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MRS., CI:-INTON: ! ,. ~ Th~,s, ,leqturewhich I'm.very honored to 
give. I want to ,thank ,myf,r1end Ms. Branson and .her husband 
Frank for their encouragemeI)t for me: ,to'do' thi's. And it is a 
great pleasure., I hadajwonderful day in Texas. I started in. 
Corpu~ Christi v.isitillg ~ school, talking with parents and 
teachers and· students" and communityleaders about what they are 

• - t •

d01ng to help students, part1cularlytrom poor backgrounds, to 
get the kind of help that. they need •. I went from there to Uvalde 
to a great gathering at~he former home and now museum of·John 

. Nance Garner. I learned!that that,is apart of Texas and a part 
of America that produces more moh~ir' than 'any other. . ' , 

I love to saddle around learning ,such things: It gives me '. 
great pleasure tp see thJa extraordinary diversity in our country 
and then be able to c01!le! here to SHU', , an' institution that I 
admire and have followed: with great interest for many years • 
This is a,real opportun!~y for me to' reflect on ~hat a legal 
education and a career itithe law ha~ meant in my own life, ,and 

,not only could mean, )but: I a~sume' will mean, in the lives of many 
of the. students here' 'and! will find som.e precedenc~.' in the lives 
and careers qf those who: are teachers and practitioners as well. 
It is 'also ahopportunity for me to think aloud with you about 

,the ways ~ career' in 1;.hel law ,can ful,fill its most important 
purpQse -- to be an in~trument for promoting the common good, a 
vehicle for making our sbciety:amoie just one for all of its 
citiz.ens,. ' 

, . 

I started· law sChoo:l, as the 'dean -has: told you, in. 1969 • 
. And that was' a time '~f.'.g;reat politica·l and :social ferment. 'Many 
of us in ~awschool.at t,hat ~ime' saw the law as .an avenue for . 
positive social ,chaI)gefor helping the vulnerable, the weak, the. . '.. .' , ( .poor, forprotectl.ng and advanc1ng the Const1,tutl.On and the B1ll 
of Rights. Then, a~ nO\l, there were Diany ways to reach one's 
goals as a lawyer. 'And :thc?se 'ways have not diminished but, in 
fact,' expanded ill the y~ars'since. ;One could become an advocate, 
a legislator, a'teacher,,; a litigator, a business counsel, a 
prosecutor; a pubtic de~ender --:-all the many ways that people 
with leg~l ·training find to 'fulfillthat training in a positive, 
product-ive eontrib,ution1to society•. I'm sure all these and many 
other choices will be r.eflectedin the careers chosen by those 

,who graduate fr()m ·SHU'. ,tBut 'beln9here on 'a law, school campus, 
'I'm reminded particular~y of mY. experienc,es as a, law .professor at 
the '.Univ~r~i-ty 'ofArkan~as.· . 
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I came t:o that univ~rsity'dn the'summer of 1974.' 'I had been 
working oil ~halfof the Ho:use J:udiciary committee. And its 
impeachment inquiry into!President Nixon.' That ended with the 
president',s resignation on August 8, and.! needed to find a job. 
I had visitedArkansa~'~cause I had'met a young man, at Yale who 
was from ,Arkansas and, literally, ,that,'s, all he ,ever talked about 
was Arkan~as. ' And': whenihe graduated in 1973, he Jtnew very' well 
what he wanted ~o dp, ,and that was to go home to teach at the 
University.and see whethfj!r or ,not a legal opportUnity existed for 
him to use his legal career in public service., When I visited 
him in Arkansas, I mett~e' dean of the, law school.; And ',in a 
casu.al ~ conversation ~t dfnner one night, ,the dean sa.i,.d, "You 
know, 1f you eyer want to teach, give me, 'a call." Life was a 'lot 
simpler in those days. " 

So, after President Nixoll's resignatioil~ ,I, with some 
,trepidation, picked up the phone and, called the the'n dean. ,I 
said, "Remem"ber ,when you; ,said '~f I ev:er .wanted ~o teach to give 
'you a call?' Well, Ih~ve an'1nter~st 1n teach1ng and an 
interest in living in Arkansas to see what it is like. Is that 

