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REHBRKB BY FIRBT LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

AT THE PROJBCQ CHILDREN ANNUAL DINNER
WhSHINGTON, D.C.-

MRS. CLINTON:  Good evenlng. Thank you. Thank you very
much. I am delighted to ]01n you this evening in supporting and
celebrating Project Chlldren. I want to thank Mark Gearan,. the
menbers of Congress who are here, the members of the Cabinet,
Secretary Riley, Admlnlstrator Browner, Ambassador and Mrs.
Gallagher, representatlves of the British government ‘visitors
- from Northern Ireland, friends of Project Children, and Dennis
Mulcahy, who has really provided the inspiration behind this:
project. There is so much that all of you are doing to enrich
the lives of Northern Ireland’s chlldren and to ‘ensure a lastlng
peace. ‘ ,

As you could see in the short film you just watched our
trip -- and a number of you were with the President -- was an
enormously moving experlence. And while it was my first trip to
Ireland, the hospitality and warmth of the Irish people gave me a
sense of deja vu. I couldn’t 1mag1ne that we could have ever been
received more warmly, and partlcularly for us, seelng the faces
of children in the streets! was among the most moving experiences
we had. Those children and their faces reminded us over and over
again that we seek peace most of all for then. And while the
setbacks of recent days anger and sadden us, one only has to look
at the promise of the future wrltten on those faces for. the’
insplratlon, will and courage to move ahead 1n the peace process.

My husband remains fully commltted to supportlng the peace
process in which the people of Northern Ireland have invested so
much. Last week, he welcomed the announcement by the British and
Irish governments of a flrm date of June 10 for all party peace
talks once the cease-fire is restored. And he called on those ;
who have resorted to v1olence to heed the voices of the people of~
Northern Ireland, who so clearly want peace.

Because America’ s greatness flows from the wealth of our.
d1vers1ty as well as the strength of the ideals we share in ,
common, we feel bound ‘to support others around the world who seek ‘
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to brldge their own div1des. Thls is an 1mportant part of our
country’s mission on the eve .of the 21st century, because we know
that the chain of peace that protects us grows stronger w1th
every new link that is forged

Twenty-one years ago with a prayer to St. Patrick, Project
Children was established by Dennis, and it became one more
shining 1link in the ‘chain of peace. Eleven thousand children
~have already participated.. In a province of one and a half
million people, I would say ‘that you have already had an '
important impact on the hearts and minds of Northern Ireland.

~ Throughout our trip there, I talked with people about what
the cease-fire meant to them, and I was struck .over and over
again by how grateful they were merely for normalcy.  To walk
‘down the streets, to expect to go Christmas shopping without
fear, to let their chlldren play outside -- the blessings of -
life, liberty and the pursult of happlnese that we sometimes take
for granted.

I met with many cltlzen acthlsts, moetly wonmen like the
late Joyce McCarten, whose efforts to promote peace were born of
the senseless loss of her loved ones to sectarian violence.
Catholics and Protestants, these women get up every day and face
realities we are lucky to have to only think about or see on the
television. Their efforts!remlnd us that bulldlng’peace~1s -a
long and difficult task, and the building blocks include
educational, recreatlonal,[and employment opportunities;
counseling and assistance to the poor, the elderly, the _

* unemployed; the promotlon~of economic development; and, as you
already heard this evenlng, the creation and rehabllltatlon of

."'hou51ng.

Project Chlldren is one kind of. bulldlng block and,
grassroots commitment that stands the test of time and is making
a difference. Project Children friends and host families know
that the work of peace is far too important to be left to elected
leaders alone. It is work that has to be done every single day
" by every . one of us. 1In order to build peace, we must change
'_attltudes and values and dare ourselves to think dlfferently.
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I heard a remarkable descrlptlon of the Project Children
.phenomenon that Dennis had given -- I’m’'sure some of. you have-
heard it also. He descrlbes what a positive thing it is to see
children who have ‘grown ‘up 1n “the same country with the same
culture but are unable to v151t in each other’s neighborhoods to
spend. time together. And then when they come together to the '
United States ih a group: for the first time, they are drawn
" together by the ties that b1nd them. Isn’t this what.we are all
- working toward, not only in Northern Ireland, but here at home
and around the world? To embrace our common humanlty, to stand
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up against those who would try to d1v1de us further and who even
would resort to violence for their own ends. ’
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We look forward to the day when Catholic and Protestant

‘children will have the freedom to play together on streets

cleared of barriers called, "dragon’s teeth" and armored personnel
carriers called "pigs." When they will have the freedom to

~express- the brotherhood that does lie within their hearts and the
. freedom to hope about a brlghter future for themselves and their
'countrymen. For six ‘weeks' every . summer, Pro;ect Chlldren gives .

them these opportunltles.

Tonlght we .also celebrate a reunion. Many of the people
who came with us to Ireland are Project Children supporters and

“host families, and I am pleased that they are part of this

evening. I think we would' all agree that among the most
memorable moments -- if not the most memorable -- and -the one
that captured the world’s attention was when two young children
joined together to 1ntroduce the President. Nine~year-old
Catholic Catherlne Hamill and ten-year-old Protestant David

Sterrit welcomed us to Belfast at the Mackie Plant by reading

their moving letters to the President. These children, more than
anything else that happened captured the hope of the peace
process in Northern Ireland. I cannot think about Northern
Ireland without seeing Catherine's and David’s faces. And it
gives me great pleasure to. present them to you tonight and to
reiterate their wishes that peace and 1ove will last forever
agaln in Ireland. ;

Please join me in welcomlng back to the Unlted States
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'Catherlne and David.



