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,MRS.CLINTON:' It 'is an honor to bewith'you:here in, 
, .- 'I '.. • •Turkey to¢iay, and to eXI?er~el')ce fl.rsthand the splendor 

" of one of the world's greatest cities. ,", -, , ! 
" ' 

Before coming to Istanbul, many people described 
'for me' what it is like to stand on one continent and 
look across the water, t~ another. Today, I can'see even 
more clearly that Turkey is, the cross-roads of Europe, 
and Asia -- a, bridge between eras, peoples, ideas,' 
:visions 'and cultures. ' 

'-, ; .' 

• 
~ would,like to thank,thepeople~of Turkey' for 

extending such a 'warm arid'gracious welcome to ,me and iny 
daughter and those ~rav~ling with us. To the President 

• ,. . I· '., '.'and Prl.meMl.nl.ster I oWe specl.al thanks for thel.r warm 
hospitality yesterday iTi' Ankqra. " , 

I know that 'my husband is 'very much looking , 
forward to meeting with rPresident Deinirel' in Waspingt9n, 
'this week -~ and to buitding on the many values,and 
aspirations'that the;Am~rl.Can and ,Turkish people share. 

, 
j' ',! 

, ' I :' ' 
Our nations have"been friends ahd allies for the 

better part of,this century --'indeed, we have stood 
side by side<through mariyinternational,crises. We,are 
strategic partnersw6rk~ng'together to bring peace and 
stability to many trouble spots today. President 

,Clinton was'most grateftfl for Turkey's participation in 
the recent' anti-terrori~m summit in Egypt. ,The united 
states looks forward to Istrengthening that friendship"
in 'the years ahead. ' , . , . ",' I.' 

I 
, ' "I ' ',' '. ' 

In a world so often ,torn by ,~ensions of geography, 
ethnicity,: religi6n; ,and history, Turkey ~ives us a 
glimpse of a more hopef~l future,. Here, we see not a 
clash of civilizations, 'but a coming together of' ~ast 
and West, European and ~sian, traditional and modern, 

'. 
and men and women. 
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• We see Islam co-exi$ting with secularism. We, se'e 
proof that such a co-ex~stence is not only possible 
'but advantageous to all !segments of society.

, . . . 

Yet:loqking 'in ,almost every direction from here-.... 
, I·' ,

east, west, north and south -- we see examples of what 
happens when 'the 'ideals"lof respect, toleranc~, civility
and reconciliation ate lost. ' '. ' . 

Just a few day,s ago II was' in. Bosnia 'visiting· 
American troops 'in Tu:r:la', where I also had the 
opportunity to-speak with ,the Turkish commander of the 
troops y.our country has sent as peacemakers.
'.' -..! "r " . 

Violence and ethnic ;cleansing in th~.. past four 
years have claimed fartbomany victims ''in ,Bosnia.' Our , 
troops ~- and yours -·~nd the many civilians and. 

"non-governmental organiziations at work' in the former 

Yugoslavia are not just helping build a lasting. peace; 

they are ,helping the peo'ple of' that war-torn land buIld 

a multi-ethnic,mul~i-re!ligious democracy. 


It won't happen ovepnight, nor can we expect. it 

to. The United states 'ha's been working to 'perfect '" 


, , 1 ','. " democracy 'formore .than ,200 years. Turkey cont1nues to 

• 

strive for the democratip ideal 73 years after the . 


"founding 'of the Republic'. ", 

A strorig deinocracy r:equires economic stability; 
'religious and social harmony, a healthy and educated 
population, a free and open system of justice and a' 
political process that dbes not exclude any person 
because of gender, ethni9 origin, race, faith, or, 
station in ~ife. I 

NO' nation can ~chiev~ the ideals ,of democra~y if 

it fail.·to uphold the rights of all citizens. 