.' .' . . I .' <' ','. • .., •offer st111 'good?" He sa1d, "Oh", .:~bsolutely." Sol ,then sa1d, " 
"Well, in order to get prepared;.wiiat:would you like me to ' 
teach?" 'He answered, "Ii don't know. I'll tell you when you get 

, here." ' 

" 'So, about two weeks I later., I, apr~v.ed, ~t a plac:e where, I 'had 
never lived ,to tClke a jop I knew nothing about. And there in' 
August of 197.4, I,began inycareer ~sa' law 'teacher. The dean, 
upon my'greeting, himwheh I arrived, said, "Well,' I've given this 

'some tho~ght. I want you to .teaqh f~rst-year criminal law. I 
want you to, run the legal 'aid 'clinic:.' I want you to run the 
prison prQjects in. the state federalpris~ms. And, ,by the way, I 
want you to te,ach trial ~dvocacy." All 'ofwhich I had ' 
extrao:r.:'din~ry eXp'erience~ in, but, had never done in, the past. 
So, I swallowed hardand;,immediat~ly began trying to figure out 
how. to ,:;tart. , i 

The ve,,+y first even,1.ng after h~ving been given that 
assignment, I ~as invited,to the town bar association's welcoming 
cocktail,party for the ,!,!f3w l~w ~cho<:»ll faculty. ,I don~t know if 
ther7 is a qomparc;tbl:ek1;nd Ofev7lJf;" ,for new faculty members here, 
but 1t w~s vefY ~1nd;of.thepres~d~~t'of the bar to take me and 
'to show me around. Iqulicklyconc:'luded that it was also quite 
amusing be~ause,he would: take 'me llpt~ everyone arid,he would say, 
"I would l1ke you to mee;t 'thene~ lady law professor. II ,1Uld I 
woti,ld smile and I'd say '''!:low do you do ?" ,and everyone was very

'cordial". until he irttro1duced me to ,one' of the formldable judges 
in the state, ~t thattim:e" a, long~serving chancellor because 
Arkansa.shadst;'!llchariclellEu;:y divisions. And, he said, "Judge, 
this is ~he new lady law p:t:'ofesso!:'. S~e,'s going to teach them 

rthe law and run the legi!l aid clinic~n 'And this very tall, ,,' 
distinguished ,man, with a l handle~r gJ;"ey mustache looked dOwn, at 
,',. I '/ 
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'. me and said~ "WelT, I dO~' thave anyus,e for lady llaw professors 
or legal aidc,i;inics, 'but;:" we're glad' to have you here anyway,." 

At this ,moment, I b~gan" to wonder, about ,my 'career choice, 
but, I didn't, have much time to, ref,lect upon 1t \ because classes. 

, started the, very ,nextdaY,.~o, I desperately tried to, stay at ' 
least one class ahead of :my, students.' And "I began to work in and 
help create a legal aid program .'atthe University. I knew that 
there, were many'people who then, as well as now, did not cotton 
through the idea of freeilegal services, and I knew because I had 
worked in legal 'aid programs when I was at Yale'that it would be 
something of an uphill struggle~ But:, I never doubted 'for a 
minute that 'it was an important part of my students' eXperience 
in law scho,ol t'ohave the ,opportunity to represent real clients 
with rea'l problems~ ,And!I never doubted that it was a critic~l 
amendm~nt of .our prof~ss+on. : ' 

'. 'Some of theexpe~ie~ces that I had, both when I was a 
student doing legal, aid work; and then later as the director of 
the University ,of Arkans~s' legal aid clinic,were some of the' 
best exper,iences' I ',7"~, ha<;l. in th,e law., Certainly, my interest in 
working on behalf"of children and families was piqued when as a 
law student, I worked with a local lawyer' and a legal aid lawyer 
in bringing some challenges t9 the state of Connecticut's 
policies as to who could:or could not adopt children. ,And the 
case I remember very well was of a ,young girl ,about four'years 
old who'd been with a foster'mother for ,her entire life. And the 
state decided that they found 'a 'better home for her, and they 
were going; to take her from that 'environment and,piace herwitli 
another family who had b~en waiting tO,adopt a child. And the 
foster mother desperately wanted to adopt this child herself. So 

'we represented this poor: foster mother who did not have " 

, sufficient funds> to hire i a lawyer, but who had,; a very gc;>od . 

