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Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release March 9, 1996 
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REMARKS BY FIRSTI LADY HILLARY RODRAKCLIRTOB .. . 

ATTRBDTI~HAL ,COUNCIL O:r·JBWISH .~'S 
40TH DTIOHAL COBVBRTIOB 

:DBftOIT, JlICRlGAB' 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much, and it gives me·such an 
enormous personal pleasqre to be here when Nan becomes your 
incoming president. As ;she told you, we'have known one another 
for nc;»w more than 10 years.. I have always felt very close to 
her, 'even though.we hav$ not been able to spend a lot of time 
together, with her living in Southern Florida and-my living
elsewhere. 

• 

But we"va not only :been abl~' to work .together i principally 
on behalf of HIPPIE overt the ye~rs, but she has been 'a very warm 
and supportive friend td me 'personally. Al)d I think it's: 
difficult when you get ~lder, number one, but when you get into 
positions like the. one I, find myse~f in now, ,to make new 'close 
friends it's hard. And I will never forget atone point in the 
past year, when Nan and ~ friend of hers came to see me at the 
Whi~e House just to say they were there as my friends. That 
meant so much to me, .and I think that this organization.is 
extremely lucky to have ~ new leader who follows in the tradition 
of the other extraordina,ry leaders you have had, who understands' 
not only the public issttes that 'we need to confront, but the 
personal needs.that people face. And on behalf of myself ' 

,personally, I want to th~ank you, Nan, arid congratulate you on 
'this new position.' 

'I am also very honoired I cannot imagine any honor :that I. 
have :been'more moved by :-- to receive.this from an organization I 
have so much respect' for. To receive an award that is called the 
Faith and Humanity Award~ is overwhelming, and I want to thank 
you .. But ,I particularly came here today not to thank you for 
this honor, but to join~ith old and new friends in thanking you
for your, leadership on b,ehalf of' faith a'nd humanity. 

The work that you nave done, are doing, and will continue to 
, do makes such a differen:ce in so, m~ny live~', and it could not be 
'done without the persona:l commitment ,qf time, energy, and . 
resources that each of y,ou bring, to it'. :.1 wish all of you could 
have been with me over ,.~pe years as I, watched the HIPPIE ,program 
in Arkansas literally ch:ange,' lives, awaken in mothers what many 
of us took for· qranted-i- that we would have suchan.enormous ' 

• 
impact on our own children, that we would be our child's ffrst 
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teacher. But as a woman told me, "I always knew'I was supposed 
to keep him safe, and f~ed him, "and send' him to school" 'but I 
never knew before HIPPIE I had anything to teach my son." The 
kind of life~changing eXperiences that you have helped to bring 
about, not only with HIPPIE, but with so many of the projects you 
have sponsored, are ones that. I hope you understand the 
significance of. 

There are few organizations in-the world that do as much as 
, the National Council of 'Jewish Women to "brighten the futures of 
children and fainiiies. .Your efforts,on behalf of parents, 
whether through HIPPIE or your Day of the Working Parent events 
that Susan mentioned, or the exciting new Parents as School 
Partners project, that yqu have ,'undertaken recently reflect your 
faith in our common hum~nity and our" ability ,to move forward 
together as a society, not just in our own country, but around 
the globe into the new ~illennium. 

, Your original mottq" "Faith and Humanity," 
, 

certainly 
, 

is 
,timely today,. Today our; faith' in :our world and in each other has 
been ,put to the test. ~urability ,to feel that we are part of a 
coIl1llion humanity is often under attack ',by those who would ,attempt 
to'divide us~ !' 

We know as we meet ;here. ,in Detroit that across an ocean ~ t~e 
people of Israel are respqnd1ng to unspeakable acts of terror. 
When young men ar'e willi,ng to strap bombs to their bodies and to 
sow destruction that kil;ls innocent children and people on the 
streets of Tel Aviv and 'Jerusalem, ,we can only shake our heads 
and feel'the pain in ou~ hearts. Logic does not apply, reason 
cannot explain,' and our iOwn faith in humanity is tested. Which 
requires us all to dig deep within our hearts and souls to 
understand why such hatred and'violence is happening and what we 
can 'do individually ,and bollectively to stand against it and stop
it. ' 

In the past week, the President has made it clear that the 
united states will stand behind Israel through good times and 
bad. As Americans, we must do everything we can to help ease the 
grief of the Israeli people and to permit peace to take hold in 
the Middle East. Just a' few days ago, the, President ,attended the 
memorial service at the IIsraeli Embassy in Washington. I want to 
'repeat part of what he s;a.idbecause it is a. message not only for 
that very sad occasion, but'for us as we move into the future. ' 
He, said, "Our faith may ~be shaken, but we must persevere~ 'These 