Respecting human rights ~eans respecting the views of 


"thos.e who may disagree with their gpvernments. It means 

'grantirigcitizens the fr~edOln to aSSemble, ,organize, 

and debate openly. It means not denying peqpletheir


• ' , • •. 1 0, , ',' ,',

11fe or d1gn1tybecause c;>f,the peaceful express10n of 
theiride~s and opinibns~ , 

I .. ,' 

It also means ensuripg that women ~hroughout their . 
lives'al;'e guaranteed acc~ssto what lcall the tools of 
opportunity: education, .l.1ealth care; jobs, credit', 
legal protection and polftical freeciom. 

This is particularly; urgent today. We ar.~.not just 

• 
at the dawn ofa new century but on the frontier of a 
new w?rld.,' Although. we h~ve witnessed the long rule of 

2
• j 

, I 
:' 



dictators and controlled economies giving way to " 
democracy and free marke4ts in country after country, we 
also have seen a resurge4nce of ethnic and religious 
,strife around the globe~• 

I 

Ra.pid and profound ,change has created, ' 
unprecedentedopportuni~ies for peace and prosperity, 
but 'als,o has inflamed o~dtensions and weighed us down 
with new ones. . I 

The 6halle~ge of 'deJp poverty·still confronts u's. 
The, challenge of living ~together in,peace and harmony 
in the face of ethnic, :r;eligious and other tensions ' 

, 

among peoples hasnev~:r 
,
:been greater. The challenge of 

putting people first,b~ inci~din~ ali of our citizens 
as full participants in :our economic and political 
lives -" .. men and women, ,rich and poor, .people of all 

,races and creeds -- has "yet to b,emet. 
" 

,These ancient chall~hg~s ar~comp6unded: by the 
stresses inh~rent in ,a t~me of globaltran~formation. 

• 
Th~ so-calied In~or~ation Age hold~ great , 

potential: modern technollogy enables us to communicate 
more quickly andunderst~nd each other better. Yet we 
also ,know that it pose~ a difficult problem: A vast 
majority of our world's people ate not equipped with 
the skills· they ne~d fori the new g'lobal economy. ' 

. 
And if consumerism fs the primary'message being 

transmitted, the explosi~>n' in 'material expectations 
will put additional qemands on institutions ranging , 
from, the family to the gbvernment. Those expectations' 
are not likely to be,rea~ized quickly or fully.

,. 

Together we mustaddFess both . the opportunities' 

and the difficulties that confront us today -- for 
ourselves ~. our families,;,; and the future of ,our 
children. ' 

, ' 

The, question is what; we ,can do'to create a better 
future for all of us. I believe that one place to start 
is by ensuring that womeh are fulfilled in their Own 
lives and able to·. participate fully in our national 

• I .
ll.ves. 

, !.. . 
Women represent ',half; the world's population. And 

yet in country after couiltry" they lack access to:. ' . 
education, to health ser~ices,' to jobs', to political 
and civil rights. .i 

• Where wpmen lack access to. education , health care·' 
I 

,! 3. 
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, '",' 

" ! 

• and economic opportunity~ children tEmd' ,to' be' less 
educated, lesswelinoulfished,'and families tend to be 
larger and poorer. Wher~ women are illiterate, the 
environment is ofteri poorly managed and'demo'cracy 

· remains fragiJ,.e.' 

,One '.lesson' we ha've learned over the pastdecaele is' 
'that where women prosper:, countries prosper. 

, 'I, "~' " 	 , 

The education' of aLll people, and especially women, 
reaps enormous. divid,ends' for societies. Education is, 
not only about'acquiiinq skills; it helps us understand 
,and tolerate differencesi and learn the value of . 
civility. Education holds out the,promise that we can 
live together'more harmo'niously. It 'helps us understand 
the unsettling c,hanges' i;n our: liyes today and manage 
those changes. Education' is as important to peace as it 
is'to prospe~ity~ '.1 ' . '. : 

To bring women more;ful,ly into, our national lives, 

we must be committed ,to the education 'of girls and 

women. They mu~t he able l to attendschool,--'not: just 

to, become literat.e but, t9 gain the knowledge and 

expertise they need in areas such as medicine, 


• 
, eng.ineering , management, I coinputer science and many 
others that will enable them to contribute to the 
prosperity of their families and their nations. 