'argument as to why she had created amother-ch1ldrelat10nsh1p

with t,his little girl.' ' , 


IAnd, the case: w,asha+d fought. ,In t~ose days, the decision 
was that it would be better ·,forthe' child to be moved, to an 
environment that had inbr~'material possibilities than to stay 
with the mother that she:,had known~, A de,cision that' I disagreed 
with then and a dec.ision:I~isagree with now. But working on' 
that case opened.up my eyes to many· of the psychological and 
emotional ,and othe~ issues having to do with adoption and foster 

'\ , • I ' , 
care.. I", 


When I began'working ,attlie legal aid clinic at, the 
,univ~rsity' of, A:dcans~s, t encountered other . kinds of challenges. 

, I will never forget a.young,woman who showed up with her father 
wanting ,a di';orc~., AnQ"h~:t\,~ath'er was an elderly gentleman. 

'He'd been a ,coal, miner i~western ~kansas. And this young woman 
had eight children, and she, recited to me all the re'asons why she 

• I . •wante,d a d1vorce. She ,t9ld' ,me where, she got marr1ed and soon 

3 ( I' 
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bega~:loqking ,for the ma~riage certificate so that they could 
make the necessary plead~ng~'. We could not find the place that 
she had, been legally mar~ied anywhere. And I was especially 
concerned about tel'ling ~.his pOOl;' .,woman 'with eight children that 

,she had' ·never been .l~gally married. . Soine, stlident came to me and 
said, "Y9u know, we' :l;ook~d in all ,'the neighboring counties, 
there 'snothing on' recorci. 'We don' tthink shes' ever been 
legally. married." ' 

So we had her come back in with her father.. She sat in my 

office, :a~d I was just trying to summon up all my empathy, 


. ." .1 . ..everythl.ng I could to let her know what had ·happened. And I . 
started off by saying"'~ell, I ',ve got 'sc,medifficult news' to 
~eliver.; W.adon't thi~iy()u"'fe ever been l~g~I~Y1!larri,e~." She 
]ust gasp.ad and her fath~r sal.d, ,"Good.. ,,·I ~ever ll.ked hl.m 
anyway." " ': " ' . 

. . . I _ 
We had experiences like, that that you can only have in ·the 

kind of practice that comes in the door. of a legal aid clinic .. 
In the years since, I have encountered many people like 'that 
formidable· judge who do rtot believe in legal 'services for people 
who cannot. afford them.' 'But despite that opposition, the Legal 
Services Corpora~ion was/created by a bipartisan Congress and 
signed into law by President Nixon with the idea that local legal 
aid programs would be· funded to assist inillions of Americans with 

• . . .' I, . .' -. ," •
thel.r legal problems ':""":" 'problems that ,wouldotherwl.se go . 
unaddress.ad. I, • '., , 

After 22 ,years; legch aid societfes have become a way of 
• • ..T 1· '. •. •Amerl:can lafe, and the Legal Servl.ces·Corporatl.on l.S one of the 

institutions our societyihas to nurture and practice one of 'its 
most c~erished ideals--'that of justice for all Americans. Last 
year, legal services programs here and throughout the country· 
helped ·:f':ivemillion' people wh9 otherwise could not afford ' 
assistance with evictions' and foreclosures and ·divorces.:Often,. 
advic::e, a referral ,a li~tening ear,. a,l'etter, or a phone call' is 
enough to solve a problem.' Very few of .these cases, 'a.s~. ,with most 
practices, need to be re~olved in the courts.' " .' 