, fanatical acts are 'aimed:, not just at killing innocent people, 
but at killing the promfse of peace. ", We must not allow these 
forces of hate to deraili our historic joprney. The be~t way to 
defeat them is to bolster, the peace they fear~" 

,The President hasp;ledged to the Prime Minister that the 
united states will work ~ith Isra~l ~nd our friends in the Middle 
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, East to stop the killing" to bring, the criminals to justice, and' 

to permit the peace proc'ess to continue. Earlier this week, he 

, announced the transfer ,t'o Israel of sophisticated equipment for, 
, detecting explosives" he! dispatched Americim specialists in 

.' ! • •. • 'counterterrorl.'sm;, and provl.ded other technl.cal ,assl.stance to help 
Israel root ou1:- violence~ 'and "~'o find tl:le perpetrators.i 

,,' " 

This coming week~ the'president wiil'travel to Egypt to take, 
part in an anti-terrorism summit hosted by President Mubarak • .' As 
King Hussein of Jordan said when he met with the President in the, 
White House on Thursday,: the latest terrorist bombings are the 
work of, and I quote, "a, small'groupagainst an overwhelming 
majority in our r:~gion wpo are se~king peace.'" 

I think that the cl:l~llengewe'face in 'the Middle East is' 
certainly 'an 'extreme ,and! horrific example of what w~ face 'in 

, other' parts of the world; today. When I went' to 'Northern Ireland, 
, I met withProtestants 'a~d datholics~ who are' attEHnpting' ,to bridge 
the differences betweeri ~hem to find, thEdr, common ,humanity. ,I 
had 'an extraordinary meeting with a 'group of women who themselves

I ' '. . ' , 

• 

had lost' husbands and l:;>rpthers-- a group that was led by a 
remarkable woman named, Joyce McCartan who had seen her'17-year-:' 
'old son killed before her very eyes.' These' women knew the ,wages 
of hatred and violence a~d were determined to stand, against that' 
small group in their society wllo want to change the 'course of 
history by sowing hatred instead of workingwith'eachother to 
create a better future,. 'We see the same thing at work in the 
former Yugoslavia, where! people are tired of the killing,' tired 

, of the ethnic viole,nce ardllatred, ~nd struggling ag,ain~t, great
odds to find their commo~humanity. ' , ' ' 

Despite these examples of violence that occur that still 
bring such terror toinn?cent, people~we are seeing signs of 
progress as well. About, 10 days ago, I met with a,'group of 

,Israeli and Pa:lestinian teenagers at the White House. ,They were 
traveling through the Un~ted states -- sponsored by Peace Now as 
part of the Israeli-Pale~tinian you~h dialogue program -- and 
each of them told me what had drawn them to the peace movement 
and what their hopes werJa. It was impossible not:. to be mov~d'by 

,their courage and not toifeel"in 'some ways' their young wisdom 
because, they 'knew what W9uld ma)ce for the best possible futur,e 
for themselves·. !", ' ' 

" "i
One 16-year-old Isr~eli boy talked about the devastation he 

felt after the assassination of Prime Minister Rabin. And ,yet he 
said after that tragedy, he felt ,a new resolve to work ,for "peace.' 
He told me, "I think ~t is the only way of living that is really 
worth fighting for." , A young Palestinia'n boy 'talked about the 
fear he felt during the ;rntifadaand the pain he' endured when a 
classmat,e was killed' in ,that violence. His own hopes were that 

'his people, too." would understand' how important dialogue and 

" , 

• 

negotiat:.~onswe~e for p~9gre.s~for "both Israelis and ' 
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Palestinians. He said, '~'MY ,main concept is blood brings more 
blood." 

i'

If you, look in the faces of young people 'from Belfast to 
Sarajevo to Jerusalem tolTel'Aviv and Gaza, you can see what our 
challenge is, but also what our -hope has to be. ,These young 
people ar~ showing great I faith in themselves by, stand~ng,upfor 
peace. They are standing against the siren songs of easy answers 
of how violence solves problems and taking their stand instead in 
favor,of the long, slow,l and sometimes discouraging work' of 
bringing peace and reasserting a positive 'future. 

Speaking ,to all of you, I am reminded how much you'have 
invested in the American i,fa~ily an~ in our globa:I. family. HIPPIE 
'is not,only in Israel an<;l the United States, it's in other 
countries as well. Your'example and your work serves to inspire 
people who are inclined ~~metimes to 'give up on the brighter 
future that you're determ1ned to help create. . , 	 . . 

• I' • .' i. ,,'
You also rem1nd me that we are part' of a village, today, 

maybe more than we have since we used to live in small places
, ' , "I' ' 	 , ,

that, were physical villages. ' We know none of us can meet ,the 
challenges of today's world alon~. Certainly young Israelis and 

• • ! 	 . 

