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. MRS.CLINTON: It is an honor to be with you here in-
Turkey today, and to experlence firsthand the splendor :
- of one of the world's greatest c1t1es.» »

Before comlng to Istanbul many people descrlbed

- for me what it is like to stand on one continent and
look across the watervte another. Today, I can see even
more clearly that Turkey is. the cross-roads of Europe
and Asia -- a bridge between eras, peoples, ideas, -
visions and cultures. . A

I would llke to thank the people of Turkey for

extending such a warm and ‘gracious welcome to me and my

daughter and those travellng with us. To the President
and Prime Minister I owe special thanks for thelr warm
‘hospitality yesterday 1n Ankara

I know that my husband is very nmuch looklng

forward to meeting with President Demirel’ in Washlnétonv’

‘this week =-- and to bulldlng on the many values and
asplratlons that the Amerlcan and Turklsh people share.
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Our natlons have been frlends and allies for the
better part of: this century -~ indeed, we have stood
‘'side by side:through many international crises. We are
strategic partners workﬂng together to brlng peace and
stability to many trouble spots today. President

1996

Clinton was most grateful for Turkey’s participation in a

the recent’ antl-terrorlsm summit in Egypt. ‘The United

fvstates looks forward to,strengthenlng that frlendshlp .

in the years ahead. . Lo . S
SRt . :
In a world so often:torn by ten51ons of geography,
ethn1c1ty,‘re11glon, and hlstory, Turkey glves us a
glimpse of a more hopeful future. Here, we see not a
clash of c1v1llzatlons,‘but a coming together of East
and West, European and Asian, traditional and modern,

and men and women.
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We see Islam co-existing with secularism. We see‘
proof that such a co-existence is not only p0551b1e -
‘but advantageous to alllsegments of 5001ety

Yet looklng in- almost every dlrectlon from here --
east, west, north and south -— we see examples of what
happens when the 1dea15|of respect tolerance, civility
and reconc111atlon are lost. o o

Just a few days agoII was-in Bosnia visiting
American troops 'in Tuzla, where I also had the
opportunity to -speak’ ‘with the Turkish commander of the
~ troops your country has sent as peacemakers.

Violence and ethnic clean51ng in the_ past four
- . years have claimed far too many victims'in Bosnia. Our
troops -- and yours -- and the many civilians and .
‘non-governmental organlﬂatlons at work' in the former
Yugoslavia are not just helplng build a lasting. peace;
they are helping the people of that war-torn land bulld
a mult1~ethn1c, multl-rellglous democracy.
: It won’t happen overnlght nor can we expect it
to. The United States has been working to perfect
Ademocracy ‘for more than 200 years. Turkey continues to
strive for the democratlc ideal ?3 years after the -
founding of the Republlc. : '

A strong democracy requlres economic stability,
‘religious and social harmony, a healthy and educated
population, a free and open system of justice and a
political process that does not exclude any person
because of gender,. ethnlc origin, race, falth or:
statlon in life. '

No natlon can achleve the ideals of democracy 1f
it fails to uphold the rlghts of all citizens. ,
Respecting human rights means respecting the views of

. . those who may dlsagree w1th ‘their governments. It means

"granting citizens the freedom to assemble, organize,
and debate openly. It means not denying people their
life or dignity because of the peaceful expre551on of
thelr 1deas and oplnlons. .

It also means ensurlng that women throughout their
lives:are guaranteed access'to what I .call the tools of
opportunity: education, health care; jobs, credlt
1eqa1 protectlon and polltlcal freedom.

This is partlcularly urgent today. We are, not just o
at the dawn of a. ‘new century but on the frontier of a
new world., Although we have w1tnessed_the long rule of
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dictators and controlled economies g1v1ng way to

democracy and free markets in country after country, we
also have seen a resurgence of ethnic and rellglous

Astrlfe around the globe.

Rapld and profound change has created

‘unprecedented opportunltles for peace and prosperlty,
" but ‘also has inflamed old tensions and welghed us down

with new ones.

The challenge of deep poverty Stlll confronts us.

_'The challenge of living Fogether in peace and harmony
~in the face of ethnic, religious and other tensions

among peoples has never‘been greater. The challenge of

- putting people first, ‘of including all of our citizens

as full participants in jour economlc and political

- lives =+ men and women, rlch and poor, - people of all
“races and creeds -- has yet to be met.