From myo~n experie~ces, which not only included legal aid 
work, but as a fo~nder 'ofthe Ozark Legal Services Corporation in 
Arkansas, as a. ,former mettmer and then chair of Legal Services 
Corporation, I .know'how.~imple assistance.can often head off more 
complicated problems.. B~t today, the .Legal· Service~ " 
Corporation's survival' hangs. in the balance,. ,Over' the .past. year, 
opponents in.c,?ngresshaye!-riedtoc~t fund~ng ~nd ev~n to,kill 
the Legal~.arvacesCorpo~at·10n. As' of the fl.r.st of thl.s year, 
funding for the corporation in a temporary spending measure was 
.slashed by one third, an4 the, final fate will be determined ~ater 
this year • 

4 
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At the s~me .tIme.· th~tthe Legal 'Services Corporation has 
been unqer a frontal assault, private law firms, bar _ 
associations.,' and' indivi4ual laWy~rs have 'not 'only sprung (as 
they havecons:istently.fo,r more than 20' years) to' the defense of 
legal services, but increased'their ()wn donations and pro bono 
hours to; ma~e, -up for som~ ',of the lost funds. "hat is a critical 
part of the legal serv~ces equation, because even if one has a 

. corporation. with paid:stciff to.perform most of the functions 
needed for representing poor clients, that'is not enough. And if 
• .• I ' •l.t were not for prl.vate attorneys, both who contrl.bute dollars to 
existing leg~l services'6perations but, more importantly,

'. ' •• I .', ".. .contrl.bute the.,irt·l.me, tl?ere l.S no way we could reach the many 
people w~o need the services. . 

, What it means for a :poor American who is denied -legal, 
services can be seen in the. kinds of cases that I used to take 
care of and thatmanyofiyou in this ;room work on as well. We 
know that if we were in trouble, because for whatever combination 
of reasons we were -to be:evicted, or we were subjected to 
domes.tic abuse, or· we didn't have what we thought we were 
entitled to with respect ito '·fair payor fair treatment, we would 

'wantsomeone's help. Th~ poor are no different. Under the 

currentcuts,somel.Jmillion people'wouid have been denied 

help. It would be very difficult to make. the distinctions 

between those who will receive it and those who will not. 
. . i' . 

Congress' is also tryirlg to' tie the hands of legal aid 
lawyers byputtillg res:tr~ctions on what kinds of cases·such 
lawyers can take.' More troubling 'to ine is that Congress is also 
trying to restrict th~ npn-publ'ic privateJQ.onations that come 
from .law f·irms' and other.i sour,ces, so. that they i tOOl cannot be 
used freely by legal services offices. . . ,. 

I 

Now., some. of you may be ask1ng yourselves how a debate over 
'theexistenceof the Legal SerVices Corporation affects_you, our 
nation's future lawyers.: Well, for those who wish to serve in 
some capacity on 'behalf '9f leg(ilservices, ··it is obviously a 
diree;:t impact. But for most of you,' and in fact, for most of us 
who are 'lawyers, ith~s more to de; with our society's fundamental 
commitment to justice, to law:, and to progress. ,,' Roscoe Pound, . 

. '.' l ,',. • 

. the famous dean of the H~rvardLaw School, once sal.d,"Law must 
.. b~ stable 'and ,yetj,tc~n~ot stand" still." He l!leant that the law 

must evolve wl.th thetl.mes, offerl.ng the securl.tyof permanence, 
the hopefor·9hange, and; new opportunities for us to use the law 
to benefit the la;rger ·s.ofiety.· , 

. I·believe that both; our society and· our profession became 
truer tOQur fundamental;. values with the founding of the Legal 
Services .corporation 22 years ago. The th'ousands of legal aid 
lawyers ancithe ma~y mor~ thousands of private lawyers who donate 
time .to legal,aid work are the. heart and soul of c;>ur profession. 
They are helpl.ng our country'uphold,th~ one true contract 

5 

http:helpl.ng
http:offerl.ng
http:the.,irt�l.me


• 


• 


• 


I 
. i 

individuals·have with AmJrica., the constItution, and 

specif'ically its promise lot j'ustice for all. 


