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1 'P ROC BE DIN G S 

2 
I 

3 THE FIRB~ LADY; Thank you very much, 

4 Ardath, and'thank all of you for 98thering to 
I 

5 discuss this veFY important issue. ' 

6 I particularly want to thank Prevention 

7 Mav.mine for this survey. I avidly read last 

8 year's survey ~d am greatly appreciat1~e that 
I 

9 you have cont1n~ed this' annual survey because i'ts 

10 message i8 one that will take repetition, but it 

11 i8 a message tllti}t any of us can hearv,and act on. 

12 As Prevention 8ay., y~u can do it. 
;.:. 

13 And lam :a180 very grateful that the 
, . 

14 American Academy of Pediatrice is once avain a 

15 partner in publip education effort. that attempt 

16 to draw attent1o~ on the part of parents and 

17 teachers and everyone who works with and has 
I , 

18 children, to do what they can do in their own 

19 bomes and in their work places and in anywhere 
I 

20 that children gather to make l1fe safer for all 
, , 

21 of our children. 


22 Today, aewe all know, a great 4ebate i8 


I 
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taking place tijat will affect the future. of all 

2 

1 

of us and part~cul.rlyof our children. It i. a 

3 , debate filled with atatistics and policy 

'4 statements and budget number., but behind the 
I 

5 charts and graphs.and, position papers, it 1. 

6 really a debate: about our core value. as 

7 Americans, about 
, 

what we believe in, how we 
I 

8 define ourselve~ as people and how we envi8ion 

9 our future. 

10 Througho¥t our history Americans have 

11 thoucaht of oursel.-.s .s an American ,famll)" ·a 

1'2 family whose gr~ate8t priority, both in our own:. 
I 

1'3 homea and in out communities, was our children; a 

14 family commltte~ 
I 

to helping the most vulnerable 

15 among us, 80 th~t they, in turn, could help 

16 themeelves. 

17 As beric,ana we have always pr:Lded 

18 ouraelves on our'coapaa8ion and on the high 

19 expectations and t aaplratlona w. hold for our 

20 children and ourselves as a people. 

21 For d.cad~s thi8 has beeD the American 

22 way, to p~tpeopl., e.pecially children, first. 
, I 
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1 And because we have adhered to that American way, 

2 the American dr~am has stayed alive for 
1 

3 generation after generation and our country has 
. ' 

'.' . I 

4 remained the strongest on earth. 
. I 	 , 

5 But today we seem to be losing our sense 

6 of ourselves as'anAmerican family. We are 

7 allowing ourselves to be torn ~part, divided, put 

a in competi~ion ~ith each other over the resou~ces 

9. in our' land. 

10 As the ttaditional underpinnings of our 

11 larger American ,family are undermined, indiv'idual 

.• 12 families are being jeopardized. Most parents in 

I 13 ~erica are worklngas hard as theY' can to be 

14 good parents. T~ey may need more information, as 
l'

15 we have heard, about the survey, 80 that they 

16 understand exactiy what needs to be done, but 

17 they are getting!up every day working as hard as 

18 . they know how, tq provide for themselves and 

19 the:i.r children. 

. 20 	 I have me~ with working mothers and 

21 fathers over the :laet many months. And I know 
I22 the sacrifices they are making to put food on the 
I 

Bossard ~s8ociates,' Inc. (202) 842"3300 
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5 

1 table, pay the'mort~a9. or rent, cover the 

medical billa and instill an ethic of work and 2 
~ 

respon8:1.bility.in their children. 

4 Of.cour~e, parent. do and should bear the 

5 primary respona:ibility for their own children, 

6 bu~ parents know that the care, the nurturing, 

7 the love and di~cipl1ne that every child needs 

8 cannot be del i.viared in a vacuum. W. are al ~ 

9 affected by what goes on around us. 

10 As the N~t1onal Council of Catholic 

11 Bishop. aaid in a pastoral letter in 1991 

3 

, 
1'2 entitl'ed Putting Children Firat: "We know that no· 

I 

13 government can iove a child and no pollcy can 
I 

14 . substitute for ~ family'S care, but the poliCies 

15 that our natioD!haa can e1ther support or 

16 undermine taJ\\il~e. a8 they.cope with the moral, 

17. 80cia1 and econ~m1c streBsea of carinCCf for 

18 .children." 