- These anc1ent challenges are compounded by the
stresses inherent in a tﬁme of global transformatlon.

The so-called Informatlon Age holds great
potent1al° modern technology enables us to communlcate
more quickly and understand each other better. Yet we
also know that it poses a difficult problem: A vast
majority of our world’s people are not equipped w1th
the skills they need fori the new global economy.

And if consumerism is the primary message being
transmitted, the explos1on in material expectatlons
will put addltlonal demands on institutions ranging

‘from the family to the government Those expectations

are not ‘likely to be realized quickly or fully.

Together we must address both;the‘OpportUnities

and the difficulties that confront us today -- for

0
ourselves, our famllles, and the future of our

i
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The question is what we can do to create a better
future for all of us. I belleve that one place to start
is by ensuring that women are fulfilled in their own
lives and able to partlclpate fully in our natlonal o
lives. :

|

Women represent ‘half the world’s populatlon. And
yet in country after country, they lack access to
education, to health serv1ces, to jobs, to polltlcal
and civil rights. SR v .

Where women lack access to. educatlon, heaith care -
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and economlc opportunlty, chlldren tend to be less'
educated, less well nourished, and families tend to be
larger and poorer. Where women- are 1111terate, the .
environment is often poorly managed and’ democracy
‘remains fraglle. O , :

‘ One- lesson we have learned over the past decade 1s -
‘that where women prosper, countrles prosper. - .

The educatlon of all people, and especially women,
reaps enormous d1v1denda for societies. Education is.
not only about’ acquiring skills; it helps us understand
-and tolerate dlfferences and learn the value of
01v111ty Education holds out the promise that we can
live together more harmonlously. It 'helps us understand
the unsettling changes 1n our: lives today and manage
those changes. Educatlon is as 1mportant to peace as it
is to prosperity. - ! )

To bring women more,fully 1nto our national llves,'
we must be commltted to the education of girls and -
women. They must be able to attend school -- not:' just
to. become literate but. to gain the knowledge and
expertlse they need in areas such as medicine,

. engineering, management,| computer science and many
others that will enable them to contribute to the
prosperlty of thelr famllles and thelr nations.

Women must have access to health care,- espe01ally

the care they need as new mothers. Wives, together with ™

their husbands, must have access to family planning
services so that they’ can make voluntary, responsible

and informed choices about the size of their families'

~ And children --= girls as, well as boys -- must ‘have

< access to preventlve and’' curative medical care that
w1ll enable them to. grow 1nto healthy adults.

_ I recognlze that some people still. regard
.education and health care for girls and women as .
Msoft." Often these matters are dismissively labeled as
‘so~-called "women’s 1ssues" that do not belong at. the -
center .of debate about the serious challenges of our -
time. I would argue strongly, however, that social
development’ especially investments in women, are as
important to the prosperity and stability of a nation
'as 1nvestments in free markets and trade.'.

‘ But even assuming’ you agree w1th my argument what J
'is to be done to brlng about strategies for such

;development?

That questlon deserves far more analy51s and
dlscu551on than I can offer today But.let me suggest
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that governments, bu51nesses, the non-proflt sector and'
individual citizens must all play a role ' in ensurlng
that those investments are made for the betterment of
our nations and of our global famlly

First, governments must continue to expand the
general condltlons requlred for democracy and market
economies so that we caﬂ unleash the creative energies
of -millions of. people whio are prepared to. act , :
respon51hly and take advéntage of opportunltles
available to them. = .

Where soc1al serv1ces are’ llmlted and when women
-have no access to then, growth will be uneven and
'prosperlty hindered. My own country is engaged in a
vigorous debate right now over government’s role in
providing social serv1ces becausé we have seen that a
51qn1f1cant number of our citizens are not equlpped to
share in the rewards of the newly emerging ‘economy .

)

Every government must 1nvest .more resources in the
education and health care of children, especially |
girls. This should be a priority that takes precedeénce
over competing budgetary!demands. For some countries,
it means providing schools and clinics where they are
"needed. and incentives for families to educate and
- provide health care for all their chlldren. For a
country like the United States, it means delivering
existing services more eff1c1ently and with greater
accountability for: outcomes.

