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| THE FIRST LADY: Thank you very much,
Ardath, and thank all of you for gathering to
discuss this ve?y 1mportaht iseué.*v '
1 particularly want to thank Prevention
Magaﬁine fﬁr this survey. I avidly read last
year's survey and am greatly appreciative that

you have continued this annual survey because its

message is one that will take repetition, but it

is a message that any‘of us can hear and act on,
As Prevention says, you can do it. | .

And I am also very grateful tha£ the
American Academy of Pediatrice is once again a
partner in puhliF education efforts that attempt
to draw attention on the part of parents and
teachers and everyone who works with and has
children, to do what they can do in their own
homes and in their work places and in anywhere

'that children gaéher to make life safer for all

of our children,

Today, as wa all know, a great dobate is
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1 taking plaée that will affect the futures of all
~2 of us and particularly of our children, It is a
3 .debate‘fillad Qith statistice and policy
4 stgt#mants and budget numbers, but behind the
5 chgfts and graths,and position papers, it is
6 really a debate about our core values as
7 Amaric&ns, abouf what we believe in, how we
8 define ourselvom as people and how we envision
9 our future. -
10 Throughoﬁt our history Americaﬂa have
11  thought of ourselves as an American family, a
12  family whose gréatest priority, both in our own
13 homes and in our communities, was our children; a
14 :‘family committaé tovhelping the most vulnerable
15 among us, 8o that they, in turn, could halp
16 themselves. o o
17 As Americans we héva always prided
18 ourselves on our compassion and on the high
19 expectations and:aapirations wé hold for our
20 children and ouraelvea as a peopla.
21 ~ For decades this has been the American
22

}vway,.to pqt'peop}a, especially children, first.
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1 And because we have adhered to that Ameriéan.way,
2 the American dream has stayed alive for
3 generation after generation and our country has
4 remained the_st%Ongest on aa:th;
5 But today we seem to be lbsing our gense
6 of ourselves as an American family. We are
7 aliowing ourséléaa to be torn apart, divided, put
"8 in competition Qith egch other over the resources
9 in ouf‘iana. , |
10 As the traditional underpinnings of our
11 larger American family are undermined, individual
12 families are béiﬁg jeopardized.& Most parents in
13  America are working as hard as they can to be
14 ‘ good parents. They:may need more information, as
15 we have heard, about the survey, so that they
16 understand exactly what needs to be done, but
17 they are getting up every day working as hard as
18 they know how, té providé fo: themsalveg and
19  their children. "
- 20 I have met with working mothers and
21 = fathers over theflapt many honths‘ And I know

- N
N

the sacrifices th@y are making to put food on the
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1 tabla, pay»thé 'mortgage or rent, cover the
2 medical bills and instill an ethic of work and
3 responsibility in their childran.
4 Ofvcourqe, parents do and should bear the
5 primary résponﬁibility for their own children,
6 Dbut parehtﬁ know that the care, the nurturing,
7 the love and diicipliua that ever& child needs
8 cannot be delivéred in a vacuum., We are all
9 affected by what goes on around us.
10 As the Nétional Council of Catholic
11 Bishops said in a pastoral lettor in 1991
12 entitled Putting Children FirBt"°W0 know that no
13 = government can ;ove a child and no policy can
14 substitute for a family's care, but the policies
15 that oux natian;héa can either support or
16 undermine tamilﬂas as they .cope with the moral,
17 . social and econ&mic stresees of caring £6r
18 children,” | |
19 The reason, for exampla, that our children
20 do fairly'wallnih terms of seeing thelr doctors
21  and dentists is bécausa we have support, both
22

through private ;naurénca that is partly
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employgr-péid,iand through public‘inauranée, 1.

we know thdt‘there 13 8 raelationship between what

famiiies'feélehoy are able to do for their
¢hildren and whether or not they actually can do
it, IR |
Sovlet‘éénot fool ourselves. National
éoliéiea, whpth?t they are aboutlédncation,)

~haaith caré, wofx} welfare or anything elee axe

mirrcred every day 1n the lives and experlences
of our children.

And all of ua; through our“iocal, state
and national governmants play a role. It makes a
differenca whether or not there is a helmet law.

Thase thinqs do matter ‘in the 1ivea of children.

Unfortunately today, the ancial aafaty net

known as Madicaid is being dismantled at a |
break-neck pace. It is being d{smantled with -
vary.littie'diec@ssion‘and‘no real dialogue.

Decisions are baing made in hasta, not only dbout

who»pays'for heaith care in America but about who
gets health care ‘and who doesn't.
We arxe all for balancing the budget, and

Boseard Associstes, Inc., (202) 842-3300
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1 we are all for;givihg states and ditiea greatef
2 flexibility toiadminister programs, but as the
3 President has éaid many times, there is a right
4 way and a wron&'way to get our economic house in
5 order, | -
6 ‘The wrong waf is to cut health care
7 coverage for miﬂliens of children, disabled
S citizens, and tﬁe poorest of older Americans, all
9 to finance avszks billion tax cut for the
10 wealthiest families in our country.
11 'Medicaidfis the primary health coverage
12  for neariy a qu@rter of all children in America,
13 and one-third of all children under three. More
14  than half of these children live in families with.
15 working parents; parents who are nqt receiving
16 welfare checks, . | |
17 Medicaid is the primary source of health
18 coverage for millions of children who are
19 disabled or who suffer from chronic illnesses.’
20  Suppose that chfld'that we think should be in the
21  seat belt or thé safety seat is for wh;tever
22 reason not bucklkd in well enough? Accidents

‘Bossard Associates, Inc. (202) 842-3300
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1 habpen. By dafinition, they are not
. 2 'predictable. )

3 80 we have many children who, as the
4 result of accidente that perhaps could have been
5 prévenéod, but?for whatever reason were not, find
6 themselves with serious injuries that require

7 many, many days, weeks and months of medical

8 . treatmant and rehahilitation.