• 
Palest'1n1ans need each other t:o work, for peace. ;, Young moth~rs in 
America need the help that is provided through programs like ' 
HIPPIE, so that they feel ,they're not alone and they learn what 
they can do to' be ,be-eter'parents • 

, When' i think about" c?ll of the ,challenges we confront in 
America, I,am not pessimistic, I am not fearful, and ,I am not 
negative. I'm, ,in fact, ,quite optimistic and hopeful. Does this 

"mean I think it' will be~asy for us even,' in 'this, inost stable and 
pluralistic and certairily relatively tolerant of countries'to 
meet our challenges? NO,:' !', don't. I think we are living in a 
time of insecurity and transitionwhen,as we work our way 

, 	 thro';1gh, we will see manx ~xamples ~f,people,who.would rat~er 
deral.l progress than, contfr1bute to l.t. But.! th1nk that h1story 
is on our side. I belie~e that the opportunities we have now to 
work together in pursuit ,jof our.,common humanity far outweigh the 
difficulties we are confronted, with. ' 

It not 'only takes' a [village to rais~ a, child and to: 'give 
that child hope in his or her future. It takes a village to come 
together to stand ~gainst violence, intolerance, ahdhatred and 
bigotry. , 'It 't:akes peopl~ joining hands 'and hearts, even whell, 
they disagree ,with one artother,' but putting, those disagreements 
into a properperspectiv~, minimizing them in order to make 
progress. 

.. " , 

,Much of what you ,do 
I

by reaching out to those in need is to 

'. 
search for the integrity: ;of what it means to be a human being, 
today, and particula:rly t,o a woman in today's world. The work 
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you have done is an example of what happens when women "join 
together 'and make their voices heard, particularly on behalf of 
those who would otherwise remain voiceless. 

Each of you", as you Lknow, has ast,ake.· in what kind of 
country and world we build. I believe that in the days and 
months ahead when we areicC)nfrontedwith new and unpredictable 

.' 

challenges at home and abroad, in times that are risky and pose 
dangers to our hopes, that we can look to many of the things NCJW 
has done and to the organization i tS,elf as an example of a 
positive vision, of a .village, if· you will., at work. . 

. I . 

• I. ' , " 
Our ent1re human fa~1ly depends upon all of U$ to help 

secure a lasting peace with security in the Middle East, but so 
does our entire ,human family. If we look at our'country today, 
we can see two stark, vie*s of ,the future.: 

One whichw~nts mor~ and more of' us to basically ,make it on 
our own, 't;o withdraw help for education and health care from all 
of us, but with particul~r impact. on the mos't; vulnerable among 
us.A. view of the world; in \which s'ecurity is only what you can 

,make for yourself,' with very little·'of thes,ense of obligation 
that knits us together as a so~iety. I've heard it described 
this point of view really believes that people are a cr9wd, nota 
community. 

." 
 The opposing view ,to that is that we owe' each other more 

than that. That we:owe ,ach othe,r respect, that we o~e each' 

other a .helping hand whel) that hand is needed. That, yes, we 

intend for peop,"e to be responsible ·for themselv~s, but we have a 
little different, and I would argue. broad~r, .view of what, life 
brings' to all of· us. Ther.e but for the grace of God go many of, 
us. We've all h~dfriends who fallon hard times through no 
fault of their own. We look at the statistics and we see that 

I. ", •
the poorest group of people 1n our country now are our ch1ldren. 
We. look at the income of 'our elderly and we seE! that the median 
income for the majoritY.,?f women over the, age, of 65 in America is 
$9,000 or less. 'We see people not as statistics, but as 
individuals with their 0¥n particular need~ and w~nts. 

And so I hope that as we work to achieve what faith and 
humanity means to N~JW, we do so in our own lives and the lives 
of our broader communities. Every single day; our entire human 
family will be' affe'cting :how .my daughter lives in the future. 
There is no place to hide in the global village. We are knit 

. together. now in ways'thatf,·through communications and 
transportation and all o~, the other technological developments 
that have occurredmake~hathapp,ens elsewhere directly' affect. 
what 'happens ,here at.hom«7' 

I don't think we have any choice as to which side of the 
vision we .choose if we w~nt to live in a society.that honors'the 

•~ 
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.values that you stand fO,r., That for what you have done t am 


'. 	personally grateful, bU~,more than that. I 't:bink y~ur standing 
up for what makes . a diff,erence in children's, and families' lives 
is in a dir'ect way standij.ng up/for ,the kind of society.we ali '" 
want to live in. So, on b,ehalf of the President and manyotliers 

. who ar.e 'gratefui for ·you~. work, I say thank you. But I also ask 
you now, when we know iti.wlll be difficult, redouble your efforts 
to remai~ committed to the vision you hold and what kind of 
society you want to leav~, to our chlldren. 

I ' 

Thank you very muchl. ': 
, : 

III 
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