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'" MRS. CLINTON: Th'anJi:: you very much. I'm delighted to be 
here. I think this is aivery important event~ I want to thank 
Gerber and everyone assoeiated with derber foods for their­
commitment to this baby *afety effort. I want to thank Ann,Brown 
and everyone-associated with the Commission for their leadership 
on all of these issues about how we keep our babies safe. 

i 

, ­
I'm pleased to be here -at this child care center. The 

Mazique Center is well klitown-around not only in this area, but 
throughout the country f~r its many years of superb ~are for the 
childr,en of the district; of columbia . 

• NoW there are some, ,I would guesswh6 would think that 
talking about a baby saf~ty shower is something that doesn't 
deserve a lot of attentid>n.' That it is a nice thing to' do, but 
not as important as some:of the really big issues of our time. 

Well I can only s~ythat th~re is nothing more import~nt 
than our childr~n arid,thJre is nothing more important to any 
parent than keeping our ~abies ~nd our children safe and Secu~e 
as much as we are able to do so. 

I 

I have found as I'v~ travelled throughout the country ~ 
talking with parents exa~tly wh~t Ann said she had found. ~any, 
of us just don't knOw everything we need to know to keep our ' 
babies secure. l\nd part: of the reason 1'm here today is to , 
reinforce the mes~age of !this baby safety shbwer~ To encourage 
people allover the count.ry that when they haVe a pregnant 
friend, pregnant daughtet., when they themSelves arepregn~nt that, 
they~ill think about saiety issues. . 

It's always nice to:get the,cute little clothes that people 
give for a baby,~but I tijink it'~'mo~e important to give sOme of 
the kinds of products we 'saw dem9l)strated upstairs that will keep 
baby's little fingers ou~of outlets, will keep them from -~ 
just l~arhed lifting up ~he toilet bowl [lid] ahd drowningwhic:h 
can -{lappen, keep them saDe in their cribs, keep the little toys 
out of their mouths. Th~se kinds of gifts that we can give one 

1­

I 

http:count.ry


• anottrer ahd that every parent would, be glad to re'ceive' are' what I 
hope will be fl06~ing in~o all of the lives of parents in our 
country because of this initiative. 

I know that it is'v$rY difficult for parents to feel that 
they ca:n control everything, that happens to their 'babies in, 
today's world, because the world is complex, it i~ challengihg~ 
and,in many respects mor~ dangerous than it has beeh 'in the'past. 
That's why trying to make bur homes safe is something that 

• ., I ". ' . " 
wlthln our control. We ~an't coptrol what ha:ppens on the street 
corner. We can't control whether or not our child will be safe' 
all the time when he or ~he leav~s o'ur house. But to the Dest of 
our ability, we can, try to make our child safe indoors, in our 
own homes. ' 

I ' 

I also think that tJe work that is being done here oh the 
baby safety showers will:very clearly point out that there is a 
need for all of us, toge*her to cooperate to help parents raising 
children. I 

You know I'm finishing a book that I'm writing called " 
takes a village to raiseia child" which is after an old african 
proverb. 

~ -' ! 

• 
Som'e people have,come to me and said, "why are you writing 

that book? t~ , "Parents.' knqw already whatthey' re supposed' to do! II • 

And I said, "i didn't." :You know, I'm like al. I didh't get an 
instruction manual when ~y daughter was born. , And much of ,it ~a:s 

I _. t " • I •

trlal by error and luckl1y I had[faml1y and frlends and other 
people who were there,fo~ me telling me what I needed to dci to 
keep my baby safe and healthy. ' ' , 

, Other people have s~id, lI~hy are yoU saying it takes a 
village to raise a childi It's the fa~'lily's responsibility. i',. 
Well of course it's the family's responsibility~But the family 
does not exist in a vacuJm tbday. The family exist in the 
greater world. The family needs commissions, and businesses, and 
child care centers and schools, and doctors and hospitals. The 
family needs a lot of support 'from "the villagell'in order for the 
family to do the best po~sible job it can do. 

I 

And that's what this! baby s~fety shower is about. It's 
aboUt people coming toget:her to help parents do a good job. I've 
never met a parent who se!t out not to do a good job. ' I've met 
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parents overwhelmed by th,e circumstances of their lives, facing 
difficult odds that l' can:not even imagine. Having problem'S , 
because of their own childhood or their own situations. Blit 
have never met a parent that did l; not want to do' the best job he 
or sne could do as 'a fath1er or a, mother; And ~hat we have to dO 
is give parents and famil~es the-tools so they'can be the best 
mothers and fathers. So lit really does take a village~ And it 
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th~ donsume~ Product Saf~ty commission and Gerber tdods and the 
Mazique Child Care cente~ and a lot of other peOple to help 
parents ~nd familiesbec~use after all, we ih our country give a 
lot of lip service ~o ho~ impo~tant'we think Our children, are -­
donit we? You can hear ~t everyday on the news. But too often 
we don't translate that into action. And some of the actiohs we 
need to take are very, smkll ones. Like putting you~ baby on her 
back instead of on he~ stomach, making sure she dan't get thtough 
the slats of the crib.':' ' 

Some of them are a little bigger. Making sUre that if you 
have child care needs th~Y'are m¢t in a good plaCe where· your 
child will be stimulatediand cared· for while you're at work. 

, 
And some of them get' a little bigger. Believing that the 

schoOl that y6ur child g~es to i the right place and, that 
teachers care about your child. 

. • I 

And some of them get. then even bigger, trying to keep yoUr 
neighborhood safe, getti*g rid of· .gangs, and drug. dealers and the 
drive-by shooters. All mf the dangers that. exist in too many 
areas of communities or troo many.of our children. 

And sometimes what we have to do to keep our baby safe is 
even bigger than that. I 

. About the kind of veUues that we have as a country. whether. 
we reilly do Care about ~arents and fafuilies. And that, means 
keeping the social safet~ need in place. Making sUre that peopl~ 
who need health care wi 11· get hea: 1 th care. by keep ing medicaid 
available for.families who need ~t.' . 

" 
One in four of Our dhildren!rely 6n Medicaid. ~e would.hot 

as a family say that oneiin fo.urof our' children didn't deserVe 
he~lthcare. We would tiy to take care of all ·Of them. So when 
we think about all that v?e can.do as parents .and all that 
everyone els.e should do t.o help us be the best possible parents ~ 
I ~elieve we're on the right road to ma~ing .sure all of us feel 
responsible not only for lour oWli baby but for' every baby. 

,, 
Any baby that dies t!ecause of a:'p~oduct that did not haVe to 

cause that baby's death is not just a loss for that family, but 
I . . . 

it is a loss for ~ll of \ls. So any baby we .saVe because of these 
produ'cts isa baby that we save for everybody. 

I 

So I want to thank aTl the people who are focusing on this 
issue .and I hope families! allover America wili haVe baby safety 
showers and talk to each uther, educate each other about what we 
need to do to keep all o( our ba~ies safe and ~ealthy. 

#We# 
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