Each time ,a legal aid lawy:er helps a mother petition for 
child support, or forces :a nursing home to live up to its 
obligations of taking car:e.of its elderly residents, this 
country, this society, qur profession moves closer ,to its ideals.' 
I'm not' asking 'all of you to become legal aid lawyers. I'm just, 
asking that all of us, co~s,ider what it mean!il to be a lawyer today 
and the absence that those.who do practice legal aid would mean 
to how w,e fulfill our, roles. A career in the law should mean a 
life of se~vic::e ancia iconpnitment to justic.e, whether it is in a 
legal aid off1ce or a qlassroqm or in any" other setting where 
lawyers practice. ,!, . 

I 

, One 'of '·the experien~es about growing, older, is discover'ing 
that the struggle for progress ina.society is often as' : 
important" if not mo~e sd, than the'erid result .. At some ..point, 
however idealistic we'may, be qr have been, we accept that the 
principles of faiJ;'ness,j.ustice, and equality often become flawed 
in, their application. We accept that we will and no one will 
solve' all 'the proble11ls w~ seein'ourlifetime. But we keep 
striving, we keep strugg~ing, for these ideals that 'we believe 
hav~ to be,kept alive~ ~e remain committed to the process of 
Iiv1ng up to our own bett;,er" natures and the values we espouse and 
the promise of abetterfut:ure. ' 

,As so many of you' already know, and as many of you are ' 

learning, 'the cause of jus~ice is worth a lifelon9,struggle. I 

commend you for being willing in times that are not always, 

favorable to laWyers for ;being willing to take:your place in a 

profession that is 'so·es~ential, not only to theopera~ions of a 

complex. socie:t:y, butt.() '~he ,ideals that that society ,s,hould 

at~empt to ach1eve,. ''+h.~rpt, yo~, 'very much.. 


I '+:' . , 
! 

[The. ,moderator',:then. aSke4 Mrs.. Cl inton qllestionsthat had been 
'written by members of the audience. ,Due'to the fact that the 
moderator's 'ques:tionswe~e bar~~y audible, the wording, 'of the 

,quest.j.ops has,been pa~apqrased.] , ' 

MODERATOR:, You hav~ time fora few, questions. This ,is a 

little bit different. W~ have ~ third-year law student who has 

spent many thousanddollarsona degree. How can a person 

perform pro bono work wh:i:,le faced with paying off l'awschool' 

loans? , .,: ,_ , 


~s. CLINTON,: Gooq, iquestion, because I know a lot of you 

have incurred debt. I k·riow that both ,my husband and I borrowed 

money and t,ookloans toqet through law school. And the debt 

load wasn" t as great as s,ome of, you f~ce, and certainly not 

$80,000;;. but it i'as something we had to deal wfth. ' 
.' , I 
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'. , I bei'ievet~at:~h~~el:S st~ll,an opportUnity, no matter 
what ]obyou ,take-when you gradu~te; to do some pro bono work, 
even if it',sjust one' ca~e, even if its -just volunteering in some 
way. But 'there is that opp()rtunity" and I would urge you, to take 
it. It do,esri~'t have to be direct service fora client." It could 
also beW()rk~n'~eha~f Qf; a'no~-for-:-prof~t, organizat~on that 
needs some legal ass1stance. That was on~ of the th1ngs that I 
,enjoyed doing' as mu'ch, as \any.thlng in my work in the past - 
working with gr'oups that jwere tryi,ng 'to get ,organized and get 
f~cused and ,do wha.tthey ican. So, I would, just urge you, ,even 
w1ththe'deQt'load that you have and the hours that, you w111 have 
to work in order to pay' ~hat back, save" at least maybe a couple 
hours, a month to, do 'some~hing -pro bono.,' 

I ' 

, MODERATOR: Is,the I:.egal S~rvices ,Corporation ,the best way 
to provide legal services for tlle poor?' Are there any existing 
services that could sUbstitute for the functions that the 
corporation.,performs?' , ' 