'I, 

, 

,Women .must have acceks "to health care,' especially 
the care they need as 'ne~ mothers~ Wives, ,together with' 
their husb9nds, must have access to family planning , 
services so ,that theycah makevoluntar~~ responsible 

· and informed choices about the size of their familie's\ 

And ch~ldren, -~girls"as~well as boys -~ ~usthave 

access,to preventive and; curative' medical care that' 

will enable them to, growl into healthy adults. 


I 'recognize that som~ people still,regard 

education and health care for'girls and women as 


. I 	 ' 

,"soft." Often these matters are dismissively labeled as 
,so":'called "women's iSf;ue~" that do not belong at. the 
. 	 I .' ,center ,of debate about 	th.e serl0US challenges' of our 
.	time ~Iwould argue strortgly , however, ,that social 

development', especially investments in women,are as 

important to the prosper:i,.ty and stapility of a natipn 

as investments in free markets and trade. 


~ , 	 ~ . , 

I 


, But even a~suming' yo~agree with 'my argument, what 

· Is to be done to bring a~.6utstrategies for such ' 

development? ' 


•.• ' • 'j '." j' , • " - . 

• 
That question 'deserv~s far more analysi's and 

disc1.:lssiol) than, I can of~~r today., But, let me suggest 

4 
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• that governments, businesses, the non-profit sector arid 
individual citizens must all play €I: role' in ,~nsuring 
that those investments are made for the betterment of 
our nations and of our ~lobal family. 

First., governments must contiirue to expand the 
general conditions, requi:red for democracy and market 
economies so that we can' unleash the creative energies 
of:millions of; people whbare prepared to act 

, , t • 'j' , .' • 

respons~bly and take advantage of opportun~t~es 
available to them., 'I, 

, I'·!' 

Where social service:s are' 'limited, and when women 
'have no access to them, growth will ,be uneven and 
prosperity hindered. My pwn c9untry is engaged in a 
vigorous deb,ate right notN o,ver government's role ,in 
providing social services because we have seen that a 
significant 'number of aUF citizens are not equipped to 
share iri the rewards of the newly emerging economy.' 

" ' 

I 

• 

Every government, mus~' invest"more resour~es in the 
education and health care of children, especially .. ' , 
girls. This should l;>e a priority that takes precedence 
over competing budgetary! demands. For some countries, 
it means providing SChOOfs and clinics where, they are 
needed, and incentives for 'families to educate and 
provide health care, for citll their: children. For a 

,. '" .".., .. ,country l~ke the Un~ted 9tates, ~t means del~ver~ng 
existing services more eff iciently and with g'reater 
accountability for' outco~es'''',' " 

!, ' 
Although goverrtmentsihave primary resporisibility 

,'for creating a climate that encour?lges economic growth 
,and social development,' ~usinesses' also have a role' to 
play. I, "", , " 
Businesses are in~reasingly pressured to think about 
short-term profits, but they must' begin to recogniz'e 
'that the social costs of !doing business often have 
medium and long term ecohomic consequences. Depleting

I, ' 
natural, or human ,resources destroys and undermines 

, confidence in markets. The world needs sQcially 
responsible business lea~ership t'oday more than ev~r ~ 

, ' 

No matter how much governments and busin~ssesdo 
• !. •

to enco'urag~ soc~al deve1;opment, they cannot ach~eve 
such goals alone, nor sho,uld they be expected to. , 
Citizens, cooperating in 'non~governmental organizations 
like many of those repres1ented here, must also take ' 
initiative and even provi~e the lead. NGO leadership is' 
typica~ly highly motivate~ and energetic in,pursuing a, 
vision of a better "world,i and increasingly governments 

• 
and the private sector ar~ relying on NGOs for'guidance 

f 
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i 

• 
iri making sOdialand-ec~nomicinvestm~nts . 

