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MRS. CLINTON:'Thank you so much. I' am just deligbted to be 
here. I' want you to know just how much iappreciated that 
introduction, ,but I want your board to ,know bow much all,of, us 
,apprecia:t~ Joan'srepre~entation 'of, you.:She has done an ' , 
excellent job of conveyilng,the positions', of the PTA, the concerns 

• ~ .• t _ " '. <~that parents a~d teache:tjs have, ,to the Presl.dent and everyone
else. ' , 

:: 
I think that the PTA's leadership and'dedication to issues 

on behalf of children has, always 'been,i,mportant, l;>\lt it's perhaps 
,even more impor,tan:t now ,!-~ more than'at any poirit in your' 
history. I believe that'ibecause' we have many forces at, work, not 
only in our country but ;around the world, ,many of which are very 
positive, 'many of which :really do open up possibilities for 
countless numbers" of people ~ We are learning so much about the 
way, the human brain dev~lops', that it will 9iva, us ,so' many more 
good ideas about' how to 'Ihelp children anci how to, teach, , 
effectively at home and !in the schools. But at the same time that 
so many good things are happening, we would be foolish indeed if 
we did not recognize ,that there are many challenges, many risks' 
and many difficulties as well in the world that we face and that 
t;>ur children. are being. ~rought up in." And so a kind of commitment 
to partnershl.p" ,to, takl.l'l;g stands 011 behalf of parents and, 
children and education ~hat the PTA has'longbeen'known for is 
especially critical'today. I can think of many examples, but I 
will only mention a few. ' , 

, On'behalf of the Pz;esident and the Administration, I will 

begin by applauding you :for' 'your <leadership in the effort to 

combat teen~agesmoking.I,The PTA has helped the Depar~ment of 

Health and Human Services promote the "stop the Sale" program 

against tobacco s~oking .targeted at children. And' your 

partnership in the new National Center for Tobacco-Free Kids 

makes you' an indispensalhe ally in what the President is 

attempting to do. I, thitik that 'this battle against tobacco is 

especially important beqause we know that 3,000 children a day 

pick up the habit of smqkinq. We know that children have been 

targeted. In my book, w~ich I've referred to, I talk about the 
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ev,idence ~- overwhelming: evidence we have 'about how. the 
tobacco companies have turned their marketing influences on our, 
children. And I think it; t¢lls,ussomethillg that is important to 
know. 

There is always Cl t~~sion'"in' our society between those 'who 
have the, right to advocate and sell their products in our free 
market .system and the rest of us who, both individually and . 
tOgether, sometimes have; to protect ourselves and particularly 
our children against perra~n products and against the consumer­
culture emphasis of thos~ products. And there is.~o,clearer. , 
example of this than smoking. And I thank you on, behalf not only 

·of the President, but onibehalf of my daughter and her friends 
and all of 'our cllildren ~oday. This w~ll 'not be easily done~· 

, , j, • , 

Joan and I ,were talking before when .we came in about the 
conference yesterday that the President hosted on youth and 
violence. And that was p~rticularly' focused on illegal drug 
usage, and we know that that was a, great challenge to, us.... But 
tobacco smoking we :a'lso know is a gateway experience for other 
destructive experiences~uch as illegal drug usage. So by , 
focusing on the tobacco industry's efforts' to entice children to 
smoke weare ,also sayingjdon't,use our children for other kinds 
of dangerous,activities Cis well~ 

, ,I , 
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'As some of you I'm sure know~the Pres1dent 
• 

and the,V1ce 
President held a closed-400r meeting ~ith exec:utives from the 
entertainment industry. ,All rietwo~ks were represented, all ~he 
cable stations, "all the major movie studios,:, to discuss with the 
industry'their willingness to create '8 'Volunta:ry, rating system.' 
This would never had happened if the telecommunications bill had' 
not included the V-chip. !And f<;>r many, many years ,the PTA, and 
now a lot of other indiv,tduals and groups, have been rai,:Jing the 
alarm about the content cif television. Andma~y of us have ,tried 
.' . . I, ." ..1n our own homes to cont.r;ol' what our ch1ldren'see, but '!7e know 
that .~hat is often only ,half the battle~, ~eca'9seeven for my 
friends who are part-tim~ homemakers, they don't watch their. ' 
children 24 hours a dCiY. :They, don't follow their children to 
t:heir friendls 'homes. Th~y knowth.at their ch;ildren are being 
exposed to things that they 'wish that they were not. So it's a 
constant effort on the p~rt of parents to reassert authority in ' 
our own homes. And to st1ck behind the entertainment industry to 
move, toward vo+untary ratlings'combined with' the V-chip will give 
parents an'enormous tool :that we don't now have. 