MRS. CLINTON,: well,:' of ~ourse, the Legal Services 
Corporation distributes funds to, local legal aid offices that are 
governed by 10calboardsland'maket~eir o~ decisions~ I've: 
served on the board' ofol1e, I've worked w1th one, I have followed 
how they operate.' So I ,do think that, as I said" the Legal

• . • J' ".' • •Serv1c:::es Corporat10n cannot be the only"!ay of, prov1d1ng 'legal 
services to ,the poor.: B~t, I tliink,it's a necessary base that 
provides a structure tha~ does try to reach into every community. 
And although it is spre.a~thin, I think ,it does provide that 
presence. I So', althoughJ; encourage local"bars and -state ,bars to 
continue to do and even increase what they~re doing directly with 
legal services and in support of ,the Legal Services Corporation, 
I don't think that, it woqld be an effic~ent'way ,to SUbstitute for 
what the Legal' Services Corporation does. ' 

. , MODERATOR: , 'Do you feel that ,there are still ,'good 

opportunities _available '~npublic service?' ' 


. MRS • CLINTON': Well, I th~nk there 'are mariy opportunities. 
I believe you have to'dolwhat, you care ,about and what you are 
motivated to' 'do, and not: just, look for something tl:lat makes sense 
on paper if it· d'oesn't f~llyou with the desire to D:lake a 
?ifference~ ,::r~ thi~ public: life -- elect,ed off~C,e -- is avery,
1mportant role for both men and women, but part1cularly for young 
women· to look,to. 'But,' ± als,a think government service -- public 
service at all le.v~ls of~gover~ent-- -is, important for people.' 

, ,'. j"'" .. " 

l~m'saddenedwhen I:see that the climate'seems to suggest' 
that it iS'not worth government or public life because it is 
tough, 'it is not ,pleasant. I 'would not.standup 'here and .tell 
you thatit'was, because1i'thas not gotten any better, but 

'. 

instead it's gotten worse in the years that I've observed and 

been part of it~Andso Iy:~)\i have .to know ,tl;latit's ',a challenge~ 
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• But, on the other ha'nd; if that's wha:t you're interested in', 
I would urge you to do it ~nd just take~he risks that go along 
with· it because there 'are' risks doing any't:hing in life. There is

• . J. .' • 
no free r,l.de no matter w~at career chol.ce you make. And there's 
no guarantee tha·t what you do when you're 25 'or' 35 will be what 
you're doing when you' r~ 145 or 55.· . . " 

I did' not have aca~eer plan to end up living in the White 
,House married to the. President of the·United states. That was 
.not something' that ever Rrossec:i my ,mind or looked like it might·. 
actually happen. So, you can't predict. what you're going to do 
in. your' own life. , 56 yo~have to do every day what gives 'You 
satisfaction., and if that's public s~rvice and its many forms,. 
then please·, do it,pursU;e it,and you all have to' stand up and 
advocate on behalf of wha;t you believe.. . ' 

MODERATOR: What is ;your viewpointon'the state of ethics in 
ADlerica? 

I 

I ,_ 

• 

MRS. ·CLI·NTON: Oh, . I: think that gen~rally in America, 
whether its Americanpo~i!tics:: or the American legal profession, I 
think that l·f youlo.ok aqd compa,r~. the united States to any other 
country I·'m. aware of ,or lany' otherp()int' in past history, 'by 'and 
lar'1e p~opleare ethic','l'ithey, try Iive up to their ethical" 
obll.gatl.ons. They can' be second-guesf;ed -- I know that from 
firsthandexp~rience•. BU:t, mo'st, people I. knowtl:lat I have the 
chance to observe and wor,){, with have tried very hard. to fulfill 
their 'ethical obligations: as lawYers.··· . .. , ~ 

. Now, I do believe that you ·have to constantly be vigilant 
and where there are'· probl1ems,' you 'have to resolve, them. But'I 
think sometimes we cange1t to the .point where we strain at a gnat 
and swallow a camel. There are a lot of choices in the law, just 
as' in life, that are diff:icul,t choices ~ And you do the best you 
can, and you try to be as e't:hical and c,areful as possible. But, 
if you alwaYf;'keep that, i:n mind,then you are more likely than . 
not to live with yourself; and be able to maintain your own 
standards~ And at the en;d'of the day; that is what is really 
important. . 