19 The rea.o~, for example, that our children 

20 do fairly well i~ terms of seeing their doctors 

21 and dentista is becau.e we have support, both 

22 through private insurance that i.e partly 

Bossard Associ.tea, Inc. (202) 842-330() 
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1 employ~r-paid, :acd through publicineurance, 80 

2 we know that there is a relationship between what 

3 families teelt;hey are able to do fot' their 

4 Children and w~ether or not they actually can do 

5, it. 

6 So let'.:no.t fool ourselv••• National 

7 policies, wheth~r they are about eClucation, 

e . heaith care, work, welfare or anything else are 
, . - I 

9 mirrored every ~ay in the lives and experiences 

10 Of our ehildr.n~ 
I 

11 And all of us, through our local, .tate 
I 

12 and national governments pl-ay ., rola ~ . It makes a 

13 differenee whether or not there ia a helmet law. 
i 
I• 
I 

14 Theae th1n98 do matter 'in the lives of children. 

·15 Unfortunately today, the social safety net 

16 known 88 Medica1~ is being dismantled at a 

17 break-neck pace.' It 1s being dismantled with 

18 verY,11ttl4!d1I!1c?ss1on and 'no real dialogue. 

19 Deci8ioD8 are being made in haste, not only about 

20· whopa,. for health care 1n America but about who 

21· gets health care i and . who doeln It. 

22 We ara all for balancing the budget, and 

I 
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we are all for:givlng states and cities greater 


flexibility to administer programs, but as the 

. . 

President has ~aid many times, there is a right 
I. 

way and a wrong way to get our economic house in 

order. 

The wro~g way is.to cut health care 

. coverage for mi:llions of children; disabled 

citizens, and the poorest of older Americans, all 
I 

. i 
to financ~ a '2~5 billion tax cut for the 

wealthiest families in our country. 

Medicaid: 18 the primary health coverage 

for nearly, a quarter of all children in America,
I 

and one-tbird of all children under three. More 
I 

than half of these children live in families with. 

working p~rent., parents who are not receiving 
. i

welfare checks •. 

Medicaid,i8the primary source of health 

coverage for mi~lion8 of children who are 

disabled or who.uffer from chronic illnesses.' 

Supposa that child that we think should be in the 

seat belt or th. 
I 

safety seat i8 for whatever 

reason not buckled in well enough? ACCidents 

(202) 842-3300 
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happen. By d.e~init1on, they ere not 

predictable. ' 

So we have many children who, as the 
. I 

result of accidents that perhaps could have been 
. I 

I 
prevented, but 'for whatever reason were not, find 

themselves wit.h~ 8eriou8in~urie8 that require 

many, many dayal, weeke and months of medical 

treatment and r(8habilitation.
, 
I' • 

Medicaid: 18 the primary source of health 
,1' coverage for ni~e out of ten children with HIV 

and AIDS, children 
. 

who through no 
,I 

behavior or 

action of their;own have acquired these 
, 
d~fficUltj very,tragic

I'
111ne8sea. 

Medicaid!!B the pr1m~ry source of prenatal 

and maternal ha.lth care for low-income pregnant, 

women. Medicaid
I 

1s an important aouree,of 
I 

coverage for ol~er Americana living in extreme 

poverty or with :aerioua disabilities and i. the 

largest insurer lor over two~third. of tho•• 
. I '. .' 

older Americana currently in nur.inc; hom••• 

Medicaid 18 a life-line, literally, for 

millions of children and famili•• in Amer1ca. 
I 
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Ripping out th:i.a life-line, ripping up this1 
I 

8afety net ia not the American way. It i8 not2 
I 

the American wmy to deny infants the shota they3 
I 

I 

4 need to atay healthy. It is not the Alheriean way
I 

I . 
5 to deny treatm~nt to children who are di.abled or 

6 desperately ill. 
. I . 