9 Medicaid is the primary source of health
10 coverage for nine out of ten children with HIV
11 and AIDS, children who through no bebavior or
12 pction of their own have'acquired thesa
13 difficult, very?traqic.iiinesaea. |
14 Medicaid iis the primary source of prenatal
15  and maternal h@&lth care for 1ow-i§cowe pregnant
16 - women. Meaicam is an lmportant source of
17 ‘coverage for older Amaricans living in extreme
18 poverty or w;th;serioua digabilities and is tha
19 largeht insurer for over two-thirds of thoge
20 older Americans currantly in nursing homes.

21 - Medicaid is a 11£a~11ne, literally, for
millions of childron and families in America.

N
N

b
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Ripping out this life-line, ripping up this
safety net is ﬁot the American way. It.is not
the American mny to deny infants the gshots they
need to stay hoalthy. It is not the American way

to deny treatment to childran who'are'disabled or

desparataly 111.

It is not the American way to punish
hard~working parents whose families' health
coverage disappears when a job changes or is
lost. It is not the Amnrican way to make the
oldest among uslgiva up thair possessions and
live a life of poverty to pay for a Bpouse's
nuraing home care.

Cutting $182 billion from the Madicaid
program will torca families to make qrim chozces,
choices between health care for their ch11dren or
nursing homes, éhoicao between education and
vaccinations, between food andvprascription
drugs, between buying that car seat 6r that
helmet and puttﬁnq that money aside to mﬁet what
is éansidered alnecessity.

As this dsbate continues in the weeks and

Bossard Kssocihtas, Ine. | (202) 842-3300
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~ months ahead, I hope that policymakers, wheraver

they are, begi@ to think about thege issues not
as partisans bﬁt as parents. I hope they will

‘not get so wrapbed up in statistics and policy

papers and sound bites that they forget the.moat

- basic concern o? all: The well-being of

America's children.

We know $owfwe feel when one of our own .
sons or déuqhte%s ie sick. Nothing else in the
world matte:s to us, Will he get better? Will
he be okaﬁ? Iszthie a passing flu or something
more garious? We want angwers and we want cures
and we want them fast.

As parents we use our wisdom and knowledge

to plan ahead for the health of our children to

 make sure they get what they need, but suddenly

when it comes to legislating and making policy,

~ parents turn into partisans and good parantal

instincts retreat' ,
' Would we ever, ag parents, say that only
one of our four ch:ldrcn could go to the doctor

or get a vaccination or have a hearing test? Of

Bossard Asgociates, Inc. (202) 842-3300
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course not.

Would wd ever, as parents, say we have to

cut back on the necessary medical care for our

children to pai to keep our older relative in a

nursing home? Would we ever as parents say that

a child of our @wn with spina bifida or'cerehrai

palsy no longer deserves treatment or care? Of
! . : .

course not,

WG,would%make the sacrificeg., We would

keep driving thb old car. We wouldn't take that

~ vacation we looked forward to. We wouldn't put

the new siding §n the house. We would economise

by clipping couﬁons. We would do whatever we

. poasibly could. And yeﬁ’today we are making

decisions to 1g§ore what is common sense in the
lives of most Qﬁfﬁs. |

| In a pra%ipiiaus and even reckless attempt
to meet fixed‘bédggt targets,‘we are‘now as &
society on the brink of doing things we would
never do as parénth;' We are ratchetting back

medical care fo# our children, Wa are violating

ocur most sacred duty as parents and as citizena.

Boseard Resociates, Inc.  (202) 842-3300
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How can'we legislate what we would not
approve as parents? How can the restrictions of
medical care for our children become the puSlic
policy of our nation? It is one thing to tell »
already very ha:d—working'parenté, worried about
down-sizing and layoffs, having to work longer
hours just to geep up, having both parents

working longer hours, that they have to do more .

. to prevent illness and injury, which they will

when they hear the word from Prevention and
pediatriciane, do the best they can, but at the
same time to say- But we‘are‘baqinning to shut
the doors to those of you who cannot afford to
walk through thgm for the medical care your
children will n;eed !

Our children deserve better than that. We

should do all we can to prevent any harm to

_ them, As the Academy says, solutions before

problems.
 And when ‘problems come, we should do
averything we cgn to ease the pain and solve that

problem és‘quicﬁly as possible. That's what Qood

Bossard Associates, Inc. : (202) B42-3300
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parents do and that's what a good country should

}

do as well.

Thank y&u very much.
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