So, .yes,we have to ;beconscious of ethical lapses of 
ourselves.and oth~rs in the profession•. :We have to do what we 
can to make those not be ;sprea,ded but 'instead be refined and 
possiblY,be cured. Butw;e also have to recognize tbat,I thin)c we 
do on balance a better job thanso:metimes the. public gives the 

• • 1 • . .

l.egalprofessl.on ,cre,dl.t f:or. 

MODERA'r0R: 'Wha~:~s ;oneoftheDlost important.qualit~es that 
\, . a I,awyer ,should "possess'?: ' . . I 

, 

• 
,MRS~' CLINTON: . I donl'thave any,idea. I mean, fora woman,. 

probably ag90d haircut.' ,., 
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. 	 "I'" ,
I think that, is such a difficult question. obviously, you
.'. ' " I -,..,'know, l.ntegrl.ty, charact~r, ,the thl.ngs that make for a good 

person make for a good lawyer,. 1" ve often thought that there are 
many people in pro~essioJis, 'not just law, but in other 
profe~sions as well., I ,who jatthe end'of the day what you ,look for 
is good judgement and '·god~ judgement, is based .on experience and 
thoughtfl:1lness anCi' asen~e '. pf: a, 'cEmter for, ,the' person and the 
values more important than.either the degrees on the wall or the 
entry in, the Martindale (inaudible) '. SO·'it's very· difficult to 

.go beyond what is, you kriow,.basic tq what makes a go'Od person. 
. .'," . 	 ". . 

, ' 

MODER1\TOR: :' We 'h,.aveitime f~r one more ques~iori. This is 
from ,~- we'll- give the f~dulty a little'time'here -- this is from 
Professor (inaudible)~' What role should lawyers play in cases 
ihvolving ,childrell, and liow can laWy~rsprovide,that 
representation? . 

MRS." CLINTON: Well,; , I .think that this is one' of the 
continuing challenges that 'the, legal profession has because what 
we have to do'is·do a be~ter' job in,strengthening families and in 
educat~ng parents to take care of their own children and to limit 
the amount of,interv~ntidn into any family on behalf of a child. 
That is the 'ge.neral prindiple,that shO~ld be followed in near~y 
every dase., .' I,,' , . 

The tmfortunate fac#, is that we had qu'ite an increase and 
particularly a fanat~c,irycrease in the' l~stfew years -- in child 
~b';1se and neglect .,' 'T1:te, D,lost numbers of l.ncreased cases are in 
chl.ldren under four. ,So ,that "we know that there are, for 

'whatever pombinatibn 6f teasons, 'childr,en' were, not being ,. , 
, 	 .' t. • . ' . , !,adequately cared ,for by thel.·r·· own'faml.ly members. And because we 

• • '. <' I.' 	 • . • .

have thls, confll.ct, both ,l.n the law" and l.nsl.de each of us about, 
wanting to protectth~ s~nctity of 'the' family and enable the 
family to make decisions ,for, children,: on the, other hand, not 
wanting to keep chi,ldren lin darigerpti~ ',~ituati0!'1sandwanting to, 
inso,far a,s humanly ,possible, giv~ childr,en .a' seCond chance at', a' 
loving family, ther,e is ~ cqnstant' conflicit in the law and among 
decision makers when it,come~ to intervening into'families, 
possibly terminating parent,alrights, and stepping in as parents 

'patriae and making de~isions .0nneha1-f of the child•. 
. ." 	 . ,. I ." . 


, • t . .' 


Having both b,eEm in~olved' in ,such qas~s and having watched 
this now f.or abo:ut ,25' yea'rs,' I think that 'wehave t,o be much more 
careful, about when we ,intervene. But wh~n: we intervene, we have 
to be much more willing to move' to terminate parental rights and,. 
release children for adoption as B.9ori· as possible. And there are 
many dhi ldren ~- ,abputl'OO:,OO,Orightnow-- who are in the limbo 
o'f foster carei which, is ~~J.)Out,,450,.O,O'O·childreri~,' And, ,those 
100,,000 are there ' despite ,the ,fact thattQey could and should'be 
released for adopt'i:,9n or, placement 'with another family. 

