have as a ¢ountry. Whethe%,»‘

we really do care about parents and families. And that means ,
keeping the social safety need in place. Making sure that people -
who need health care Wlll get health care by keeping medicaid
avallable for families who need 1t :

One in four of our children rely on Medlcaid We would not
as a family say that one iin four. of our children didn’t deserve
"health care. We would try to take care of all .of them. So when
we think aboéut all that we can . do as parents and all that
everyone else should do to help us be the best posslble parents,’
I believe we’re on the right road to making sure all of us feel
responsible not only for iour own baby but for every baby.

Any baby that dies Hecause of a'product that did not have to
cause that baby’s death rs not just a loss for that family, but

it is a loss for ‘all of ns. So any baby we save because of these
products is a baby that we save for everybody.

So vaant to thank all the people who are focusing on this
issue and I hope famllies all over America will have baby safety.

showers and talk to each other, educate each other about what we
need to do to keep all of our babies safe and healthy
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