, .1, . 
. Even before the V-ch;1P can, be put into television sets, 

Wh1Ch won't start for about two years, the ratings system" which' 
is supposed to be availab1le as of next January or earlier, will 
give parents more informa:~ion than they've had up until now. We 
won't have the, converiienc~of the' V-chip, :but at lea'st we can try 
to exercise more vigilanc~ because of that. \' 
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After the qlosed-door meet,ing and the· press announcement by 
the President, the next ~ay,the'President and the Vice Presiden~_ 
and·Tipper Gore.and I me~ with some. PTA m~rs and some children 
and some experts to talk, about how we would actually·implement 

,this V-chip ,and ratings system in our homes'. It was a great 
discussion because many parents have been reading yourmedja 
'guides, have been havingimeetings about this. Some of the active 
chapters that have made' ~ real outreach effort·, not only through 
PTA meetings but throughjcommurlity,and neighborhood me~t:J.ngs as 
well, were able to describe what has been done up until now. 
,think that when we had t~e conversa~ioni one of the most telling 
comments that was made w~smade by a young boy, 10 years old, who 
came to this event with his parents; anq he,was very upset

I .... .
because he's worried about. younger children~ And, you know, he 
knows what he's supposed to watch and wha~ he's not supposed toI 

watch.• And he knows it'sinot real, but it's these little kids, 
and I quote, "Just pretend ~ey are Mighty Morphin Power 'Rangers 
., , . I '... .' '.or the X-Men and then they'll Just go around pretend1ng they're 
killing each other or suehthings.and think nothing ·of it." And I 

. t·· • ' thought that was pretty ~stute observat10n, even though he was, 
talking about those litt+epeople"four andf~ve years of age. 
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But at that same meeting there was 'a very impressive 

statement by Dr. Robert Phillips of the' American Psychiatric 
Association, .who explained, and it wasn't so much for the Gores 
or my husband and me bec~use we, already believe this"but it was 
in part to convey this tb the media that was covering the event ­
- th,at children are like ~little VCR's, they see something once 
and then they repeat it ~nd they repeat it over and over and over 
again., I don't think there is any doubt any longer', and I go on 
at some length in my book.to'try to make this point so it could' 
be more popularly available to people. All the studies that, have 
been done, theY"ve all cdncluded the same thing -- that' violence 
does desensitize our 'children, the repetitiveness' of,it, the 
unreality of it. . I . 

, . ,, 

And in addition we are, now getting research that the kind of 
presentation ,of family life on television, the dysfunctionality 
in the comedy series, in lthe talk shows 'is also undermining 
children's sense of what ;a family should be. So there isn't, I 
think, any 'room' for arguD\ent .about the way' the qontent of .. . \. .telev1s10n' affects our cb1ldren. 

I ' 

I also, though, wou~d like to add a word that I believe the 
process of t:elevision '"Wat~hing is also damaging to our chi,ldren. 
We now know that t.elevisi:on watching is ,a much more passive
activity thai)' reading, for example. You' burn more calories when 
you read. I'm thinking abbut a new, campaign. You know, "lose " . 
weight by reading." There! might be something in that.', And so we 
know that the passivity of it has affected children.' . 
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We also know that the instant gratification that it conveys 
undermines chil~ren' s wi!llingness to stick to hard t'asks and to 
try to learn the things ~hat don't come easily because you can 
just hit the remote 'control when you're watching television. 'And 
many of my friends who ape teachers tell me they feel like 
they're clicked off. all ~he time because a lot of learning is 
simply hard, boring, repetitive work. And our children have got ' 
to, once again, understahd that schoolwork is their work ,and that 
.it's not television that'should consume most of their hours. So I 
hope that the progress that yoti have made in raising these issues 
gives you a lot of 'satisfaction, because I'm convinced that we 
would not be able to point to the success of the V-chip and this 
ratings syst~, we, would: not have launched this campaign'against 
tobacco's influence on oOrchildren if it had not been for the ' 
work that you have done in so many of your efforts, both locally, 
at the state leyei and nationally.' , 
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Having said that, there 1S still a lot ahead of 'us' to do., 
certainly the work you'v~ done on' the critical media viewing 
project has got ,to be sp*ead more widely, and I urge you to 'do 
all that you canto reac~ as many',parents as possible. Too many 
parents still don't know'what you know about how best to watch 
television together as a!faDiily. Too many,parents'still don't 
know what so many of youiknew and did with your own children and 
which you advocate -- ,thEf kind of talkin,g to children and reading 
to children that helped l1reparechildren for school -- thing~, , 
that cannot be done if the television set is on form seven to 11 
hours on average in the family home. So the'more we can reach out 
in a helpful way to help iparents be the best mothers and fathers ' 
they can be, the more likely we are to strengthen families and to 
help our children become :resilieht, productive young people. 

So on mybehalf,an~ 
, 

certainly for the President,and all who 
care about these issues, 'I want to thank you for your leadership. 
I'want to, thank you for your support on 'behalf of these important 
issues and I also 'want to ask you to stay as committed as you 
are, because I think we',r;e- finally getting an audience again. I 
don't know that-we had one for awhile there. People were not . 
listening. But the PTA is! growing again in many areas of the 

,country. Parents are once: again uriderstanding what their primary 
obligations are. Schools ~re'opening thems~lv~s more readily to 
parental involvement. So [ see the convergence of a lot of good
things that are coming to!' pass,' and we just have to make sure 
that ,they continue and grpw and give more and more parents and 
teachers ,the tools they n~ed to make life better -' for our' 
children. Thank you very much. 
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