9 

http:l.nsl.de
http:confll.ct
http:own'faml.ly
http:l.ntegrl.ty


So I, would like to ~ee,;more effort on the part of lawyers to 
try ,to, structure some 'reme,dies in, every state that wou~d use'., voJ,~nteer' lawyers to ac~ I'as advoca~es, f,or children in thefo,:,ter 
care system,' volunteer Judges keep1ng the, courts open. I th1nk 
this is areal emergency.!, So"that perhaps, within a year or two" 
as I .wrote and, suggested :in my book" we could make' permanent 
decisionp on behalf, of tlle'chifdrE!,~ who are caught in the foster 
care'system." ' 

I 
I 

There also has to be clearer direction'to parents from whom 
a child is tak~:mas to ,wl)at ,they must. ,do :to prove that. they are 
capable of caring for that child. '1,'f t:hey are ,drug adciicts, ,they 
have to be in some kind of progr:~m ~r forfeit their rights. At a 
certain point, you have to move the from emphasis on parental 
right:s tOlookingat~wJ;1a~ ~s in the best ~nterest of a child. It 
is not an. easy tranSl:t10q to, mak~, but we leave too many children 
in dangerous,' negledt:fui'lsit,uations' for too, long. ,So, I would 

, hope that some of the goOd. minds at SHU 'and other places around 
the ,country who ca~e about: children, would ~gin to think,througb 

,in a~ractical way; wh~t;,we carr do to, ,:,olve this, constar,tt 
conf11ct between the :I'1ghts' of ,the fam11y and the parents arid the 
needs of the child. And~Ithinklawyersand law students have a 
great opportunity to beqfservice.' in this. 

, I would just like t6 ¢onclu4e;by saying that one of the 
things that ?llways riotic~d(both when I was in law school and 
when I taught in the law;schools) is that domestic relations law 
-- laws having to ,do with" Children -- were not cc:;msidered to be 
of the' same statlisas, yqu:know, studying ta,x code or corporate 
law or anti-trust and things like tha~~ I 'always thought. that 
was a real loss for our ~ociety••• that caring about what 
happens in the way the, law affects our lives as family members is 
critical to making it pO$s'ible ,tp;strengthen families as opposed 
to just contin,uing to' al~owsocfal conditions to overwhelm them. 
I think we're at a ,point;now,where many 'people: feel ,that way, and 
that lawyers have a 'chance, to, lead the way.

I 

, I, :' 
, We heed to look, at divorce laws • I ,believe divorce" laws 

where children are invol~ed'should be harder,' or 'should be 
breaking mechanisms. ",Ielon,'tknow the answers, but I would love 
,to have some people whp 'thiJuc serious'ly :about thi~ come up with ' 
them. ' I think,' tl'iis whol~, foster ca~,e/~d6ptiqrt;situa:tion is very 
troubling. The ,abuse, an~negl,ectof children has got to be 
addressed seriously by lawyers, ,and not left to over,burdened 
social workers who are d6irig t.he best'they can often under very
tough, circums,tances. 1 ' ,. 

,So, there's areal" 9Pportunit.y tc;:> look at issues that are 
difficult and'emotional. I It's a lot easier reading the code -
believe m~. I mean, it ~oe~n't, yell at you,on't.he, phone, it 
doesn't cry in your offi~e,. But, the issues as to what we're 
going to do withthe fam:p.'y' an,d how we're going to preserve it 

~. 
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I' 	 ,I' : 

and strengthen fami.lies' ~s, I' wouldarque:,.' one, of the, most, 
~. 	 critical issues to ,the f~~cbipning of soc-iety,and'therefore 

should command the atten~10n and respect of more lawyers so that, 
they can be part of the ~olutions that we need ,to find together. 
Thank you very much. 
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