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Thank you. Thank youﬁso much.r Thank you. ' Thank you so
much, Cecil. Thank you Janlce. Thank. you, that wonderful. »
ensemble. Thank you," musicians for your music. Thank you Mayor,

'we did the 1nventory after you left. [laughter] All we want is au
picture of you in that robe with the backwards wrltlng. We want

that for our  archives so. please send me a copy.'

I am so pleased to be back here, both in this c1ty that I
love and in this church. .'I am here tonight because I want to
celebrate the village that Glide is. I want all of you who are
part of that village to know how 81gn1flcant your efforts are.
On Thanksgiving Day the President and I and all of our famlly
were at Camp Dav1d.\ It was one of those nice holiday mornings
where you wake up late and go for a walk and-read the paper. And’
the President read about how many people you had fed here at
Glide. And he picked up the phone and he called Cecil and said,
"I'm giving thanks for Glide, and I want you to know, ‘because
what you do makes a dlfference, not ]ust here, but around the
entlre country."

You know, I've been asked why I wrote this book and why I
titled it as I did. Well, I wrote it because for more than 25
years I have worked on behalf of children and for nearly 16 I
have been a mother. And I have séen so many of the problems that
our children face, but I have also seen the promlse., And I began '
to worry that here in our .country, a country that is built on
optlmlsm ‘and possibility and the future, we were in danger of
giving up on many of our chlldren., We were at risk of saying to

,ourselves,'"There s nothlng we can do. Look who those children

are. Look who there mamas and their daddles are... Look where
they come from." : . : , ‘

I don't thlnk that's somethlng that we can afford to do.
Not only is it wrong, but it's so self-defeating, ‘because every
problem we face in Amerlca has been solved somewhere. Glide is a
place that embraces problems but offers solutions. That works to
give people the hope and the 1ove and the faith that all of us
need. And so, when I come to Glide, I'm coming to thank you, to
say that on behalf of people who may never come in your doors, we
are grateful for your example. i :
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Because every one of our problems has been solved somewhere,
that means we have an obllgatlon to work together to solve them
everywhere. There are many churches in America that could become
Glide churches. [Applause] There are many people who if their
hearts and their minds were opened up would understand that there
is no such thing as just "my child." All these children are our
children. [Applause]. And that for each of us, there is
something we can do. It may be mentoring or tutoring a child. It
may mean serving a meal to; a hungry child. It may mean taklng a
young mother and child to make sure that Chlld gets immunized.

It may mean worklng in a school or chlldren s hospltal or a .
clinic. It may mean just g01ng next door and saying to that .
young single mother who's stretched so thin, "Let me look after
your baby.. You go out for a few hours and get a break from all
this pressure." [Applause]

You know, it doesn't have to be big and earth-changlng to be
important and significant in the life of a child. And it also
doesn't have to be somebody else's child. It is our :
respon51bllity. [Applause]. And there is not a single person,
nor is there any. 1nst1tutlon that could not do more, - starting
today to help parents become better parents, to give them more .
‘economic security, to glve them health securlty, to welcome them
into the schools s6 they become partners in their Chlld'
educatlon. There is so much we can do together.

For too long wve'lve had this false debate in America. 1Is it
the government's responslblllty or is it the family's
responsibility? The message of this book is that it is both and
much more. It is everybody's responsibility. [Applause] And
there are things that only the family can do, and there are
things only the government can do. .But there is much that the
media and business and rellglous 1nst1tutlons and schools and day
care centers and nelghborhoods and pollce offlcers and everybody
else can . do as well [Applause] ‘ : .

Thlnk ‘about what 1t“s llke to. be a parent today. I think

.it's hard. It's always been hard. . But we don't have the
extended famlly, the clan,. the v1llage there to help us like
people did in prior times. I know very well that when I had my
daughter, I read all the books. I really studied this. .I mean
one thing I had been all my life was a student, so I figured if I
really studied, I'd get this thing flgured out. It took, well,
let's see, she was born at 11:30 at night...it took untll about
9:00 the next morning for me to realize that I knew nothing that
I needed’ ‘to know. There I was trying to breast feed my baby,
: whlch I thought should be ‘easy. I'd seen my friends do it. And
I'm }ust looking at her and I'm so excited about this new life in
my arms, All of a sudden lshe starts to foam at the nose. T. o
thought, my- goodness my baby is dying. I started pressing almost
. every buzzer there 1s, the nurses come runnlng around, into my .

