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AT DB PROJECT CBJ:LDRD U1IIUAL DJ:DtBR,
, 

W~HJ:JfG'1'OJf, D. C. ' 

MRS. CLINTON: ' Good eYening. Thank you. Thank you very

much. I am delighted to join you this, evenIng in supporting and 

celebrating Project Chil~r~n. I want to thank Mark Gearan"the 

members of Congress, who are here, the members of the Cabinet, 


, • •• I ' Secretary R1ley, Adm1n1stratorBrowner, Ambassador and Mrs. 

Gallagher, representativesI of the British government,'visitors'

from Northern Ir'eland, friends of Project Children, and Dennis 

Mulcahy, who has really prpvided the inspiration behind this: 

,project. There is so much; that all of ,you are doing to enrich 
the lives of Northern Ireland's children and ,to 'ensure a lasting 
peace,. 

~s you could see in the shor,t film you just watched, our' 
trip -- and a number of you were with the'President -- was an 
enormously moving experienee. And Wl:liie it 'was my first trip to 
Irela~d, the hospitality ahd warmt~of the Irish people gave me a. \ .. ..sense' of deJa vu. I couldn,'t 1mag1ne that we could have ever been 
received more warmly, andpartidularly for us, seeing the faces 
of children in the streets! was among the most 'moving experiences 
we had. Those children and their faces reminded us over and over 
again that, we seek peace mpst of all for them. And while the 
setbacks of recent days anger and sadden'us, ,one only has to look 
at the, promise of the future writ1;:en on those faces for',> the' 
inspiration, will and cour,age to move ahead in the"'peace process. 

, ,I " ' , ," " , , 

,My husband remains fu~ly committed to supporting the peace 
process in which the peopl~ of Northern Ireland have 'invested so 
much. Last week, he welco~ed the announcement by the British and 
lrish governments of a firm date of June 10 for all party peace 
talks once the cease-fire is restored. And he called on those 
who have resorted to violence to heed the voices of' the people of 
Northern Ireland, who s,o' c;learly want peage. 

" , > I, ,
"Because America's greatness flows from 'the wealth of our, 

• • !'.d1vers1ty as well aS,the ,s~rength of the 1deals we share in 
common~ we feel bound ,to 'support others ,around the world who seek 
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to bridge their own divide~. This is an important part' of our 
country's mission on the e~e ,of the, 21st century, because we, know 
that the chain of peace thilt protects, us ~rowsstronger with 
every new link that is for~ed. 

Twenty~one years ago ~ith a prayer to 'st. patrick, Project 
Childr;en was established by Dennis, and it ,became ,one more 
shining link in the chain of peace. Eleven thousand children 
have already participated.: In a province of one and a half 
million people, I would say'that you have already'had an 
important impact on the hearts and minds of Northern Ireland.

" ,I," 

Throughout our trip "t~ere, I talked ,with ,people ,about what 
the cease-fire meant ,to them, and I was struck ,over and over 
again by how grateful they! were merely for normalcy. " To walk 
'down the streets, to expect to go Christmas shopping without 
fear, to let their children play'outside -- the blessings of 

I ' ,

life, liberty and the puren~it of happiness that we sometimes take 
for granted. " ' 

. I '. , 

I met ,with many cit'iz~n activists, mostly women like the 
late Joyce Mccarten, whose 'efforts to promote peace were born of 

, I _ . •• 

• 
the senseless loss of her loved ones to sectarl.an vl.olence. ' 
Catholics 'and Protestants, ,:these women get up every day and face 
realities we are l~cky to have to only thiitk about or see on the' 
television. , Their efforts iremind us that building peace ,is ,a 
long and diffiqult task, and the building blocks include 
educational, recreational, land employment' opportunities; 
counseling and assistance to the poor, the 'elderly, the 
unemployed; the promotion !of' economic development; and, as,you 
already hea,rd this evening,; the creation and rehabilitatiort of 

"housing. ' " , ' ,:" , " , " ' 

Project children is 'alie kind of 'building block and, 
grassroots commitment that istands the test, of time,and is making 
a difference. Project'chil,dren friends arid host families know 
that the work of ,p~ac;:e, is fiar too impor;ant to be ',left to 'elected 
leader~ alone. It is work lthat has to be done every single day
by everyone of us. In qrder'to build peace, wemus,t change 
attitudes and values and dare ourselves,to think different;.t.y. 

I ' , 
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'I heard a remarkable d:esc~l.ption of the Project Children 
phenomenon that Dennis had ~given --I'm'suresome of you have 
heard it also. He descz:ibes what a:positive thing it is to see 
children who have grown up lirC the same country with the same 
cuIture but are unable to v:isit in each other's neighborhoods to 
spend, time together. And then when they come together to the 
Uni,ted states in a, group fOf the first time, ,they are dra~ 
together by the ties that bind them. Isn't this what,we are all 
working toward, n()t only in; Northern, Ireland, but ~ere at home 
and around the'world? To elnbrace our common human1ty,to stand 
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up aga1nst those who would try to d1v1de us further and who even 
would resort to violence f'or their own ends. 

We look,forward to,t~~ day when Catholic and Protestant 
. children will have the.:freedom to play toqether on streets 
cleared of barriers called; Ifdr~gon's teeth" and armored personnel 
carriers called "pigs." When they will have the freedom to 
express the brotherhood th~t does lie within their hearts and the 
freedom to hopeabo~t ·a. brlghter .futurefor themselves and their 

'countrymen. For six weeks,; every, summer, Project Chi ldren gives
them these opportunitie·s. " . . ' 

, I 

Tonight, we. also celebrate a reunion. Many of the people 
who came with us to Ir,elan~ are Project .,Children supporters' and 
host families, and I am pleased that they are part of this 
evening. I think we would! all agree that 'among the most' 
memorable moments '-- if not the most memorable -- and ,the one 
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that captured the world's ~ttent10n, was when two young ch1ldren 
joined together to .j.ntroduce the President. Nine-year-old 
Catholic Catherine Hamill and ten.;...year-old Protestant David 
.sterrit welc9medus to Belfast at the Mackie Plant by reading 
their moving letters to the President. Thes~ children, more than 
anything else that. happened, captured the hope of the peace . 
process in,Northern Ireland. I cannot 'think about Northern 
Ireland without seeing Catherine's and David's faces. And it 
gives me great pleasure to:present them ~o you tonight and to 
reiterate their wishes that pe~c~ and lOVe will last forever 
again in Ireland. 

please join me in welcoming back to the United states 
Catheri'ne and David. ! 
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