Although governmentswhave prlmary respon51b111ty
‘for creating a climate that encourages economic growth
and social development, bu51nesses also have a role to
play. '

Businesses are 1ncre351ngly pressured to think about

- short-term profits, but they must begin to recognize
“"that the social costs of d01ng business often have’
medium and long term economlc consequences. Depleting
natural. or human resources ‘destroys and undermines
fconfldence in markets. The world needs socially ,
~respon51ble bu51ness leadershlp today more than ever. ‘

No matter how much governments and bu51nesses do
to encourage social development they cannot achieve
such goals alone, nor should they be expected to.
Citizens, cooperatlng ‘in non -governmental organizations
like many of those represented here, must also take ‘
initiative and even prov1ge the lead. NGO 1eadersh1p is
typlcally highly motivated and energetic in pursuing a.
vision of a better world, *and increasingly governments
and the private sector are relylng on NGOs for guidance
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in maklng soc1al and economlc 1nvestments.

I believe that it 1s only through the respons1ble
involverient of all segments of society =-- along with"
individual citizens -- that women will become full
partners in soc1ety and‘democracy w111 be preserved and
strengthened

.»g . oL . ;
Yesterday, I had. the honor of laylng a wreath at
the mausoleum of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in Ankara.
Ataturk’s enduring vision of an independent,
prosperous, modern and secular Turkey has enabled thlS
nation to overcome obstacles and conditions that have
~ impeded progress in many other countrles around the
world. ‘ ;

He, more than almost any other leader in this
century, understood that! a nation that wished to
control its own destiny . and compete in the world had to-
invest:'in its single greatest resource -- its people.
And he understood. that women were .a crltlcal part of
that equatlon. o

In 1923, he said that "jit is Scientifically
improbable and even 1mp0551ble for a society to
progress if it does not march toward the same goals
"with all its men and women."

Ataturk led Turkey fhrther along the path to
gender equality than many Muslim and Western nations.
Thanks to his reforms, women 'in Turkey have enjoyed _
significant positions 1n.g0vernment medlclne, the law,
and the academy. 1 : '

1
By insisting that woﬁen take part in the polltlcal
and social life of the country and by insisting that’
girls and women be educated Ataturk not only improved

the lives of Turkish women “he improved the lot of -
Turklsh famllles and Turklsh soc1ety as well.

Yet I also know that in every country, 1nclud1ng
my own, much remains to be done to protect the. gains
that have been made on behalf of women, to improve
‘their opportunities as 01tlzens and to strengthen the
foundatlons of democratlc soc1ety

Illlteracy among women continues to be an
impediment to economic progress for an entire natlon.
Pressures caused by populatlon growth
dlsproportlonately affect women, but also s1gn1f1cantly

l'.
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affect families, communities, health care systens,

schools, and government. And the ongoing abuse :of women
in and out of their homes -- a tragedy that occurs in .

every socio-economic. class ih every.country of the -

world =-- undermines the | stablllty of families and
inhibits the contrlbutlons that women can and should be
maklng to 5001ety : _g

The influence of. women must also be*felt in the

-~ political arena, both - as voters and as elected
- officials in governmentd Having too few women engaged

in the polltlcal process diminishes the potential of"
democracy in too many countries.. ‘I am particularly
aware of this problem because, in the ‘United States,
women won the right to’ vote more than 75 years ago. Yet
tens of mllllons of women fa11 to exer01se that rlght

. today.-

"

Ataturk was’ ahead of hlS tlme in bellev1ng that

- women were v1ta1 to the progress of society. His vision
. of economic progress, human development, and

01tlzensh1p remains our v151on today.

Turkey knows,was,Amerlca kn0ws, that democracy is
the best hope for all people and all nations to live

together peaceably and to realize the God-glvenv
'potentlal of all men and$women.' :

, If we all take our p%rsonal respons1b111t1es
seriously, and use our voices and votes to fulfill our

;”natlcns' economic and polltlcal asplratlons, we will
‘create a better world for all those who follow us,
- whether they are men. or women, boys or glrls.

Ultlmately, that is what should motivate polltlcal
economic, -and social de0131ons here in Turkey, in

_Amer;ca, and around the world.

Thank you very much.’
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