‘room. And I will never forget the look ‘on thls one nurses face
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. as she surveyed the 51tuat10n and sa1d ‘calmly to me, "It would

help if you llfted her head up." [Laughter]

- You know, all those years of schooling, all those degrees,
all those things that I had done, nothing had prepared me. I
needed a lot of hands-on help. And I don't know a mother or a
father who does not need hands-on help. Some helping hands there
to say, "Here's how you do it, here's what you need." If we

‘could just in this country: again recognize that for all this talk?

about family values, we doi so little to value famllles and we

~could do so much more. [Applause]

And it's not just the: hands-on instruction inside the home
that makes a difference. 1It's what goes on outside the home. No
family is immune from what goes on behind its walls. There are
those who argue that we sh?uld just be rugged individualists.
Every person and, T guess,, every baby ‘for him or herself. That's.
not the way the world has ever worked. -Children come to us
filled with love and such yearnlng to be cared for. But so many

- parents, as I and my husband do, worry about how we protect our

children from what goes on outside.

Businesses can help b§ recognizing that we have to give

people the dignity of work and a fair wage and give.them an

opportunity to support: themselves and: thelr children.. [Applause]

‘Schools can recognlze...and I v1s1ted one in Los Angeles
today in a very poor community in the San Fernando Valley -- a

" charter school where parents and teachers are working together.

Where parents don't feel l}ke interlopers. Where they're
welcomed into the classroom. Where there's a family center to

“assist- parents in gettlng the serv1ces they need

And the med1a has such a respon51b111ty. If you look at all
the changes that have occurred since I was a little.girl, the
single blggest is the pervasive influence of television on how
our chlldren llve, what they see, and what they th1nk

And government can make a dlfference, as 1t did today when
the President 51gned a blll that requires television manufactures

"to put in what is called the V-chip -- the anti-violence chip so
that parents can. program televisions so their children will not

see what their children should not see or be exposed to.

‘[Applause]

You know, as Cecil sald -my husband - and I were here on a
Mother s Day. And it was one of the greatest Mother's Day

' celebrations I've ever. been part of, except I must confess, I
-missed my daughter because we were- campalgnlng, and it was one of

the few times we had not been together.V
And I thought about that because I tell a. story in- my book
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that to me symbolized what children give to us as well as what we
owe children. You know, we learn a lot if we will only let ‘
children teach us what unconditional love is. What need is.

What vulnerability and dependency on ‘other people means. And
when Chelsea was about four we were in church on a Mother's Day
,and the minister called the children forward for one of those
“Children's Sermons" where ryou never know what's going to happen
and everyone holds their breath - And he' began to ask the
children if. they could give their mothers anythlng for Mother'! s
Day, what would they glve them. And one little girl said "The
most beautiful flowers in the world," and a little boy said "a
dress covered with dlamonds." And my daughter said, "Life
insurance." [Laughter] And so there I was, sitting in the pew,.
in one of those moments where you're kind of wishing you weren't
there and not knowing what: that meant. After the service a life
insurance agent came up and tried to sell me a policy. [Laughter]
So in the car on the way home, I said ‘to her, "Honey, what did
that mean? Why would you want to give me life insurance?" She
gaid, "Mommy, so you could: live forever.“ - You know, that is the
klnd of love that our chlldren can glve us if we invest 1n them.

And because we are here at Glide, I want to say a special
word about the role. of our! religious 1nst1tut10ns. And e
particularly about the need for a spiritual renewal. Not of the
kind we hear about on television these' days, where it seems to
consist of finger p01nt1ng and ‘blame-placing,’ but a real
splrltual renewal that comes from deep within, from the well-
springs of love and faith that we were meant to experlence. And
our religious institutions'have such an opportunlty to help us
with our children. Not only to offer services, not only to reach
out and bring them into church and Sunday School, but by example
to show them what it means to be a loving person of faith in
today's world. . To minister to and care for those who are unlike .
us, who have terrible problems, but who 1n God's. eyes are just as
much worthy of respect as any of us, . :

And so- if one looks at the role of all our 1nst1tut10ns, I
think we have to ask ourselves, what can more religious people do
to make sure that we do glve children the feeling of comfort and
caring and that "life insurance" doesn't come from any human
“being, but from our God. The struggle to live up to spiritual
values is not only an individual one, it is also one that engages
societies, orgahizations, and it has in our country been the
source of much debate and dlscu581on in the last few ‘years.