7 .It is not tbe,American way to punish
l 
I 

8 hard-working parente whose fami11.8' health 

9 coverage di.app~arswh.n a job changes or is 

10 loet. It is nOF the American way to make the 

11 oldest among us! give up their pose.asiona and 

12 live a life of ~overty to pay for a IpOUS.'s 

13 nursing home cate. 
,• 
I 

14 Cutting ,182 billion from the Medicaid , , 

15 . program will fo~ce families to make grim choices, 

16 choic•• between~healtb care for their children or 
I 

,17 nursing homes, choice. between education and 

18 vaccinations, between tood and prescription 

19 drugs, between ~uying that ear .eat or that 
. i

20 helmet and putt~n; that moneyaaide to meet wbat 

21 1. coneidered anac•••ity. 


22 A8 this d;abate continue. in the weeka and 

, 
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1. months ahead, ~ bope that policymakera, wherever 

2 they are, begin: to think abOu.t these i ••ues not 
I 

'3 as partisans but as parents. I hope they will 

4 not get so wrapped up in statistics and pollcy 

5 papers and .oun~ bite. that they forget the most 

6 basic concern of all: The wellwbeing of 
1 

7 America's child~en. 
I 

I 
8 We know bow we feel when one of our own ~ 

I 

'. 
9 BonB or daughtefs ie sick. Nothing elae in the 

10 world matter,s to us. Will be get better? Will 

11 he be okay? Ia ' th18 ill passing flu or something 

12 more 8erious' We want &nswers and we want cures 
, I f13 and we want them aat. 

I 

i 
'14 As parent. we use our Wi8dom and knowledge 

15 to plan ahead fqr the health of our children to 

16 make Bure they ~.t what they need, but suddenly 

17 when 1t come. to legislating and making policy, 

18 parenta turn 1n~o partisans and good parental 

19 instincts retreat. 
. ; 

I

20 Would we .ver, asparenta, eay that only. , , 

21 one of our four 
, 

~hildr.n could go to the doctor 

22 or get a vaccination or have a hearing te.t? Of 

Bossard Associ~tea, Inc. (202) 842 ..3300 
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1 course not. 


2 
 Would w. ever, a. parenta, say W8 have to 

3 cut back on.the necesaary medical care for our 

·4 children to pay: to keep our older relative in a 
010 

5 nursing homa? ~ould we ever a8 parents say that 

6 a child of our bwn with spina bifida or cerebral 
. I 0 

7 pally no longer~' des•.rve. treatment or' care? Of 

8 course not. 

9, We would! make thesacr1fices.We would 

• 
10 keep driving th~ old car. We wouldn't take that 

11 vacation we .looked forward to. We wouldn't put 

12 the new aiding 9n the house. We would aconomiae 
j 

13 by clipping coupon.. We would do whatever we 
, I 

14 . possibly could.' .Arid yat today we are makin9, ' 
, I 

15 decisions to i~ore what iacommon senae in the 
o ! 

16 lives of most of' '. us.
" I 

1 " 
17 In a precripitoU8 and even reckle.. attempt 

I . 
18 to m~et fixed budget targets, we are now a•• 

ii '0 ' 

19 8oc1etyon the brink 
0 

of 401ng things we would 
I • 

1 0 

' 

20 never do 81 parents. Weare ratchettingback 
, I 

21 medical care fO~ our children. We are violatin9 

22 our most eacred'duty aa parenta and a8 citizens. 

Bossard Ai80C~.t•• , Inc. (202) 842-3300 , . 
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How can:we legislate what we would not 

approve as parents? How can .the restrictions o~ 
I 

medical care for our children become the public 

policy of our nation? It i8 one thing to tell 
I 

already very h~rd-work1n9 parents, worried about 

down-sizin~ and layoffs,. having to worx longer 

hours just to keep up, having both parents
. , 

working longer hours, that they have to do more I 

to prevent ill~ess and injury, which they will 

when they hear ;the word from Prevention and 

pediatricians, 'do the best they can, but at the 
I , 

eame time to ea,: But weare beginning to shut 
I 

the doors to t~ose of you who cannot afford to 

walk through th~ for the medical care your
I 

; /1
children will need. 

, I 
I

Our chil~ren deserve better than that. We 
I 

should do all w~ canto prevent any harm to 

them. As the A?ademy says, solutions before 

problems. 

And when problems come, we should do 

everything we can toeaS8 the pain and solve that 
I 

problem 88 quic~lY as possible. That's what good 

BOBsard Associatas, Inc. (202) 842-3300 
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parente do and that's what a good country ahou1e! 

do as well. 

Thank yc;,u very much .. 

. J 

I
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