. , ' 

, . I be;Lieve that it is only :through the responsible 
involvement of all segm~nts of society'-- along with' 
individual citizens -- that women will become full 
partners in society and ldemocracy will be preserved and 
str.engthened. ' 

, 
,'1 , • ' 

Yesterday, I had.th~' honor of laying a wreath at 
the mausoleum of 'Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in Ankara. 
Ataturk's enduring visidn of an .indeperident, '. 

. . I 
prosperous, modern and s,ecular Turkey has enabled ttlis 
nation to overcome obsta'cles and conditions that have 
impeded progress in many: other countries around the 
world. 

iHe, more than almost any other leader in this 
century; understood that! a nation that wiShed to 
control its own destinY.and compete in the world had to' 
invest: 'in its single gre~test resourc'e -- its people~ 
'And he understood.that, women were ,a critical part of 
that 'equation.' . , . 

In 1923, he saidtha~t 'tit is 'scientifically 
improbable and even impossible for a society to 

• 
progress if it does notinarch toward the same goals 

. with all .its men and wom~n." 
.' . I· ." .

Ataturk led Turkey f:arther along the path to 
gender equality than many Muslim and Western nations. 
Thanks to his reforms', women in Turkey have enjoyed, 
significant positions in:governmertt, medicine, the law, 
and the academy. - I 

By insisting :that woken take part in the political 
and social life of the cbuntryand by insisting tha:~' 
girls and women be educated, Ataturk not only improved 
the lives of Turkish womEkn, he improv~d the lot of . 
Turkish families and Turkish society as well. . ' 

, .. I. ' 

Yet I also khow that~ in every couhtry, inclUding 
my own, much remains tel>, be done to protect the: gains 

. I" " 
that have .been made on b~half of women, to improve 
their opportunities as citizens and to strengthen the 
'foundations of democrati9'society. " . 

I 1,1 iteracy amongwom~n' continues .to be an 
impediment to economic p~ogress for an entire nation. 
Pressures caused by population growth 

• 
disproportionately affettwomen, but also significantly 

, . 
" 
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, 

I " 
I 

• affect families, " cOIlunl,milties, health care systems, 
~chools, and gove::m;nent.i And the ongoing abuse; of wc:>men. 
1n and qut of the1r homes -- a tragedy that occurs 1n , 
every socio":'econom1c, cla:ss ih every, c,ountryof the' . 
wox:ld --:- underminesthelstabilityof families and 

inhibits the contributiOns that women can and should be 
. '". ""mak1ng to soc1ety. I 


..... 

The" influence of" women must also beJ felt in th~ 


political arena, both:a~"v6ters and as elected 

•.• ..' ; I".off1c1als 1n government.1 Ha:v,1ng too few women engag~d 


in the political proces~diminishesthe potentIal of 

democracy i~too many cquntr-ies.,I am particularly 

aware of this problem,be'cause,in 'the 'united states,


" • " I ' , " ' women won the r1ght to~ote more .than 75 years ago. Yet 

tens of ,"millions of women fail to exercise that right"

today.', 'I ' , ' 

Ataturk was" ahead of. his time, in 'believing that 
• I"". women were v1tal to the progress of Soc1ety. His vision 


of economic "progress;, human .development, and 

citizenship remains our iVision today. 


Turkey knows, ,as ,Ame:rica kndws, that democracy is 

the best hope for all pepple and'all nations to live 

together peaceably aJ,l,d tp realize the God-:-gi"en 

potential of all men ,and! women ~ ',' 


, 

, If" we,all :take our p1ersonal re'sponsibilities 
seriously, and use ou,r vbices and votes to fulfill our 
hations' economi6 and p6~itical aspirations, we will " 

'create a bet'terworld fo~ all those who follow us, 
whether, they are men" or -Women, boys or girls~ 
Ultimately, that i~ whatl,should motivate political, 
economic, ,and social decisions ,here in Turkey, ,in ' 
America, and around the world. ' 

, I , 
'I •• 

Thank you very much .• 

### 
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