I was struck some tlme ago by a .comment ‘made by Lee Atwater,
a political strategist credlted w1th the victories of Ronald .
'Reagan and George Bush, but who was' struck with terminal cancer
when he was a relatlvely young man. When he was dylng, he told
.Llfe Maga21ne the follow1ng.¥

“Long,before I was struck withvcanceryi,felt something
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stirring in American soC1ety. It was a sense: among the people of
the country, Republicans and Democrats alike, that somethlng wvas

" missing from their lives, somethlng crucial. I don't know who
will lead us through the nlnetles, but they must be made to speak
- to this sp1r1tua1 vacuun at the heart of Amerlcan society, .this
-tumor of the soul."” 'w i S : :

I cut‘out that passage and put it in a little book of
sayings and scriptures that I've been collecting for a long time.

I think the answer to his questlon, "Who will lead us out of this
splrltual vacuum, " must be all ‘of us. Not just any institution,
not just our government, not even our leaders or our preachers or
our rabbis or anyone in p051t10n of authority alone. Each of us
has a chance to be part of this journey that will again rejoin us
one to the other. : . '

I

We have to be careful as. we do it though not, to permit -
religion to be misused to further political,. personal and even
commercial agendas. [Applause] If religion or spirituality is
employed as an excuse for 1ntolerance, d1v191veness or even
violence, we betray its purpose. The true believer that ,
proclaims that God or the Gospel or the Torah or the Koran favors
a partlcular polltlcal action, and that anyone who opposes that.
action is wrong, is assertlng an absolutist position that permits
no compromlse, that ' permlts no dlscu531on, permlts no democracy.
Religion is about God's truth ‘but none of us- can grasp that
truth absolutely, because of our own imperfections and
llmltatlons. We are' ohly the children of God, ‘not God.
[Applause] And therefore we must not attempt to fit God into
little boxes, claiming that he supports this or that political
- position. It is not only bad theology, it marginalizes God.

. People of faith belong to the larger village, along with every
other 01tlzen, whether they have any faith or not.. But we have
to recognize that the kind'of harmony that should flow among
believers and non-bellevers allke requlres mutual tolerance and
respect. : :

Now, as someone who has met a lot of the great leaders-of
religions around the world, I have been struck in ny - .
conversations with them, that despite their profound dlfferences,
they often speak. from that well-spring of love that affirms life,
that yearns for men and women to open their hearts like children
to God and one-another. Indeed there are many religions that .
say somethlng along the 11nes of what the Bible says, "And a
little child shall lead them.". When we find ourselves growing
impatient, ungrateful or 1ntolerant ‘children can remind us to
appreciate our daily ble551ngs, to practice kindness, even to
love our enemies. And when we pray for and help children, we
help ourselves, and we flnd the energy to bring that help to
" wider and wider circles. ~Prayer, spirituality, religion, they
can protect children from the crueltles and 1nd1fference of the
- world. - ; . :
;" k : :‘5.. )
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In her book of prayer, my friend, Marian Wright Edelman
looks back upon a childhood that was a marvelous mixture of
spiritual joy and exuberant though disciplined’ family and
communal life. She [end of tape]...."we black children we

‘ wrapped up and rocked in a,cradle of faith, song, prayer, ritual

and worship which 1mmunlzed our splrlts agalnst some of the
meanness and unfairness that exists in the world." Immunize our °
Splrlts and 1mmunlze the Splrlts of our chlldren. :

A friend of mine and a frlend of Glide's, Maya Angelou,
writes in her autobloqraphy, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,
about the rape she experienced as a child which: left her mute for
several years. Her life today represents a triumph of spirit -

. that she attributes in part to the deep splrltuallty that she

developed as a traumatized child. And she tells us, of all the
needs a lonely child has, the one that must be satisfied if there
is going to be a hope of wholeness, is the unshaklng need for an
unshakable God ;‘ ,

"There is so much we can-.do to give children that sense of
purpose, that hope for the‘future. It takes a village, and it
takes the churches and synagogues and mosques and religious
institutions in that village to. ‘promote love and harmony, -

. tolerance and respect. But if we build a village worthy of’ our

children,. they will not only be the ones who will prosper, we

’ will .as well. - Thank you very much. [Applause]
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